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Q U A D R U P E D S . 

O R D E R 

F E R M. 

PHOCA. SEAL. 

Generic Character. 

Dentes Primores superiores 
sex, acu t i , para l le l i : exte-

riores majores. 

Infer iores , quatuor , paral le l i , 

distincti,aequales, obtusius-
c u l i . 

Laniarii so l i t a r i i , robus t i , 

a c u t i ; superiores ab inciso-

r ibus , inferiores a m o l a r i -

bus r e m o t i . 

Molares quinque, v. sex, an-

gus t i , t r icuspidat i . 

Pedes postici coaliti. 

Fore-teeth i n the upper j a w 

s ix ; pointed, paral le l : the 
exterior larger. 

I n the lower j a w f o u r ; b l u n t -

ish , parallel , dis t inct , equal. 

Canine-teeth one on each side 

i n bo th jaws , large, po in t ­

ed : the upper ones dist inct 
f r o m the cut t ing- tee th ; the 
lower f r o m the grinders. 

Grinders five o n each side 

above, six be low: obtusely 
tr icuspidated. 

T H I S g e n u s , l i k e t h e p r e c e d i n g , i s m a r i n e . I t 

i s , h o w e v e r , so c o n s t i t u t e d as t o r e q u i r e o c c a s i o n ­

a l l y s o m e i n t e r v a l s o f r e p o s e , a n d e v e n a c o n s i d e r -

v . i . p . n . 17 
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a b l e d e g r e e o f c o n t i n u a n c e , o n d r y l a n d ; f o r s a k ­

i n g , a t p a r t i c u l a r p e r i o d s , t h e w a t e r , a n d c o n g r e ­

g a t i n g i n v a s t m u l t i t u d e s o n t h e sho res , o n f l o a t ­

i n g i c e , o r o n i n s u l a t e d r o c k s ; e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g 

t h e season i n w h i c h t h e y o u n g a re p r o d u c e d . 

T h e m o s t c o m m o n spec ies , o r t h a t w h i c h seems 

t o h a v e b e e n k n o w n f r o m t h e t i m e s o f t h e m o s t 

r e m o t e a n t i q u i t y , is t h e P h o c a v i t u l i n a , o r Sea-

C a l f , as i t is g e n e r a l l y t e r m e d . 

C O M M O N S E A L . 

Phoca Vitulina. P. capite inauriculato et cervice lavi, cor pore fusco. 
Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 63. 

Earless brown Seal, wi th smooth head and neck. 
Vitulus maris oceani. Rondel, pise. p. 458. 
Phoca seu vitulus marinus. Gesn. aquat. 702. Aldr. pise. 722. 
Le Phoque. Buff. \ 3. p. 3 3 3 .fL 45. 
Common Seal. Pennant £>uadr. 2. p. 270. 
The common Seal, or Sea-Calf. 

This animal is a native of the European seas, 

a n d is f o u n d a b o u t a l l t h e coas ts o f t h e n o r t h e r n 

h e m i s p h e r e , a n d e v e n e x t e n d s as f a r as t h e o p p o ­

s i t e o n e , b e i n g seen i n v a s t q u a n t i t i e s a b o u t t h e 

s o u t h e r n p o l a r r e g i o n s . W e a r e i n f o r m e d b y 

M r . P e n n a n t , t h a t i t a lso i n h a b i t s s o m e f r e s h w a ­

t e r l a k e s , as t h a t o f B a i k a l , O r o n , e t c a n d t h a t 

i n t h e s e l a k e s i t is c o n s i d e r a b l y s m a l l e r , b u t m u c h 

f a t t e r t h a n w h e n f o u n d i n t h e sea. T h e C o u n t 

d e B u f f o n i m a g i n e s t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n Sea l , a d i s ­

t i n c t spec ies f r o m t h i s , t o h a v e b e e n t h e P h o c a 
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o f t h e a n c i e n t s ; g r o u n d i n g h i s i d e a o n t h e r o u g h e r 

a n d l o n g e r h a i r i n t h a t s p e c i e s , w h i c h h e t h i n k s 

m u s t h a v e b e e n a l l u d e d t o b y P l i n y , w h o s p e a k s 

o f a p o p u l a r o p i n i o n t h a t t h e h a i r o f t h e P h o c a , 

i n t h e d r i e d s k i n , a l w a y s r o u g h e n s o r r i ses u p a t 

t h e t i m e o f t h e r e f l u x o f t h e sea, a n d w h i c h t h e 

C o u n t d e B u f f o n t h i n k s c o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n i m a ­

g i n e d o f t h e c o m m o n o r p r e s e n t spec i e s , o n a c ­

c o u n t o f i t s s h o r t a n d c l o s e h a i r . M r . P e n n a n t , 

h o w e v e r , w i t h m u c h g r e a t e r p r o b a b i l i t y , supposes 

t h e p r e s e n t t o b e t h e a n c i e n t P h o c a , s i n c e i t a g r e e s 

e x a c t l y w i t h t h e d e s c r i p t i o n g i v e n b y A r i s t o t l e , 

a n d w h i c h c a n n o t b e a p p l i e d t o t h e M e d i t e r r a ­

n e a n Sea l . 

T h e s ize o f t h e Sea l v a r i e s , b u t i t s g e n e r a l 

l e n g t h seems t o b e f r o m f i v e t o s i x f e e t . T h e 

h e a d is l a r g e a n d r o u n d : t h e n e c k s m a l l a n d 

s h o r t : o n e a c h s i d e t h e m o u t h a r e s i t u a t e d s eve ­

r a l s t r o n g v ib r i s sa s o r w h i s k e r s ; e a c h h a i r b e i n g 

m a r k e d t h r o u g h o u t i t s w h o l e l e n g t h w i t h n u m e ­

r o u s a l t e r n a t e c o n t r a c t i o n s a n d d i l a t a t i o n s . T h e 

p a r t s a b o u t t h e s h o u l d e r s a n d b r e a s t a r e v e r y 

t h i c k , a n d f r o m t h e n c e t h e b o d y t a p e r s t o w a r d s 

t h e t a i l . T h e eyes a r e l a r g e : t h e r e a r e n o e x t e r ­

n a l e a r s : t h e t o n g u e is b i f i d o r c l e f t a t t h e t i p . 

T h e l e g s a r e so v e r y s h o r t as t o b e s c a r c e l y p e r ­

c e p t i b l e ; a n d t h e h i n d e r o n e s a r e so p l a c e d as t o 

b e o n l y o f use t o t h e a n i m a l i n s w i m m i n g , o r b u t 

v e r y l i t t l e t o assist i t i n w a l k i n g ; b e i n g s i t u a t e d 

a t t h e e x t r e m i t y o f t h e b o d y , a n d c l o s e t o e a c h 

o t h e r . A l l t h e f e e t a r e s t r o n g l y w e b b e d , b u t t h e 

h i n d o n e s m u c h m o r e w i d e l y a n d c o n s p i c u o u s l y 
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t h a n t h e f o r e . T h e t oes o n a l l t h e f e e t a r e five 

i n n u m b e r , a n d t h e c l a w s a r e s t r o n g a n d s h a r p . 

T h e t a i l is v e r y s h o r t . T h e w h o l e a n i m a l is c o ­

v e r e d w i t h s h o r t t h i c k - s e t h a i r . I n c o l o u r t h e 

Seal v a r i e s c o n s i d e r a b l y , b e i n g s o m e t i m e s g r e y , 

s o m e t i m e s b r o w n o r b l a c k i s h , a n d s o m e t i m e s v a ­

r i o u s l y p a t c h e d o r s p o t t e d w i t h w h i t e o r y e l l o w ­

i s h . W h e n t h e s e a n i m a l s c o l l e c t t o g e t h e r i n g r e a t 

n u m b e r s o n t h e s h o r e , t h e y d i f f u s e a v e r y s t r o n g 

a n d d i s a g r e e a b l e s m e l l . T h i s i s a p a r t i c u l a r i t y 

o b s e r v e d b y H o m e r , w h o r e p r e s e n t s M e n e l a u s r e ­

l a t i n g h i s a d v e n t u r e o n t h e I s l e o f P h a r o s , w h e r e 

h e was c o n s t r a i n e d t o l i e f o r a t i m e a m o n g a f l o c k 

o f seals, d i s g u i s e d i n t h e s k i n o f o n e o f these 

a n i m a l s . 

Seals m a y o f t e n be o b s e r v e d s l e e p i n g o n t h e 

t o p s o f r o c k s , n e a r t h e c o a s t ; b u t w h e n a p p r o a c h ­

e d t o o n e a r , t h e y s u d d e n l y p r e c i p i t a t e t h e m s e l v e s 

i n t o t h e w a t e r . S o m e t i m e s , h o w e v e r , t h e i r s leep 

is v e r y p r o f o u n d , a n d i t is e v e n a f f i r m e d b y s o m e 

t h a t t h e Seal sleeps m o r e p r o f o u n d l y t h a n m o s t 

o t h e r q u a d r u p e d s . T h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e Seal is 

so s i n g u l a r , t h a t , as B u f f o n w e l l o b s e r v e s , i t w a s a 

k i n d o f m o d e l , o n w h i c h t h e i m a g i n a t i o n o f t h e 

p o e t s f o r m e d t h e i r T r i t o n s , S i r e n s , a n d S e a - G o d s , 

w i t h a h u m a n h e a d , t h e b o d y o f a q u a d r u p e d , a n d 

t h e t a i l o f a fish. T h e Sea l is possessed o f a c o n ­

s i d e r a b l e d e g r e e o f i n t e l l i g e n c e , a n d m a y b e 

t a m e d , so as t o b e c o m e p e r f e c t l y f a m i l i a r w i t h 

t h o s e t o w h o s e c a r e i t is c o m m i t t e d ; a n d e v e n t o 

e x h i b i t s e v e r a l t r i c k s a n d g e s t i c u l a t i o n s . O f t h i s 

w e h a v e n u m e r o u s e x a m p l e s . T h e f e m a l e Seals 
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p r o d u c e t h e i r y o u n g i n t h e w i n t e r s e a s o n , a n d 

s e l d o m b r i n g m o r e t h a n t w o a t a b i r t h . I t is s a i d 

t h a t t h e y s u c k l e t h e y o u n g f o r a b o u t t h e s p a c e 

o f a f o r t n i g h t o n t h e s p o t w h e r e t h e y w e r e b o r a , 

a f t e r w h i c h t h e y t a k e t h e m o u t t o sea, a n d i n ­

s t r u c t t h e m i n s w i m m i n g a n d s e e k i n g f o r t h e i r 

f o o d , w h i c h c o n s i s t s n o t o n l y o f fish, b u t o f sea­

w e e d s , & c . & c . W h e n t h e y o u n g a r e f a t i g u e d , 

t h e p a r e n t i s s a i d t o c a r r y t h e m o n i t s b a c k . T h e 

Sea l is s u p p o s e d t o b e a l o n g - l i v e d a n i m a l , a n d 

B u f f o n is e v e n i n c l i n e d t o s u p p o s e t h a t i t m a y a t ­

t a i n t o t h e a g e o f a n h u n d r e d y e a r s . T h e v o i c e 

o f a f u l l - g r o w n S e a l i s a h o a r s e k i n d o f s o u n d , 

n o t u n l i k e t h e b a r k i n g o f a d o g : t h a t o f t h e 

y o u n g r e s e m b l e s t h e m e w i n g o f a k i t t e n . T h e y 

h a v e , h o w e v e r , l i k e m o s t o t h e r q u a d r u p e d s , v a ­

r i o u s i n f l e x i o n s o f v o i c e , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e p a s s i o n s 

w i t h w h i c h t h e y a r e i n s p i r e d . T h e y a r e s a i d t o 

d e l i g h t i n t h u n d e r - s t o r m s , a n d a t s u c h p e r i o d s t o 

s i t o n t h e r o c k s a n d c o n t e m p l a t e w i t h s e e m i n g 

d e l i g h t t h e c o n v u l s i o n s o f t h e e l e m e n t s ; i n t h i s 

r e s p e c t d i f f e r i n g w i d e l y f r o m t h e t e r r e s t r i a l q u a d ­

r u p e d s , w h i c h a r e e x t r e m e l y t e r r i f i e d a t s u c h 

t i m e s . Seals a r e g e n e r a l l y v e r y f a t , a n d a r e 

h u n t e d i n t h e n o r t h e r n r e g i o n s f o r t h e s a k e o f 

t h e i r o i l , w h i c h f o r m s a g r e a t a r t i c l e o f c o m ­

m e r c e : t h e i r s k i n s a l s o a r e m u c h u s e d f o r v a r i o u s 

c e c o n o m i c a l p u r p o s e s . 
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P I E D S E A L . 

Phoca Bicolor. P. nigra inauriculata, alio varia, naso elongato, 
pedibus posterioribus lunatis. 

Earless black Seal, variegated wi th white, wi th elongated nose, 
and lunated hind feet. 

Le Phoque a ventre blanc. B u f f , suppl. 6. p. 310. / / . 44. 
Pied Seal. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 273. 

THIS species, according to Mr. Pennant, dif­

f e r s f r o m t h e f o r m e r , i n h a v i n g t h e n o s e t a p e r 

a n d l e n g t h e n e d ; t h e f o r e f e e t f u r n i s h e d w i t h f i v e 

toes i n c l o s e d i n a m e m b r a n e , b u t v e r y d i s t i n c t : 

t h e c l a w s l o n g a n d s t r a i t : t h e h i n d f e e t v e i y 

b r o a d : f i v e d i s t i n c t t oes , w i t h t h e c l a w s j u s t e x ­

t e n d i n g t o t h e m a r g i n o f t h e m e m b r a n e , w h i c h 

e x p a n d s i n t o t h e f o r m o f a c r e s c e n t . 

I n t h e f i r s t o r f o l i o e d i t i o n o f t h e B r i t i s h Z o o ­

l o g y , i t is n o t c o n s i d e r e d as d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e c o m ­

m o n Sea l , o f w h i c h i t w a s r e g a r d e d as a m e r e v a ­

r i e t y ; b u t i n t h e t h i r d e d i t i o n o f t h e H i s t o r y o f 

Q u a d r u p e d s i t is d e s c r i b e d a n d f i g u r e d u n d e r t h e 

t i t l e o f t h e P i e d Seal . I t is a l so f i g u r e d b y t h e 

C o u n t d e B u f f o n i n h i s s i x t h s u p p l e m e n t a l v o l u m e , 

a n d is t h e r e c o n s i d e r e d as a d i s t i n c t species . T h e 

C o u n t d e B u f f o n obse rves , t h a t i t f r e q u e n t s t h e 

coas ts o f t h e A d r i a t i c , g r o w i n g t o t h e l e n g t h o f 

s e v e n f e e t a n d a h a l f . I n c o l o u r i t v a r i e s , l i k e 

t h e c o m m o n S e a l ; M r . P e n n a n t ' s s p e c i m e n b e i n g 

b l a c k , w i t h w h i t e t h r o a t a n d n e c k ; w h i l e t h a t d e ­

s c r i b e d b y B u f f o n was b l a c k , w i t h a w h i t e b e l l y . 

I t m a y b e t a m e d l i k e t h e c o m m o n Sea l , a n d is 
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t h e n o f a m i l d d i s p o s i t i o n , t h o u g h f e r o c i o u s w h e n 

first t a k e n . M r . P e n n a n t ' s figure seems t o d i f f e r 

c o n s i d e r a b l y f r o m B u t t o n ' s , w h i c h l a t t e r ha s a 

m u c h t h i c k e r n e c k , l a r g e r h e a d , a n d s h o r t e r s n o u t 

i n p r o p o r t i o n . I t w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y f o n d o f eels 

a n d c a r p , w i t h w h i c h i t w a s f e d d u r i n g t h e t i m e 

o f i t s c a p t i v i t y , a n d w h i c h w e r e first r o l l e d i n 

s a l t , i n o r d e r t o r e n d e r t h e m m o r e a g r e e a b l e t o 

t h e a n i m a l 

M E D I T E R R A N E A N S E A L . 

Phoca Monachus. P. capite inauriculato, dentibus incisorihus utrius-
que maxilla quatuor, palmis indi<visis, plant is exunguiculatis. Lin. 
Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 64. 

Hermann act. nat. scrutat. Berol. 4. p. 456. t. 12, I 3. 
Earless Seal, wi th four cutting-teeth in each jaw, the fore feet 

undivided, the hinder pinniform and without claws. 
Mediterranean Seal. Pennant Quadr. p. 273. 

THIS species has obtained the name of Mona­

c h u s , o r c o w l e d Sea l , f r o m t h e looseness o r w i d t h 

o f t h e s k i n b e h i n d t h e n e c k , w h i c h , w h e n t h e 

a n i m a l is p l a c e d o n i t s b a c k , f o l d s l i k e a m o n k ' s 

c o w l . I t i n h a b i t s t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n Sea, g r o w i n g 

t o t h e l e n g t h o f m o r e t h a n e i g h t f e e t . T h e h e a d is 

s m a l l : t h e n e c k l o n g e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e c o m m o n 

S e a l ; t h e o r i f i c e s o f t h e ea r s n o t l a r g e r t h a n a 

p e a : t h e h a i r s h o r t a n d r u d e : t h e c o l o u r d u s k y , 

s p o t t e d w i t h a s h - c o l o u r : t h e toes o n t h e f o r e f e e t 

h a v e n a i l s , b u t t h e h i n d f e e t r e s e m b l e fins, a n d 

h a v e n o n a i l s . T h i s spec ies s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n 
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first d e s c r i b e d w i t h a c c u r a c y b y M r . H e r m a n n , 

i n t h e 4 t h v o l u m e o f t h e B e r l i n T r a n s a c t i o n s . 

L O N G - N E C K E D S E A L . 

Phoca Longicollis. P. inauriculata, collo elongato, pedibus anteriori-
bus pinniformibus. 

Earless long-necked Seal, with the fore feet pinniform. 
Long-necked Seal. Pennant Quadr. 274. Grew mus. reg. soc. 

p. 95. 

WITH a slender body: length from nose to the 

f o r e l egs as g r e a t as f r o m t h e m t o t h e t a i l : n o 

c l a w s o n t h e f o r e f e e t , w h i c h r e s e m b l e fins. T h i s 

species is m e n t i o n e d b y G r e w i n h i s M u s e u m o f 

t h e R o y a l S o c i e t y , a n d is figured i n t h e P h i l o s o ­

p h i c a l T r a n s a c t i o n s . I t s n a t i v e p l a c e is u n c e r ­

t a i n . 

F A L K L A N D I S L E S E A L . 

Phoca Falklandica. P. cinerea, capite auriculato, dentibus incisori­
hus sulcatis. 

Cinereous Seal, with small pointed ears, and the cutting-teeth 
marked with furrows. 

Falkland Isle Seal. Pennant S>uadr. p. 275. 

THIS is found in the seas about Falkland isles, 

a n d is a b o u t f o u r f e e t l o n g , w i t h s h o r t c i n e r e o u s 

h a i r , t i p p e d w i t h d u l l w h i t e : t h e n o s e s h o r t , a n d 

bese t w i t h b l a c k b r i s t l e s : ears s h o r t , n a r r o w , a n d 

p o i n t e d : t h e u p p e r c u t t i n g - t e e t h f u r r o w e d t r a n s -
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v e r s l y : t h e l o w e r i n a n o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n : o n 

e a c h s i d e o f t h e c a n i n e t e e t h a l e s se r o r s e c o n d a r y 

o n e : t h e g r i n d e r s a r e c o n o i d , w i t h a s m a l l p r o ­

cess o n e a c h s i d e , n e a r t h e b a s e : t h e f o r e f e e t 

h a v e n o c l a w s , b u t t h e b o n e s o f t h e t o e s , w h i c h 

a r e five i n n u m b e r , m a y b e a l l f e l t b e n e a t h t h e 

s k i n o r w e b , w h i c h e x t e n d s a g o o d w a y b e y o n d 

t h e i r e n d s : t h e t o e s o f t h e h i n d f e e t a r e f o u r , 

w i t h l o n g a n d s t r a i t c l a w s ; t h e s k i n s t r e t c h i n g 

f a r b e y o n d t h e m . 

T O R T O I S E - H E A D E D S E A L . 

Phoca Testudinea. P. capite testudineo, collo graeili. 
Seal with tortoise-shaped head, and slender neck. 
Tortoise-headed Seal. Pennant Quadr. p. 276. 

WITH head shaped like that of a Tortoise: neck 

s l e n d e r : f e e t r e s e m b l i n g t h o s e o f t h e c o m m o n 

Sea l . T h i s is d e s c r i b e d b y D r . P a r s o n s , i n t h e 

P h i l o s o p h i c a l T r a n s a c t i o n s , w h o i n f o r m s us t h a t 

i t is f o u n d o n s e v e r a l o f t h e E u r o p e a n coas t s . 

R I B B O N S E A L . 

Phoca Fasciata. P. nigricans, fascia dor salt subquadrata flava. 
Blackish Seal, w i th a squarish dorsal yellow band. 
Ribbon Seal. Pennant Quadr. p. 276. 

THIS species, which is at present only known 

f r o m a p a r t o f i t s s k i n d e s c r i b e d b y t h e c e l e b r a t e d 

D r . P a l l a s , is a n a t i v e o f t h e seas a b o u t t h e K u r i l e 
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i s l a n d s . T h e h a i r is s h o r t , g l o s s y , a n d b r i s t l y , 

a n d o f a n u n i f o r m b l a c k i s h c o l o u r , b u t is m a r k e d 

o n t h e u p p e r p a r t b y a y e l l o w r i b b o n - l i k e b a n d , 

so d i s p o s e d as t o r e p r e s e n t , i n s o m e m e a s u r e , t h e 

o u t l i n e o f a s a d d l e , a n d l e a v i n g a l a r g e i n c l u d e d 

space o n t h e b a c k . T h e h e a d a n d l egs w e r e 

w a n t i n g i n t h i s s k i n ; t h e m i d d l e p a r t o n l y h a v i n g 

b e e n seen b y D r . P a l l a s , so t h a t t h e size o f t h e 

a n i m a l is u n k n o w n ; b u t i t is c o n c l u d e d t o b e a 

v e r y l a r g e species . 

L E P O R I N E S E A L . 

Phoca Leporina. P. <vellere suberecto, molli, albido. 
Seal with white, soft, suberect fur. 
Leporine Seal. Pennant 2>uadr. p. 277. 

THIS species exceeds the length of six feet, and 

is a n a t i v e o f t h e seas a b o u t I c e l a n d ; be ing" f o u n d 

f r o m S p i t s b e r g e n t o T c h u t k i n o s s . I n t h e s u m ­

m e r m o n t h s i t is f o u n d i n t h e w h i t e sea, a s c e n d ­

i n g a n d d e s c e n d i n g r i v e r s i n q u e s t o f p r e y . I t s 

f u r is s o f t , l i k e t h a t o f a h a r e , g r o w i n g n e a r l y 

u p r i g h t , a n d is o f a d u l l w h i t e - c o l o u r : t h e v i ­

brissa? o r w h i s k e r s a r e l o n g a n d t h i c k : t h e r e a re 

f o u r c u t t i n g - t e e t h a b o v e , a n d t h e s a m e b e l o w , 

a n d n a i l s b o t h o n t h e f o r e a n d h i n d f e e t . 
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G R E A T S E A L . 

Phoca Barbata. P. capite la<vi inauriculato, corpore nigricante. 
Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 65. 

Earless blackish Seal, wi th smooth head. 
Le grand Phoque. B u f f . 1 3 . / . 345. 
Great Seal. Pennant Quadr. p. 277. 

THIS is similar to the common Seal, but grows 

t o t h e l e n g t h o f t w e l v e f e e t ; h a v i n g b e e n s h o t i n 

t h e n o r t h o f S c o t l a n d o f t h a t s ize . W h e n so 

y o u n g as t o h a v e s c a r c e a n y t e e t h i t is u p w a r d s 

o f s e v e n f e e t l o n g ; w h e r e a s t h e c o m m o n Sea l is 

a t i t s f u l l g r o w t h w h e n i t ha s a r r i v e d a t t h e l e n g t h 

o f s i x f e e t . I t is a n a t i v e o f t h e n o r t h e r n seas. 

T h e s k i n , w h i c h is t h i c k a n d s t r o n g , i s s a i d t o b e 

u s e d b y t h e G r e e n l a n d e r s f o r t h o n g s f o r t h e i r Sea l 

fishery. M r . P e n n a n t s u p p o s e s t h i s spec ies t o b e 

t h e s a m e w i t h t h e Great Kamtschatkan Seal, c a l l ­

e d b y t h e R u s s i a n s L a c h t a c h , w h i c h w e i g h s e i g h t 

h u n d r e d p o u n d s , a n d w h o s e y o u n g a r e o f a b l a c k 

c o l o u r . 

R O U G H S E A L . 

Phoca Hispida. P. capite l<e<vi subauriculato, corpore pallide fusco 
pilis surrectis hispido. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 64. 

Pale-brown subauriculated Seal, wi th the head smooth, and the 
body covered wi th rising bristly hair. 

Rough Seal. Pennant Quadr. p. 278. 

T H I S is o f a p a l e b r o w n c o l o u r , w i t h r o u g h 

b r i s t l y h a i r , a n d i s a n a t i v e o f t h e seas a b o u t 
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G r e e n l a n d , w h e r e t h e n a t i v e s c a t c h i t f o r i t s s k i n , 

w i t h w h i c h t h e y m a k e g a r m e n t s w i t h t h e h a i r y 

s i d e i n w a r d s . M r . P e n n a n t supposes t h i s t o b e 

t h e species c a l l e d t h e Square Phipper b y t h e N e w ­

f o u n d l a n d S e a l - h u n t e r s , a n d w h i c h t h e y d e s c r i b e 

b y s a y i n g t h a t i t s c o a t r e s e m b l e s t h a t o f a w a t e r -

s p a n i e l , a n d t h a t t h e a n i m a l s o m e t i m e s w e i g h s 

f i v e h u n d r e d p o u n d s . 

P O R C I N E S E A L . 

Phoca Porcina. P. capite auriculato, naso porcine, pedibus pentadac-
tylis. 

Eared Seal, with hog-like snout, and five-toed feet. 
Porcine Seal. Pennant 2>uadr, p. 178. 

IN its general form this species resembles the 

Ursine Seal, b u t t h e nose is l o n g e r , a n d f o r m e d 

l i k e t h a t o f a h o g . I t ha s a l s o f i v e d i s t i n c t toes 

c o v e r e d w i t h a c o m m o n m e m b r a n e . I t i n h a b i t s 

t h e c o a s t o f C h i l i , a n d is a r a r e species . 

Y E L L O W S E A L . 

Phoca Flavescens. P.favescens, capite auriculato. 
Yellowish Seal, with pointed ears. 
Eared Seal. Pennant Quadr. p. 278. 

THE eared Seal appears to be a rare species, 

a n d is s m a l l e r t h a n m o s t o f t h e g e n u s , n o t m u c h 

e x c e e d i n g t h e l e n g t h o f t w o f e e t f r o m t h e n o s e 

t o t h e t a i l ; a n d f r o m t h e s a m e p l a c e t o t h e e x -
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t r e m i t y o f t h e h i n d f e e t , a b o u t t w o f e e t a n d a 

h a l f . I t s c o l o u r i s a n u n i f o r m p a l e y e l l o w , o r 

d e e p c r e a m - c o l o u r , w i t h o u t a n y v a r i e g a t i o n . T h e 

h e a d is r a t h e r s m a l l , a n d t h e n o s e s o m e w h a t p o i n t ­

e d : t h e ears a r e a b o u t a n i n c h l o n g , a n d a r e v e r y 

n a r r o w a n d p o i n t e d ; a n d a r e s o m e w h a t l e a f - s h a p ­

e d : t h e v ibr issa? o r w h i s k e r s l o n g a n d w h i t i s h : t h e 

t e e t h a r e r a t h e r b l u n t t h a n s h a r p , a n d t h e t w o 

m i d d l e i n c i s o r e s o r f r o n t t e e t h o f t h e l o w e r j a w 

a r e s l i g h t l y e m a r g i n a t e d . T h e f o r e f e e t a r e p i n -

n i f o r m , a n d w i t h o u t a n y a p p e a r a n c e o f t o e s o r 

c l a w s , a n d i n s h a p e s o m e w h a t r e s e m b l e t h e f o r e 

f i n s o f a t u r t l e : t h e h i n d f e e t a r e s t r o n g l y w e b b e d , 

a n d h a v e l o n g a n d v e r y d i s t i n c t c l a w s , o f w h i c h 

t h e t h r e e i n t e r m e d i a t e a r e m u c h l a r g e r t h a n t h e 

e x t e r i o r o n e s : t h e t a i l is a b o u t a n i n c h i n l e n g t h . 

T h i s Sea l is i n t h e L e v e r i a n M u s e u m , a n d is a n a ­

t i v e o f t h e M a g e l l a n i c S t r a i t s . I t h a s n e v e r b e ­

f o r e b e e n f i g u r e d , e x c e p t i n t h e p l a t e o f t h e 

M a g e l l a n i c V u l t u r e o r C o n d o r , i n t h e f i r s t n u m ­

b e r o f t h e M u s e u m L e v e r i a n u m ; b u t t h e f i g u r e 

t h e r e r e p r e s e n t e d , b e i n g m e r e l y i n t e n d e d as a n 

a c c o m p a n i m e n t t o t h e s c e n e r y o f t h e p l a t e , i s , o f 

c o u r s e , o n l y c a l c u l a t e d t o c o n v e y a g e n e r a l r e ­

s e m b l a n c e o f t h e a n i m a l . 
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H O O D E D S E A L . 

Phoca Cristata. P. capite antice cristato, corpore griseo. Lin. Syst. 
Nat. Gmel. p. 64. 

Grey Seal, with a folding skinny crest on the forehead. 
Hooded Seal. Pennant Quadr. p. 279. 

THIS is distinguished by a strong folded skin 

o n t h e f o r e h e a d , w h i c h i t c a n , a t p l e a s u r e , fling 

o v e r t h e eyes a n d n o s e , t o d e f e n d t h e m a g a i n s t 

s tones a n d s a n d i n s t o r m y w e a t h e r . I t s h a i r is 

w h i t e , w i t h a t h i c k c o a t o f b l a c k w o o l l y h a i r b e ­

n e a t h , w h i c h m a k e s t h e a n i m a l a p p e a r o f a f i n e 

g r e y . I t i n h a b i t s o n l y t h e s o u t h o f G r e e n l a n d 

a n d N e w f o u n d l a n d ; a n d i n t h e l a t t e r is c a l l e d t h e 

H o o d e d Seal . T h e h u n t e r s a f f i r m t h a t t h e y c a n ­

n o t k i l l i t t i l l t h e y r e m o v e t h e h o o d e d s k i n o r 

c o v e r i n g o f t h e h e a d . 

H A R P S E A L . 

Phoca Groenlandica. P. capite lte<vi inauriculato, corpore griseo, la-
teribus luna nigra. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 64. 

Earless grey Seal, wi th a black dorsal crescent, the horns point­
ing downwards along the sides. 

Harp Seal. Pennant Quadr. p. 279. 

THE Harp Seal is of a clumsy and inelegant 

f o r m ; t h e h e a d s e e m i n g t o j o i n t h e b o d y w i t h o u t 

t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a n y n e c k ; t h e s n o u t is r a t h e r 

p o i n t e d : t h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r o f t h e a n i m a l is w h i t ­

i s h o r g r e y , w i t h a v e r y l a r g e a n d s o m e w h a t i r r e -
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g u l a r l y d e f i n e d b l a c k a r c h o r c r e s c e n t c o m m e n ­

c i n g a t t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e b a c k ; t h e t w o b o w s 

o r h o r n s p r o c e e d i n g o b l i q u e l y d o w n w a r d s a l o n g 

e a c h s i d e t o w a r d s t h e t a i l : t h e h e a d a l so is b l a c k : 

i t is s a i d , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e b l a c k a r c h does n o t 

a p p e a r t i l l t h e fifth y e a r o f t h e a n i m a l ' s a g e ; a n d 

t h a t t h e c o l o u r d i f f e r s a n n u a l l y t i l l t h a t p e r i o d , 

d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e t h e spec ies is d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y 

t h e G r e e n l a n d e r s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e r e s p e c t i v e v a ­

r i a t i o n o f c o l o u r . T h e r e i s a l so s a i d t o b e a 

b l a c k i s h v a r i e t y . 

T h e E n g l i s h S e a l - h u n t e r s t e r m t h i s spec ies t h e 

H a r p Sea l , o r H e a r t Sea l , a n d t h e b l a c k a r c h is 

c a l l e d t h e s a d d l e . I t is a n a t i v e o f t h e seas a b o u t 

G r e e n l a n d , N e w f o u n d l a n d , I c e l a n d , t h e W h i t e 

Sea, & c . a n d , a c c o r d i n g t o M r . P e n n a n t , passes 

t h r o u g h t h e A s i a t i c S t r a i t s , as l o w as K a m t -

s c h a t k a . I t is r e c k o n e d t h e m o s t v a l u a b l e o f a l l 

t h e S e a l s ; t h e s k i n b e i n g t h e t h i c k e s t a n d t h e 

bes t , a n d i t s p r o d u c e o f o i l t h e g r e a t e s t . I t g r o w s 

t o t h e l e n g t h o f n i n e f e e t . I n t h e L e v e r i a n M u ­

s e u m is a fine s p e c i m e n o f t h i s a n i m a l . 
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Phoca Pusilla. P. capite Itevi subauriculato, corpore fusco. Lin. 
Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 6c. 

Subauriculated dusky Seal, wi th smooth head. 
Le petit Phoque. Buff. 13. p. 333. pi. 53. 
Lit t le Seal. Pennant Quadr.p. 280. 

IN this species the hair is said to be soft, 

s m o o t h , a n d l o n g e r t h a n i n t h e C o m m o n S e a l : 

t h e c o l o u r o n t h e h e a d a n d b a c k d u s k y : b e n e a t h 

b r o w n i s h : t h e l e n g t h t w o f e e t f o u r i n c h e s : t h e 

f o u r m i d d l e c u t t i n g - t e e t h o f t h e u p p e r j a w are b i -

ficated: t h e t w o m i d d l e o f t h e l o w e r s l i g h t l y t r i -

f u r c a t e d : t h e ears v e r y s m a l l : t h e w e b s o f t h e 

f e e t e x t e n d v e r y f a r b e y o n d t h e t oe s a n d n a i l s . 

T h i s a n i m a l is f i g u r e d i n B u f f o n ' s N a t u r a l H i s t o r y , 

u n d e r t h e t i t l e o f Le petit Phoque, a n d t h e s p e c i ­

m e n is s a i d t o h a v e b e e n b r o u g h t f r o m I n d i a , b u t 

M r . P e n n a n t i m a g i n e s t h i s t o b e a n e r r o n e o u s 

i d e a , a r i s i n g f r o m s o m e m i s i n f o r m a t i o n , s i n c e , 

f r o m t h e a u t h o r i t y o f D a m p i e r , as w e l l as o f m o ­

d e r n v o y a g e r s t o t h e E a s t I n d i e s , i t s h o u l d seem 

t h a t n o seals a r e o b s e r v e d i n t h a t o c e a n . 
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Phoca Ursina. P nigricans, naso simo, capite auriculato, pedibus 
anteriorihus pinniformibus. 

Eared blackish Seal, wi th flattish nose, and fore feet shaped like 
fins. 

Ursus marinus. Steller not, act. Petrop. z. p. 331. / . 15. 
Ursine Seal. Pennant Quadr. p. 281. 

THIS is one of the larger seals, growing to the 

l e n g t h o f e i g h t f e e t , a n d w e i g h i n g e i g h t h u n d r e d 

p o u n d s . T h e f e m a l e f a l l s f a r s h o r t o f t h e size 

a n d w e i g h t o f t h e m a l e . T h e b o d y o f t h i s spe­

c ie s is o f a v e r y t h i c k f o r m , s o m e w h a t c o n i c a l o r 

d e c r e a s i n g t o w a r d s t h e t a i l : t h e g r e a t e s t c i r c u m ­

f e r e n c e i s a b o u t f i v e f e e t , a n d n e a r t h e t a i l a b o u t 

t w e n t y i n c h e s : t h e n o s e p r o j e c t s l i k e t h a t o f a 

p u g d o g , b u t t h e h e a d r ises s u d d e n l y : t h e n o s ­

t r i l s a r e o v a l , a n d d i v i d e d b y a s e p t u m : t h e l i p s 

t h i c k : t h e i r i n s i d e r e d a n d s e r r a t e d : t h e w h i s k e r s 

l o n g a n d w h i t e : t h e t e e t h l o c k i n t o e a c h o t h e r 

w h e n t h e m o u t h is c l o s e d : i n t h e u p p e r j a w a r e 

f o u r c u t t i n g - t e e t h , e a c h b i f u r c a t e d : o n b o t h s ides 

is a s m a l l s h a r p c a n i n e - t o o t h , b e n d i n g i n w a r d s : 

n e a r t h a t a n o t h e r l a r g e r : t h e g r i n d e r s r e s e m b l e 

c a n i n e - t e e t h , a n d a r e s i x i n n u m b e r i n e a c h j a w : 

i n t h e l o w e r j a w a r e a l so f o u r c u t t i n g - t e e t h a n d 

t w o c a n i n e , b u t o n l y f o u r g r i n d e r s i n e a c h j a w : 

i n a l l t h i r t y - s i x t e e t h : t o n g u e b i f i d : eyes l a r g e 

a n d p r o m i n e n t : i r i s b l a c k : p u p i l e m e r a l d - g r e e n . 

T h e eyes a r e f u r n i s h e d w i t h a f l e s h y m e m b r a n e 

w i t h w h i c h t h e y m a y o c c a s i o n a l l y b e c o v e r e d : 

t h e ea r s a r e s m a l l a n d s h a r p - p o i n t e d ; h a i r y w i t h -

v . 1. p 11 . 18 
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o u t , b u t s m o o t h a n d p o l i s h e d w i t h i n . T h e l e n g t h 

o f t h e f o r e l egs is a b o u t t w e n t y - f o u r i n c h e s , a n d 

t h e y a re less i m m e r s e d i n t h e b o d y t h a n t h o s e o f 

o t h e r Sea ls : t h e f e e t a re f o r m e d w i t h toes , b u t a re 

c o v e r e d w i t h a n a k e d s k i n , a n d h a v e m e r e l y t h e 

r u d i m e n t s o f n a i l s , so t h a t t h e i r g e n e r a l shape ap ­

p r o a c h e s t o t h a t o f t h e f o r e f e e t o f t h e s m a l l y e l ­

l o w o r e a r e d Seal , b e f o r e d e s c r i b e d , g i v i n g t h e m 

t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a t u r t l e ' s fin: t h e h i n d legs a re 

t w e n t y - t w o i n c h e s l o n g , a n d a re fixed t o t h e b o d y 

. b e h i n d , b u t a re c a p a b l e o f b e i n g b r o u g h t q u i t e 

f o r w a r d s o c c a s i o n a l l y , so t h a t t h e a n i m a l c a n r u b 

i t s h e a d w i t h t h e m : these f e e t a r e d i v i d e d i n t o 

five toes , s e p a r a t e d b y a l a r g e w e b , a n d a re a f o o t 

b r o a d : t h e t a i l is o n l y t w o i n c h e s l o n g . T h e h a i r 

is l o n g a n d r o u g h , a n d b e n e a t h i t is a s o f t d o w n 

o f a b a y c o l o u r : o n t h e n e c k o f t h e m a l e t h e h a i r 

is u p r i g h t , a n d a l i t t l e l o n g e r t h a n t h e r e s t . T h e 

g e n e r a l c o l o u r o f t h e a n i m a l is b l a c k , b u t t h e 

h a i r o f t h e o l d ones is t i p p e d w i t h g r e y ; a n d t h e 

f e m a l e s a re c i n e r e o u s . T h e flesh o f t h e f e m a l e s 

a n d t h e y o u n g is s a i d t o r e s e m b l e l a m b , a n d t h e 

y o u n g a r e s a i d t o b e as g o o d as s u c k i n g p i g s . 

T h e m a n n e r s o f t h i s species a r e so w e l l d e s c r i b ­

e d b y M r . P e n n a n t , f r o m S t e l l e r a n d o t h e r s w h o 

h a v e h a d o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f c o n t e m p l a t i n g t h e m i n 

t h e i r n a t i v e r e g i o n s , t h a t i t is i m p o s s i b l e t o w i s h 

f o r m o r e a m p l e i n f o r m a t i o n . T h e y l i v e i n f a m i ­

l ies ; e a c h m a l e has f r o m e i g h t t o fifty f e m a l e s , 

w h o m h e g u a r d s w i t h t h e j e a l o u s y o f a n E a s t e r n 

m o n a r c h . T h o u g h t h e y l i e b y t h o u s a n d s o n t h e 

s h o r e , e a c h f a m i l y k e e p s i t s e l f s e p a r a t e f r o m t h e 
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r e s t , a n d is s o m e t i m e s so n u m e r o u s as t o a m o u n t 

t o a b o v e a n h u n d r e d . T h e o l d a n i m a l s w h i c h 

h a v e b e e n d e s e r t e d b y t h e f e m a l e s , a r e s a i d t o l i v e 

a p a r t , a n d a r e m o s t e x c e s s i v e l y s p l e n e t i c a n d 

q u a r r e l s o m e . T h e y a r e e x t r e m e l y f i e r c e , a n d 

e n o r m o u s l y f a t . I t s o m e t i m e s h a p p e n s t h a t t h e y 

a p p r o a c h o r i n t r u d e u p o n e a c h o t h e r ' s s t a t i o n , i n 

w h i c h case a b a t t l e ensues b e t w e e n t h e t w o i n d i ­

v i d u a l s ; a n d t h e y , i n t h e c o n f l i c t , d i s t u r b t h e r e ­

pose o f s o m e o f t h e i r n e i g h b o u r s , t i l l i n t h e e n d 

t h e d i s c o r d b e c o m e s u n i v e r s a l , a n d is i n a m a n n e r 

s p r e a d t h r o u g h t h e w h o l e s h o r e . E x c l u s i v e o f 

t h e c o n t e s t s b e t w e e n these s o l i t a r y m a l e s , s i m i l a r 

d i s a g r e e m e n t s t a k e p l a c e b e t w e e n t h o s e w h o l i v e 

i n a m o r e s o c i a l s t a t e ; e i t h e r f r o m i n v a d i n g e a c h 

o t h e r s seats, e n d e a v o u r i n g t o a l l u r e t h e f e m a l e s , 

o r i n t e r f e r i n g i n t h e d i s p u t e s o f t h e i r n e i g h b o u r s . 

T h e s e c o n f l i c t s a r e v e r y v i o l e n t , a n d t h e w o u n d s 

t h e y r e c e i v e a r e v e r y d e e p , a n d r e s e m b l e t h e c u t s 

o f a s a b r e . A t t h e e n d o f t h e f r a y t h e y f l i n g 

t h e m s e l v e s i n t o t h e sea t o w a s h a w a y t h e b l o o d . 

T h e y s h e w a g r e a t a t t a c h m e n t t o t h e i r y o u n g , 

a n d s h e w a l l t h e s i g n s o f t h e d e e p e s t c o n c e r n o n 

l o s i n g t h e m . 

T h e U r s i n e Sea l is a n i n h a b i t a n t o f t h e i s l a n d s 

i n t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f K a m s t c h a t k a . I n t h e s e 

i s l a n d s t h e y a r e seen f r o m J u n e t o S e p t e m b e r , 

d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e t h e y b r e e d a n d e d u c a t e t h e i r 

y o u n g . I n S e p t e m b e r t h e y a r e s a i d t o q u i t t h e i r 

s t a t i o n s , a n d t o r e t u r n , s o m e t o t h e A s i a t i c , a n d 

s o m e t o t h e A m e r i c a n s h o r e ; b u t a r e g e n e r a l l y 

c o n f i n e d t o a s p a c e i n t h o s e seas b e t w e e n l a t . 5 0 
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a n d 5 6 . T h e y s w i m v e r y s w i f t l y , a t t h e r a t e o f 

s even m i l e s a n h o u r , a n d a re v e r y t i e r c e a n d 

s t r o n g . T h e y a re s a i d t o b e v e r y t e n a c i o u s o f 

l i f e , a n d t o l i v e a f o r t n i g h t a f t e r r e c e i v i n g s u c h 

w o u n d s as w o u l d i m m e d i a t e l y d e s t r o y a l m o s t a n y 

o t h e r a n i m a l . 

B O T T L E - N O S E D S E A L . 

Phoca Leonina. P. capite antice cristato, corpore fusco. Lin. Syst. 
Nat. Gmel. p. 63. 

Brown Seal, with the snout of the male furnished with a pro­
jecting crest or inflated membrane. 

Sea-Lion. Anson's <voy. p. 122. 
Bottle-nosed Seal. Pennant £>uadr. 2. p. 286. 

THIS species (in the male) is distinguished by 

i t s p r o j e c t i n g s n o u t , w h i c h h a n g s s e v e r a l i n c h e s 

o v e r t h e l o w e r j a w ; t h e u p p e r p a r t c o n s i s t i n g o f a 

loose w r i n k l e d s k i n , w h i c h t h e a n i m a l , w h e n a n ­

g r y , has a p o w e r o f i n f l a t i n g , so as t o g i v e t h e 

nose a n a r c h e d o r h o o k e d a p p e a r a n c e . I t is a 

v e r y l a r g e species, t h e m a l e m e a s u r i n g t w e n t y , 

a n d t h e f e m a l e a b o u t e i g h t e e n f e e t i n l e n g t h . 

T h e f e e t a r e s h o r t : t h e h i n d e r ones w e b b e d i n 

s u c h a m a n n e r as t o r e s e m b l e a k i n d o f f i n s : t h e 

eyes a re l a r g e : t h e vibrissa? o r w h i s k e r s a r e a lso 

l a r g e a n d l o n g : t h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r o f t h e a n i m a l 

is a deep c r e a m o r d u n , o r r a t h e r a r u s t - c o l o u r : 

i n t h e f e m a l e t h e nose is b l u n t a n d t u b e r o u s a t 

t h e t o p : t h e n o s t r i l s w i d e : t h e m o u t h r a t h e r 

s m a l l : i n t h e u p p e r j a w a r e f o u r c u t t i n g - t e e t h , 
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t h e t w o e x t e r i o r o f w h i c h a r e m u c h l a r g e r t h a n 

t h e t w o m i d d l e o n e s : t h e r e a r e a lso t w o v e r y l a r g e 

b u t r a t h e r b l u n t c a n i n e - t e e t h , r e m o t e f r o m t h e 

c u t t i n g - t e e t h : a n d o n e a c h s i d e a r e f i v e s m a l l 

c o n i c a l g r i n d e r s o r m o l a r e s . I n t h e l o w e r j a w 

a r e o n l y t w o v e r y s m a l l c u t t i n g - t e e t h ; t w o l a r g e 

c a n i n i l i k e t h e m i n t h e u p p e r j a w , a n d five g r i n d ­

ers o n e a c h s i de . T h e c u t t i n g - t e e t h t h e m s e l v e s 

r e s e m b l e t h e s h a p e o f t h e c a n i n i i n m i n i a t u r e . I n 

t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m is a t o l e r a b l y w e l l p r e s e r v e d 

s k i n o f a f e m a l e , w h i c h f o r m e r l y b e l o n g e d t o t h e 

M u s e u m o f t h e R o y a l S o c i e t y . T h i s species i n ­

h a b i t s t h e seas a b o u t N e w Z e a l a n d , t h e i s l a n d o f 

J u a n F e r n a n d e z , a n d t h e F a l k l a n d i s l a n d s . I n 

J u a n F e r n a n d e z , d u r i n g t h e b r e e d i n g season, v i z . 

i n J u n e a n d J u l y , t h e y a r e seen i n g r e a t n u m b e r s 

s u c k l i n g t h e i r y o u n g o n t h e s h o r e : t h e y b r i n g 

t w o y o u n g a t a b i r t h : t h e f e m a l e s a r e o b s e r v e d t o 

be e x c e s s i v e l y fierce d u r i n g t h e t i m e o f r e a r i n g 

t h e y o u n g : t o w a r d s e v e n i n g b o t h t h e m a l e a n d 

f e m a l e s w i m o u t a l i t t l e w a y t o sea, t h e f e m a l e 

b e a r i n g t h e y o u n g o n h e r b a c k , w h i c h i t is s a i d t h e 

m a l e f r e q u e n t l y p u s h e s o f f , i n o r d e r t o o b l i g e 

t h e m t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r s w i m m i n g p o w e r s . O n 

t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e s e a n i m a l s o n t h e b r e e d i n g -

i s l a n d s , t h e y a r e s a i d t o b e so e x c e s s i v e l y f a t as 

t o r e s e m b l e s k i n s o f o i l ; t h e t r e m u l o u s m o t i o n o f 

t h e b l u b b e r b e i n g p l a i n l y p e r c e i v a b l e b e n e a t h t h e 

s k i n . A s i n g l e a n i m a l has b e e n k n o w n t o y i e l d 

a b u t t o f o i l , a n d t o b e so f u l l o f b l o o d t h a t w h a t 

has r u n o u t has filled t w o h o g s h e a d s . T h e flesh 

is e a t a b l e . L o r d A n s o n ' s s a i l 0 r s e a t i t u n d e r t h e 
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d e n o m i n a t i o n o f beef , t o d i s t i n g u i s h i t f r o m t h a t 

o f t h e Sea l , w h i c h t h e y t e r m e d l a m b . 

L E O N I N E S E A L . 

Phoca Jubata. P. cewice (maris) jubata. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. 
p. 63. 

Reddish-brown Seal, with a large mane round the neck of the 
male. 

Leo marinus. Steller ntrv. act. Petrop. 2. p. 360. 
Sea-Lion. Cook's voy. 2. 203. Forster's <voy. 2. 513. 
Leonine Seal. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 288. 

THIS is so termed from the large and loose 

m a n e o r f l o a t i n g h a i r w i t h w h i c h t h e h e a d a n d 

n e c k o f t h e m a l e is f u r n i s h e d . T h e n o s e is s h o r t 

a n d t u r n s u p a l i t t l e : t h e eyes a r e l a r g e : t h e 

w h i s k e r s v e r y l a r g e a n d s t r o n g : t h e h a i r o n t h e 

w h o l e b o d y is s m o o t h , s h o r t , a n d g l o s s y : i t s c o ­

l o u r is a deep b r o w n ; b u t t h o s e o f t h i s species w h i c h 

a re f o u n d o n K a m t s c h a t k a a r e s a i d t o b e r e d d i s h , 

a n d t h e f e m a l e s t a w n y . T h e m a l e s a re f a r l a r g e r 

t h a n f e m a l e s , a n d g r o w f r o m t h e l e n g t h o f f r o m t e n 

t o f o u r t e e n f e e t : t h e f e m a l e s a r e f r o m s i x t o e i g h t 

f e e t , a n d o f a m o r e s l e n d e r f o r m t h a n t h e m a l e s . 

T h e w e i g h t o f a f u l l - g r o w n m a l e is f r o m t w e l v e 

t o f i f t e e n h u n d r e d p o u n d s . A s t i l l g r e a t e r size 

has b e e n a s c r i b e d t o t h o s e o f F a l k l a n d isles, v i z . 

t h a t o f t w e n t y - f i v e f e e t i n l e n g t h , a n d n i n e t e e n o r 

t w e n t y f e e t r o u n d t h e s h o u l d e r s . 

T h e s e a n i m a l s , a c c o r d i n g t o M r . P e n n a n t , i n ­

h a b i t , i n v a s t n u m b e r s , t h e i s l a n d s c a l l e d P e n g u i n 
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a n d Sea l i s l a n d s , n e a r C a p e D e s i r e , o n t h e c o a s t 

o f P a t a g o n i a ; a n d a r e f o u n d w i t h i n t h e M a g e l ­

l a n i c S t r a i t s , a n d o n F a l k l a n d i s l a n d s , b u t h a v e 

n o t b e e n d i s c o v e r e d i n a n y o t h e r p a r t o f t h e 

s o u t h e r n h e m i s p h e r e , o r i n a n y o t h e r p l a c e n e a r e r 

t h a n t h e sea b e t w e e n K a m t s c h a t k a a n d A m e r i c a . 

T h e y l i v e i n f a m i l i e s d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e U r s i n e a n d 

o t h e r S e a l s ; t h e i r m a n n e r s , h o w e v e r , a r e n e a r l y 

t h e s a m e : t h e y a r e p o l y g a m o u s , e a c h m a l e b e i n g 

a c c o m p a n i e d b y f r o m t w o t o t h i r t y f e m a l e s . T h e 

m a l e s u t t e r a s n o r t i n g s o u n d , a n d o c c a s i o n a l l y 

r o a r l i k e b u l l s : t h e v o i c e o f t h e f e m a l e s r e s e m b l e s 

t h a t o f c a l v e s , a n d t h e y o u n g b l e a t l i k e l a m b s , 

t h e f o o d o f t h e L e o n i n e Sea l c o n s i s t s o f t h e s m a l l e r 

k i n d s o f p e n g u i n s , fish, seals, & c . b u t d u r i n g t h e 

b r e e d i n g season t h e y a r e s a i d t o f a s t f o r t h r e e o r 

f o u r m o n t h s , d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e t h e y s w a l l o w a 

n u m b e r o f l a r g e s tones , i n o r d e r t o k e e p t h e i r s t o ­

m a c h s i n a d i s t e n d e d s t a t e . 

U R I G N E S E A L . 

Phoca Lupina. P. (inaurkulata?) capite canino, pedibus anterioribm 
pinniformibus. 

Earless Seal wi th dog-like head, and fore feet shaped like fins. 
Urigne Seal. Pennant Quadr. p. 290. 

THIS is a smaller species than the former, be­

i n g f o u n d f r o m a b o u t t h r e e t o e i g h t f e e t i n l e n g t h . 

T h e b o d y is t h i c k a t t h e s h o u l d e r s , a n d g r a d u a l l y 

lessens t o t h e h i n d l e g s . T h e h e a d r e s e m b l e s 

t h a t o f a d o g , w i t h c l o s e c u t e a r s : t h e n o s e is 
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s h o r t a n d b l u n t : i n t h e m o u t h a re s i x c u t t i n g -

t e e t h a b o v e , a n d f o u r b e l o w : t h e f o r e f e e t h a v e 

f o u r toes i n c l o s e d i n a m e m b r a n a c e o u s shea th , so 

as t o r e s e m b l e fins; a n d t h e h i n d f e e t a re h i d i n a 

c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e s k i n o f t h e b a c k , a n d h a v e 

five toes o f u n e q u a l l e n g t h l i k e t h e fingers o f t h e 

h u m a n h a n d : t h e t a i l is t h r e e i n c h e s l o n g : t h e 

s k i n is c o v e r e d w i t h t w o sor t s o f h a i r ; o n e l i k e 

t h a t o f a n o x , t h e o t h e r h a r d e r : t h e c o l o u r s a re 

v a r i o u s . T h e s e a n i m a l s a re t h e Sea Wolves m e n ­

t i o n e d b y n a v i g a t o r s o f f t h e i s l a n d o f L o b o s , n e a r 

t h e R i v e r P l a t a . T h e y a re s a i d t o a p p e a r t h e r e 

i n v a s t m u l t i t u d e s , a n d t o m e e t t h e sh ips , a n d 

e v e n t o h a n g a t t h e sh ip ' s s ide b y t h e i r paws , 

s e e m i n g t o s t a re a t a n d a d m i r e t h e c r e w : t h e n 

d r o p o f f a n d r e t u r n t o t h e i r f o r m e r h a u n t s . T h e 

n a t i v e s o f C h i l i k i l l t h e m f o r t h e sake o f t h e i r 

o i l . 

I n e n u m e r a t i n g t h e species o f Seals, w e h a v e 

c h i e f l y f o l l o w e d M r . P e n n a n t ; b u t i t m a y p e r h a p s 

b e d o u b t e d w h e t h e r s o m e o f these a n i m a l s m a y 

n o t r a t h e r be c o n s i d e r e d as v a r i e t i e s t h a n as t r u l y 

d i s t i n c t species. 



2 7 3 

C O M M O N D O G . 

Generic Character. 

Dentes Primores superiores I 
sex; laterales longiores, 
distantes; in te rmedi i l o -
ba t i . 

Inferiores sex ; laterales lobat i . 

Laniarii solitarii, incurvati. 

Mo/ares sex vel sept?m (plu-
resve quam i n re l iqu is ) . 

Cutting-teeth i n the upper j a w 
s ix ; the laternal ones long­
er, distant; the interme­
diate ones lobated. 

I n the lower j a w six; the la­

teral ones lobated. 

Canine-teeth solitary, incur-
vated. 

Grinders six or seven (or 

more than i n other genera 
o f this order). 

C O M M O N DOG. 

Canis Fatniliaris. C. cauda sinistrorsum recurvata. Lin, Syst. 
Nat. p. 56. 

D o g wi th recurved tail turned towards the left. 

Canis. Gesn. ^uadr. 9 1 . Aldr. dig. 482. Johnst. ^uadr. 122. 
Ray. £>uadr. 176. 

THE Dog, that most faithful and valuable do­

m e s t i c , is o n e o f t h o s e a n i m a l s w h i c h h a v e so 

l o n g b e e n t a k e n u n d e r t h e p e c u l i a r p r o t e c t i o n o f 

m a n k i n d , t h a t t h e r e a l o r i g i n o f t h e species r e -
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m a i n s i n a s t a te o f u n c e r t a i n t y ; w i l d d o g s a p p e a r t o 

b e f o u n d i n g r e a t t r o o p s i n C o n g o , l o w e r ^ E t h i o p i a , 

a n d t o w a r d s t h e C a p e o f G o o d H o p e . T h e y a re 

s a i d t o b e r e d - h a i r e d , w i t h s l e n d e r b o d i e s a n d 

t u r n e d - u p t a i l s , l i k e g r e y h o u n d s . I t is a lso a d d e d , 

t h a t t h e y v a r y i n c o l o u r , h a v e u p r i g h t ears , a n d 

a r e o f t h e g e n e r a l size o f a l a r g e f o x - h o u n d . 

T h e y d e s t r o y c a t t l e , a n d h u n t d o w n an t e lopes , 

a n d m a n y o t h e r a n i m a l s , a n d c o m m i t g r e a t r a ­

vages a m o n g t h e sheep o f t h e H o t t e n t o t s . T h e y 

a re v e r y s e l d o m t o b e t a k e n , b e i n g e x t r e m e l y 

s w i f t as w e l l as f i e r c e . T h e y o u n g a r e s a i d t o be 

s o m e t i m e s o b t a i n e d , b u t g r o w so fierce as t o b e 

v e r y d i f f i c u l t l y r e n d e r e d d o m e s t i c . 

I t is n o t , h o w e v e r , a l l o w e d b y m o d e r n n a t u ­

r a l i s t s , t h a t these w i l d d o g s c o n s t i t u t e t h e t r u e o r 

r e a l species i n a s t a te o f n a t u r e , b u t t h a t t h e y a re 

r a t h e r t h e d e s c e n d a n t s o f d o g s o n c e d o m e s t i c a t e d , 

a n d w h i c h h a v e r e l a p s e d i n t o a s t a t e r e s e m b l i n g 

t h a t o f p r i m i t i v e w i l d n e s s ; a n d a t h e o r y has f o r 

s o m e t i m e p r e v a i l e d , t h a t t h e W o l f is i n r e a l i t y 

t h e s t o c k o r o r i g i n a l f r o m w h i c h t h e D o g has 

p r o c e e d e d . T h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , h o w e v e r , i n 

t h e e a r l i e r p a r t o f h i s w r i t i n g s , m a i n t a i n s a c o n ­
t r a r y o p i n i o n . 

" T h e W o l f a n d t h e D o g (says B u f f o n ) h a v e n e ­

v e r b e e n r e g a r d e d as t h e s ame species b u t b y t h e 

n o m e n c l a t o r s o f n a t u r a l h i s t o r y , w h o , b e i n g ac­

q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e s u r f a c e o f n a t u r e o n l y , n e v e r 

e x t e n d t h e i r v i e w s b e y o n d t h e i r o w n m e t h o d s , 

w h i c h a re a l w a y s d e c e i t f u l , a n d o f t e n e r r o n e o u s 

e v e n i n t h e m o s t o b v i o u s f a c t s . T h e W o l f a n d 
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D o g ( a d d s t h i s a u t h o r ) c a n n o t b r e e d t o g e t h e r , 

a n d p r o d u c e a n i n t e r m e d i a t e r a c e : t h e i r d i s p o s i ­

t i o n s a r e o p p o s i t e , a n d t h e i r c o n s t i t u t i o n s d i f f e r ­

e n t : t h e W o l f a l so l i v e s l o n g e r t h a n t h e D o g ; t h e 

f o r m e r b r e e d s b u t o n c e a y e a r , b u t t h e d o g t w i c e 

o r t h r i c e . T h e s e d i s t i n c t i o n s a r e m o r e t h a n s u f ­

ficient t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h e t w o a n i m a l s t o b e o f 

v e r y d i f f e r e n t k i n d s . B e s i d e s , o n a c l o s e r i n s p e c ­

t i o n , w e e a s i l y p e r c e i v e t h a t e v e n e x t e r n a l l y t h e 

W o l f d i f f e r s f r o m t h e d o g b y e s s e n t i a l a n d u n i ­

f o r m c h a r a c t e r s . T h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e h e a d a n d 

t h e f o r m o f t h e b o n e s a r e b y n o m e a n s t h e s a m e . 

T h e c a v i t y o f t h e e y e i n t h e W o l f is p l a c e d o b ­

l i q u e l y ; t h e o r b i t s a r e i n c l i n e d ; t h e eyes s p a r k l e 

a n d s h i n e i n t h e d a r k : i n s t e a d o f b a r k i n g t h e 

W T o l f h o w l s ; h i s m o v e m e n t s , t h o u g h q u i c k a n d 

p r e c i p i t a t e , a r e m o r e u n i f o r m a n d e q u a l : h i s b o d y 

is s t r o n g e r , b u t n o t so f l e x i b l e : h i s l i m b s a r e f i r m e r , 

h i s j a w s a n d t e e t h l a r g e r , a n d h i s h a i r c o a r s e r 

a n d t h i c k e r . " A l l t h i s , h o w e v e r , w a s s a i d l o n g 

b e f o r e t h e c e l e b r a t e d e x p e r i m e n t s h a d b e e n m a d e , 

w h i c h h a v e c l e a r l y p r o v e d t h a t a h y b r i d o f f s p r i n g 

m a y b e o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e D o g a n d t h e W o l f , a n d 

t h a t t h e b r e e d m a y b e c o n t i n u e d b e t w e e n t h e h y ­

b r i d s t h e m s e l v e s , o r w i t h o t h e r D o g s . I n h i s 

s u p p l e m e n t a l v o l u m e s t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n h i m ­

s e l f has a m p l y d e t a i l e d s o m e e x p e r i m e n t s o f t h i s 

k i n d , a n d has g i v e n e n g r a v i n g s o f t h e d e s c e n d ­

a n t s . B u t t h o u g h t h e W o l f a n d t h e D o g m a y 

t h u s b r e e d t o g e t h e r , a n d t h e i r p r o g e n y m a y a l so 

p r o v e f e r t i l e , y e t t h i s c a n h a r d l y b e a l l o w e d a 

s u f f i c i e n t p r o o f o f a r e a l i d e n t i t y o f spec ies . T h e 
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same c i r c u m s t a n c e has b e e n k n o w n t o t a k e p l ace 

b e t w e e n t h e H o r s e a n d t h e A s s ; t h e M u l e s o f 

w h i c h h a v e s o m e t i m e s p r o v e d f e r t i l e ; a n d t h e same 

m a y be s a i d o f t h e G o l d f i n c h a n d t h e C a n a r y -

b i r d ; b u t s u r e l y w e a re n o t j u s t i f i e d i n s u p p o s i n g 

t h e species t o be t h e same. W e c a n o n l y c o n ­

c l u d e f r o m s u c h e x p e r i m e n t s , t h a t a n i m a l s o f spe­

cies e x t r e m e l y n e a r l y a l l i e d t o e a c h o t h e r , t h o u g h 

r e a l l y d i f f e r e n t , m a y s o m e t i m e s i n t e r m i x , a n d 

p r o d u c e a f e r t i l e p r o g e n y ; b u t t h e g e n u i n e spe­

cies s t i l l r e m a i n s i n t e m e r a t e d . I f , h o w e v e r , t h e 

o r i g i n o f t h e D o g m u s t be t r a c e d t o s o m e o t h e r 

a n i m a l , t h e J a c k a l l p e r h a p s seems a m o r e p r o b a ­

b l e o r i g i n t h a n t h e W o l f . 

I t is g e n e r a l l y b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e D o g was u n ­

k n o w n i n A m e r i c a o n t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e E u r o ­

peans * . 

D o g s , i n d e e d , i n a w i l d s t a t e , a re s a i d t o be 

f r e q u e n t l y f o u n d i n S o u t h A m e r i c a , b u t these are 

supposed t o be t h e d e s c e n d a n t s o f s u c h as w e r e 

i n t r o d u c e d b y t h e E u r o p e a n s o n t h e first d i s c o ­

v e r y o f A m e r i c a . W h e n t a k e n y o u n g t h e y a re 

s a id t o be r e a d i l y t a m e d , a n d t o a c q u i r e t h e h a ­

b i t s o f t h e d o m e s t i c D o g . T h e y r e s e m b l e G r e y ­

h o u n d s i n a p p e a r a n c e . L i n n a e u s obse rves , t h a t 

t h e A m e r i c a n d o g does n o t b a r k ; b u t t h i s r e la tes 

t o t h e w i l d d o g s o f N o r t h A m e r i c a o n l y ; w h i c h , 

i t is c o n t e n d e d , d e r i v e t h e i r o r i g i n f r o m t h e W o l f , 

a n d w h i c h , i n s t e a d o f b a r k i n g , u t t e r o n l y a k i n d 

* Yet the Peruvians had, according to Acosta, a little animal 
like a dog, of which they were very fond, and kept by way of a 
lap-dog. 
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o f h o w l ; a n d a r e g r e a t l y i n f e r i o r t o t h e t r u e g e ­

n u i n e D o g . 

I n A u s t r a l a s i a , o r N e w H o l l a n d , t h e D o g is 

k n o w n b y t h e n a m e o f D i n g o , a n d is a n a n i m a l 

o f u n c o m m o n s t r e n g t h a n d fierceness. 

T h e d o g is u n q u e s t i o n a b l y s u b j e c t t o g r e a t e r 

v a r i e t y t h a n a n y o t h e r a n i m a l , a n d i t is n o easy 

t a s k t o a s c e r t a i n a l l t h e d i f f e r e n t b r e e d s . 

T h a t w h i c h is s u p p o s e d b y n a t u r a l i s t s t o a p ­

p r o a c h m o s t n e a r l y t o t h e o r i g i n a l a n i m a l is 

k n o w n b y t h e n a m e o f t h e S h e p h e r d s ' D o g . — 

( C a n i s d o m e s t i c u s . Lin.) T h i s is d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

b y i t s u p r i g h t ears , a n d t a i l r e m a r k a b l y v i l l o s e b e ­

n e a t h . I n t h e A l p i n e r e g i o n s , as w e l l as i n s o m e 

o t h e r p a r t s o f E u r o p e , t h i s D o g is m u c h l a r g e r 

a n d s t r o n g e r t h a n i n E n g l a n d . I t s p r i n c i p a l use 

is as a g u a r d t o t h e f l o c k , w h i c h i t p r e v e n t s f r o m 

s t r a g g l i n g , a n d d e f e n d s f r o m a l l a t t a c k s . I n M r . 

B e w i c k ' s w o r k o n Q u a d r u p e d s , t h e v a r i e t y figured 

as t h e S h e p h e r d s ' D o g is s a i d t o h a v e a l w a y s one,, 

a n d s o m e t i m e s t w o toes m o r e t h a n o t h e r D o g s ; 

t hese toes a p p e a r t o b e d e s t i t u t e o f m u s c l e s , a n d 

h a n g d a n g l i n g a t t h e h i n d p a r t o f t h e l e g l i k e a n 

a p p a r e n t l y u n n e c e s s a r y e x c r e s c e n c e . T h i s p a r t i ­

c u l a r i t y , h o w e v e r , is n o t m e n t i o n e d i n B n f f o n ' s 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h a t a n i m a l , n o r does i t m a k e a n y 

p a r t o f t h e L i n n a e a n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h i s v a r i e t y : 

t h e r a c e d e s c r i b e d b y M r . B e w i c k is s a i d t o p r e v a i l 

m o s t i n t h e n o r t h o f E n g l a n d , a n d i n S c o t l a n d . 

I n a p o i n t e r , i t is w e l l k n o w n , a s i m i l a r p a r t i c u ­

l a r i t y g e n e r a l l y t a k e s p l a c e . 

T h e Bingo, Australasian, or New Holland Dog, 
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a p p r o a c h e s i n a p p e a r a n c e t o t h e l a r g e s t k i n d o f 

S h e p h e r d s ' D o g . T h e ears a r e s h o r t a n d e r e c t : 

t h e t a i l r a t h e r b u s h y : t h e h a i r , w h i c h is o f a r e d ­

d i s h d u n - c o l o u r , is l o n g , t h i c k , a n d s t r a i t . T h i s 

D o g is c a p a b l e o f b a r k i n g , t h o u g h n o t so r e a d i l y 

as t h e E u r o p e a n D o g s : i t is e x t r e m e l y fierce, a n d 

has t h e s ame s o r t o f s n a r l i n g a n d h o w l i n g v o i c e 

as t h e l a r g e r d o g s i n g e n e r a l . B y s o m e i t has 

b e e n e r r o n e o u s l y s a i d n e i t h e r t o b a r k n o r g r o w l . 

T h o s e w h i c h h a v e b e e n b r o u g h t o v e r t o E u r o p e 

w e r e o f a s avage a n d u n t r a c t a b l e d i s p o s i t i o n . 

T h e Pomeranian Dog ( C a n i s P o m e r a n i u s . Lin. 

Gmel.) is d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y u p r i g h t ears , l o n g h a i r 

o n t h e h e a d , a n d a n e x t r e m e l y c u r v e d t a i l , so as 

t o f o r m a l m o s t a c i r c l e . T h i s D o g is g e n e r a l l y o f 

a w h i t e c o l o u r . 

T h e Siberian Dog ( C a n i s S i b i r i c u s . Lin. Gmel.) 

is n e a r l y a l l i e d t o t h e p r e c e d i n g , a n d m a y be s u b ­

d i v i d e d i n t o s e v e r a l r aces , d i f f e r i n g as t o s t r e n g t h 

a n d size. T h e S i b e r i a n D o g s a re p r i n c i p a l l y u sed 

i n t h a t c o u n t r y a n d i n K a m t s c h a t k a f o r d r a w i n g 

s ledges o v e r t h e f r o z e n s n o w i n w i n t e r . F o u r , 

o r s i x , o r m o r e , a c c o r d i n g t o c i r c u m s t a n c e s , a re 

c o m m o n l y y o k e d t o t h e s l e d g e , a n d w i l l r e a d i l y 

c a r r y t h r e e pe r sons w i t h t h e i r b a g g a g e , a n d t h u s 

p e r f o r m a j o u r n e y o f fifty o r e v e n s i x t y E n g l i s h 

m i l e s i n a d a y . T h e i r f i d e l i t y , h o w e v e r , is n o t 

h i g h l y p r a i s e d , a n d t h e i r m a l i g n i t y s o m e t i m e s 

r e n d e r s i t neces sa ry f o r t h e m a s t e r t o b e o n h i s 

g u a r d a g a i n s t t h e i r s t r a t a g e m s . I n K a m t s c h a t k a 

i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e t r e a t m e n t w h i c h t h e d o g s r e ­

c e i v e is s a i d t o b e s u c h as seems b u t i l l c a l c u l a t e d 
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f o r s e c u r i n g t h e i r a t t a c h m e n t . T h e y a r e f e d 

s p a r i n g l y w i t h p u t r i d fish d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r , a n d 

i n s u m m e r a r e t u r n e d l oose t o s h i f t f o r t h e m ­

se lves , t i l l t h e r e t u r n o f t h e s e v e r e season m a k e s 

i t n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e i r m a s t e r s t o t a k e t h e m 

a g a i n i n t o c u s t o d y , a n d r e m a n d t h e m t o t h e i r se­

v e r e s t a t e o f t o i l a n d s l a v e r y . L i k e t h e s p i r i t s o f 

P r o s p e r o , t h e y s e e m t o o b e y t h e i r m a s t e r w i t h n o 

g o o d w i l l , b u t t o " h a t e h i m r o o t e d l y . " W h e n 

y o k i n g t o t h e s l e d g e , t h e y se t u p a d i s m a l y e l l , 

w h i c h ceases o n b e g i n n i n g t h e j o u r n e y , a n d t h e n 

g i v e s p l a c e t o s i l e n t s u b t l e t y , a n d a p e r p e t u a l e n ­

d e a v o u r t o w e a r y o u t t h e p a t i e n c e o f t h e d r i v e r 

b y w a y w a r d t r i c k s a n d c o n t r i v a n c e s . W i t h a l l 

t h e i r f a u l t s , h o w e v e r , t h e y a r e c o n s i d e r e d as c o n ­

s t i t u t i n g o n e o f t h e g r e a t c o n v e n i e n c e s o f l i f e b y 

t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e f r o z e n r e g i o n o f K a m t s ­

c h a t k a . 

Iceland Dog—(Canis I s l a n d i c u s . Lin. Gmel.) 

T h i s s eems t o d i f f e r b u t s l i g h t l y f r o m t h e p r e c e d ­

i n g k i n d . I t h a s a s h o r t i s h m u z z l e , u p r i g h t 

ea rs , w i t h flaccid t i p s , a n d is c o v e r e d w i t h l o n g 

r o u g h i s h h a i r . I t s g e n e r a l c o l o u r is b l a c k i s h : t h e 

b r e a s t , l e g s , a n d t i p o f t h e t a i l , o f t e n w h i t e . 

Water Dog.—(Canis a q u a t i c u s . Lin. Gmel.) 

T h i s i s t h e Canis aquaticus aviarius o f G e s n e r , 

a n d is d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y i t s c u r l y h a i r , l i k e w o o l . 

i t is r e m a r k a b l e f o r i t s g r e a t a t t a c h m e n t t o t h e 

w a t e r , s w i m s w i t h g r e a t ease, a n d is u s e d i n h u n t ­

i n g d u c k s , a n d o t h e r a q u a t i c b i r d s . I t s f e e t a r e 

c o m m o n l y s a i d t o a p p r o a c h m o r e t o a w e b b e d 

f o r m t h a n t h o s e o f m o s t o t h e r d o g s . 
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T h e Great JVater Spaniel is a lso d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

i n a s i m i l a r m a n n e r b y i t s c u r l e d h a i r , a n d i t s 

p r o p e n s i t y t o t h e w a t e r . T h e r e is a s m a l l e r v a ­

r i e t y o f t h e W a t e r D o g , c a l l e d t h e Little Barbel, 

w h i c h , i n g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e , e x t r e m e l y r e s e m ­

bles t h e l a r g e r . 

Ncdj'oundland Dog.—This v a r i e t y is o f a v e r y 

l a r g e s i ze ; a n d , f r o m i t s s t r e n g t h a n d d o c i l i t y , is 

o n e o f t hose w h i c h a re bes t c a l c u l a t e d f o r t h e se­

c u r i t y o f a h o u s e : t h e f e e t i n t h i s d o g a re m o r e 

p a l m a t e d t h a n u s u a l , a n d t h e a n i m a l is r e m a r k ­

a b l y f o n d o f p l u n g i n g i n t o t h e w a t e r . 

King Charles's Dog.—This is o n e o f t h e m o s t 

e l e g a n t v a r i e t i e s o f t h e D o g , a n d i t is r e c o r d e d 

t h a t K i n g C h a r l e s t h e S e c o n d h a r d l y e v e r w a l k e d 

o u t w i t h o u t b e i n g a t t e n d e d b y s o m e o f t h i s b r e e d . 

I t is i n s o m e d e g r e e a l l i e d t o t h e s m a l l W a t e r 

S p a n i e l , a n d is g e n e r a l l y b l a c k , w i t h t h e r o o f o f 

t h e m o u t h o f t h e s ame c o l o u r . I t is t h e Gredin 

o f B u f f o n , a n d t h e Canis brevipilis Lin. Gmel. 

T h e D o g c a l l e d b y B u f f o n t h e Pyrame is o n e o f 

i t s v a r i e t i e s , a n d is d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y a p a t c h o f r e d 

o n t h e legs a n d o v e r e a c h eye . 

Maltese Dog—(Canis M e l i t a e u s . Lin. Gmel.) 

T h i s is a v e r y s m a l l k i n d o f s p a n i e l , g e n e r a l l y 

o f a w h i t e c o l o u r , a n d is o n e o f t h e m o s t e l e g a n t 

o f t h e l a p - d o g t r i b e . I n s o m e o f i t s v a r i e t i e s 

t h e h a i r is e x t r e m e l y l o n g , as i n t h e Shock a n d 
t h e Lion-Dog. 

Hound.—(Canis S a g a x . Lin. Gmel.) T h i s a d ­

m i t s o f s o m e v a r i e t i e s . T h e o l d E n g l i s h H o u n d 

is d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y i t s g r e a t size a n d s t r e n g t h ; i t s 



DOG. 2 8 1 

b o d y l o n g ; i t s c h e s t d e e p ; t h e ears l o n g a n d 

s w e e p i n g ; a n d t h e t o n e o f i t s v o i c e p e c u l i a r l y 

d e e p a n d m e l l o w . I t s p o w e r o f s m e l l i n g is e x q u i ­

s i t e , a n d i t is s a i d t o b e a b l e t o d i s t i n g u i s h t h e s c e n t 

a n h o u r a f t e r t h e l i g h t e r b e a g l e s h a v e g i v e n i t u p . 

T h e s e d o g s a r e s a i d t o h a v e b e e n o n c e v e r y c o m ­

m o n i n e v e r y p a r t o f E n g l a n d ; a n d t o h a v e b e e n 

m u c h l a r g e r t h a n a t p r e s e n t ; t h e b r e e d h a v i n g , as 

i t s h o u l d s e e m , b e e n g r a d u a l l y s u f f e r e d t o d e c l i n e , 

a n d i t s s ize t o d i m i n i s h b y t h e m i x t u r e o f o t h e r 

l i g h t e r k i n d s , i n o r d e r t o i n c r e a s e i t s speed , so 

t h a t t h e r a c e is s u p p o s e d t o b e a l m o s t e x t i n c t . 

T h i s ( s ays M r . B e w i c k ) seems t o h a v e b e e n t h e 

k i n d so a c c u r a t e l y d e s c r i b e d b y S h a k s p e a r . 

" My Hounds are bred out of the Spartan kind, 
So flewed, so sanded, and their heads are hung 
W i t h ears that sweep away the morning dew; 
Crook-knee'd and dewlap'd, like Thessalian bulls; 
Slow in pursuit; but matched in mouth like bells, 
Each under each." 

T h e H o u n d , l i k e s o m e o t h e r d o g s , has c o m ­

m o n l y a s p u r i o u s t o e o n t h e h i n d f e e t . 

Blood Hound.—This is a v e r y l a r g e D o g , t a l l e r 

a n d m o r e b e a u t i f u l l y f o r m e d t h a n t h e o l d E n g l i s h 

H o u n d , a n d s u p e r i o r t o m o s t o t h e r s i n s p e e d , 

s t r e n g t h , a n d s a g a c i t y . T h e B l o o d - h o u n d was i n 

m u c h e s t e e m w i t h o u r a n c e s t o r s , f o r t h e p u r s u i t 

o f r o b b e r s , & c . I t w a s m o s t l y o f a r e d d i s h o r 

b r o w n c o l o u r . < l A p e r s o n o f q u a l i t y ( s ays M r . 

B o y l e ) , t o m a k e a t r i a l w h e t h e r a y o u n g B l o o d ­

h o u n d w a s w e l l i n s t r u c t e d , c a u s e d o n e o f h i s ser­

v a n t s t o w a l k t o a t o w n f o u r m i l e s o f f , a n d t h e n t o 

v . i . P . n . ] 9 
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a m a r k e t - t o w n t h r e e m i l e s f r o m t h e n c e . T h e 

D o g , w i t h o u t s e e i n g t h e m a n h e w a s t o p u r s u e , 

f o l l o w e d h i m b y t h e s c e n t t o t h e a b o v e m e n t i o n e d 

p l aces , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e m u l t i t u d e o f m a r k e t -

p e o p l e t h a t w e n t a l o n g t h e s a m e w a y , a n d o f t r a ­

v e l l e r s t h a t h a d o c c a s i o n t o c ross i t . A n d w h e n 

t h e B l o o d - h o u n d c a m e t o t h e c h i e f m a r k e t - t o w n , 

h e passed t h r o u g h t h e s t ree t s , w i t h o u t t a k i n g n o ­

t i c e o f a n y o f t h e p e o p l e t h e r e , a n d l e f t n o t t i l l 

h e h a d g o n e t o t h e h o u s e , w h e r e t h e m a n h e 

s o u g h t r e s t e d h i m s e l f , a n d f o u n d h i m i n a n u p p e r 

r o o m , t o t h e w o n d e r o f t h o s e t h a t f o l l o w e d h i m . " 

Pointer.—This D o g is e m p l o y e d p r i n c i p a l l y i n 

finding p a r t r i d g e s a n d o t h e r g a m e . T h e L a r g e 

P o i n t e r , c o m m o n l y t e r m e d t h e S p a n i s h P o i n t e r , 

is s u p p o s e d t o d i s t i n g u i s h i t s e l f b y a g r e a t e r de ­

g r e e o f d o c i l i t y t h a n t h e E n g l i s h P o i n t e r , b u t is 

n o t a b l e t o u n d e r g o t h e f a t i g u e s o f t h e field so 

w e l l . 

Dalmatian or Spotted Dog.—This i s a n a n i m a l 

o f g r e a t b e a u t y . I t s n a t i v e c o u n t r y seems u n c e r ­

t a i n . I t is f r e q u e n t l y t e r m e d t h e D a n i s h D o g , 

a n d t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n c a l l s i t Le Braque de 

Bengal. M r . P e n n a n t , h o w e v e r , i n f o r m s us t h a t 

D a l m a t i a is t h e c o u n t r y o f t h i s e l e g a n t D o g . I t 

is w h i t e , a n d b e a u t i f u l l y m a r k e d o n a l l p a r t s w i t h 

n u m e r o u s r o u n d b l a c k spo ts . 

Irish Greyhound.—This is s u p p o s e d t o b e t h e 

l a r g e s t o f a l l t h e D o g k i n d , as w e l l as t h e m o s t 

b e a u t i f u l a n d m a j e s t i c i n i t s a p p e a r a n c e . I t is 

o n l y t o b e f o u n d i n I r e l a n d , a n d e v e n t h e r e is 

b e c o m e e x t r e m e l y r a r e . I t is s a i d b y M r . B e w i c k 
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t o b e k e p t r a t h e r f o r s h e w t h a n use, b e i n g e q u a l l y 

u n s e r v i c e a b l e f o r h u n t i n g e i t h e r t h e s t a g , h a r e , o r 

f o x . I t s a n c i e n t use w a s t h a t o f c l e a r i n g t h e 

c o u n t r y f r o m w o l v e s . I n t h e 3 d v o l u m e o f t h e 

T r a n s a c t i o n s o f t h e L i n n a e a n S o c i e t y w e find a n 

a c c o u n t o f a D o g o f t h i s k i n d , b y A . B . L a m ­

b e r t , E s q . w h o i n f o r m s us t h a t t h e b r e e d is n o w 

b e c o m e n e a r l y e x t i n c t i n I r e l a n d , t h o s e i n t h e 

possess ion o f t h e E a r l o f A l t a m o n t ( e i g h t i n n u m ­

b e r ) b e i n g t h e o n l y o n e s i n t h e c o u n t r y . T h e 

s p e c i m e n d e s c r i b e d b y M r . L a m b e r t m e a s u r e d 

s i x t y o n e i n c h e s f r o m t h e n o s e t o t h e t i p o f t h e 

t a i l ; b u t t h e y w e r e f o r m e r l y o f a m u c h l a r g e r 

s ize , a n d i n s h a p e m o r e r e s e m b l i n g a G r e y h o u n d . 

D r . G o l d s m i t h assures u s t h a t t h e l a r g e s t o f t h o s e 

w h i c h h e s a w ( a n d h e a d d s t h a t h e h a d seen a 

d o z e n ) w a s a b o u t f o u r f e e t h i g h , o r as t a l l as a 

c a l f o f a y e a r o l d . 

Common Greyhound.—(Canis G r a j u s . Lin. 

Gmel.) T h i s w e l l - k n o w n D o g is r e m a r k a b l e f o r 

t h e s l e n d e r n e s s o f i t s shape , t h e l e n g t h o f i t s 

s n o u t , a n d t h e e x t r e m e s w i f t n e s s o f i t s c o u r s e . 

I t was f o r m e r l y h e l d i n h i g h e s t i m a t i o n i n E n g -

l a u d , a n d M r . P e n n a n t i n f o r m s us , t h a t b y t h e 

f o r e s t l a w s o f K i n g C a n u t e i t w a s e n a c t e d , t h a t 

n o o n e u n d e r t h e d e g r e e o f a g e n t l e m a n s h o u l d 

p r e s u m e t o k e e p a G r e y h o u n d . T h e G r e y h o u n d 

w a n t s t h e f a c u l t y o f q u i c k s c e n t , a n d f o l l o w s h i s 

p r e y m e r e l y b y t h e e y e . 

Italian Greyhound.—This is a s m a l l a n d b e a u t i ­

f u l v a r i e t y o f t h e f o r m e r . 

Naked Dog.—This s i n g u l a r a n d u n p l e a s i n g v a -
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r i e t y is n a t u r a l l y d i v e s t e d o f h a i r , a n d is supposed 

t o h a v e o r i g i n a t e d i n s o m e v e r y w a r m c l i m a t e . 

I t is c a l l e d b y B u f f o n Le Chien Ture, 

Mastiff]—The M a s t i f f is o f a v e r y s t r o n g a n d 

t h i c k f o r m , w i t h a l a r g e h e a d , a b o l d c o u n t e ­

n a n c e , a n d l a r g e l i p s h a n g i n g d o w n o n e a c h side. 

D r . C a i u s , w h o l i v e d i n t h e r e i g n o f E l i z a b e t h , 

a n d w h o d e s c r i b e d t h e s e v e r a l v a r i e t i e s o f E n g l i s h 

D o g s , t e l l s us, t h a t t h r e e M a s t i f f s w e r e r e c k o n e d 

a m a t c h f o r a B e a r , a n d f o u r f o r a L i o n ; b u t f r o m 

a n e x p e r i m e n t m a d e i n t h e T o w e r i n t h e r e i g n o f 

J a m e s t h e F i r s t , a l i o n was f o u n d a n u n e q u a l m a t c h 

t o o n l y t h r e e . T w o o f t h e D o g s w e r e d i s a b l e d 

b y t h e c o m b a t , b u t t h e t h i r d f o r c e d t h e L i o n t o 

seek f o r s a f e t y b y f l i g h t . 

Bull Dog.—This is a k i n d o f M a s t i f f o n a 

s m a l l e r s c a l e ; w i t h a s o m e w h a t f l a t t e r s n o u t , a n d 

a g r e a t e r f e r o c i t y o f aspect . T h e B u l l D o g is r e ­

m a r k a b l e f o r t h e u n d a u n t e d a n d s a v a g e p e r t i n a ­

c i t y w i t h w h i c h i t p r o v o k e s a n d c o n t i n u e s t h e 

f i g h t , a n d , w h e n i t has fixed i t s b i t e , is w i t h e x ­

t r e m e d i f f i c u l t y d i s e n g a g e d f r o m i t s a n t a g o n i s t . 

I t is t h e D o g e m p l o y e d i n t h e b a r b a r o u s d i v e r ­

s i o n o f b u l l - b a i t i n g . 

Pug Dog.—This is a s m a l l a n d i n n o c e n t r e ­

s e m b l a n c e o f t h e f o r m e r , a n d is i n s o m e c o u n ­

t r i e s c o n s i d e r e d as a k i n d o f l a p - d o g . T h i s , ac­

c o r d i n g t o M r s . P i o z z i , is t h e case a t P a d u a 

Terrier — T h e T e r r i e r ( says M r . B e w i c k ) is g e ­

n e r a l l y a n a t t e n d a n t o n e v e r y p a c k o f h o u n d s , 

a n d is v e r y e x p e r t i n f o r c i n g f o x e s o r o t h e r g a m e 

Out o f t h e i r c o v e r t s . I t is t h e d e t e r m i n e d e n e m y 
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o f a l l t h e v e r m i n k i n d ; s u c h as wease l s , f o u m a r t s , 

b a d g e r s , r a t s , m i c e , & c . I t is f i e r c e , k e e n , a n d 

h a r d y , a n d , i n i t s e n c o u n t e r s w i t h t h e b a d g e r , 

s o m e t i m e s m e e t s w i t h v e r y s e v e r e t r e a t m e n t , 

w h i c h i t s u s t a i n s w i t h g r e a t c o u r a g e a n d f o r t i ­

t u d e ; a n d a w e l l - t r a i n e d v e t e r a n d o g f r e q u e n t l y 

p r o v e s m o r e t h a n a m a t c h f o r t h a t h a r d - b i t t e n 

a n i m a l . T h e T e r r i e r is g e n e r a l l y o f a r e d d i s h 

b r o w n - c o l o u r , a n d s o m e t i m e s b l a c k ; a n d t h e r e 

a r e d i f f e r e a t r aces , s o m e o f w h i c h a r e r o u g h e r a n d 

s t r o n g e r t h a n o t h e r s . T h e T e r r i e r is o f a l o n g 

f o r m ; s h o r t l e g g e d , a n d s t r o n g l y b r i s t l e d , a b o u t 

t h e m u z z l e . 

Turnspit.—This is a b r e e d v e r y m u c h o n t h e d e ­

c l i n e i n E n g l a n d , t h o u g h s t i l l u s e d i n s o m e o t h e r 

c o u n t r i e s . I t is a l o n g b o d i e d , s h o r t l e g g e d d o g , 

w i t h c r o o k e d o r b o w e d k n e e s , a n d is c o m m o n l y 

o f a d u s k y g r e y , s p o t t e d w i t h b l a c k . 

Alco.—The P e r u v i a n s , i t is s a i d , o n t h e a r r i v a l 

o f t h e S p a n i a r d s , h a d s o m e d o m e s t i c a n i m a l s o f 

t h i s n a m e , w h i c h w e r e o f t h e s ize a n d d i s p o s i ­

t i o n o f s m a l l d o g s ; a n d f r o m t h e i r a p p e a r a n c e , 

a n d b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e e q u a l l y f a i t h f u l t o t h e i r 

m a s t e r s , t h e y w e r e c a l l e d b y t h e S p a n i a r d s Peru-

man Dogs. T h e d e s c r i p t i o n s , h o w e v e r , o f t h e 

a n i m a l a r e n o t q u i t e so c l e a r as m i g h t b e w i s h e d . 

I t h a d a v e r y s m a l l h e a d , a n a r c h e d b a c k , a n d a 

s h o r t , p e n d u l o u s t a i l ; i t s g e n e r a l c o l o u r w a s w h i t e , 

p a t c h e d o r s p o t t e d w i t h y e l l o w . 

B e s i d e s t h e v a r i e t i e s o f d o g s a b o v e e n u m e r a t e d , 

t h e r e a r e m a n y o t h e r s a r i s i n g f r o m t h e m i x t u r e 

o f b r e e d s ; b u t i t w o u l d b e t e d i o u s , as w e l l as use-
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less, t o p a r t i c u l a r i z e w i t h s c r u p u l o u s m i n u t e n e s s 

a l l t h e d i f f e r e n c e s o f t h i s v a r y i n g r a c e . T h e 

p r i n c i p a l v a r i e t i e s a re w e l l f i g u r e d i n t h e C o u n t 

d e B u f f o n s N a t u r a l H i s t o r y , a n d a r e c o p i e d i n t o 

M r . S m e l l i e ' s t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h a t e l e g a n t w o r k . 

I n t h e p r e s e n t p u b l i c a t i o n , s o l i c i t o u s t o i n t r o d u c e 

f i g u r e s o f t h e r a r e r a n i m a l s , r a t h e r t h a n o f s u c h 

as a r e w e l l k n o w n , w e h a v e a d m i t t e d o n l y t h e 

S h e p h e r d s ' D o g , t h e D i n g o o r A u s t r a l a s i a n D o g , 

a n d t h e I r i s h G r e y h o u n d , as e l u c i d a t i o n s o f t h e 

spec ies . 

T h e L i n n a e a n s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r o f t h e D o g , 

v i z . t h a t t h e t a i l h a n g s o r t u r n s t o w a r d s t h e l e f t , 

has f r e q u e n t l y e x c i t e d t h e r i d i c u l e o f t h o s e w h o 

w i s h t o lessen t h e m e r i t o f t h e g r e a t a n d a c c u ­

r a t e N o r t h e r n N a t u r a l i s t . I t i s , i n d e e d , u n d e n i ­

a b l e , t h a t t h e c h a r a c t e r a b o v e m e n t i o n e d is n o t 

a l w a y s d i s t i n c t l y p e r c e i v a b l e ; y e t i t seems t o be a 

m o r e p r e d o m i n a t i n g p a r t i c u l a r i t y t h a n a n y o t h e r , 

w h e n a p p l i e d t o t h e w h o l e r a c e o r species i n g e ­

n e r a l . 

I t w o u l d b e u n n e c e s s a r y t o d w e l l o n t h e p a r t i ­

c u l a r uses a n d q u a l i t i e s o f t h i s a n i m a l . E v e r y o n e 

k n o w s t h a t t h e D o g , w h e n p r o p e r l y e d u c a t e d , is 

t h e m o s t f a i t h f u l o f q u a d r u p e d s , a n d t h e m o s t 

d e v o t e d t o t h e s e r v i c e o f m a n k i n d . < c T h e 

D o g ( says B u f f o n ) , i n d e p e n d e n t o f t h e b e a u t y o f 

h i s f o r m , h i s v i v a c i t y , f o r c e , a n d s w i f t n e s s , is 

possessed o f a l l t h o s e i n t e r n a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s t h a t 

c a n c o n c i l i a t e t h e a f f e c t i o n s o f m a n , a n d m a k e 

t h e t y r a n t a p r o t e c t o r . A n a t u r a l s h a r e o f c o u ­

r a g e , a n a n g r y a n d f e r o c i o u s d i s p o s i t i o n , r e n -
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d e r t h e D o g , i n h i s s a v a g e s t a t e , a f o r m i d a b l e 

e n e m y t o a l l o t h e r a n i m a l s : b u t t h e s e r e a d i l y g i v e 

w a y t o v e r y d i f f e r e n t q u a l i t i e s i n t h e d o m e s t i c d o g , 

w h o s e o n l y a m b i t i o n seems t h e d e f i r e t o p lease . 

H e is s een t o c o m e c r o u c h i n g a l o n g , t o l a y h i s 

f o r c e , h i s c o u r a g e , a n d a l l h i s u s e f u l t a l e n t s , a t t h e 

f e e t o f h i s m a s t e r . H e Avaits h i s o r d e r s , t o w h i c h 

h e p a y s i m p l i c i t o b e d i e n c e : h e c o n s u l t s h i s l o o k s , 

a n d a s i n g l e g l a n c e i s s u f f i c i e n t t o p u t h i m i n 

m o t i o n : h e is m o r e f a i t h f u l e v e n t h a n t h e m o s t 

b o a s t e d a m o n g m e n : h e is c o n s t a n t i n h i s a f f e c ­

t i o n s , f r i e n d l y w i t h o u t i n t e r e s t , a n d g r a t e f u l f o r 

t h e s l i g h t e s t f a v o u r s : m u c h m o r e m i n d f u l o f b e ­

n e f i t s r e c e i v e d t h a n o f i n j u r i e s o f f e r e d : h e is n o t 

d r i v e n o f f b y u n k i n d n e s s ; h e s t i l l c o n t i n u e s h u m ­

b l e , s u b m i s s i v e , a n d i m p l o r i n g : h i s o n l y h o p e is 

t o b e s e r v i c e a b l e ; h i s o n l y t e r r o r t o d i s p l e a s e : h e 

l i c k s t h e h a n d t h a t ha s b e e n j u s t l i f t e d t o s t r i k e 

h i m , a n d a t l a s t d i s a r m s r e s e n t m e n t b y s u b m i s s i v e 

p e r s e v e r a n c e . M o r e t r a c t a b l e t h a n m a n , a n d 

m o r e p l i a n t t h a n a n y o t h e r a n i m a l , t h e d o g is n o t 

o n l y s o o n i n s t r u c t e d , b u t e v e n c o n f o r m s h i m s e l f t o 

t h e m a n n e r s , m o v e m e n t s , a n d h a b i t s o f t h o s e w h o 

g o v e r n h i m . H e a s sumes t h e v e r y t o n e o f t h e f a ­

m i l y i n w h i c h h e l i v e s . L i k e o t h e r s e r v a n t s , h e 

is h a u g h t y w i t h t h e g r e a t , a n d r u s t i c w i t h t h e 

p e a s a n t . A l w a y s e a g e r t o o b e y a n d t o p lease h i s 

m a s t e r , o r h i s f r i e n d s , h e p a y s n o a t t e n t i o n t o 

s t r a n g e r s , a n d f u r i o u s l y r e p e l s b e g g a r s , w h o m h e 

d i s t i n g u i s h e s b y t h e i r d ress , t h e i r v o i c e , a n d t h e i r 

g e s t u r e s . W h e n t h e c h a r g e o f a h o u s e o r g a r d e n 

i s c o m m i t t e d t o h i m d u r i n g t h e n i g h t , h i s b o l d -
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ness increases , a n d h e s o m e t i m e s b e c o m e s p e r f e c t l y 

f e r o c i o u s . H e w a t c h e s , goes t h e r o u n d s , smel ls 

s t r a n g e r s a t a d i s t a n c e , a n d i f t h e y s t o p o r a t ­

t e m p t t o l e a p a n y b a r r i e r , h e i n s t a n t l y d a r t s u p o n 

t h e m , a n d b y b a r k i n g , a n d o t h e r m a r k s o f pas­

s i o n , a l a r m s t h e f a m i l y a n d n e i g h b o u r h o o d . 

E q u a l l y f u r i o u s a g a i n s t t h i e v e s as a g a i n s t r apa ­

c i o u s a n i m a l s , h e a t t a c k s a n d w o u n d s t h e m , a n d 

f o r c e s f r o m t h e m w h a t e v e r t h e y h a v e b e e n a t ­

t e m p t i n g t o c a r r y o f f ; b u t , c o n t e n t e d w i t h v i c ­

t o r y , h e l ies d o w n u p o n t h e s p o i l , a n d w i l l n o t 

t o u c h i t e v e n t o s a t i s f y h i s a p p e t i t e , e x h i b i t i n g , 

a t t h e s a m e t i m e , a n e x a m p l e o f c o u r a g e , t e m p e r ­

a n c e a n d f i d e l i t y . 
, ( T o c o n c e i v e t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h i s species i n 

t h e o r d e r o f N a t u r e , l e t us suppose t h a t i t n e v e r 

e x i s t e d . W i t h o u t t h e ass i s tance o f t h e D o g , h o w 

c o u l d m e n h a v e c o n q u e r e d , t a m e d , a n d r e d u c e d 

t h e o t h e r a n i m a l s i n t o s l a v e r y ? H o w c o u l d h e 

s t i l l d i s c o v e r , h u n t d o w n , a n d d e s t r o y n o x i o u s 

a n d s avage beasts ? F o r h i s o w n s a f e t y , a n d t o 

r e n d e r h i m m a s t e r o f t h e w o r l d , i t was necessa ry 

t o f o r m a p a r t y a m o n g t h e a n i m a l s t h e m s e l v e s ; 

t o c o n c i l i a t e b y caresses t h o s e w h i c h w e r e c apa ­

b l e o f a t t a c h m e n t a n d o b e d i e n c e , i n o r d e r t o o p ­

pose t h e m t o t h e o t h e r species . H e n c e t h e t r a i n ­

i n g o f t h e D o g seems t o h a v e b e e n t h e f i r s t a r t 

i n v e n t e d b y m a n ; a n d t h e r e s u l t o f t h i s a r t was 

t h e c o n q u e s t a n d p e a c e a b l e possess ion o f t h e 
e a r t h . " 

T h e d o c i l i t y o f t h e d o g is s u c h , t h a t h e m a y b e 

t a u g h t t o p r a c t i s e , w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e d e x t e r i t y , a 
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v a r i e t y o f h u m a n a c t i o n s . I t is r e c o r d e d o f a 

D o g b e l o n g i n g t o a n o b l e m a n o f t h e M e d i c i f a ­

m i l y , t h a t i t a l w a y s a t t e n d e d a t i t s m a s t e r s t a b l e ; 

c h a n g e d t h e p l a t e s f o r h i m , a n d c a r r i e d h i m h i s 

w i n e i n a g l a s s p l a c e d o n a s a l v e r , w i t h o u t s p i l l ­

i n g t h e s m a l l e s t d r o p . 

P l u t a r c h r e l a t e s , t h a t , i n t h e t h e a t r e o f M a r -

c e l l u s , a d o g w a s e x h i b i t e d b e f o r e t h e E m p e r o r 

V e s p a s i a n , so w e l l i n s t r u c t e d as t o e x c e l i n e v e r y 

k i n d o f d a n c e : h e a f t e r w a r d s f e i g n e d i l l n e s s i n so 

e x q u i s i t e a m a n n e r as t o s t r i k e t h e s p e c t a t o r s w i t h 

a s t o n i s h m e n t ; first s h e w i n g s y m p t o m s o f p a i n , 

t h e n f a l l i n g d o w n , as i f d e a d , a n d s u f f e r i n g h i m ­

s e l f t o b e c a r r i e d a b o u t i n t h a t s t a t e ; a n d a f t e r ­

w a r d s , a t t h e p r o p e r t i m e , s e e m i n g t o r e v i v e , as 

i f w a k i n g f r o m a p r o f o u n d s l e e p ; a n d t h e n s p o r t ­

i n g a b o u t a n d s h e w i n g a l l t h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n s o f 

j o y -
B u t o f a l l t h e e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n m e n t s b y w h i c h 

t h e D o g has b e e n d i s t i n g u i s h e d , t h a t o f l e a r n i n g 

t o s p e a k seems t h e m o s t e x t r a o r d i n a r y . T h e 

F r e n c h a c a d e m i c i a n s , h o w e v e r , m a k e m e n t i o n o f 

a D o g i n G e r m a n y , w h i c h c o u l d c a l l , i n a n i n t e l ­

l i g i b l e m a n n e r , f o r t ea , c o f f e e , c h o c o l a t e , & c . 

& c . T h e a c c o u n t is t o o c u r i o u s t o b e o m i t t e d 

h e r e , a n d is f r o m n o less a p e r s o n t h a n t h e c e l e ­

b r a t e d L e i b n i t z , w h o c o m m u n i c a t e d i t t o t h e 

R o y a l A c a d e m y o f F r a n c e . T h i s D o g w a s o f a 

m i d d l i n g s ize , a n d w a s t h e p r o p e r t y o f a p e a s a n t 

i n S a x o n y . A l i t t l e b o y , t h e peasan t ' s s o n , i m a ­

g i n e d t h a t h e p e r c e i v e d i n t h e D o g ' s v o i c e a n i n ­

d i s t i n c t r e s e m b l a n c e t o c e r t a i n w o r d s , a n d , t h e r e -
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f o r e , t o o k i t i n t o h i s h e a d t o t e a c h h i m t o speak. 

F o r t h i s p u r p o s e h e s p a r e d n e i t h e r t i m e n o r pa ins 

w i t h h i s p u p i l , w h o w a s a b o u t t h r e e yea r s o l d 

w h e n t h i s h i s l e a r n e d e d u c a t i o n c o m m e n c e d ; a n d 

a t l e n g t h h e m a d e s u c h a p r o g r e s s i n l a n g u a g e as 

t o be a b l e t o a r t i c u l a t e n o less t h a n t h i r t y w o r d s . 

I t appears , h o w e v e r , t h a t h e Avas someAvhat o f a 

t r u a n t , a n d d i d n o t v e r y w i l l i n g l y e x e r t h i s t a ­

l e n t s , b e i n g r a t h e r p re s sed i n t o t h e s e r v i c e o f 

l i t e r a t u r e ; a n d i t was n e c e s s a r y t h a t t h e w o r d s 

s h o u l d be f i r s t p r o n o u n c e d t o h i m e a c h t i m e , 

Avh ich h e , as i t w e r e , e c h o e d f r o m h i s p r e c e p t o r . 

L e i b n i t z , h o w e v e r , a t t es t s t h a t h e h i m s e l f h e a r d 

h i m s p e a k ; a n d t h e F r e n c h a c a d e m i c i a n s a d d , 

t h a t , unless t h e y h a d r e c e i v e d t h e t e s t i m o n y o f so 

g r e a t a m a n as L e i b n i t z , t h e y s h o u l d s c a r c e l y 

h a v e d a r e d t o r e p o r t t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e . T h i s 

A v o n d e r f u l D o g was b o r n n e a r Z e i t z i n M i s n i a , i n 

S a x o n y . 

W O L F . 

Canis Lupus. C. cauda incurvata. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 58. 
Dog with incurvated tail. 
Canis ex griseo flavescens Briss. Quadr.p. 170. 
Lupus. Gesn. Quadr. 634. Aldr. dig. 144. 
Loup. B u f f . 7. p. 39. pl. 1. 
Wolf . Pennant Quadr. 4. p. 248. 

THE Wolf is distinguished from the Dog by his 

s u p e r i o r size, s t r o n g e r l i m b s , m o r e m u s c u l a r b o d y , 

a n d g r e a t e r b r e a d t h o f t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e f a c e , 
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w h i l e t h e w h o l e f o r m o f i t is l o n g e r : t h e t a i l a l so , 

w h i c h i n t h e D o g is p r e t t y u n i f o r m l y t u r n e d a 

l i t t l e t o w a r d s o n e s i d e ( g e n e r a l l y t h e l e f t ) , i n t h e 

W o l f h as a n i n w a r d d i r e c t i o n ; i t is r a t h e r l o n g a n d 

b u s h y : t h e r i c t u s o r o p e n i n g o f t h e m o u t h seems 

s o m e w h a t s h o r t e r i n p r o p o r t i o n t h a n t h a t o f t h e 

d o g , y e t t h e j a w s a r e f a r s t r o n g e r , a n d t h e t e e t h 

l a r g e r : t h e eyes a r e a l so m o r e o b l i q u e l y p l a c e d 

t h a n i n t h e D o g . 

T h e W o l f is a n a t i v e o f a l m o s t a l l t h e t e m p e ­

r a t e a n d c o l d r e g i o n s o f t h e g l o b e . I t is f o u n d 

i n m o s t c o u n t r i e s o f E u r o p e , b u t has b e e n t o t a l l y 

e x t i r p a t e d f r o m o u r o w n i s l a n d , as w e l l as f r o m 

I r e l a n d . H o w n u m e r o u s t h e s e p e r n i c i o u s a n i ­

m a l s m u s t h a v e o n c e b e e n i n B r i t a i n , m a y b e 

g u e s s e d f r o m t h e c e l e b r a t e d l a w s o f K i n g E d g a r , 

w h o a t t e m p t e d t h e e x t i r p a t i o n o f t h e s e a n i m a l s 

b y c o m m u t i n g t h e p u n i s h m e n t s f o r c e r t a i n c r i m e s 

i n t o t h e a c c e p t a n c e o f a n u m b e r o f W o l v e s ' 

t o n g u e s f r o m e a c h c r i m i n a l : i n W a l e s b y c o n ­

v e r t i n g t h e t a x o f g o l d a n d s i l v e r i n t o a n a n n u a l 

t r i b u t e o f t h r e e h u n d r e d W o l v e s h e a d s . I n s u c ­

c e e d i n g r e i g n s , t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n w a s p r o m o t e d 

b y p r o p e r r e w a r d s ; a n d t h e l a n d s o f c e r t a i n p e r ­

sons w e r e h e l d , a c c o r d i n g t o o u r h i s t o r i a n C a m b -

d e n , o n c o n d i t i o n o f d e s t r o y i n g t h e w o l v e s w h i c h 

i n f e s t e d t h o s e p a r t s o f t h e k i n g d o m . 

T h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r o f t h e W o l f is a p a l e g r e y , 

w i t h a c a s t o f y e l l o w i s h , b u t i t v a r i e s m u c h as t o 

t h e shades o r g r a d a t i o n s o f c o l o u r i n d i f f e r e n t 

p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d . T h o s e o f A f r i c a a r e s a i d t o 

b e l a r g e r t h a n t h o s e o f E u r o p e ; w h i l e , o n t h e 
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c o n t r a r y , t h e A m e r i c a n ones a r e c o n s i d e r a b l y 

s m a l l e r ; a n d f r o m these l a t t e r , i t is p r e t e n d e d , 

t h e D o g s p r o c e e d e d , w h i c h w e r e o b s e r v e d i n N o r t h 

A m e r i c a , o n t h e f i r s t a r r i v a l o f t h e E u r o p e a n s . 

I n t h e less i n h a b i t e d p a r t s o f A m e r i c a t h e W o l v e s 

a r e s a i d t o g o i n g r e a t d r o v e s , a n d t o h u n t t h e 

d e e r a n d o t h e r a n i m a l s i n t h e m a n n e r o f h o u n d s , 

w i t h h i d e o u s h o w l i n g s ; a n d i t is a f f i r m e d t h a t t h e y 

w i l l e v e n a t t a c k t h e B u f f a l o h i m s e l f . W h e n r e d u c e d 

t o e x t r e m i t y b y h u n g e r , t h e y s w a l l o w g r e a t q u a n t i ­

t i es o f m u d , t o a l l a y t h e u n e a s y sensa t ions o f t h e i r 

s t o m a c h s . I n t h e i n h a b i t e d p a r t s o f A m e r i c a , 

h o w e v e r , W o l v e s a re n o w b e c o m e r a r e . I n some 

p a r t s o f E u r o p e t h e n u m b e r o f W o l v e s seems r a ­

t h e r t o h a v e i n c r e a s e d t h a n d i m i n i s h e d ; a n d t h i s 

appears t o be t h e case i n S w e d e n , s i n c e , a c c o r d i n g 

t o L innaeus , t h e W o l f was v e r y r a r e i n t h a t c o u n ­

t r y , t i l l a b o u t t h e y e a r 1 7 2 0 . T h e Swedes , besides 

o t h e r m e t h o d s , h a v e a w a y o f d e s t r o y i n g t h e 

W o l f , b y l e a v i n g t h e ca r ca se o f a sheep o r o t h e r 

a n i m a l , s t u f f e d w i t h a species o f L i c h e n o r t r e e -

moss ( L i c h e n v u l p i n u s ) ) w h i c h is c o n s i d e r e d as a 

c e r t a i n p o i s o n t o t h e W o l f , a n d ( i f w e m a y j u d g e 

f r o m t h e n a m e ) t o t h e F o x also. T h i s l i c h e n is 

o f a f i l a m e n t o u s o r s t r i n g y f o r m , v e r y m u c h 

b r a n c h e d , a n d o f a y e l l o w - c o l o u r ; a n d is r o u n d i n 

g r e a t p l e n t y o n t h e b o d i e s o f v a r i o u s t rees , as 

w e l l as, o c c a s i o n a l l y , o n o l d w o o d e n r o o f s , w a l l s , 

& c . I t is s a i d t o b e m i x e d w i t h p o u n d e d glass 

w h e n u s e d f o r t h e p u r p o s e a b o v e m e n t i o n e d , a n d 

t h e g lass is p r o b a b l y t h e m o s t e f f i c a c i o u s d e s t r o y e r 
o f t h e a n i m a l . 
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T h e W o l f is s o m e t i m e s a f f e c t e d w i t h m a d n e s s , 

a t t e n d e d w i t h s i m i l a r a p p e a r a n c e s t o t h o s e e x h i ­

b i t e d i n t h a t s t a t e b y t h e D o g , a n d p r o d u c t i v e o f 

t h e s a m e s y m p t o m s i n c o n s e q u e n c e o f i t s b i t e : 

t h i s d i sease is s a i d t o h a p p e n t o t h e m i n t h e d e p t h 

o f w i n t e r , a n d , t h e r e f o r e , as M r . P e n n a n t o b ­

se rves , c a n n e v e r b e a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e r a g e o f t h e 

d o g - d a y s . W o l v e s , i n t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t s o f t h e 

w o r l d , s o m e t i m e s , d u r i n g t h e s p r i n g , g e t o n t h e 

i c e o f t h e sea, i n o r d e r t o p r e y o n y o u n g seals, 

w h i c h t h e y c a t c h a s l e e p ; b u t t h i s r e p a s t s o m e ­

t i m e s p r o v e s f a t a l t o t h e m ; f o r t h e i c e , d e t a c h e d 

f r o m t h e s h o r e , c a r r i e s t h e m t o a g r e a t d i s t a n c e 

f r o m t h e l a n d , b e f o r e t h e y a r e s e n s i b l e o f i t . I t 

is s a i d t h a t i n s o m e y e a r s a l a r g e d i s t r i c t is b y 

t h i s m e a n s d e l i v e r e d f r o m t h e s e p e r n i c i o u s beas ts , 

w h i c h a r e h e a r d h o w l i n g i n a m o s t d r e a d f u l m a n ­

n e r f a r i n t h e sea. 

" T h e W o l f ( s ays B u f f o n ) is o n e o f t h o s e a n i ­

m a l s w h o s e c a r n i v o r o u s a p p e t i t e is t h e s t r o n g e s t . 

T h o u g h h e has r e c e i v e d f r o m N a t u r e t h e m e a n s 

o f g r a t i f y i n g h i s t a s t e , t h o u g h she has b e s t o w e d 

o n h i m a r m s , c r a f t i n e s s , s t r e n g t h , a g i l i t y , a n d 

e v e r y t h i n g n e c e s s a r y f o r d i s c o v e r i n g , s e i z i n g , 

c o n q u e r i n g , a n d d e v o u r i n g h i s p r e y , y e t h e o f t e n 

d i e s o f h u n g e r ; b e c a u s e m e n h a v e d e c l a r e d w a r 

a g a i n s t h i m , p u t a p r i c e o n h i s h e a d , a n d f o r c e d 

h i m t o f l y t o t h e f o r e s t s , w h e r e h e f i n d s o n l y a 

f e w spec i e s o f w i l d a n i m a l s , w h o escape f r o m h i m 

b y t h e s w i f t n e s s o f t h e i r c o u r s e , a n d w h o m h e 

c a n n o t s u r p r i s e b u t b y c h a n c e , o r b y a p a t i e n t 

a n d o f t e n f r u i t l e s s a t t e n d a n c e a t t h o s e p l a c e s t o 
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w h i c h t h e y g e n e r a l l y r e s o r t . H e is n a t u r a l l y 

c l o w n i s h a n d d a s t a r d l y ; b u t w a n t m a k e s h i m i n ­

g e n i o u s , a n d n e c e s s i t y g i v e s h i m c o u r a g e . W h e n 

p re s sed w i t h f a m i n e , h e b r a v e s d a n g e r ; h e a t ­

t a c k s t h o s e a n i m a l s w h i c h a r e u n d e r t h e p r o t e c ­

t i o n o f m a n , e s p e c i a l l y s u c h as h e c a n t r a n s p o r t 

w i t h ease, as l a m b s , s m a l l d o g s , a n d k i d s ; a n d 

w h e n s u c c e s s f u l i n h i s b l o o d y e x p e d i t i o n s , h e r e ­

t u r n s o f t e n t o t h e c h a r g e , t i l l , b e i n g w o u n d e d , 

c h a c e d , a n d p e r s e c u t e d b y m e n a n d d o g s , h e r e ­

t i r e s , d u r i n g t h e d a y , t o h i s d e n ; b u t issues f o r t h 

i n t h e n i g h t , t r a v e r s e s t h e c o u n t r y , r o a m s a b o u t 

t h e c o t t a g e s , k i l l s a l l t h e a n i m a l s w h i c h h a v e 

b e e n l e f t w i t h o u t , d i g s t h e e a r t h u n d e r t h e door s , 

e n t e r s w i t h a d r e a d f u l f e r o c i t y , a n d p u t s e v e r y 

l i v i n g c r e a t u r e t o d e a t h b e f o r e h e chooses t o de ­

p a r t a n d c a r r y o f f h i s p r e y . W h e n t he se i n r o a d s 

h a p p e n t o b e f r u i t l e s s , h e r e t u r n s t o t h e woods , 

searches a b o u t w i t h a v i d i t y , f o l l o w s t h e t r a c t o f 

w i l d beasts , a n d p u r s u e s t h e m , i n t h e h o p e t h a t 

t h e y m a y b e s t o p p e d a n d p u r s u e d b y s o m e o t h e r 

W o l f , a n d t h a t h e m a y b e a p a r t a k e r i n t h e s p o i l . 

I n fine, w h e n h i s h u n g e r is e x t r e m e , h e loses t h e 

i d e a o f f e a r ; h e a t t a c k s w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n , a n d 

e v e n s o m e t i m e s d a r t s u p o n m e n , t i l l , b e c o m i n g 

p e r f e c t l y f u r i o u s b y e x c e s s i v e e x e r t i o n s , h e g e n e ­

r a l l y f a l l s a s a c r i f i c e t o p u r e r a g e a n d d i s t r a c ­
t i o n . " 

I n t h e y e a r 1 7 6 4 a n a n i m a l o f t h i s k i n d e x e r t ­

e d p e c u l i a r r a v a g e s i n s o m e p a r t i c u l a r d i s t r i c t s o f 

G e v a u d a n i n L a n g u e d o c , a n d b e c a m e t h e t e r r o r 

o f t h e w h o l e c o u n t r y . I f t h e a c c o u n t s t h e n g i v e n 
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i n t h e P a r i s G a z e t t e m a y b e t r u s t e d , h e w a s 

k n o w n t o h a v e d e s t r o y e d a t l e a s t t w e n t y p e r s o n s , 

c h i e f l y w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n . W i t h t h e u s u a l a g ­

g r a v a t i o n o f p o p u l a r d e s c r i p t i o n , h e w a s r e p r e ­

s e n t e d b y s o m e w h o h a d seen h i m , as f a r su rpas s ­

i n g i n s ize t h e r e s t o f h i s spec ies , a n d s t r i p e d 

s o m e w h a t i n t h e m a n n e r o f a t i g e r . P u b l i c 

p r a y e r s w e r e s a i d t o h a v e b e e n o f f e r e d u p f o r h i s 

d e s t r u c t i o n . 

T h e t i m e o f g e s t a t i o n i n t h e W o l f is ( a c c o r d i n g 

t o B u f f o n ) a b o u t t h r e e m o n t h s a n d a h a l f ; a n d t h e 

y o u n g w h e l p s a r e f o u n d f r o m t h e e n d o f A p r i l t o 

t h e b e g i n n i n g o f J u l y ; a n d t h i s d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e 

t i m e o f g e s t a t i o n , w h i c h i n t h e W o l f is 1 0 0 d a y s , 

a n d i n t h e D o g o n l y 6 0 , h e c o n s i d e r s as a p r o o f 

o f t h e r e a l d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e t w o species . 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e s a v a g e n a t u r e o f t h e W o l f , 

h e is s t i l l c a p a b l e , w h e n t a k e n y o u n g , o f b e i n g 

t a m e d . A r e m a r k a b l e i n s t a n c e o f t h i s is s a i d t o 

h a v e b e e n e x h i b i t e d i n a W o l f b e l o n g i n g t o t h e 

l a t e S i r A s h t o n L e v e r , w h i c h w a s , b y p r o p e r e d u ­

c a t i o n , e n t i r e l y d i v e s t e d o f t h e f e r o c i o u s c h a r a c ­

t e r o f i t s species . 
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Canis Mexicanus. C. cauda deflexa Icevi, corpore cinereo, fasciis 
fuscis maculisque fuhis varicgato. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p.Ji. 

Dog with deflected tail , and ash-coloured body, variegated with 
dusky bands and fulvous spots. 

Canis cinereus, maculis fulvis variegatus. Briss. Quadr. 237. 
Loup de Mexique- B u f f . 15. p. 49. 
Mexican Wol f . Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 250. 

THIS species, which Buffon is inclined to con­

s i d e r as a v a r i e t y o f t h e c o m m o n W o l f , g r a d u a l l y 

a l t e r e d b y c l i m a t e ( h a v i n g , as h e supposes , m i ­

g r a t e d o r i g i n a l l y f r o m t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t s o f t h e 

A m e r i c a n c o n t i n e n t t o t h e s o u t h e r n ) , appears t o 

h a v e b e e n first d e s c r i b e d b y H e r n a n d e z , i n h i s 

a c c o u n t o f M e x i c o . I n i t s g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e i t 

r e s e m b l e s t h e c o m m o n W o l f ; b u t has a h e a d 

t w i c e as l a r g e , a t h i c k e r n e c k , a n d a less b u s h y 

t a i l : t h e c o l o u r o f t h e b o d y is c i n e r e o u s , m a r k e d 

w i t h s o m e y e l l o w s p o t s : t h e h e a d is o f t h e same 

c o l o u r w i t h t h e b o d y , a n d m a r k e d w i t h t r a n s v e r s e 

b r o w n i s h l i n e s , a n d t h e f r o n t is s p o t t e d w i t h y e l ­

l o w : a b o v e t h e m o u t h a r e s i t u a t e d s e v e r a l b r i s t l e s , 

as l a r g e , b u t n o t so s t i f f , as t h o s e o f a h e d g e h o g : 

t h e ears a re g r e y , l i k e t h e h e a d a n d b o d y : t h e r e 

is a l o n g y e l l o w s p o t o n t h e n e c k , a n o t h e r o n t h e 

b reas t , a n d a t h i r d o n t h e b e l l y : o n t h e f l a n k s a re 

t r a n s v e r s e b a n d s f r o m t h e b a c k t o t h e b e l l y : t h e 

t a i l is g r e y , w i t h a y e l l o w s p o t i n t h e m i d d l e : t h e 

l egs a re b a r r e d w i t h g r e y a n d b r o w n . T h e d e ­

s c r i p t i o n , as g i v e n b y M r . P e n n a n t , d i f f e r s s o m e ­

w h a t f r o m t h e f o r m e r , a n d is t h u s d e l i v e r e d : 
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" D , W i t h a v e r y l a r g e h e a d ; g r e a t j a w s ; v a s t 

t e e t h : o n t h e u p p e r l i p s s t r o n g b r i s t l e s , r e f l e c t e d 

b a c k w a r d s , n o t u n l i k e t h e s o f t e r s p i n e s o f a p o r ­

c u p i n e , a n d o f a g r e y a n d w h i t e - c o l o u r : l a r g e , 

e r e c t , c i n e r e o u s e a r s ; t h e s p a c e b e t w e e n m a r k e d 

w i t h b r o a d t a w n y s p o t s : t h e h e a d a s h - c o l o u r e d , 

s t r i p e d t r a n s v e r s e l y w i t h b e n d i n g d u s k y l i n e s : 

n e c k f a t a n d t h i c k , c o v e r e d w i t h a l o o s e s k i n , 

m a r k e d w i t h a l o n g t a w n y s t r o k e : o n t h e b r e a s t is 

a n o t h e r o f t h e s a m e k i n d : b o d y a s h - c o l o u r e d , 

s p o t t e d w i t h b l a c k ; a n d t h e s ides s t r i p e d , f r o m 

t h e b a c k d o w n w a r d s , w i t h t h e s a m e c o l o u r : b e l l y 

c i n e r e o u s : t a i l l o n g , o f t h e c o l o u r o f t h e b e l l y , 

t i n g e d i n t h e m i d d l e w i t h t a w n y : l e g s a n d f e e t 

s t r i p e d w i t h b l a c k a n d a s h - c o l o u r . " M r . P e n ­

n a n t a d d s , t h a t H e r m a n d e z h i m s e l f ( i t s f i r s t d e -

s c r i b e r ) c o n s i d e r s i t as a v a r i e t y o f t h e c o m m o n 

spec ies . I t is s o m e t i m e s f o u n d w h i t e . I t is a 

n a t i v e o f t h e h o t t e r p a r t s o f M e x i c o , a n d i n i t s 

m a n n e r s a g r e e s w i t h t h e c o m m o n W o l f . 

B L A C K W O L F . 

Canis Lycaon. C. cauda recta, corpore toto migro. Lin. Syst. 
Nat. Gmel. p. 73. 

Black W o l f wi th strait ta i l . 
Loup noir. B u f f . 9. p. 362. pi. 4 1 . 

THIS animal, considered by Buffon and others 

as a v a r i e t y o n l y o f t h e c o m m o n W o l f , is a t p r e ­

s e n t r e g a r d e d as a d i s t i n c t spec ies . L i k e t h e 

c o m m o n W o l f , i t i s f o u n d b o t h i n E u r o p e a n d 

v . r . p . 11 . 2 0 
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s t r e n g t h o f l i m b s , a n d b y a r e m a r k a b l e f u l n e s s o r 

t h i c k n e s s o f t h e s n o u t . I t c o l o u r i s a p a l e g r e y ­

i s h - b r o w n a c c o m p a n i e d b y a t a w n y c a s t ; a n d t h e 

w h o l e b o d y is m a r k e d b y s e v e r a l d i s t a n t b l a c k i s h 

t r a n s v e r s e b a n d s r u n n i n g f r o m t h e b a c k d o w n ­

w a r d s : t h e s e b a n d s a r e m u c h m o r e n u m e r o u s as 

w e l l as o f a d e e p e r c o l o u r o n t h e l e g s : f r o m t h e 

n e c k a l o n g t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e b a c k r u n s a 

s t r o n g b r i s t l y m a n e : t h e s n o u t o r nose is b l a c k : t h e 

ears a r e l o n g i s h , s h a r p - p o i n t e d , a n d n e a r l y n a k e d : 

t h e t a i l is r a t h e r s h o r t t h a n l o n g , a n d is v e r y f u l l 

o f h a i r . O n a l l t h e f e e t a r e f o u r t oe s . 

H y s e n a s g e n e r a l l y i n h a b i t c a v e r n s a n d r o c k y 

p l a c e s : t h e y p r o w l a b o u t c h i e f l y b y n i g h t , a n d 

f e e d o n t h e r e m a i n s o f d e a d a n i m a l s as w e l l as o n 

l i v i n g p r e y . T h e y a r e e v e n s a i d t o d e v o u r t h e 

b o d i e s w h i c h t h e y o c c a s i o n a l l y f i n d i n c e m e t e r i e s . 

T h e y a t t a c k c a t t l e , a n d f r e q u e n t l y c o m m i t g r e a t 

d e v a s t a t i o n a m o n g t h e f l o c k s . T h o u g h n o t g r e ­

g a r i o u s f r o m a n y s o c i a l p r i n c i p l e , t h e y s o m e t i m e s 

a s s e m b l e i n t r o o p s , a n d f o l l o w w i t h d r e a d f u l ass i ­

d u i t y t h e m o v e m e n t s o f a n a r m y , t h r o u g h t h e 

h o p e o f f e a s t i n g o n t h e s l a u g h t e r e d b o d i e s . 

T h e r e is s o m e t h i n g i n t h e a s p e c t o f t h e H y s e n a 

w h i c h seems t o i n d i c a t e a p e c u l i a r g l o o m i n e s s 

a n d m a l i g n i t y o f d i s p o s i t i o n , a n d i t s m a n n e r s i n a 

s t a t e o f c a p t i v i t y s e e m i n g e n e r a l t o c o r r e s p o n d 

w i t h i t s a p p e a r a n c e , b e i n g s a v a g e a n d u n t r a c t a -

b l e . I t ha s e v e n b e e n s u p p o s e d t h a t t h e H y a m a 

c a n n o t b e t a m e d - , b u t t h i s o p i n i o n is p r o v e d t o 

b e e r r o n e o u s f r o m t w o i n s t a n c e s a t l e a s t ; o n e o f 

w h i c h is r e c o r d e d b y M r . P e n n a n t , w h o d e c l a r e s 
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t h a t h e s a w a H y a e n a w h i c h h a d b e e n r e n d e r e d as 

t a m e as a d o g ; t h e o t h e r b y t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , 

w h o assures us , t h a t i n a n e x h i b i t i o n o f a n i m a l s 

a t P a r i s , i n t h e y e a r 1773, t h e r e w a s a Hyaena 

w h i c h h a d b e e n t a m e d v e r y e a r l y , a n d was appa­

r e n t l y d i v e s t e d o f a l l i t s n a t u r a l m a l e v o l e n c e o f d i s ­

p o s i t i o n . A r e m a r k a b l e p a r t i c u l a r i t y i n t h i s a n i ­

m a l , b u t w h i c h is s o m e t i m e s o b s e r v e d i n dogs , 

& c . is , t h a t w h e n i t is first d i s l o d g e d f r o m c o v e r , 

o r o b l i g e d t o r u n , i t a l w a y s appea r s l a m e f o r a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e space , a n d t h a t s o m e t i m e s t o s u c h a 

d e g r e e , a c c o r d i n g t o M r . B r u c e , as t o m a k e t h e 

s p e c t a t o r suppose o n e o f t h e h i n d l egs t o b e b r o k ­

e n ; b u t a f t e r r u n n i n g s o m e t i m e , t h i s a f f e c t i o n 

goes o f f , a n d h e r u n s s w i f t l y a w a y . T h e super­

s t i t i o n s o f t h e a n c i e n t s r e s p e c t i n g t h i s a n i m a l , i t s 

a n n u a l c h a n g e o f sex , & c . & c . a r e t o o a b s u r d t o 

b e e v e n m e n t i o n e d i n t h e p r e s e n t p e r i o d o f i l l u ­

m i n a t i o n . 

T h e H y a e n a a b o u t M o u n t L i b a n u s , S y r i a , t h e 

n o r t h o f A s i a , a n d a b o u t A l g i e r s , is k n o w n , ac­

c o r d i n g t o M r . B r u c e , t o l i v e m o s t l y u p o n l a r g e 

s u c c u l e n t b u l b o u s r o o t s , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e o f t h e 

F r i t i l l a r i a , & c . a n d t h a t a u t h o r i n f o r m s us t h a t 

h e has k n o w n l a r g e spaces o f fields t u r n e d u p t o 

g e t a t o n i o n s o r r o o t s o f t h o s e p l a n t s ; a n d these 

w e r e c h o s e n w i t h s u c h c a r e , t h a t , a f t e r h a v i n g 

b e e n pee l ed , t h e y w e r e r e f u s e d a n d l e f t o n t h e 

g r o u n d o n a c c o u n t o f a s m a l l r o t t e n s p o t i n t h e m ; 

M r . B r u c e , t h e r e f o r e , i m a g i n e s t h a t h i s p r i m i t i v e 

m a n n e r o f f e e d i n g was r a t h e r o n v e g e t a b l e s t h a n 

o n flesh; b u t i n A b y s s i n i a h e seems l o n g t o h a v e 
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a b a n d o n e d h i s p r i m i t i v e f o o d o f r o o t s , i f i n d e e d i t 

e v e r w a s s u c h ; a n d i n t h a t b a r b a r o u s a n d i l l - g o ­

v e r n e d c o u n t r y h e finds m o r e f r e q u e n t o p p o r t u ­

n i t i e s t h a n p e r h a p s a n y w h e r e else i n t h e w o r l d 

t o i n d u l g e h i s a p p e t i t e f o r flesh. I n B a r b a r y , 

M r . B r u c e assures us h e has seen t h e M o o r s , i n 

t h e d a y - t i m e , t a k e t h i s a n i m a l b y t h e ears , a n d 

p u l l h i m a l o n g , w i t h o u t h i s o f f e r i n g a n y o t h e r 

r e s i s t a n c e t h a n t h a t o f d r a w i n g b a c k ; a n d t h e 

h u n t e r s , w h e n h i s c a v e is l a r g e e n o u g h t o g i v e 

t h e m a d m i t t a n c e , w i l l t a k e a t o r c h i n t h e i r h a n d , 

a n d g o s t r a i t t o h i m ; a n d p r e t e n d i n g t o f a s ­

c i n a t e h i m b y a senseless j a r g o n o f w o r d s w h i c h 

t h e y r e p e a t , t h e y t h r o w a b l a n k e t o v e r h i m , a n d 

h a w l h i m o u t . M r . B r u c e l o c k e d u p a g o a t , a 

k i d , a n d a l a m b , w i t h a B a r b a r y H y a e n a a l l d a y , 

w h e n h e w a s f a s t i n g , a n d f o u n d t h e m i n t h e e v e n ­

i n g a l i v e a n d u n h u r t ; b u t r e p e a t i n g a n e x p e r i ­

m e n t o f t h i s k i n d o n e n i g h t , h e a t e u p a y o u n g -

ass, a g o a t , a n d a f o x , a l l b e f o r e m o r n i n g , so as 

t o l e a v e n o t h i n g b u t s o m e s m a l l f r a g m e n t s o f t h e 

ass's b o n e s . I n B a r b a r y , t h e r e f o r e , h e has n o 

c o u r a g e b y d a y , b u t flies f r o m m a n , a n d h i d e s 

h i m s e l f f r o m h i m ; w h i l e i n A b y s s i n i a h e is so 

b o l d as t o p r o w l a b o u t i n o p e n d a y , a n d t o a t t a c k 

w i t h s a v a g e f u r y s u c h a n i m a l s as c h a n c e m a y o f ­

f e r t o h i s v i e w . 

" I d o n o t t h i n k ( s ays M r . B r u c e ) t h e r e is a n y 

o n e t h a t h a t h h i t h e r t o w r i t t e n o f t h i s a n i m a l w h o 

e v e r s a w t h e t h o u s a n d t h p a r t o f t h e m t h a t I h a v e . 

T h e y w e r e * a p l a g u e i n A b y s s i n i a i n e v e r y s i t u a ­

t i o n , b o t h i n t h e c i t y a n d i n t h e field, a n d , I 

t h i n k , s u r p a s s e d t h e sheep i n n u m b e r . G o n d a r 
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was f u l l o f t h e m f r o m t h e t i m e i t t u r n e d d a r k t i l l 

t h e d a w n o f d a y , s e e k i n g t h e d i f f e r e n t pieces o f 

s l a u g h t e r e d carcases A v h i c h t h i s c r u e l a n d u n c l e a n 

p e o p l e e x p o s e i n t h e s t r ee t s w i t h o u t b u r i a l , a n d 

w h o f i r m l y b e l i e v e t h a t these a n i m a l s a re Fa lasha 

f r o m t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g m o u n t a i n s , t r a n s f o r m e d 

b y m a g i c , a n d c o m e d o w n t o ea t h u m a n f l e sh i n 

t h e d a r k i n s a f e t y . M a n y a t i m e i n t h e n i g h t , w h e n 

t h e k i n g h a d k e p t m e l a t e i n t h e p a l a c e , a n d i t 

was n o t m y d u t y t o l i e t h e r e , i n g o i n g across t h e 

square f r o m t h e k i n g ' s house , n o t m a n y h u n d r e d 

y a r d s d i s t a n t , I h a v e b e e n a p p r e h e n s i v e t h e y 

w o u l d b i t e m e i n t h e l e g . T h e y g r u n t e d i n g r e a t 

n u m b e r s a b o u t m e , t h o u g h I was s u r r o u n d e d w i t h 

s eve ra l a r m e d m e n , w h o s e l d o m passed a n i g h t 

w i t h o u t w o u n d i n g o r s l a u g h t e r i n g s o m e o f t h e m . 

" O n e n i g h t i n M a i t s h a , b e i n g v e r y i n t e n t o n 

o b s e r v a t i o n , I h e a r d s o m e t h i n g pass b e h i n d m e 

t o w a r d s t h e b e d , b u t u p o n l o o k i n g r o u n d c o u l d 

p e r c e i v e n o t h i n g . H a v i n g f i n i s h e d w h a t I was 

t h e n a b o u t , I w e n t o u t o f m y t e n t , r e s o l v i n g d i ­

r e c t l y t o r e t u r n , w h i c h I i m m e d i a t e l y d i d , w h e n I 

p e r c e i v e d l a r g e b l u e eyes g l a r i n g a t m e i n t h e 

d a r k . I c a l l e d u p o n m y s e r v a n t w i t h a l i g h t , a n d 

t h e r e was t h e H y a e n a s t a n d i n g n i g h t h e h e a d o f 

t h e b e d , w i t h t w o o r t h r e e l a r g e b u n c h e s o f c a n ­

dles i n h i s m o u t h . T o h a v e f i r e d a t h i m I was i n 

d a n g e r o f b r e a k i n g m y q u a d r a n t o r o t h e r f u r n i ­

t u r e , a n d h e s e e m e d , b y k e e p i n g t h e cand le s 

s t e a d i l y i n h i s m o u t h , t o w i s h f o r n o o t h e r p r e y 

a t t h a t t i m e . A s h i s m o u t h was f u l l , a n d h e h a d 

n o c l a w s t o t e a r w i t h , I was n o t a f r a i d o f h i m , 

b u t w i t h a p i k e s t r u c k h i m as n e a r t h e h e a r t as I 
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c o u l d j u d g e . I t w a s n o t t i l l t h e n h e s h e w e d a n y 

s i g n o f fierceness; b u t , u p o n f e e l i n g h i s w o u n d , 

h e l e t d r o p t h e c a n d l e s , a n d e n d e a v o u r e d t o r u n 

u p t h e s h a f t o f t h e s p e a r t o a r r i v e a t m e , so t h a t , 

i n s e l f - d e f e n c e , I w a s o b l i g e d t o d r a w a p i s t o l 

f r o m m y g i r d l e a n d s h o o t h i m , a n d n e a r l y a t t h e 

s a m e t i m e m y s e r v a n t c l e f t h i s s k u l l w i t h a b a t t l e -

a x . I n a w o r d , t h e H y a e n a w a s t h e p l a g u e o f o u r 

l i v e s , t h e t e r r o r o f o u r n i g h t - w a l k s , t h e d e s t r u c ­

t i o n o f o u r m u l e s a n d asses, w h i c h a b o v e a l l o t h e r s 

a r e h i s f a v o u r i t e f o o d . " 

M r . B r u c e seems i n c l i n e d t o b e l i e v e t h e A b y s ­

s i n i a n H y a e n a d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e c o m m o n spec ies , 

h a v i n g a s n o u t s o m e w h a t less t h i c k o r h o g - l i k e , 

a n d m o r e a p p r o a c h i n g t o t h e f o r m o f a d o g ' s 

nose . F r o m h i s figure, h o w e v e r , t h e r e c a n b e 

l i t t l e d o u b t o f i t s b e i n g a m e r e v a r i e t y . T h e 

l a r g e s t H y a e n a e v e r seen b y M r . B r u c e m e a s u r e d 

five f e e t n i n e i n c h e s f r o m t h e nose t o t h e base o f 

t h e t a i l : i t s c o l o u r w a s a y e l l o w i s h - b r o w n , m a r k e d 

w i t h d i s t a n t b l a c k i s h b a n d s , m o s t n u m e r o u s o n 

t h e l eg s . 

S P O T T E D H Y J E N A . 

Canis Crocuta. C. cauda recta, corpore nigro maculato, pedibus 
tetradactylis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p./2. 

Reddish-brown Hyaena spotted wi th black, wi th strait tail and 

four-toed feet. 
Spotted Hyaena. Pennant Quadr. i . p. 272. 

THIS animal much resembles the common or 

s t r i p e d H y a e n a i n i t s g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e , b u t i s 
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s u p e r i o r i n size, a n d is r e a d i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y 

b e i n g m a r k e d a l l o v e r t h e b o d y a n d l egs w i t h n u ­

m e r o u s r o u n d i s h b l a c k s p o t s : a l o n g t h e n e c k is 

a n u p r i g h t b l a c k m a n e : t h e f a c e a n d u p p e r p a r t 

o f t h e h e a d a re b l a c k : t h e ears s h o r t , r a t h e r 

p o i n t e d , b l a c k o n t h e o u t s i d e , a n d g r e y w i t h i n : 

t h e t a i l b l a c k , r a t h e r s h o r t , a n d f u l l o f h a i r . I t 

i t a n A f r i c a n a n i m a l , a n d is f o u n d i n G u i n e a , 

^ E t h i o p i a , a n d a b o u t t h e C a p e o f G o o d H o p e . 

I n i t s m a n n e r o f l i f e r e s e m b l e s t h e f o r m e r species, 

a n d e x e r t s e q u a l r a v a g e s a m o n g s t t h e c a t t l e o f 

t h e d i s t r i c t s i n w h i c h i t r e s ides . B y s o m e w r i t e r s 

i t has b e e n e r r o n e o u s l y t e r m e d a J a c k a l . 

J A C K A L . 

Canis Aureus. C. cauda recta, corpore pallide fulvo. Lin, Syst. 
Nat. Gmel. p. 72. 

Pale-fulvous Dog, with strait tail . 
Lupus aureus. Kaempfer amoen. exot. p. 413. t. 40"]./. 3. 
Schakal. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 262. 

THE Jackal is a native of the warmer regions 

o f A s i a a n d A f r i c a , a n d appears t o be n o w h e r e 

m o r e c o m m o n t h a n i n B a r b a r y . I t is a b o u t t h e 

size o f a m i d d l i n g D o g , a n d is o f a p a l e o r l i g h t 

o r a n g e - y e l l o w , w i t h d a r k e r o r b l a c k i s h shades 

a b o u t t h e b a c k a n d l e g s : t h e t a i l h a n g s s t r a i t , is 

r a t h e r b u s h y , a n d is c o m m o n l y b l a c k a t t h e t i p . 

T h e J a c k a l res ides i n r o c k y p laces , a n d i n w o o d s , 

a n d m a k e s i t s p r i n c i p a l e x c u r s i o n s d u r i n g t h e 

n i g h t ; p r e y i n g i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y o n a l l t h e w e a k e r 

a n i m a l s . I t a lso o c c a s i o n a l l y d e v o u r s v a r i o u s v e -
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g e t a b l e s . T h e v o i c e o f t h e J a c k a l is d e s c r i b e d as 

p e c u l i a r l y h i d e o u s , c o n s i s t i n g o f a k i n d o f m i x ­

t u r e o f h o w l i n g a n d i n d i s t i n c t b a r k i n g . T h e s e 

a n i m a l s f r e q u e n t l y g o i n g r e a t t r o o p s , t o h u n t 

t h e i r p r e y , a n d b y t h e i r d r e a d f u l y e l l i n g s a l a r m 

a n d p u t t o f l i g h t d e e r , a n t e l o p e s , a n d o t h e r t i m i d 

q u a d r u p e d s ; w h i l e t h e L i o n , i n s t i n c t i v e l y a t t e n d ­

i n g t o t h e c l a m o u r , i s s a i d t o f o l l o w t i l l t h e J a c k ­

als h a v e h u n t e d d o w n t h e p r e y , a n d , h a v i n g sa­

t i a t e d h i m s e l f , l e a v e s o n l y t h e m a n g l e d r e m a i n s 

t o b e d e v o u r e d b y t h e J a c k a l s . 

I t is f o r t h i s r e a s o n t h a t t h e J a c k a l is p o p u l a r l y 

t e r m e d t h e L i o n s P r o v i d e r . W h e n p r e s s e d b y 

h u n g e r , J a c k a l s h a v e b e e n f r e q u e n t l y k n o w n t o 

e n t e r t o w n s a n d d e v o u r i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y w h a t e v e r 

a n i m a l s u b s t a n c e t h e y c a n f i n d . T h e y c o m m i t 

r a v a g e s a m o n g t h e f l o c k s , k i l l f o w l s , & c . a n d h a v e 

b e e n k n o w n t o a t t a c k m a n k i n d . 

T h e r e is g r e a t r e a s o n f o r s u p p o s i n g t h i s a n i m a l 

t o b e t h e r e a l o r i g i n o f t h e D o g , s i n c e a l m o s t a l l 

i t s m a n n e r s a n d p r o p e n s i t i e s a r e t h e s a m e . W h e n 

t a k e n y o u n g , i t i s e a s i l y t a m e d ; a t t a c h e s i t s e l f t o 

m a n k i n d , d i s t i n g u i s h e s i t s m a s t e r , c o m e s o n b e i n g 

c a l l e d b y i t s n a m e , s h e w s a n a t t a c h m e n t t o D o g s , 

i n s t e a d o f f l y i n g f r o m t h e m , a n d has a l l t h e o t h e r 

p a r t i c u l a r i t i e s o f c h a r a c t e r b y w h i c h t h e D o g is 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d : a m o n g s t o t h e r s , t h e i m p o r t a n t o b ­

s e r v a t i o n o f P r o f e s s o r G u l d e n s t e d t , w h o has g i v e n 

a n a c c u r a t e d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e J a c k a l i n t h e P e -

t e r s b u r g h T r a n s a c t i o n s , s h o u l d b y n o m e a n s b e 

o m i t t e d , v i z . t h a t t h e J a c k a l a n d D o g a g r e e i n 

t h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e c o e c u m o r s h o r t i n t e s t i n e , a n d 
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d i f f e r i n t h a t r e s p e c t b o t h f r o m t h e W o l f a n d t h e 

F o x . A c c o r d i n g t o M r . P e n n a n t , t h e J a c k a l i n ­

h a b i t s " a l l t h e h o t a n d t e m p e r a t e p a r t s o f A s i a , 

I n d i a , P e r s i a , A r a b i a , G r e a t T a r t a r y , t h e r e g i o n s 

a b o u t M o u n t Caucasus , S y r i a , a n d t h e H o l y - l a n d , 

a n d o c c u r s , i n m o s t p a r t s o f A f r i c a , f r o m B a r b a r y 

t o t h e C a p e o f G o o d H o p e . " 

T h e m o s t a u t h e n t i c f i g u r e o f t h e J a c k a l seems 

t o be t h a t p u b l i s h e d b y M r . S c h r e b e r , w h i c h , he 

i n f o r m s us , is f r o m a d r a w i n g c o m m u n i c a t e d b y 

D r . P a l l a s , a n d w h i c h w a s t a k e n f r o m t h e l i v i n g 

a n i m a l b r o u g h t f r o m t h e L e v a n t , a n d f i g u r e d u n ­

d e r h i s o w n i n s p e c t i o n : i t a lso a g r e e d p e r f e c t l y 

w i t h t h e s k i n o f o n e b r o u g h t f r o m Pe r s i a , a n d 

p r e s e r v e d a t P e t e r s b u r g h . T h i s f i g u r e is , t h e r e ­

f o r e , c o p i e d i n t h e p r e s e n t p u b l i c a t i o n . T h e f o l ­

l o w i n g m o s t a c c u r a t e d e s c r i p t i o n b y D r . Pa l las 

w i l l , n o d o u b t , be c o n s i d e r e d as a n i m p o r t a n t a d ­

d i t i o n t o t h e h i s t o r y o f t h i s a n i m a l . 

" I n e x t e r n a l f i g u r e t h e J a c k a l r e sembles t h e 

W o l f m o r e t h a n t h e F o x . I t is also l a r g e r , a n d 

s t ands h i g h e r o n i t s l egs t h a n t h e F o x . T h e h e a d 

is o f a f o x - r e d a b o v e , m i x e d w i t h a s h - g r e y ha i r s , 

w h i c h h a v e e a c h a b l a c k i s h r i n g a n d t i p : t h e u p ­

p e r l i p is w h i t e o n e a c h s ide t h e nose , a n d t h e 

t h r o a t is o f t h e s ame c o l o u r : t h e w h i s k e r s , t h e 

l o n g h a i r s o n t h e c h i n , a n d t h o s e a b o v e t h e eyes, 

w h i c h are f i v e i n n u m b e r , a r e b l a c k : t h e ears a re 

f o x - r e d e x t e r n a l l y , a n d w h i t e i n t e r n a l l y : t h e n e c k 

a n d b a c k a re a l l o v e r g r e y - y e l l o w , a n d b o t h , b u t 

e s p e c i a l l y t h e l a t t e r , a re d a s h e d w i t h a shade o f 

d u s k y , o w i n g t o t h e t i p s o f t h e l o n g h a i r s o n 
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t h o s e p a r t s : t h e u n d e r p a r t s o f t h e b o d y a n d t h e 

l e g s a r e o f a l i g h t r e d d i s h - y e l l o w , b u t t h e s h o u l ­

d e r s a n d t h i g h s a r e e x t e r n a l l y o f a f o x - r e d : t h e 

c l a w s a r e b l a c k ; t h e t h u m b - c l a w s t a n d s h i g h e r 

t h a n i n t h e D o g , a n d is c r o o k e d : t h e t a i l is s t r a i t , 

s o m e w h a t l o n g e r a n d m o r e h a i r y t h a n i n t h e 

W o l f , a n d is o f a g r e y i s h - y e l l o w , m o r e i n c l i n i n g 

t o f o x - r e d t o w a r d s t h e e n d ; t h e l o n g h a i r s h a v e 

b l a c k t i p s , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l 

appea r s b l a c k : t h e h a i r o f t h e J a c k a l is c o a r s e r 

a n d s t r o n g e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e W o l f , a n d is l o n g e s t 

o n t h e s h o u l d e r s a n d t a i l , w h e r e i t m e a s u r e s f o u r 

i n c h e s : o n t h e n e c k a n d b a c k i t is s h o r t e r b y a n 

i n c h : b e t w e e n t h e h a i r s is s i t u a t e d a w o o l l y f u r o f 

a g r e y c o l o u r : t h e f o u r m i d d l e f r o n t t e e t h a r e o f 

a t r u n c a t e d f o r m , o r , i f c u t o f f , f l a t , n o t p e r c e p ­

t i b l y n o t c h e d o r i n d e n t e d : t h e t w o e x t e r i o r l a r g e r 

ones i n t h e u p p e r j a w a r e s o m e w h a t c a r i n a t e d , i n 

t h e l o w e r r o u n d e d : t h e s i d e o r c a n i n e - t e e t h i n t h e 

u p p e r j a w a r e s o m e w h a t l a r g e r t h a n i n t h e u n d e r : 

t h e g r i n d e r s a r e s i x o n e a c h s ide , t h e f i r s t b e i n g 

t h e s m a l l e s t , a n d o f a c o n i c a l s h a p e ; t h e n e x t 

g r i n d e r s , t o t h e n u m b e r o f t w o i n t h e u p p e r a n d 

t h r e e i n t h e l o w e r , a r e g r a d u a l l y l a r g e r , a n d d i ­

v i d e d i n t o t h r e e p o i n t s : t h e f o u r t h o f t h e u p p e r 

j a w a n d t h e f i f t h o f t h e u n d e r a r e t h e l a r g e s t , a n d 

h a v e t w o p o i n t s : t h e r e m a i n i n g ones s t a n d d e e p e r 

i n t h e j a w , o r m o r e i n w a r d s , a n d a r e s m a l l e r t h a n 

t h e p r e c e d i n g : t h e t o n g u e has o n e a c h s ide a 

b o r d e r o r r o w o f s m a l l v e r r u c a ? o r w a r t s . " 

A c c o r d i n g t o M r . P e n n a n t , t h e u s u a l l e n g t h o f 

t h e J a c k a l is a b o u t t w o f e e t a n d a h a l f ; t h e f e -
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m a l e is s o m e w h a t s m a l l e r t h a n t h e m a l e , a n d has 

f r o m s i x t o e i g h t paps . D r . P a l l a s c o u n t e d , i n a 

y o u n g J a c k a l , t h r e e t e a t s o n o n e s ide , a n d f o u r 

o n t h e o t h e r , o f w h i c h t h e f o r e m o s t was s i tuated 

n e a r t h e s ides o f t h e b r e a s t . 

T h e m o r e w e c o n s i d e r t h e n a t u r e a n d manners 

o f t h i s a n i m a l , t h e m o r e r e a s o n w e s h a l l f i n d to 

c o i n c i d e w i t h P r o f e s s o r G u l d e n s t a d t i n o p i n i o n , 

t h a t t h e J a c k a l is t h e r e a l o r i g i n o f t h e D o g ; 

( u n l e s s , i n d e e d , w e a l l o w t h e w i l d d o g s o f A f r i c a , 

m e n t i o n e d u n d e r t h e h i s t o r y o f t h a t species, t o be 

t h e D o g i n a s t a t e o f n a t u r e ) . M r . G u l d e n s t a d t 

v e r y p r o p e r l y obse rves , t h a t t h e n a t a l e s o l u m o f t h e 

W o l f does n o t s eem t o fit i t f o r b e i n g t h e supposed 

o r i g i n o f t h e D o g , s i n c e i t is g e n e r a l l y c o n f i n e d 

t o t h e f r i g i d z o n e : i t s s ize is a lso a g a i n s t t h e sup­

p o s i t i o n ; f o r t h e n a t u r a l s ize o f a n y species o f 

a n i m a l appea r s t o b e b e t w e e n t h a t o f t h e l a r g e 

a n d s m a l l v a r i e t i e s . T h e F o x is s t i l l m o r e u n l i k e 

t h e D o g , as t o s o m e p a r t i c u l a r s i n t h e s t r u c t u r e s 

o f t h e i n t e s t i n e s : t h e n a t i v e c o u n t r y o f t h e J a c k a l , 

w h i c h is p r o p e r l y A s i a M i n o r , is t h e l a n d w h e r e 

w e s h o u l d n a t u r a l l y s u p p o s e t h e p r i m a e v a l domes­

t i c D o g t o h a v e o r i g i n a t e d . T h e J a c k a l , a c c o r d ­

i n g t o M r . G u l d e n s t a d t , ha s a n a t u r a l p r o p e n s i t y 

t o f o l l o w m a n k i n d , i n s t e a d o f flying f r o m h i m , 

l i k e t h e W o l f a n d t h e F o x . T h e w h e l p , h e adds, 

is v e r y r e a d i l y t a m e d , a n d , w h e n g r o w n u p , as­

s u m e s a l l t h e h a b i t s o f t h e d o m e s t i c D o g : f a w n s 

o n h i s m a s t e r , r e j o i c e s , w a g s i t s t a i l , t h r o w s i t s e l f 

o n i t s b a c k , a n d m u r m u r s g e n t l y , d i s t i n g u i s h e s 

i t s n a m e , j u m p s o n t h e t a b l e , & c . & c . & c . 
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" C a t u l u s c a p t u s f a c i l e c i c u r a t u r , e t i n h o s p i t i o 

a d u l t u s b l a n d i t u r ; h o m i n e s laste a d s p i c i e n d o , 

c a u d a m m o t i t a n d o , c o r p u s p r o s t e r n e n d o , v e l i n 

d o r s o se p r o j i c i e n d o , l e v i m u r m u r e g a n n i e n d o . 

D o m i n u m d i s t i n g u i t a r e l i q u i s ; a d n o m e n p r o -

p r i u m i p s i i m p o s i t u m a t t e n d i t ; i n m e n s a m i n v i t a -

t u s i n s i l i t ; c o n t o r t u p l i c a t u s d o r m i t ; l a m b e n d o b i -

b i t ; s c y b a l a d u r a c a c a t ; a d l a t u s m i n g i t ; i n so-

c i e t a t e c a n u m p a c i f i c u s a n u m e o r u m o d o r a t . O d o r , 

q u e r n S c h a c a l a p e r g l a n d u l a s ana l e s s p a r g i t , n e c 

t e t e r r i m u s , u t Dumon v o l u i t , n e c m o s c h o a n a l o -

g u s , u t a l i i v o l u e r u n t , h u n c eo v u l p i s m i t i o r e m e t 

i l l o c a n i s f o e t o r e i n s t a n t e t e m p e s t a t e e r u m p e n t e , 

v i x d e t e r i o r e m esse s e n t i o . " 

T h a t t h e J a c k a l a n d D o g r e a d i l y i n t e r m i x o r 

b r e e d , a p p e a r s f r o m v a r i o u s t e s t i m o n i e s , a c c o r d ­

i n g t o t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , i n h i s c h a p t e r o n t h e 

d e f e n e r a t i o n o f a n i m a l s . M r . G . c a n n o t c o n s i -

d e r t h e cauda recurvata as a n e s s e n t i a l c h a r a c t e r 

o f t h e D o g , b u t t h i n k s i t m a y h a v e o r i g i n a t e d 

f r o m c i c u r a t i o n . T h e J a c k a l , h e t h i n k s , w i t h 

m a n y o t h e r a u t h o r s , m a y p r o b a b l y b e t h e T h o s o f 

A r i s t o t l e . 
M r . G . s a w n o J a c k a l s o f t h e e x a c t m e a s u r e 

g i v e n b y G m e l i n , b u t , i n g e n e r a l , o f t w e n t y - s i x 

o r t w e n t y - s e v e n P a r i s i n c h e s f r o m t h e nose t o t h e 

b e g i n n i n g o f t h e t a i l . T h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r , h e 

a d d s , is a d i r t y f u l v o u s , r a t h e r b l a c k e r o n t h e b a c k , 

a n d y e l l o w i s h - w h i t e b e n e a t h . O n e a c h k n e e is 

g e n e r a l l y a b l a c k p a t c h , a n d t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l is 

o f t h e s a m e c o l o u r . 
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Canis Mesomelas. C. Cauda recta, corpore ferrugineo, fascia 
dorsali nigra. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 73. 

Ferruginous Dog, with strait tail, and black dorsal band. 
Der Capische Schakal. Schreber saength. 1. p. 3 Jo. tab. 95. 
Cape Schakal. Pennant Quadr. l. p. 265. 

THIS animal is said to be not uncommon about 

t h e C a p e o f G o o d H o p e , a n d is b y s o m e c o n ­

f o u n d e d w i t h t h e J a c k a l , t o w h i c h , i n d e e d , i t 

seems t o be v e r y n e a r l y a l l i e d . T h e h e a d is y e l ­

l o w i s h - b r o w n , w i t h a m i x t u r e o f b l a c k a n d w h i t e 

h a i r s , e s p e c i a l l y o n t h e h i n d p a r t ; t h e n a p e o f t h e 

n e c k a n d t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e b a c k b l a c k , 

w i t h a m i x t u r e o f w h i t e : t h e b l a c k , b a n d c o m ­

m e n c e s a t t h e t o p o f t h e n e c k , a n d w i d e n s o v e r 

t h e s h o u l d e r s , i n a n a l m o s t r h o m b o i d f o r m , f r o m 

t h e n c e d e c r e a s i n g t o t h e t a i l , a l o n g t h e u p p e r 

p a r t o f w h i c h i t is s t i l l c o n t i n u e d i n f o r m o f a 

s t r i p e . T h i s b l a c k d o r s a l b a n d is c l o u d e d o n e a c h 

s ide i n t h e b r o a d e s t p a r t w i t h w h i t i s h o r g r e y i s h 

u n d u l a t i o n s , a n d a s i m i l a r m i x t u r e is v i s i b l e o n 

t h e m i d d l e o f t h e b a n d . T h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r o f 

t h e a n i m a l is b r i g h t f o x y o r f e r r u g i n o u s , w i t h t h e 

t h r o a t , b r e a s t , a b d o m e n , a n d in s ides o f t h e t h i g h s 

w h i t i s h : t h e t a i l is n o t u n l i k e t h a t o f a f o x , b u t 

r a t h e r less b u s h y , a n d is o f t h e s a m e b r i g h t f e r r u ­

g i n o u s as t h e u p p e r p a r t s o f t h e b o d y , w i t h t h r e e 

t r a n s v e r s e b l a c k b a n d s t o w a r d s t h e e n d , a n d a 

b l a c k t i p . T h e l e n g t h o f t h i s a n i m a l is t w o f e e t 

a n d t h r e e q u a r t e r s , e x c l u s i v e o f t h e t a i l , w h i c h 
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m e a s u r e s o n e f o o t . T h e d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h i s spe­

c ie s w a s d r a w n u p b y M r . S c h r e b e r , f r o m a s k i n 

s e n t f r o m t h e C a p e : t h e f i g u r e a lso a c c o m p a n y ­

i n g t h e d e s c r i p t i o n was f r o m t h e s a m e s k i n . I t 

is h e r e c o p i e d f r o m t h e w o r k o f M r . S c h r e b e r . 

M r . S c h r e b e r o b s e r v e s , t h a t t h e f i g u r e o f t h e 

J a c k a l g i v e n b y t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n seems m u c h 

m o r e n e a r l y a l l i e d t o t h i s a n i m a l t h a n t o t h e p r e ­

c e d i n g . M r . P e n n a n t i n f o r m s us, t h a t t h e f i g u r e 

i n q u e s t i o n w a s c o p i e d f r o m a s k i n i n b u t a n i n ­

d i f f e r e n t s t a t e o f p r e s e r v a t i o n , i n t h e A s h m o l e a n 

M u s e u m a t O x f o r d , a n d w a s b y h i m s e l f c o m m u ­

n i c a t e d t o t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , w h o i n t r o d u c e d 

i t i n t o h i s w o r k . 

B A R B A R Y J A C K A L . 

Canis Barbaras. C. subfuscus, cauda recta, fascia subauriculari 
descendente furcata nigra, cauda fasciis tribusfuscis. 

Pale-brown Dog, wi th strait tail , a black descending forked 
band from behind each ear, and three dusky bands on the tail. 

Barbary Schakal. Pennant Quadr. i . p. 260. 
Le Chachal. B u f f , suppl. 6. p. 112.pl. 16. 

THIS species has a long slender nose, sharp up­

r i g h t ea rs , a n d a l o n g b u s h y t a i l . I t s c o l o u r is a 

v e r y p a l e b r o w n : f r o m b e h i n d e a c h ea r r u n s a 

b l a c k l i n e , w h i c h s o o n d i v i d e s i n t o t w o , r u n n i n g 

d o w n w a r d s a l o n g t h e n e c k : t h e t a i l is s u r r o u n d e d 

b y t h r e e d u s k y r i n g s o r zones . I t is o f t h e size 

o f t h e c o m m o n F o x , b u t t h e l i m b s s e e m i n g l y 

http://112.pl
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s h o r t e r , a n d t h e n o s e m o r e s l e n d e r . A d r a w i n g 

m a d e f r o m t h e s k i n o f t h i s a n i m a l i n t h e A s h m o -

l e a n M u s e u m a t O x f o r d w a s c o m m u n i c a t e d , as 

b e f o r e m e n t i o n e d , b y M r . P e n n a n t t o t h e C o u n t 

d e B u f f o n , w h i c h h e c a u s e d t o b e e n g r a v e d i n 

h i s t h i r d s u p p l e m e n t a l v o l u m e . 

C E Y L O N E S E DOG. 

Canis Ceilonicus. C. cinereo-Jlavescens, naso elongato, cauda 
longa acuminata, unguibus incurvis. 

Yellowish-grey Dog, wi th lengthened snout, long sharp-pointed 
tai l , and crooked claws. 

Chien sauvage de Ceylon. Vosmaer descr. 
Ceylonese Dog. Pennant Quadr. i . p. 266. 

THIS species is a native of Ceylon, but no par­

t i c u l a r s r e l a t i v e t o i t s m a n n e r s o r h i s t o i y are 

k n o w n . I t was d e s c r i b e d b y M r . V o s m a e r f r o m 

a s t u f f e d s k i n . H e i n f o r m s us t h a t i t was a l i t t l e 

l a r g e r t h a n a c o m m o n d o m e s t i c c a t , m e a s u r i n g 

a b o u t t w e n t y - t w o i n c h e s f r o m nose t o t a i l : t h e 

t a i l i t s e l f s i x t e e n i n c h e s , g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o t h e 

p o i n t . T h e g r o u n d c o l o u r is a y e l l o w i s h - g r e y , 

w i t h a c a s t o f b r o w n o n s o m e p a r t s , o w i n g t o t h e 

l o n g e r h a i r s w h i c h a r e o f t h a t c o l o u r : t h e f e e t are 

s t r o n g l y t i n g e d w i t h b r o w n ; a n d h e r e a n d t h e r e 

a l o n g t h e b a c k t h e b r o w n ca s t seems t o f o r m a 

k i n d o f s t r i pe s o r r a y s : t h e b e l l y is c i n e r e o u s : 

t h e h a i r o n t h e w h o l e a n i m a l is c l o s i s h , b u t s o f t 

t o t h e t o u c h : t h e h e a d is l o n g a n d p o i n t e d ; t h e 
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s n o u t a n d p a r t u n d e r t h e c h i n b r o w n , b u t t h e t o p 

o f t h e h e a d o f a y e l l o w i s h a s h - c o l o u r , w h i c h pass­

i n g b e y o n d t h e ea r s , f o r m s as i t w e r e a s p o t b e ­

l o w t h e m , a n d d e s c e n d s f r o m t h e n c e t o b e t w e e n 

t h e eyes , w h e r e i t t e r m i n a t e s i n a p o i n t . B e n e a t h 

t h e eyes , o n t h e c h e e k s , a r e s o m e o b l o n g p a t c h e s 

o f a c l e a r e r o r b r i g h t e r c o l o u r t h a n t h e r e s t o f t h e 

s k i n : t h e n o s t r i l s o p e n , i n t h e f o r m o f c r e s c e n t s : 

o n e a c h s i d e t h e f r o n t o f t h e n o s e a r e sea ted 

l o n g h a i r s o r w h i s k e r s o f a b l a c k i s h b r o w n - c o l o u r : 

t w o s i m i l a r h a i r s a r e a l so s i t u a t e d a t e a c h c o r n e r 

o f t h e e y e ; a n d o n e a c h s i d e t h e h e a d , i n a s t r a i t 

l i n e f r o m t h e nose , is a s i m p l e h a i r l i k e t h e f o r ­

m e r : t h e ea rs a r e s m a l l , p o i n t e d , a n d e l e v a t e d ; 

a n d o f a b r o w n - c o l o u r . T h e r e a r e s i x f r o n t - t e e t h 

i n t h e u p p e r m a n d i b l e ; b e y o n d w h i c h a r e t w o 

l a r g e c a n i n e - t e e t h ; a n d f a r t h e r b a c k ( so f a r as 

t h e d r i e d s t a t e o f t h e s p e c i m e n p e r m i t t e d a v i e w ) 

f o u r v e r y p o i n t e d g r i n d e r s ; b u t t h e r e a r e p r o b a ­

b l y m o r e , w h i c h c o u l d n o t b e seen. I n t h e l o w e r 

j a w a r e s i x s m a l l f r o n t - t e e t h , l a r g e c a n i n e ones , 

a n d s i x g r i n d e r s o n e a c h s i de . T h e c l a w s o f t h i s 
© 

a n i m a l r e s e m b l e t h o s e o f a C a t m o r e t h a n o f a 
D o g , t h o u g h n o t so l o n g a n d s l i g h t i n p r o p o r t i o n . 

B o t h f o r e a n d h i n d f e e t h a v e five toes . T h e a n i ­

m a l w a s r e c e i v e d f r o m C e y l o n , u n d e r t h e n a m e 

o f W i l d o r W o o d D o g . 
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F O X . 

Canis Vulpes. C. cauda recta, apice albo. Lin. Syst. Nat. 

P- 59-
Dog with strait tail tipped with white. 
Vulpes. Gesn. Quadr. 966. Aldr. dig. 195. Jonst. Quadr. 82. 
Renard. B u f f . J. p. J5. pi. 6. 

THE Fox, like the Wolf, appears to be pretty 

g e n e r a l l y d i f f u s e d t h r o u g h o u t a l l t h e n o r t h e r n 

a n d t e m p e r a t e p a r t s o f t h e g l o b e ; o c c u r r i n g w i t h 

n u m e r o u s v a r i e t i e s , as t o shades o f c o l o u r a n d 

g r a d a t i o n s o f size, i n m o s t p a r t s o f E u r o p e , t h e 

n o r t h o f A s i a , a n d A m e r i c a . T h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r 

o f t h e F o x is y e l l o w i s h - b r o w n , o r f e r r u g i n o u s 

a b o v e a n d w h i t i s h b e n e a t h : t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l is 

a l so w h i t e ; a n d t h i s c i r c u m s t a n c e f o r m s t h e p r i n ­

c i p a l p a r t o f t h e L i n n a e a n s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r o f 

t h e a n i m a l , a n d t h o u g h i t appea r s r a t h e r t o o 

s l i g h t t o b e f i x e d u p o n as a c r i t e r i o n o f t h e spe­

c ies , y e t , p e r h a p s , i t w o u l d n o t b e v e r y easy t o 

f o r m o n e t h a t w o u l d b e m o r e d e c i s i v e . A c c o r d ­

i n g t o M r . P e n n a n t ( i n h i s B r i t i s h Z o o l o g y ) , t h e 

v a r i e t y c a l l e d t h e Cur Fo.v, w h i c h is s a i d t o be 

s o m e w h a t s m a l l e r t h a n t h e g e n e r a l r u n o f F o x e s 

i n E n g l a n d , a n d m o r e a d d i c t e d t o l u r k a b o u t 

h e d g e s , o u t h o u s e s , & c . has t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l 

b l a c k i n s t e a d o f w h i t e ; i f , h o w e v e r , t h i s supposed 

v a r i e t y b e t h e C a n i s A l o p e x o f L i n n a e u s , i t is c o n ­

s i d e r e d i n t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e as a d i s t i n c t spe­

cies . S o m e t i m e s , t h o u g h v e r y r a r e l y , t h e F o x 

has b e e n f o u n d e n t i r e l y w h i t e ; a n i n s t a n c e o f 

w h i c h o c c u r s i n t h e w o r k s o f R i d i n g e r . 
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" T h e F o x ( s a y s B u f f o n ) is so e x t r e m e l y s u b ­

j e c t t o t h e i n f l u e n c e s o f c l i m a t e , t h a t t h e v a r i e ­

t i e s o f t h i s spec i e s a r e as n u m e r o u s as t h o s e o f 

t h e d o m e s t i c a n i m a l s . M o s t o f o u r F o x e s a r e 

r e d d i s h ; b u t s o m e a r e f o u n d o f a s i l v e r - g r e y ; i n 

b o t h t h e e n d o f t h e t a i l is w h i t e : i n B u r g u n d y 

t h e l a t t e r a r e c a l l e d C o a l - F o x e s ( C h a r b o n i e r s ) , b e ­

c a u s e t h e i r f e e t a r e r e m a r k a b l v b l a c k . T h e i r 

b o d i e s h a v e a l so t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f b e i n g s h o r t e r ; 

b e c a u s e t h e y a r e b e t t e r c l o t h e d w i t h h a i r . T h e r e 

a r e s o m e w h i c h a r e r e a l l y s h o r t e r t h a n t h e o t h e r 

k i n d s , a n d o f a d i r t y g r e y - c o l o u r , n e a r l y t h e 

s a m e w i t h t h a t o f o l d W o l v e s ; b u t i t is u n c e r t a i n 

w h e t h e r t h i s d i f f e r e n c e c o n s t i t u t e s a r e a l v a r i e t y , 

o r is p r o d u c e d b y t h e a g e o f t h e a n i m a l , w h i c h 

p e r h a p s g r o w s w h i t e r as h e a d v a n c e s i n y e a r s . 

I n t h e n o r t h e r n c l i m a t e s a r e F o x e s o f a l l c o l o u r s ; 

b l a c k , b l u e , g r e y , i r o n - c o l o u r , s i l v e r - g r e y , w h i t e , 

w i t h y e l l o w f e e t , w h i t e w i t h b l a c k h e a d s , w h i t e 

w i t h t h e e x t r e m i t y o f t h e t a i l b l a c k , r e d d i s h w i t h 

t h e t h r o a t a n d b e l l y e n t i r e l y w h i t e , a n d , l a s t l y , 

s o m e h a v e a b l a c k l i n e a l o n g t h e b a c k , a n d c ross ­

e d w i t h a n o t h e r o v e r t h e s h o u l d e r s : t h e l a t t e r 

a r e l a r g e r t h a n t h e o t h e r k i n d s , a n d h a v e b l a c k 

t h r o a t s . " 

S o m e o f t h e a b o v e , h o w e v e r , w h i c h t h e C o u n t 

d e B u f f o n c o n s i d e r e d a t t h a t t i m e as v a r i e t i e s , a r e 

a t p r e s e n t r e g a r d e d as spec ies p e r f e c t l y d i s t i n c t . 

T h e F o x has a b r o a d h e a d , a s h a r p s n o u t , a 

f l a t f o r e h e a d , o b l i q u e l y - s e a t e d eyes, s h a r p e r e c t 

ea r s , a b o d y w e l l c o v e r e d w i t h h a i r , a n d a s t r a i t 

b u s h y a n d s o m e w h a t p o i n t e d t a i l . 
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T h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r is a y e l l o w i s h - r e d , o r m o r e 

p r o p e r l y y e l l o w - b r o w n , a n d o n t h e f o r e h e a d , 

s h o u l d e r s , h i n d p a r t o f t h e b a c k as f a r as t h e be­

g i n n i n g o f t h e t a i l , a n d o u t s i d e o f t h e h i n d legs, 

i t is a l i t t l e m i x e d w i t h w h i t e o r a s h - c o l o u r : t h e 

l i p s , c h e e k s , a n d t h r o a t , a r e w h i t e , a n d a s t r i p e o f 

t h e s ame c o l o u r r u n s a l o n g t h e u n d e r s ide o f t h e 

l e g s : t h e b r e a s t a n d b e l l y a r e a s h - g r e y o r w h i t i s h -

g r e y : t h e t i p s o f t h e ears a n d t h e f e e t are b l a c k : 

t h e t a i l e x t r e m e l y r e d d i s h - y e l l o w , m i x e d w i t h a 

t i n g e o f b l a c k i s h , a n d i n t e r n a l l y b r o w n i s h y e l l o w -

w h i t e , w i t h a b l a c k i s h c a s t ; t h e t i p i t s e l f m i l k -

w h i t e . 

T h e F o x p r e p a r e s f o r h i m s e l f a c o n v e n i e n t d e n 

o r r e c e p t a c l e i n w h i c h h e l i e s c o n c e a l e d d u r i n g 

t h e g r e a t e r p a r t o f t h e d a y . T h i s d e n is some­

t i m e s s a i d t o be o b t a i n e d b y d i spossess ing t h e 

B a d g e r o f i t s h o l e , a n d a p p r o p r i a t i n g i t t o h i s 

o w n p u r p o s e s . I t is so c o n t r i v e d as t o a f f o r d t h e 

b e s t s e c u r i t y t o t h e i n h a b i t a n t , b y b e i n g s i t u a t e d 

u n d e r h a r d g r o u n d , t h e r o o t s o f t r e e s , & c . a n d is 

bes ides f u r n i s h e d w i t h p r o p e r o u t l e t s t h r o u g h 

w h i c h h e m a y escape i n case o f n e c e s s i t y . 

T h i s c a r e a n d d e x t e r i t y i n c o n s t r u c t i n g h i m s e l f 

a d o m i c i l , is b y t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n c o n s i d e r e d 

as a l o n e s u f f i c i e n t t o r a n k t h e F o x a m o n g t h e 

h i g h e r o r d e r o f q u a d r u p e d s , s i n c e i t i m p l i e s n o 

s m a l l d e g r e e o f i n t e l l i g e n c e . 

" T h e F o x k n o w s h o w t o e n s u r e h i s s a f e t y , b y 

p r o v i d i n g h i m s e l f w i t h a n a s y l u m , t o w h i c h h e 

r e t i r e s f r o m p r e s s i n g d a n g e r s , w h e r e h e d w e l l s , 

a n d w h e r e h e b r i n g s u p h i s y o u n g . H e is n o t a 
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v a g a b o n d , b u t l i v e s i n a s e t t l e d d o m e s t i c s t a t e . 

T h i s d i f f e r e n c e , t h o u g h i t a p p e a r s e v e n a m o n g 

m e n , has g r e a t e r e f f e c t s , a n d supposes m o r e 

p o w e r f u l causes , a m o n g t h e i n f e r i o r a n i m a l s . T h e 

s i n g l e i d e a o f a h a b i t a t i o n o r s e t t l e d p l a c e o f a b o d e , 

t h e a r t o f m a k i n g i t c o m m o d i o u s , a n d c o n c e a l i n g 

t h e a v e n u e s t o i t , i m p l y a s u p e r i o r d e g r e e o f s e n t i ­

m e n t . " 

I n c l e a r w a r m w e a t h e r t h e F o x s o m e t i m e s 

c o m e s o u t t o b a s k i n t h e s u n s h i n e , l y i n g s t r e t c h e d 

o u t o n s o m e d r y p l a c e , t h e s t u m p o f a t r e e , & c . 

& c . A t n i g h t h e c o m m e n c e s h i s d e p r e d a t i o n s , 

p r o w l i n g a b o u t a f t e r p o u l t r y , s m a l l b i r d s , l e v e r e t s , 

r a b b i t s , & c . & c . H e is s u p p o s e d t o m a k e c o n ­

s i d e r a b l e d e s t r u c t i o n a m o n g f i e l d - m i c e , a n d i t is 

s a i d , t h a t , l i k e t h e C a t , h e p l a y s w i t h t h e m f o r s o m e 

t i m e b e f o r e h e q u i t e d e s t r o y s t h e m . H e a l so o c ­

c a s i o n a l l y ea ts f r o g s , n e w t s , s n a i l s , a n d i n s e c t s . 

S e v e r a l k i n d s o f b e r r i e s a n d f r u i t a r e a lso a n a c ­

c e p t a b l e f o o d , a n d h e is p a r t i c u l a r l y f o n d o f 

g r a p e s , a n d does c o n s i d e r a b l e i n j u r y a m o n g v i n e ­

y a r d s . S o m e t i m e s h e a t t a c k s b e e - h i v e s , a n d d e ­

v o u r s t h e h o n e y , i n s p i t e o f t h e s t i n g s h e r e c e i v e s 

f r o m t h e d i s t u r b e d s w a r m . W h e n p res sed b y n e ­

c e s s i t y , h e w i l l r e a d i l y d e v o u r c a r r i o n , b u t p r e f e r s 

f l e s h i n a r a r e s t a t e . " I o n c e ( says B u f f o n ) sus­

p e n d e d o n a t r e e , a t t h e h e i g h t o f n i n e f e e t , s o m e 

m e a t , b r e a d , a n d b o n e s . T h e F o x e s h a d b e e n a t 

s e v e r e e x e r c i s e d u r i n g t h e n i g h t ; f o r , n e x t m o r n ­

i n g , t h e e a r t h a l l a r o u n d w a s b e a t e n , b y t h e i r 

j u m p i n g , as s m o o t h as a b a m f l o o r . " 

T h e F o x a t t e m p t s h i s p r e y b y c u n n i n g r a t h e r 



3 1 8 F O X . 

t h a n b y f o r c e : h i s s c e n t is e x q u i s i t e , so t h a t h e 

c a n p e r c e i v e e i t h e r h i s p r e y o r h i s e n e m i e s a t t h e 

d i s t a n c e o f 2 o r 3 0 0 p a c e s : h e has t h e h a b i t o f 

k i l l i n g m o r e t h a n h e eats , a n d h i d i n g t h e r e m a i n ­

d e r u n d e r grass , t h e r o o t s o f t rees , & c . H i s 

v o i c e is a s h a r p , q u i c k y e l l , o f t e n e n d i n g i n a 

h i g h e r , s t r o n g e r , a n d s c r e a m i n g k i n d o f n o t e , 

n o t u n l i k e t h a t o f t h e P e a c o c k . 

T h e s m e l l o f t h e F o x is p r o v e r b i a l l y o f f e n s i v e . 

T h i s s m e l l , as i n m a n y o t h e r q u a d r u p e d s , p r o ­

ceeds , p e r h a p s , f r o m c e r t a i n g l a n d s s i t u a t e d n e a r 

t h e base o f t h e t a i l ; b u t t h e r e is a n o b s e r v a t i o n i n 

t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e o f L i n n a e u s , w h i c h a t first 

appea r s i n t h e h i g h e s t d e g r e e p a r a d o x i c a l , v i z . 

t h a t t h e F o x d i f f u s e s a n a m b r o s i a l o d o r f r o m t h e 

u p p e r p a r t o f t h e base o f t h e t a i l . ( A m b r o s i a c o 

fragrat odore supra caudoz basin.) T h i s obse rva ­

t i o n is a lso m a d e b y M r . S c h r e b e r i n h i s H i s t o r y 

o f Q u a d r u p e d s . " T h e s m e l l ( says h e ) o f t h e 

F o x is s t r o n g a n d u n p l e a s a n t , b u t o n t h e t a i l is a 

s p o t f r o m w h i c h p r o c e e d s a v i o l a c e o u s s c e n t . " 

T h i s s t r a n g e p a r t i c u l a r i t y seems t o h a v e b e e n first 

p u b l i s h e d b y D o e b e l i n h i s w o r k o n h u n t i n g . 

T h e o f f e n s i v e o r g e n e r a l s m e l l o f t h e F o x is sup­

p o s e d e x a c t l y t o r e s e m b l e t h a t o f t h e r o o t o f 

c r o w n - i m p e r i a l ( F r i t i l l a r i a I m p e r i a l i s L i n . ) T h i s 

is m e n t i o n e d b y D r . G r e w i n h i s A n a t o m y o f V e ­

g e t a b l e s , w h e r e h e assures us , t h a t t h e r o o t o f t h i s 

p l a n t , " b e i n g r u b b e d a l i t t l e , s m e l l s as l i k e a 

F o x , as o n e F o x s m e l l e t h l i k e a n o t h e r . " 

T h e F o x p r o d u c e s five o r s i x y o u n g a t a t i m e ; 

a n d i f t h e y a re d i s c o v e r e d o r d i s t u r b e d , t h e f e -
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m a l e w i l l c a r r y t h e m i n h e r m o u t h , o n e a t a t i m e , 

t o s o m e m o r e s e c r e t r e t r e a t ; i n t h i s r e s p e c t i m i ­

t a t i n g t h e c o n d u c t o f t h e C a t a n d D o g , w h i c h 

a r e k n o w n t o d o t h e s a m e . 

T h e F o x s eems t o b e a n e x t r e m e l y c o m m o n 

a n i m a l i n t h e H o l y L a n d . I t m a y b e d o u b t e d , 

h o w e v e r , a c c o r d i n g t o M r . P e n n a n t , w h e t h e r t h e 

c e l e b r a t e d d e v i c e o f S a m p s o n f o r d e s t r o y i n g t h e 

c o r n o f t h e P h i l i s t i n e s w a s p r a c t i s e d w i t h t h e s e 

a n i m a l s o r w i t h J a c k a l s , w h i c h l a t t e r b e i n g m u c h 

m o r e e a s i l y a t t a i n a b l e i n t h e n u m b e r s p e c i f i e d , 

w o u l d h a v e b e e n t h e spec ies m o s t p r o b a b l y r e ­

s o r t e d t o o n t h a t o c c a s i o n . 

T h e s k i n o f t h e F o x m a k e s a w a r m a n d s o f t 

f u r , a n d is , t h e r e f o r e , u s e d f o r m u f f s , l i n i n g s , & c . 

A t L a u s a n n e ( s a y s M r . P e n n a n t ) a r e f u r r i e r s w h o 

a r e i n posses s ion o f b e t w e e n t w o a n d t h r e e t h o u ­

s a n d F o x s k i n s a l l t a k e n i n o n e w i n t e r . 

T h e t h r e e v a r i e t i e s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h i s a u t h o r , 

w h i c h o c c u r i n G r e a t B r i t a i n , a r e t h e Greyhound 

Fox, c a l l e d i n W a l e s Milgi, w h i c h is t h e l a r g e s t , 

t a l l e s t , a n d b o l d e s t , a n d w i l l a t t a c k a g r o w n 

s h e e p : s e c o n d l y , the M a s t i f f Fox, w h i c h is less, 

b u t m o r e s t r o n g l y b u i l t : a n d , l a s t l y , t h e Cur Fox 

o r Corgi, w h i c h is t h e k i n d b e f o r e m e n t i o n e d , 

w i t h a b l a c k t i p t o t h e t a i l . T h i s l a s t is p r o b a b l y 

t h e C a n i s A l o p e x o f L i n n a e u s 
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Far. f 

CROSS FOX. 

This is described by Gesner in the appendix to 

h i s H i s t o r y o f V i v i p a r o u s Q u a d r u p e d s . I n t h i s 

v a r i e t y a b l a c k l i n e o r s t r o k e e x t e n d s f r o m t h e 

nose . a l o n g t h e h e a d a n d w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e 

b a c k a n d t a i l , a n d is c r o s s e d b y a n o t h e r b a n d o f 

t h e s ame c o l o u r o v e r t h e s h o u l d e r s , a n d a l o n g t h e 

o u t s i d e o f t h e f o r e l e g s , t o t h e f e e t . I t s t h r o a t is 

o f a b l a c k i s h t i n g e . I t is a n a t i v e , a c c o r d i n g t o 

G e s n e r , o f t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t s o f E u r o p e , b u t is 

n o t f o u n d i n G e r m a n y . H e d e s c r i b e d i t f r o m a 

s k i n . O l a u s M a g n u s a f f i r m s , t h a t t h e s k i n o f 

these c r o s s e d F o x e s sells a t a g r e a t p r i c e , a n d is 

c o n s i d e r e d as a v a l u a b l e f u r . — F i d . Aldr. dig. 

p. 2 2 2 . 

A c c o r d i n g t o M r . P e n n a n t , i t is a n a t i v e n o t 

o n l y o f t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t s o f E u r o p e , b u t o f A s i a 

a n d N o r t h A m e r i c a . G r e a t n u m b e r o f t h e sk ins 

a re i m p o r t e d f r o m C a n a d a , a n d a re m u c h es teemed 

f o r t h e i r t h i c k a n d s o f t f u r : t h e b e l l v is b l a c k : 

a n d t h e s k i n v a r i e s , as t o ca s t o f c o l o u r , i n d i f f e r ­

e n t s p e c i m e n s , b u t i n a l l is t h e b l a c k n e s s . 

Far. ? 

BLACK FOX. 

This variety occurs in the northern parts of 

E u r o p e , A s i a , a n d A m e r i c a . T h e A s i a t i c ones , 
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h o w e v e r , a r e l a r g e r a n d b l a c k e r t h a n t h e o t h e r s , 

a n d a f f o r d a r i c h e r a n d m o r e v a l u a b l e f u r t h a n 

t h a t o f a l m o s t a n y o t h e r q u a d r u p e d s . I n A m e ­

r i c a t h i s a n i m a l is p r i n c i p a l l y f o u n d i n C a n a d a . 

I n K a m t s c h a t k a i t is i n i t s g r e a t e s t p e r f e c t i o n ; 

b u t t h e c r e a t u r e is o f so s u b t l e a n d w i l d a n a t u r e 

as t o b e v e r y r a r e l y o b t a i n a b l e . A s i n g l e s k i n 

has b e e n v a l u e d a t 4 0 0 r u b l e s . T h e A m e r i c a n 

b l a c k F o x e s a r e o f t e n o f a m i x e d c o l o u r , b e i n o ; 

d a s h e d w i t h a c i n e r e o u s ca s t o n t h e f a c e , s ides , 

& c . 

B R A N T F O X . 

Canis Alopex. C. cauda recta; apice nigro. Lin. Syst. Nat. 
Gmel. p. 74. 

W i t h strait tai l , black at the t i p . 

THIS is less than the common Fox, and has a 

t h i c k e r a n d d u s k e r f u r , t h o u g h s o m e t i m e s , o n 

t h e c o n t r a r y , i t is m u c h b r i g h t e r a n d r e d d e r t h a n 

t h a t spec ies , as m e n t i o n e d b y L i n n a e u s i n h i s 

F a u n a S u e c i c a : t h e t a i l is t i p p e d w i t h b l a c k . A 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n B r a n t F o x , d e s c r i b e d b y M r . P e n ­

n a n t , w a s s c a r c e l y h a l f t h e size o f t h e c o m m o n 

F o x . I t h a d t h e n o s e b l a c k , m u c h s h a r p e r t h a n 

i n t h a t a n i m a l ; t h e space r o u n d t h e eyes f e r r u ­

g i n o u s ; t h e f o r e h e a d a n d a l l t h e u p p e r p a r t s o f 

t h e b o d y b l a c k m i x e d w i t h r e d , a s h - c o l o u r , a n d 

b l a c k : t h e a s h - c o l o u r p r e d o m i n a t e d , w h i c h g a v e 

i t a h o a r y l o o k : t h e b e l l y y e l k v w i s h ; t h e t a i l b l a c k 

a b o v e , r e d b e n e a t h , a n d a s h - c o l o u r e d o n t h e s ides. 



CORSAC F O X . 

I n h i s A r c t i c Z o o l o g y , M r . P e n n a n t observes , t h a t 

t h e B r i t i s h v a r i e t y o f t h e F o x w i t h a b l a c k t i p o n 

t h e t a i l seems u n k n o w n i n A m e r i c a . M r . P e n -

n a n t s American Brant Fox m u s t b e , t h e r e f o r e , e i ­

t h e r a v a r i e t y o f t h e o t h e r , o r a d i s t i n c t species. 

CORSAC F O X . 

Canis Corsac. C. cauda recta fulva, bast apiceque digra. Lin. 
Syst. Nat. Gmel. p: 74. 

W i t h strait fulvous tai l , wi th the base and tip white. 
Korsaki. Pall. neue. nurd. Beytr. 1. 29. 

THE colour of this species is, in summer, a 

c l e a r y e l l o w - f e r r u g i n o u s ; i n w i n t e r m i x e d o r 

s h a d e d w i t h g r e y , d e e p e r o n t h e b a c k , w h i t e o n 

t h e b e l l y , a n d r e d d i s h o n t h e f e e t : t h e eyes are 

s u r r o u n d e d w i t h a b o r d e r o f w h i t e ; a n d a b r o w n ­

i s h s t r i p e r u n s f r o m t h e m d o w n t h e n o s e : t h e 

ea rs a r e o f t h e s a m e c o l o u r w i t h t h e b a c k , as is 

l i k e w i s e t h e t a i l , b u t t h e base a n d t i p a r e b l a c k ­

i s h : t h e ears a r e s h o r t : t h e t a i l a l m o s t as l o n g as 

t h e b o d y : t h e s ize o f t h i s a n i m a l is less t h a n t h a t 

o f t h e c o m m o n F o x . I t is a n i n h a b i t a n t o f t h e 

h i l l y p a r t s b e t w e e n J a i k a n d I r t i s c h , w h e r e i t r e ­

sides i n i t s d e n u n d e r g r o u n d , a n d c o m m i t s g r e a t 

r a v a g e s a m o n g t h e g a m e . I t is h u n t e d b y t h e 

i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h o s e r e g i o n s w i t h F a l c o n s a n d 

D o g s , a n d i t is s a i d t h a t n o t less t h a n f o r t y o r fifty 

t h o u s a n d a r e a n n u a l l y t a k e n . T h e s e a r e s o l d t o 

t h e R u s s i a n s f o r a b o u t f o r t y kopeiks ( a b o u t t w e n t y 

p e n c e ) e a c h : a v a s t n u m b e r o f t h e s k i n s a r e s a i d t o 
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b e s e n t i n t o T u r k e y . T h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , a c ­

c o r d i n g t o M r . P e n n a n t , c o n f o u n d s t h i s species 

w i t h t h e I s a t i s o r A r c t i c F o x . 

K A R A G A N F O X . 

Canis Karagan. C. cauda recta, corpore griseo, auriculis nigris. 
Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 74. 

W i t h strait ta i l , grey body, and black ears. 

THIS is a small species, which, according to 

D r . P a l l a s , i s v e r y c o m m o n i n a l m o s t a l l p a r t s o f 

t h e K i r g h i s i o n d e s e r t s , a n d G r e a t T a r t a r y . I t s g e ­

n e r a l c o l o u r is a w o l f - g r e y ; t h e h e a d y e l l o w i s h , a n d 

a b o v e t h e eyes r e d d i s h : t h e ears a r e b l a c k o n t h e 

o u t s i d e , a n d w h i t e w i t h i n , w i t h t h e e d g e a n d base 

r e d ; a n d n e a r t h e base is a w h i t e s p o t : b e t w e e n 

t h e s h o u l d e r s is a d a r k s p o t , f r o m w h i c h , a l o n g 

t h e b a c k t o t h e t a i l , r u n s a r e d d i s h o r y e l l o w i s h 

s t r e a k : t h e t h r o a t a n d b r e a s t a r e o f a d e e p o r 

b l a c k i s h g r e y , t h e b e l l y w h i t e . T h e a b o v e d e ­

s c r i p t i o n is f r o m D r . P a l l a s , as c o m m u n i c a t e d t o 

M r . P e n n a n t . 
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F U L V O U S - N E C K E D FOX. 

Canis cinereo-argenteus. C. cauda recta, corpore cinereo, collo 
lateribusfulvo. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 74. 

Ash-grey, with strait tail , and the sides of the neck fulvous. 
Der Grisfuchs. Sckreb. saeugtlup. 360. r. 92. 

THIS FOX, according to Mr. Schreber, inhabits 

N o r t h A m e r i c a , a n d t h e s k i n s a re o f t e n sen t ove r 

t o E u r o p e . T h e c r o w n o f t h e h e a d , n e c k , a n d 

b a c k , a r e g r e y , m i x e d w i t h b l a c k a n d w h i t e : t h e 

f i n e r h a i r s b e i n g w h i t e - g r e y , t h e coa r se r v a r i e d 

w i t h b l a c k a n d w h i t e l i k e a p o r c u p i n e ' s q u i l l : t h e 

ears a r e e x t e r n a l l y y e l l o w - b r o w n , t o w a r d s t h e 

t i p s m i n g l e d w i t h b l a c k : a b o u t t h e ears a n d o n 

t h e s ides o f t h e n e c k t h e r e is a f o x - y e l l o w p a t c h : 

t h e t h r o a t , b r eas t , a n d b e l l y , a r e w h i t e : t h e legs 

e x t e r n a l l y y e l l o w - b r o w n : o n t h e f o r e l egs r u n s , 

f r o m a b o v e i n w a r d s , a v e r y s m a l l b l a c k a n d w h i t e 

m i x e d s t r i p e , w h i c h t e r m i n a t e s b e l o w i n a b r o a d e r 

b l a c k o n e : o n t h e h i n d e r l egs a w h i t e s t r i p e r u n s 

i n w a r d s , a n d u n d e r n e a t h j o i n s w i t h a b l a c k i s h 

o n e : t h e t a i l is b r o w n , m i x e d w i t h a l i t t l e y e l l o w ­

i s h . I n size t h i s species is i n f e r i o r t o t h e c o m m o n 

F o x . I t is d e s c r i b e d b y S c h r e b e r , w h o seems i n 

s o m e d o u b t w h e t h e r i t m a y n o t b e a v a r i e t y o f t h e 

C a n i s V i r g i n i a n u s ( G r e y F o x o f C a t e s b y ) . 
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V I R G I N I A N F O X . 

Canis Virginianus. C. cauda recta, corpore ex cinerco albicante. 

Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 74. 
Whitish-grey, w i th strait t a i l . 
Grey Fox. Catesby's Carolina. 2. p. 78. pi 78. 
Grey Fox. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 259. 

THE Virginian Fox seems to have been first de­

s c r i b e d b y C a t e s b y . I t r e s e m b l e s t h e c o m m o n 

F o x i n s h a p e : h a s a s h a r p n o s e , l o n g , s h a r p , u p ­

r i g h t ea rs , l o n g l e g s , a n d a b u s h y t a i l : i t s c o l o u r 

i s a w h i t i s h - g r e y , w i t h a c a s t o f r e d a b o u t t h e 

ears . I t i n h a b i t s t h e w a r m e r p a r t s o f N o r t h 

A m e r i c a , p a r t i c u l a r l y C a r o l i n a a n d V i r g i n i a . I t 

is s a i d n e v e r t o b u r r o w u n d e r g r o u n d l i k e t h e 

c o m m o n F o x , b u t t o i n h a b i t h o l l o w t r e e s : i t i s 

d e s t i t u t e o f t h e s t r o n g s m e l l o f t h e c o m m o n F o x ; 

is e a s i l y t a m e d , a n d is s a i d t o p r e y c h i e f l y o n 

p o u l t r y , b i r d s , & c . 

S I L V E R Y F O X . 

Canis Argentatus. C.fuscus, pilis longioribus argenteo-albis. 
Dog of a deep brown-colour, wi th the longer hairs of a sdvery 

white. 
Silvery Dog . Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 260. 
Le Renard argente. Charlevoix Nouv. Franc, up. 196. 

IN form this resembles the common Fox. It 

is o f a d e e p b r o w n - c o l o u r , w i t h t h e l o n g e r o r e x ­

t e r i o r h a i r s o f a s i l v e r y w h i t e , g i v i n g a h i g h l y 
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e l e g a n t a p p e a r a n c e t o t h e a n i m a l . I t is a n i n h a b i t ­

a n t o f t h e f o r e s t s o f L o u i s i a n a , a n d p r e y s o n g a m e . 

A R C T I C F O X . 

Canis Lagopus. C. cauda recta, palmis plantisque pilosissimus. 
Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 75* 

W i t h strait tail, thick furred feet. 
Isatis. B u f f . 13.p. 272. 
Canis hyeme albus, aestate ex cinereo caerulescens. Bra . 

Quadr. p. 174. 
Valpes Caerulescens. Lin. Faun. Suec. 14. 
Arctic Fox. Pennant Quadr. l.p. 255. 

THIS species is inferior in size to the common 

F o x : i t s c o l o u r is a b l u e i s h - g r e y , w h i c h some­

t i m e s c h a n g e s t o p e r f e c t w h i t e : w h e n y o u n g i t is 

s a i d t o b e o f a d u s k y c o l o u r : t h e h a i r is e x t r e m e l y 

t h i c k , l o n g , a n d s o f t : t h e nose is s h a r p ; t h e ears 

a l m o s t h i d i n t h e f u r , a n d a r e s h o r t a n d r o u n d e d : 

t h e l e g s a re s h o r t , a n d t h e toes a r e c o v e r e d b o t h 

a b o v e a n d b e l o w w i t h a v e r y t h i c k s o f t f u r : t h e 

t a i l is s h o r t e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e c o m m o n F o x , b u t 

m o r e b u s h y . " T h e s e a n i m a l s ( says M r . P e n ­

n a n t ) a r e f o u n d o n l y i n t h e A r c t i c r e g i o n s , a 

f e w deg ree s w i t h i n a n d w i t h o u t t h e p o l a r c i r c l e . 

T h e y i n h a b i t S p i t s b e r g e n , G r e e n l a n d , a n d I c e ­

l a n d : a re o n l y m i g r a t o r y i n H u d s o n ' s B a y , o n c e 

i n f o u r o r five y e a r s : a r e f o u n d a g a i n i n B e r i n g ' s 

a n d C o p p e r I s l e , n e x t t o i t , b u t n o n e b e y o n d : i n 

K a m t s c h a t k a , a n d a l l t h e c o u n t r i e s b o r d e r i n g o n 

t h e f r o z e n sea, w h i c h seems t h e i r g r e a t r e s i d e n c e : 

c o m p r e h e n d i n g a w o o d l e s s t r a c k o f h e a t h l a n d , 
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g e n e r a l l y f r o m 7 0 t o 65 d e g r e e s l a t i t u d e . T h e y 

a b o u n d i n N o v a Z e m b l a : a r e f o u n d i n C h e r r y 

i s l a n d , m i d w a y b e t w e e n F i n m a r k a n d S p i t z b e r g e n ; 

t o w h i c h t h e y m u s t h a v e b e e n b r o u g h t o n i s l a n d s 

o f i c e ; f o r i t l i e s a b o v e f o u r d e g r e e s n o r t h o f 

t h e f i r s t , a n d t h r e e s o u t h o f t h e l a s t : a n d , l a s t l y , 

i n t h e b a r e m o u n t a i n s b e t w e e n L a p l a n d a n d N o r ­

w a y . 

" T h e y a r e t h e h a r d i e s t o f a n i m a l s , a n d e v e n i n 

S p i t z b e r g e n a n d N o v a Z e m b l a p r o w l f o r p r e y d u r ­

i n g t h e s e v e r i t y o f w i n t e r . T h e y l i v e o n t h e y o u n g 

w i l d geese , a n d a l l k i n d s o f w a t e r - f o w l ; o n t h e i r 

e g g s ; o n h a r e s o r a n y lesser a n i m a l s ; a n d i n 

G r e e n l a n d ( t h r o u g h n e c e s s i t y ) o n b e r r i e s , s h e l l ­

f i s h , o r w h a t s o e v e r t h e sea t h r o w s u p . B u t i n 

t h e n o r t h o f A s i a , a n d i n L a p l a n d , t h e i r p r i n c i ­

p a l f o o d is t h e L e m i n g ( a spec ies o f m o u s e ) . T h e 

A r c t i c F o x e s o f t h o s e r e g i o n s a r e as m i g r a t o r y 

as t h o s e l i t t l e a n i m a l s ; a n d w h e n t h e l a s t m a k e 

t h e i r g r e a t m i g r a t i o n s , t h e f o r m e r p u r s u e t h e m i n 

v a s t t r o o p s . B u t s u c h r e m o v a l s a r e n o t o n l y u n ­

c e r t a i n , b u t l o n g : d e p e n d e n t o n t h o s e o f t h e 

L e m i n g . T h e F o x e s w i l l , a t t i m e s , d e s e r t t h e i r 

n a t i v e c o u n t r i e s f o r t h r e e o r f o u r y e a r s , p r o b a b l y 

as l o n g as t h e y c a n f i n d a n y p r e y . T h e p e o p l e 

o f J e n i s e a i m a g i n e t h a t t h e w a n d e r e r s f r o m t h e i r 

p a r t s g o t o t h e b a n k s o f t h e O b y . T h o s e f o u n d 

o n B e r i n g ' s a n d C o p p e r isles w e r e p r o b a b l y 

b r o u g h t f r o m t h e A s i a t i c s i d e o n f l o a t i n g i c e : 

S t e l l e r h a v i n g seen i n t h e r e m o t e r i s l a n d s o n l y 

t h e b l a c k a n d b r o w n F o x e s : a n d t h e s a m e o n l y 

o n t h e c o n t i n e n t o f A m e r i c a . T h e y b u r r o w i n 
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t h e e a r t h , a n d f o r m h o l e s m a n y f e e t i n l e n g t h ; 

s t r e w i n g t h e b o t t o m w i t h moss . B u t i n Spi tz­

b e r g e n a n d G r e e n l a n d , w h e r e t h e g r o u n d is eter­

n a l l y f r o z e n , t h e y l i v e i n t h e c l i f f s o f r o c k s : t w o 

o r t h r e e i n h a b i t t h e s a m e h o l e . T h e y s w i m w e l l , 

a n d o f t e n cross f r o m i s l a n d t o i s l a n d i n sea rch o f 

p r e y . T h e y b a r k l i k e D o g s ; f o r w h i c h reason 

t h e R u s s i a n s c a l l t h e m P e f z t i . T h e y are t a m e 

a n d i n o f f e n s i v e a n i m a l s ; a n d so s i m p l e , t h a t t he re 

a r e i n s t a n c e s o f t h e i r s t a n d i n g b y w h e n t h e t r a p 

was b a i t i n g , a n d i n s t a n t l y a f t e r p u t t i n g t h e i r 

h eads i n t o i t . T h e v a r e k i l l e d f o r t h e sake o f 

t h e i r s k i n s , b o t h i n A s i a a n d H u d s o n ' s B a y : t h e 

f u r is l i g h t a n d w a r m , b u t n o t d u r a b l e : M r . G r a ­

h a m i n f o r m e d m e , t h a t t h e y h a v e a p p e a r e d i n 

s u c h n u m b e r s a b o u t t h e f o r t , t h a t h e has t a k e n , 

i n d i f f e r e n t w a y s , f o u r h u n d r e d f r o m D e c e m ­

b e r t o M a r c h . H e l i k e w i s e a s su red m e , t h a t t h e 

t i p s o f t h e i r t a i l s a re a l w a y s b l a c k ; t h o s e o f t h e 

c o m m o n F o x e s a r e a l w a y s w h i t e : a n d t h a t he 

n e v e r c o u l d t r a c e t h e b r e e d i n g p l aces o f t h e f o r ­

m e r . " 

" T h e G r e e n l a n d e r s t a k e t h e m e i t h e r i n p i t ­

f a l l s d u g i n t h e s n o w , a n d b a i t e d w i t h t h e C a p e l i n 

f i s h , o r i n s p r i n g s m a d e w i t h w h a l e b o n e l a i d o v e r 

a h o l e m a d e i n t h e s n o w , s t r e w e d o v e r a t b o t t o m 

w i t h t h e s a m e k i n d o f f i s h ; o r i n t r a p s m a d e l i k e 

l i t t l e h u t s , w i t h f l a t s tones , w i t h a b r o a d o n e b y 

w a y o f d o o r , w h i c h f a l l s d o w n ( b y m e a n s o f a 

s t r i n g b a i t e d o n t h e i n s i d e w i t h a p i e c e o f f l e s h ) 

w h e n e v e r t h e F o x e n t e r s a n d p u l l s a t i t . T h e 

G r e e n l a n d e r s p r e s e r v e t h e s k i n f o r t r a f f i c ; a n d , i n 
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cases o f n e c e s s i t y , e a t t h e flesh. T h e y a l so m a k e 

b u t t o n s o f t h e s k i n s : a n d s p l i t t h e t e n d o n s , a n d 

m a k e use o f t h e m i n s t e a d o f t h r e a d . T h e b l u e 

f u r s a r e m u c h m o r e e s t e e m e d t h a n t h e w h i t e . " 

T h e a b o v e a m p l e a n d e x c e l l e n t a c c o u n t is f r o m 

M r . P e n n a n t ' s A r c t i c Z o o l o g y . M r . P e n n a n t 

t h i n k s i t p r o b a b l e t h a t t h e F o x d e s c r i b e d b y 

M o l i n a , w h o o b s e r v e d i t i n C h i l i , was o f t h i s 

species , v i z . 

Par. ? 

CHILI FOX. 

Canis Culpaeus. C. cauda recta ehngata, apice concolore Icevi. 
Molina Hist. Nat. Chil. $.p. 259. 

Dog with strait elongated tail , w i th tip of a similar colour. 

THIS is supposed to be a variety of the Antarc­

t i c F o x . I t s l e n g t h f r o m n o s e t o t a i l is t w o f e e t 

a n d a h a l f : i t s c o l o u r a d e e p b r o w n : t h e t a i l is 

c o v e r e d w i t h s h o r t h a i r l i k e t h a t o f a d o m e s t i c 

d o a : : i t s v o i c e is f e e b l e , b u t has s o m e r e s e m b l a n c e 

t o a b a r k . I t i n h a b i t s t h e o p e n c o u n t r i e s o f 

C h i l i , i n w h i c h i t f o r m s i t s b u r r o w s . T h e C h i l i a n s 

c a l l i t C u l p e u , f r o m C u l p e m , s i g n i f y i n g f o l l y ; i t 

b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d as a s i l l y a n i m a l . 

v . 1. p . 11 . 0 0 
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S U R I N A M DOG. 

Canis Thous. C. cauda deflexa Icevi, corpore subgriseo, subtus 
albo. Lin. Syst. Nat. 

Greyish Dog, white beneath, with deflected tail . 
Surinam Dog. Pennant Quadr. r . p. 26'/. 

THIS species is said by Linnaeus to inhabit Su­

r i n a m . I t seems t o h a v e b e e n u n k n o w n t o o t h e r 

n a t u r a l i s t s . T h e v e r y s h o r t d e s c r i p t i o n g i v e n b y 

L i n n a e u s s ta tes o n l y t h a t t h e b o d y is g r e y , en ­

t i r e l y w h i t e b e n e a t h ; t h a t i t is o f t h e size o f a 

l a r g e C a t , a n d has u p r i g h t ears o f t h e same co­

l o u r w i t h t h e b o d v ; a v e r r u c a o r w a r t above t h e 

eyes, o n e a c h c h e e k , a n d b e n e a t h t h e t h r o a t ; a n d 

t h a t t h e t o n g u e is c i l i a t e d a t t h e edges . 

B E N G A L F O X . 

Canis Bengalensis. C. subfuscus fascia faciei Umgitudinali nigra, 
orbitis athis, pedibus fulvis, cauda apice nigra. 

Dog of a light brown-colour, wi th a longitudinal black stripe 
down the face, white orbits, fulvous legs, and tail tipped with 
black. 

Bengal Dog. Pennant Quadr. x.p. 260. 

THIS species inhabits Bengal. It is scarcely 

h a l f t h e size o f t h e E u r o p e a n F o x . T h e f a c e is 

c i n e r e o u s ; t h e b o d y p a l e - b r o w n ; t h e l egs f u l v o u s ; 

t h e t a i l t i p p e d w i t h b l a c k , a n d d o w n t h e m i d d l e 

o f t h e f a c e r u n s a b l a c k s t r i p e . T h e spaces r o u n d 

t h e eyes a n d t h e m i d d l e o f t h e j a w s a r e w h i t e . I t 

is s a i d t o f e e d c h i e f l y o n r o o t s a n d b e r r i e s . 
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SOOTY F O X . 

Canis Fuliginosus. C. cauda recta, corporefuliginoso. 
Fuliginous D . wi th strait tail . 
Sooty Fox. Pennant Quadr. i . p. 257. 

THIS in size and habit resembles the Arctic 

F o x , b u t is a d i s t i n c t spec ies . I t is s a i d t o b e n u ­

m e r o u s i n I c e l a n d , a n d is m e n t i o n e d o n l y b y M r . 

P e n n a n t . 

A N T A R C T I C F O X . 

Canis Antarcticus. C. cinereo-fuscus villosus cauda apice alba. 
Cinereous-brown villous Fox, wi th the tail tipped with white. 
Antarctic Fox. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 257. 

THIS, according to Mr. Pennant, is about a 

t h i r d p a r t s u p e r i o r i n s ize t o t h e A r c t i c F o x , a n d 

has p r e t t y m u c h t h e h a b i t o f a W o l f i n i t s ears , 

t a i l , a n d s t r e n g t h o f l i m b s . T h e F r e n c h , t h e r e ­

f o r e , c a l l i t L o u p - R e n a r d , o r W o l f - F o x . T h e 

h e a d a n d b o d y a r e c i n e r e o u s b r o w n ; t h e h a i r 

m o r e w o o l l y t h a n t h a t o f t h e c o m m o n F o x ; t h e 

ea rs s h o r t a n d p o i n t e d ; t h e i r i n s i d e s l i n e d w i t h 

w h i t e h a i r s : t h e l egs a r e d a s h e d w i t h r u s t - c o l o u r ; 

t h e t a i l d u s k y , m o r e b u s h y , a n d s h o r t e r t h a n t h a t 

o f t h e c o m m o n F o x , a n d t i p p e d w i t h w h i t e . I t 

i s a n a t i v e o f t h e F a l k l a n d isles, a n d is s a i d t o b e 

a l m o s t t h e o n l y l a n d q u a d r u p e d o f t h o s e d i s t a n t 

s p o t s . I t r e s ides n e a r t h e s h o r e s ; k e n n e l s l i k e a 

F o x , a n d f o r m s r e g u l a r p a t h s f r o m b a y t o b a y , 
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p r o b a b l y f o r t h e c o n v e n i e n c e o f s u r p r i s i n g w a t e r ­

f o w l , o n w h i c h i t p r i n c i p a l l y l i v e s . I t is a t a m e , 

f e t i d a n i m a l , a n d b a r k s i n t h e m a n n e r o f a D o g . 

F E N N E C . 

Canis? Zerda. C. albida, cauda recta, auribus amplissimis erectis 
intus roseis. 

Whitish Dog ? with strait tail , and very large upright ears, in­
ternally rose-coloured. 

Canis Cerdo. C. cauda recta, corpore pallido, auriculis roseis 
erectis pradongis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 75. 

The Fennec. Bruce trav. vol. 5. p. 128. 
Animal Anonyme. B u f f , suppl. 3. p. 148. pL 19. 
Zerda. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 267. 

THE Fennec or Zerda is a beautiful African and 

A s i a t i c a n i m a l , a n d is p r i n c i p a l l y f o u n d i n A r a b i a . 

I t s g e n e r a l l e n g t h is a b o u t t e n i n c h e s , a n d i t s c o ­

l o u r y e l l o w i s h - w h i t e . T h e ears , w h i c h are u n ­

c o m m o n l y l a r g e , a r e i n t e r n a l l y o f a b r i g h t rose-

c o l o u r , e d g e d w i t h a b r o a d m a r g i n o f w h i t e h a i r , 

a n d t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l is b l a c k . A n o r i g i n a l 

d r a w i n g o f t h e F e n n e c , i n t h e possession o f M r . 

B r u c e , was b y h i m c o m m u n i c a t e d t o t h e C o u n t de 

B u f f o n , a n d was i n s e r t e d i n t h e s u p p l e m e n t a l p a r t 

o f t h e N a t u r a l H i s t o r y o f t h a t c e l e b r a t e d a u t h o r . I t 

seems s i n g u l a r t h a t a n a n i m a l w h i c h is s a i d t o be 

b y n o m e a n s u n c o m m o n i n m a n y p a r t s o f t h e E a s t , 

s h o u l d be s t i l l u n k n o w n i n E u r o p e a n M u s e u m s . 

W i t h r e s p e c t t o i t s r e a l n a t u r e , a n d p r o p e r s i t u a ­

t i o n i n s y s t e m a t i c a r r a n g e m e n t , p e r h a p s n o t r u e d e ­

t e r m i n a t i o n c a n y e t b e m a d e . O n t h i s s u b j e c t M r . 
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B r u c e a n d M r . P e n n a n t d i s a g r e e i n t h e i r o p i n i o n s . 

M r . P e n n a n t r a n k s i t u n d e r t h e g e n u s C a n i s , a n d 

c a l l s i t Zerda, o r " D o g w i t h a p o i n t e d v i s a g e ; 

l o n g w h i s k e r s ; l a r g e b r i g h t b l a c k e y e s ; v e r y l a r g e 

ears o f a b r i g h t r o s e - c o l o u r , i n t e r n a l l y l i n e d w i t h 

l o n g h a i r s : t h e o r i f i c e so s m a l l as n o t t o be v i s i ­

b l e ; p r o b a b l y c o v e r e d w i t h a v a l v e o r m e m b r a n e : 

l egs a n d f e e t l i k e t h o s e o f a d o g : t a i l t a p e r : c o ­

l o u r b e t w e e n a s t r a w a n d a p a l e b r o w n : l e n g t h 

f r o m nose t o t a i l t e n i n c h e s : ears t h r e e a n d a 

h a l f : t a i l s i x : h e i g h t n o t five." I t i n h a b i t s ( s ays 

M r . P e n n a n t ) t h e v a s t de se r t s o f Saara , w h i c h 

e x t e n d b e y o n d M o u n t A t l a s , a n d is c a l l e d b y t h e 

M o o r s Zerda: b u r r o w s i n s a n d y g r o u n d , w h i c h 

shews t h e use o f v a l v e s t o t h e ears . I t is so e x ­

c e e d i n g l y s w i f t t h a t i t is v e r y r a r e l y t a k e n a l i v e : 

f e e d s o n i n s e c t s , e s p e c i a l l y l o c u s t s : s i t s o n i t s 

r u m p : is v e r y v i g i l a n t , a n d b a r k s l i k e a D o g , b u t 

m u c h s h r i l l e r . D r . S p a r m a n n suspec t s t h a t h e 

s a w i t d u r i n g h i s t r a v e l s i n C a f f r a r i a . M r . B r u c e , 

i n t h e fifth o r s u p p l e m e n t a l v o l u m e o f h i s t r a v e l s , 

assures us t h a t t h e t r u e n a m e o f t h e a n i m a l is n o t 

Zerda b u t Fennec, a n d t h i s l a t t e r n a m e , h e c o n ­

c e i v e s , m a y h a v e b e e n d e r i v e d f r o m p o w £ , a p a l m , 

t h e p r i n c i p a l r e s i d e n c e o f t h e c r e a t u r e b e i n g o n 

t h e t o p s o f p a l m - t r e e s . M r . B r u c e , a t d i f f e r e n t 

p e r i o d s , k e p t t w o o r t h r e e s p e c i m e n s o f t h e F e n ­

n e c , a n d t h e f o l l o w i n g is h i s a c c o u n t o f t h e a n i ­

m a l ' s m a n n e r s a n d a p p e a r a n c e . 

" T h o u g h h i s f a v o u r i t e f o o d s e e m e d t o b e 

da t e s , o r a n y s w e e t f r u i t , y e t I o b s e r v e d h e was 

v e r y f o n d o f e g g s , a n d s m a l l b i r d ' s e g g s w e r e first 
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b r o u g h t h i m , w h i c h h e d e v o u r e d w i t h g r e a t a v i ­

d i t y ; b u t h e d i d n o t seem t o k n o w h o w t o m a ­

n a g e t h a t o f a h e n , b u t w h e n b r o k e f o r h i m 

h e a t e i t w i t h t h e s ame a v i d i t y as t h e o the r s . 

W h e n h e was h u n g r y , h e w o u l d ea t b r e a d , espe­

c i a l l y w i t h h o n e y o r s u g a r . I t was v e r y obse rv ­

ab le , t h a t a b i r d , w h e t h e r c o n f i n e d i n a c age n e a r 

h i m , o r f l y i n g across t h e r o o m , engrossed h i s 

w h o l e a t t e n t i o n . H e f o l l o w e d i t w i t h h i s eyes 

w h e r e v e r i t w e n t , n o r was he , a t t h i s t i m e , t o 

b e d i v e r t e d b y p l a c i n g b i s c u i t b e f o r e h i m ; a n d 

i t was o b v i o u s , b y t h e g r e a t i n t e r e s t h e seemed 

t o t a k e i n i t s m o t i o n s , t h a t h e was a c c u s t o m e d 

t o w a t c h f o r v i c t o r i e s o v e r i t , e i t h e r f o r h i s 

p l e a s u r e o r h i s f o o d . H e seemed v e r y m u c h 

a l a r m e d a t t h e a p p r o a c h o f a C a t , a n d endea ­

v o u r e d t o h i d e h i m s e l f , b u t s h e w e d n o s y m p t o m 

o f p r e p a r i n g f o r a n y d e f e n c e . I n e v e r h e a r d h e 

h a d a n y v o i c e ; h e s u f f e r e d h i m s e l f , n o t w i t h o u t 

s o m e d i f f i c u l t y , t o be h a n d l e d i n t h e d a y , w h e n h e 

s e e m e d r a t h e r i n c l i n e d t o s leep , b u t was e x c e e d ­

i n g l y u n q u i e t a n d rest less so s o o n as n i g h t c a m e , 

a n d a l w a y s e n d e a v o u r i n g h i s escape, a n d t h o u g h 

h e d i d n o t a t t e m p t t h e w i r e , y e t w i t h h i s s h a r p 

t e e t h h e v e r y s o o n m a s t e r e d t h e w o o d o f a n y 

c o m m o n b i r d cage . F r o m t h e s n o u t t o t h e anus 

he was a b o u t t e n i n c h e s l o n g , h i s t a i l f i v e a n d a 

q u a r t e r , n e a r a n i n c h o n t h e t i p o f i t was b l a c k . 

F r o m t h e p o i n t o f h i s f o r e s h o u l d e r t o t h e p o i n t 

o f h i s f o r e t o e , was t w o i n c h e s a n d s e v e n e i g h t h s . 

H e was t w o i n c h e s a n d a h a l f f r o m h i s o c c i p u t t o 

t h e p o i n t o f h i s nose , t h e l e n g t h o f h i s ears t h r e e 
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i n c h e s a n d t h r e e e i g h t h s . T h e s e w e r e d o u b l e d , 

o r h a d a p l a i t o n t h e b o t t o m o n t h e o u t s i d e ; t h e 

b o r d e r s o f h i s ea r s i n t h e i n s i d e w e r e t h i c k c o v e r e d 

w i t h s o f t w h i t e h a i r , b u t t h e m i d d l e p a r t w a s 

b a r e , a n d o f a p i n k o r ro se c o l o u r T h e y w e r e 

a b o u t a n i n c h a n d h a l f b r o a d , a n d t h e c a v i t i e s 

w i t h i n w e r e v e r y l a r g e . I t w a s v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o 

m e a s u r e t he se , f o r h e w a s v e r y i m p a t i e n t a t h a v ­

i n g h i s ea rs t o u c h e d , a n d a l w a y s k e p t t h e m e r e c t , 

un l e s s w h e n t e r r i f i e d b y a C a t . T h e p u p i l o f t h e 

e y e w a s l a r g e a n d b l a c k , s u r r o u n d e d b y a d e e p 

b l u e i r i s . H e h a d s t r o n g , t h i c k m u s t a c h e s ; t h e 

t i p o f h i s n o s e v e r y s h a r p , b l a c k , a n d p o l i s h e d . 

H i s u p p e r j a w r e a c h e d b e y o n d t h e l o w e r , a n d h a d 

f o u r g r i n d e r s o n e a c h s i d e o f t h e m o u t h . I t h a d 

s i x f o r e - t e e t h i n e a c h j a w : t h o s e i n t h e u n d e r j a w 

a r e s m a l l e r t h a n t h e u p p e r : t h e c a n i n e - t e e t h a r e 

l o n g , l a r g e , a n d e x c e e d i n g l y p o i n t e d : h i s l e g s 

a r e s m a l l , a n d h i s f e e t v e r y b r o a d ; h e has f o u r 

toes a r m e d w i t h c r o o k e d , b l a c k s h a r p c l a w s ; 

t h o s e o n h i s f o r e f e e t m o r e c r o o k e d a n d s h a r p 

t h a n b e h i n d . A l l h i s b o d y is n e a r l y o f a d i r t y 

w h i t e , b o r d e r i n g o n c r e a m - c o l o u r ; t h e h a i r o f h i s 

b e l l y r a t h e r w h i t e r , s o f t e r , a n d l o n g e r t h a n t h e 

r e s t , a n d o n i t a n u m b e r o f paps , b u t h e w a s so 

i m p a t i e n t i t w a s i m p o s s i b l e t o c o u n t t h e m . H e 

v e r y s e l d o m e x t e n d e d o r s t i f f e n e d h i s t a i l , t h e 

h a i r o f w h i c h w a s h a r d e r . H e h a d a v e r y s l y 

a n d w i l y a p p e a r a n c e . B u t as h e is a s o l i t a r y 

a n i m a l , a n d n o t g r e g a r i o u s , as h e has n o p a r ­

t i c u l a r m a r k o f f e e l i n g s a b o u t h i m , n o s h i f t o r 

p a r t i c u l a r c u n n i n g w h i c h m i g h t o c c a s i o n S o l o -
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m o n t o q u a l i f y h i m as w i se , as h e b u i l d s h i s nes t 

u p o n t rees , a n d n o t o n t h e r o c k , h e c a n n o t b e 

t h e S a p h a n o f t h e s c r i p t u r e , as s o m e , b o t h J ews 

a n d A r a b i a n s , n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y a t t e n t i v e t o t h e 

q u a l i t i e s a t t r i b u t e d t o t h a t a n i m a l , h a v e n e v e r t h e ­

less e r r o n e o u s l y i m a g i n e d . " 





I 







F E L I S . C A T . 

Generic Character. 

Denies Primores in te rmedi i 
sequales. 

Molares t e rn i . 

Lingua re t rorsum aculeata 
Ungues retractiles. 

Front-teeth s ix ; the interme­
diate ones equal. 

Grinders three on each side. 

Tongue aculeated backwards. 
Claws retractile. 

L I O N . 

Felis Leo. F. cauda elongata, corpore helvolo. Lin. Syst. Nat. 
p. 60. 

Cat of a pale tawny or dun colour, wi th long tail , flocky at the 
t ip . 

F. cauda elongata ffoccosa, tHorace jubato. Lin. Syst. Nat. ed. 6. 
p. 4. 

Felis cauda in floccum desinente. Briss. Quadr. 1. p. 194. 
Leo. Gesn. Quadr. 572. Aldr. dig. 2. 
Lion. B u f f . 9. p. 1. pi. 2. 
L ion . Fennant Quadr. I . p. 274. 

THE Lion is principally an inhabitant of Africa, 

b u t is a l so f o u n d , t h o u g h f a r less p l e n t i f u l l y , i n 

t h e h o t t e r r e g i o n s o f A s i a . I t i s , h o w e v e r , i n 

t h e i n t e r i o r o f A f r i c a t h a t h e e x e r t s h i s g r e a t e s t 

r a v a g e s , a n d r e i g n s s u p e r i o r a m o n g t h e w e a k e r 
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q u a d r u p e d s . A L i o n o f t h e l a r g e s t size has been 

f o u n d t o m e a s u r e a b o u t e i g h t f e e t f r o m t h e nose 

t o t h e t a i l ; a n d t h e t a i l i t s e l f a b o u t f o u r f e e t : t h e 

g e n e r a l c o l o u r is a p a l e t a w n y , s t i l l p a l e r o r m o r e 

i n c l i n i n g t o w h i t e b e n e a t h : t h e h e a d is v e r y l a r g e , 

t h e ears r o u n d e d , t h e f a c e c o v e r e d w i t h s h o r t o r 

c lose h a i r , t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e h e a d , t h e n e c k , 

a n d s h o u l d e r s c o a t e d w i t h l o n g s h a g g y h a i r , f o r m ­

i n g a p e n d e n t m a n e : o n t h e b o d y t h e h a i r is s h o r t 

a n d s m o o t h : t h e t a i l is t e r m i n a t e d b y a t u f t o f 

b l a c k i s h h a i r . T h e L i o n e s s , w h i c h is s m a l l e r 

t h a n t h e L i o n , is d e s t i t u t e o f t h e m a n e , a n d is o f 

a w h i t e r cas t b e n e a t h . T h e L i o n , l i k e t h e T i g e r , 

f r e q u e n t l y c o n c e a l s h i m s e l f , i n o r d e r t o s p r i n g o n 

h i s p r e y ; b o u n d i n g t o t h e d i s t a n c e o f a g r e a t 

m a n y f e e t , a n d s e i z i n g i t w i t h h i s c l a w s . H i s 

s t r e n g t h is p r o d i g i o u s ; i t has e v e n b e e n a f f i r m e d , 

t h a t a s i n g l e s t r o k e o f h i s p a w is s u f f i c i e n t t o 

b r e a k t h e b a c k o f a h o r s e ; a n d t h a t h e c a r r i e s o f f 

w i t h ease a m i d d l e - s i z e d o x , o r B u f f a l o . H e does 

n o t o f t e n p r e y i n o p e n s u n s h i n e , b u t c o m m e n c e s 

h i s d e p r e d a t i o n s a t t h e c lose o f d a y . T h e r o a r ­

i n g o f t h e L i o n , w h e n i n q u e s t o f p r e y , r esembles 

t h e s o u n d o f d i s t a n t t h u n d e r ; a n d , b e i n g r e ­

e c h o e d b y t h e r o c k s a n d m o u n t a i n s , appa l s t h e 

w h o l e r a c e o f a n i m a l s , a n d p u t s t h e m t o s u d d e n 

f l i g h t ; b u t h e f r e q u e n t l y v a r i e s h i s v o i c e i n t o a 

h i d e o u s s c r e a m o r y e l l : h e is s u p p o s e d t o be d e ­

s t i t u t e o f a f i n e s cen t , a n d t o h u n t b y t h e eye 

a l o n e . T h e L i o n is c o m m o n l y s a i d t o d e v o u r as 

m u c h as w i l l s e rve h i m f o r t w o o r t h r e e d a y s ; a n d , 

w h e n s a t i a t e d w i t h f o o d , t o r e m a i n i n a s t a t e o f 
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r e t i r e m e n t i n h i s d e n , w h i c h h e s e l d o m l e a v e s , 

e x c e p t f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f p r o w l i n g a b o u t f o r h i s 

p r e y : h i s t e e t h a r e so s t r o n g t h a t h e b r e a k s t h e 

b o n e s w i t h p e r f e c t ease, a n d o f t e n s w a l l o w s t h e m 

t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e flesh: h i s t o n g u e , as i n o t h e r 

a n i m a l s o f t h i s g e n u s , is f u r n i s h e d w i t h r e v e r s e d 

p r i c k l e s ; b u t t h e y a r e so l a r g e a n d s t r o n g i n t h e 

L i o n , as t o b e c a p a b l e o f l a c e r a t i n g t h e s k i n . T h e 

L i o n e s s is s a i d t o b r i n g f o r t h i n t h e s p r i n g , i n t h e 

m o s t s e q u e s t e r e d p l a c e s , a n d t o p r o d u c e b u t o n e 

b r o o d i n t h e y e a r : t h e y o u n g a r e f o u r o r f i v e i n 

n u m b e r , w h i c h t h e p a r e n t n u r s e s w i t h g r e a t assi­

d u i t y , a n d a t t e n d s i n t h e i r f i r s t e x c u r s i o n s f o r 

p r e y . W h e n b r o u g h t i n t o E u r o p e , L i o n s h a v e 

b e e n k n o w n t o b r e e d e v e n i n a s t a t e o f c o n f i n e ­

m e n t ; i n s t a n c e s o f w h i c h a r e r e c o r d e d b y s o m e o f 

t h e o l d e r n a t u r a l i s t s . I n t h e t o w e r o f L o n d o n a l so 

e x a m p l e s o f a s i m i l a r n a t u r e h a v e o c c u r r e d . T h e 

y o u n g a n i m a l s a r e s c a r c e so l a r g e as s m a l l pug -

d o g s , a n d a r e s a i d t o c o n t i n u e a t t h e t e a t a b o u t 

t h e space o f a y e a r , a n d t o b e five y e a r s i n c o m i n g 

t o m a t u r i t y . I f w e m a y j u d g e f r o m s o m e s p e c i ­

m e n s o f y o u n g L i o n s i n t h e L e v e r i a n M u s e u m , 

w h i c h a r e s a i d t o h a v e b e e n w h e l p e d i n t h e t o w e r , 

t h e i r s ize seems s c a r c e t o e x c e e d t h a t o f a h a l f -

g r o w n k i t t e n : i n d e e d , s o m e o f t h e a n c i e n t w r i t e r s 

h a v e a f f i r m e d , t h a t t h e y o u n g L i o n s a re h a r d l y 

l a r g e r t h a n W e a s e l s . 

" T h e L i o n ( s ays B u f f o n ) , w h e n t a k e n y o u n g , 

a n d b r o u g h t u p a m o n g d o m e s t i c a n i m a l s , is e a s i l y 

a c c u s t o m e d t o l i v e , a n d e v e n t o s p o r t i n n o c e n t l y 
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w i t h t h e m . H e is g e n t l e a n d c a r e s s i n g t o h i s 

m a s t e r , a n d i f h e s o m e t i m e s r e sumes h i s n a t u r a l 

f e r o c i t y , h e s e l d o m t u r n s h i s r a g e a g a i n s t h i s be­

n e f a c t o r s . H e has a lso b e e n k n o w n t o d i s d a i n 

t h e i n s u l t s a n d t o p a r d o n t h e o f f e n s i v e l i b e r t i e s o f 

t h e w e a k e r a n i m a l s . W h e n l e d i n t o c a p t i v i t y , h e 

d i s c o v e r s s y m p t o m s o f uneas iness w i t h o u t a n g e r 

o r peev i shnes s ; o n t h e c o n t r a r y , h e assumes t h e 

h a b i t s o f g e n t l e n e s s , o b e y s h i s m a s t e r , caresses 

t h e h a n d t h a t feeds h i m , a n d s o m e t i m e s spares 

t h e a n i m a l s t h a t a re t h r o w n t o h i m f o r p r e y . B y 

t h i s a c t o f g e n e r o s i t y h e seems t o c o n s i d e r h i m ­

s e l f as f o r - e v e r b o u n d t o p r o t e c t t h e m ; h e l i ve s 

p e a c e a b l y w i t h t h e m , a l l o w s t h e m a p a r t o f h i s 

f o o d ; a n d w i l l r a t h e r s u b m i t t o t h e i n c o n v e n i ­

ences o f h u n g e r t h a n d e s t r o y t h e f r u i t s o f h i s o w n 

b e n e f i c e n c e . " 

T h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , r e a s o n i n g f r o m t h e size 

a n d c o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e L i o n , a n d t h e t i m e r e ­

q u i r e d f o r h i s a r r i v i n g a t f u l l g r o w t h , c o n c l u d e s 

t h a t h e " o u g h t t o l i v e a b o u t s e v e n t i m e s t h r e e 

o r f o u r y e a r s , o r n e a r l y t o t h e a g e o f t w e n t y - f i v e . " 

H e adds , t h a t t h o s e w h i c h h a v e b e e n k e p t a t 

P a r i s h a v e l i v e d s i x t e e n o r s e v e n t e e n yea r s . I f , 

h o w e v e r , w e m i g h t d e p e n d o n t h e c o m m o n l y r e ­

c e i v e d a c c o u n t s o f those w h i c h h a v e b e e n k e p t i n 

t h e t o w e r o f L o n d o n , w e m i g h t m e n t i o n t h e L i o n 

k n o w n b y t h e n a m e o f P o m p e y , w h i c h is s a i d t o 

h a v e l i v e d n o less t h a n s e v e n t y y e a r s i n h i s s t a te 

o f c a p t i v i t y ; a n d a n o t h e r i n t h e s a m e r e c e p t a c l e , 

w h i c h is r e p o r t e d t o h a v e l i v e d s i x t y - t h r e e y e a r s . 
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I t m u s t b e a c k n o w l e d g e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t , f r o m 

t h e g e n e r a l c o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e L i o n , o n e w o u l d 

n o t s u p p o s e h i m t o b e a v e r y l o n g - l i v e d a n i m a l . 

L i o n s h a v e s o m e t i m e s c o n s t i t u t e d a p a r t o f t h e 

e s t a b l i s h e d p o m p o f r o y a l t y i n t h e e a s t e r n w o r l d . 

T h e m o n a r c h o f P e r s i a , as Ave a r e i n f o r m e d b y 

M r . B e l l i n h i s t r a v e l s , h a d , o n d a y s o f a u d i e n c e , 

t w o l a r g e L i o n s c h a i n e d o n e a c h s ide t h e pas ­

sages o f t h e h a l l o f s t a t e ; b e i n g l e d t h e r e , b y p r o ­

p e r o f f i c e r s , i n c h a i n s o f g o l d . 

T h e R o m a n s , s t r u c k w i t h t h e m a g n i f i c e n t a p ­

p e a r a n c e o f t h e s e a n i m a l s , i m p o r t e d t h e m i n v a s t 

n u m b e r s f r o m A f r i c a , f o r t h e i r p u b l i c spec t ac l e s . 

Q u i n t u s ScaeA'ola, a c c o r d i n g t o P l i n y , Avas t h e 

first i n R o m e w h o e x h i b i t e d a c o m b a t o f L i o n s ; 

b u t S y l l a t h e d i c t a t o r , d u r i n g h i s p r a e t o r s h i p , e x ­

h i b i t e d a h u n d r e d L i o n s ; a n d , a f t e r h i m , P o m p e y 

t h e G r e a t e x h i b i t e d n o less t h a n s i x h u n d r e d i n 

t h e g r a n d c i r c u s , v i z . t h r e e h u n d r e d a n d fifteen 

m a l e s , a n d t h e r e s t f e m a l e s ; a n d Caesar t h e d i c t a ­

t o r f o u r h u n d r e d . P l i n y a l so t e l l s us , t h a t t h e 

first p e r s o n i n R o m e w h o c a u s e d t h e m t o b e 

y o k e d , so as t o draAV a c a r r i a g e , w a s M a r k A n ­

t o n y , w h o a p p e a r e d i n t h e s t r ee t s o f R o m e i n a 

c h a r i o t d r a w n b y L i o n s , a c c o m p a n i e d b y h i s m i s ­

t ress C y t h e r i s , a n ac t r e s s f r o m t h e t h e a t r e . A 

s i g h t , says P l i n y , t h a t s u r p a s s e d i n e n o r m i t y eA*en 

a l l t h e c a l a m i t i e s o f t h e t i m e s ! 

" L e o n u m s i m u l p l u r i u m p u g n a m , R o m a a p r i n -

ceps d e d i t Q . Scaevola P filius i n c u r u l i i E d i l i -

t a t e . C e n t u m a u t e m j u b a t o r u m p r i m u s o m n i u m 

L . S y l l a , q u i p o s t e a d i c t a t o r f u i t i n P r a e t u r a . 
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P o s t e u m P o m p e i u s M a g n u s i n c i r c o D C . i n i is 

j u b a t o r u m c c c x v . Caesar D i c t a t o r c c c c . 
i f J u g o s u b d i d i t eos, p r i m u sque Romae a d c u r -

r u m j u n x i t M . A n t o n i u s , e t q u i d e m c i v i l i b e l l o 

c u m d i m i c a t u m esset i n P h a r s a l i c i s c a m p i s , n o n 

s ine q u o d a m o s t e n t u t e m p o r u m , generosos s p i r i -

t u s j u g u m s u b i r e i l l o p r o d i g i o s i g n i f i c a n t e ; n a m 

q u o d i t a v e c t u s est c u m m i m a C y t h e r i d e , sup ra 

m o n s t r a e t i a m i l l a r u m c a l a m i t a t u m f u i t . " 

I n m o d e r n t i m e s t h e L i o n is s a i d t o be o f t e n 

h u n t e d w i t h d o g s , b y t h e c o l o n i s t s a b o u t t h e Cape 

o f G o o d H o p e , a n d i t is a d d e d t h a t t w e l v e o r f i f ­

t e e n d o g s a re s u f f i c i e n t f o r t h e p u r p o s e . T h e 

L i o n , a f t e r b e i n g r o u s e d , r u n s f o r s o m e t i m e ; t h e n 

s tops a n d shakes h i s m a n e , as i f i n d e f i a n c e o f t h e 

d o g s , w h o , r u s h i n g a l l a t o n c e u p o n h i m , soon 

d e s t r o y h i m ; t w o o r t h r e e o f t h e p a c k , h o w e v e r , 

g e n e r a l l y f a l l i n g v i c t i m s t o t h e first s t r o k e s o f h i s 

paws . 

T I G E R . 

Felis Tigris. F. cauda elongata, corpore maculis omnibus virgatis. 
Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 61. 

C. with elongated tail, and body marked with long transverse 
streaks. 

Tigris . Gesn. Quadr. 936. Aldr. dig. 101. 
Felis flava, maculis longis nigris variegata. Bliss. Quadr.p. 195. 
Tigre. B u f f . 9. p. 129. pi. 9. 
Tiger. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 277. 

THE Tiger, the most beautiful, but most de­

s t r u c t i v e o f q u a d r u p e d s , is a n a t i v e o f t h e w a r m e r 
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p a r t s o f A s i a , a n d is p r i n c i p a l l y f o u n d i n I n d i a 

a n d t h e I n d i a n i s l a n d s . T h e spec ies e x t e n d s , 

h o w e v e r , as f a r as C h i n a , a n d C h i n e s e T a r t a r y , 

t h e l a k e U r a l , a n d t h e A l t a i c M o u n t a i n s . I t s 

c o l o u r is a d e e p t a w n y , o r o r a n g e - y e l l o w ; t h e 

f a c e , t h r o a t , a n d u n d e r s i d e o f t h e b e l l y , b e i n g 

n e a r l y w h i t e : t h e w h o l e is t r a v e r s e d b y n u m e r o u s 

l o n g b l a c k s t r i p e s , f o r m i n g a b o l d a n d s t r i k i n g 

c o n t r a s t w i t h t h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r . A b o u t t h e f a c e 

a n d b r e a s t t h e s t r i p e s a r e p r o p o r t i o n a l l y s m a l l e r 

t h a n o n o t h e r p a r t s : t h e t a i l is a n n u l a t e d w i t h 

b l a c k , a n d is s h o r t e r t h a n t h e b o d y . T h e r e seems 

t o be s o m e v a r i a t i o n i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n a n d n u m ­

b e r o f t h e s t r i p e s i n d i f f e r e n t i n d i v i d u a l s ; a n d t h e 

g r o u n d - c o l o u r is m o r e o r less b r i g h t , a c c o r d i n g t o 

v a r i o u s c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f a g e a n d h e a l t h i n t h e 

r e s p e c t i v e a n i m a l s . L i n n a e u s c a l l s t h e T i g e r 
t ( pulcherrimus quadrupedum."' W e m u s t n o t 

j u d g e o f t h e e l e g a n c e o f t h i s a n i m a l ' s r o b e f r o m 

t h e s p e c i m e n s w h i c h a r e s o m e t i m e s seen i n m u ­

s e u m s , o r e v e n f r o m s u c h l i v i n g ones as b y l o n g 

c o n f i n e m e n t , a n d a n a l t e r a t i o n o f c l i m a t e , h a v e 

l o s t t h e n a t i v e b r i l l i a n c y o f t h e i r c o l o u r s . W h e n 

seen i n p e r f e c t i o n , a n d b e f o r e i t s h e a l t h has b e e n 

i m p a i r e d b y c o n f i n e m e n t , i t is s c a r c e p o s s i b l e t o 

c o n c e i v e a m o r e e l e g a n t l y v a r i e g a t e d a n i m a l t h a n 

t h e T i g e r : t h e b r i g h t a n d i n t e n s e o r a n g e - y e l l o w 

w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e s t h e g r o u n d c o l o u r ; t h e d e e p 

a n d w e l l - d e f i n e d s t r i p e s o f b l a c k , i n s o m e p a r t s 

d o u b l e , i n o t h e r s s i n g l e , t h e p u r e w h i t e o f t h e 

c h e e k s a n d l o w e r p a r t o f t h e s ides , o v e r w h i c h a 

p a r t o f t h e b l a c k s t r i p i n g is c o n t i n u e d , f o r m , a l -
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t o g e t h e r , a n a p p e a r a n c e f a r s u p e r i o r i n b e a u t y t o 

t h e s k i n o f t h e Z e b r a , o r t h a t o f a n y o t h e r r e g u ­

l a r l y - m a r k e d q u a d r u p e d , n o t e x c e p i n g e v e n t h e 

P a n t h e r i t s e l f . I n i t s g e n e r a l size t h e T i g e r is 

i n f e r i o r o n l y t o t h e L i o n , a n d has b e e n seen e v e n 

l a r g e r , v i z o f t h e l e n g t h o f f i f t e e n f e e t f r o m t h e 

nose t o t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l . T h e l a r g e s t are those 

o f I n d i a , a n d a r e t e r m e d R o y a l T i g e r s ; b u t t h i s 

d i s t i n c t i o n is s u p p o s e d t o r e l a t e m e r e l y t o t h e 

size o f t h e a n i m a l ; t h e r e b e i n g o n l y o n e species 

o f T i g e r , t h o u g h t h e r e m a y p e r h a p s b e s o m e races 

l a r g e r t h a n o t h e r s . 

O f so f i e r c e a n d s a n g u i n a r y a d i s p o s i t i o n is t h e 

T i g e r as t o surpass i n r a p a c i t y e v e r y o t h e r w i l d 

beas t , a n d is , t h e r e f o r e , c o n s i d e r e d as t h e m o s t 

d r e a d f u l s c o u r g e o f t h e h o t t e r r e g i o n s o f A s i a . 

T h e L i o n is c o m m o n l y s u p p o s e d t o e x h i b i t a ce r ­

t a i n d e g r e e o f g e n e r o s i t y o f d i s p o s i t i o n , a n d t o 

p r e y i n a less m a l i g n a n t a n d c r u e l m a n n e r . H e 

is a lso, w h e n t a k e n i n t o a s t a t e o f c o n f i n e m e n t , 

c a p a b l e o f b e i n g t a m e d , a n d r e n d e r e d m i l d a n d 

p l a c i d t o h i s k e e p e r s ; b u t t h e T i g e r is n o t t o be 

d i v e s t e d o f h i s n a t u r a l f e r o c i t y o f c h a r a c t e r , a n d i n 

c o n f i n e m e n t h e g e n e r a l l y e x h i b i t s a l l t h e s y m p t o m s 

o f m a l i g n i t y . H i s m e t h o d o f s e i z i n g h i s p r e y is b y 

c o n c e a l i n g h i m s e l f f r o m v i e w , a n d s p r i n g i n g w i t h 

a h o r r i b l e r o a r o n h i s v i c t i m , w h i c h h e c a r r i e s o f f , 

a n d tears i n p ieces , a f t e r h a v i n g f i r s t s u c k e d o u t 

t h e b l o o d . T h e v o i c e o f t h e T i g e r , i n t h e a c t o f 

s p r i n g i n g o n h i s p r e y , is s a i d t o b e h i d e o u s b e ­

y o n d c o n c e p t i o n . E v e n a B u f f a l o has b e e n t h u s 

se ized b y a T i g e r , a n d c a r r i e d o f f w i t h s u c h s e e m -
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i n g ease as t o a p p e a r s c a r c e a n i m p e d i m e n t t o t h e 

a n i m a l ' s f l i g h t . I t is a f f i r m e d , t h a t i f t h e T i g e r 

h a p p e n s t o m i s s h i s a i m , h e does n o t p u r s u e h i s 

p r e y , b u t , as i f a s h a m e d o f h i s d i s a p p o i n t m e n t , 

r u n s o f f . I n t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e p r e s e n t c e n ­

t u r y ( says M r . P e n n a n t ) , a c o m p a n y , s e a t e d u n ­

d e r t h e s h a d e o f s o m e t r e e s , n e a r t h e b a n k s o f a 

r i v e r i n B e n g a l , w e r e s u r p r i s e d b y t h e u n e x p e c t e d 

s i g h t o f a T i g e r p r e p a r i n g f o r i t s f a t a l s p r i n g ; 

w h e n a l a d y , w i t h a l m o s t u n e x a m p l e d p r e s e n c e 

o f m i n d , f u r l e d a l a r g e u m b r e l l a i n t h e a n i m a l ' s 

f a c e , w h i c h i n s t a n t l y r e t i r e d , a n d t h u s g a v e 

a n o p p o r t u n i t y o f e s c a p i n g f r o m so t e r r i b l e a 

n e i g h b o u r . A n o t h e r p a r t y h a d n o t t h e s a m e 

g o o d f o r t u n e , b u t i n t h e h e i g h t o f t h e i r e n t e r t a i n ­

m e n t l o s t , i n a n i n s t a n t , o n e o f t h e i r c o m p a n i o n s , 

w h o w a s s e i z e d a n d c a r r i e d o f f b y a T i g e r . B u t 

t h e f a t a l a c c i d e n t w h i c h so l a t e l y o c c u r r e d i n t h e 

E a s t I n d i e s m u s t b e s t i l l f r e s h i n t h e m e m o r y o f 

a l l w h o r e a d t h e d r e a d f u l d e s c r i p t i o n g i v e n b y a n 

e y e - w i t n e s s o f t h e s cene . " W e w e n t ( says t h e 

n a r r a t o r ) o n s h o r e o n San g a r i s l a n d , t o s h o o t 

d e e r , o f w h i c h w e s a w i n n u m e r a b l e t r a c k s , as w e l l 

as o f T i g e r s ; n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g w h i c h , w e c o n ­

t i n u e d o u r d i v e r s i o n t i l l n e a r t h r e e o ' c l o c k , w h e n , 

s i t t i n g d o w n b y t h e s i d e o f a j u n g l e t o r e f r e s h o u r ­

selves , a r o a r l i k e t h u n d e r w a s h e a r d , a n d a n i m ­

m e n s e T i g e r s e i zed o n o u r u n f o r t u n a t e f r i e n d * , a n d 

r u s h e d a g a i n i n t o t h e j u n g l e , d r a g g i n g h i m t h r o u g h 

* M r . Monro, son of Sir Hector Monro, bart. This fatal event 
took place in the year 1792. 

v . 1. p . 11 . 2 3 
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t h e t h i c k e s t bushes a n d t rees , e v e r y t h i n g - g i v i n g 

w a y t o h i s m o n s t r o u s s t r e n g t h ; a T i g r e s s a c c o m ­

p a n i e d h i s p r o g r e s s . T h e u n i t e d a g o n i e s o f h o r r o r , 

r e g r e t , a n d f e a r , r u s h e d a t o n c e u p o n us. I fired 

o n t h e T i g e r : h e s e e m e d a g i t a t e d : m y c o m p a n i o n 

fired a lso, a n d , i n a f e w m o m e n t s a f t e r t h i s , o u r 

u n f o r t u n a t e f r i e n d c a m e u p t o us , b a t h e d i n b l o o d . 

E v e r y m e d i c a l ass is tance was v a i n , a n d h e e x p i r e d 

i n t h e space o f t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s , h a v i n g r e c e i v e d 

s u c h d e e p w o u n d s f r o m t h e t e e t h a n d c l aws o f t h e 

a n i m a l as r e n d e r e d h i s r e c o v e r y hopeless . A l a r g e 

fire, c o n s i s t i n g o f t e n o r t w e l v e w h o l e t rees , was 

b l a z i n g b y us a t t h e t i m e t h i s a c c i d e n t t o o k place. ; 

a n d t e n o r * m o r e o f t h e n a t i v e s w i t h us. T h e h u ­

m a n m i n d c a n s ca rce f o r m a n y i d e a o f t h i s scene 

o f h o r r o r . W e h a d h a r d l y p u s h e d o u r b o a t f r o m 

t h a t a c c u r s e d s h o r e , w h e n t h e T i g r e s s m a d e h e r 

a p p e a r a n c e , a l m o s t r a g i n g m a d , a n d r e m a i n e d o n 

t h e s a n d a l l t h e w h i l e w e c o n t i n u e d i n s i g h t . " 

T h e T i g e r is d e s c r i b e d b y P l i n y as a n a n i m a l o f 

t r e m e n d o u s s w i f t n e s s : " animal tremendce velocita-

tis.'" T h i s , h o w e v e r , is s a id t o b e n o t so a p p l i c a b l e 

t o t h e p a c e o f t h e a n i m a l i n r u n u i n g , as t o t h e v e ­

l o c i t y o f h i s s p r i n g w h e n d a r t i n g o n h i s p r e y . 

T h e r e c a n b e l i t t l e d o u b t , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e T i ­

g e r is i n r e a l i t y a n a n i m a l o f g r e a t s w i f t n e s s , a n d 

M r . P e n n a n t a d d u c e s t h e a u t h o r i t i e s o f t w o f a i t h ­

f u l t r a v e l l e r s , v i z . P e r e G e r b i l l o n a n d M r . B e l l , 

i n c o n f i r m a t i o n o f P l i n y ' s a c c o u n t . 

T h e T i g e r has b e e n k n o w n t o a t t a c k e v e n a 

L i o n , a n d b o t h a n i m a l s h a v e p e r i s h e d i n t h e c o n ­

f l i c t . T h e T i g r e s s , l i k e t h e L i o n e s s , p r o d u c e s 
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f o u r o r five y o u n g a t a l i t t e r : she i s a t a l l t i m e s 

f u r i o u s , b u t h e r r a g e r i s e s t o t h e u t m o s t e x t r e ­

m i t y w h e n r o b b e d o f h e r y o u n g . She t h e n b r a v e s 

e v e r y d a n g e r , a n d p u r s u e s h e r p l u n d e r e r s , w h o 

a r e o f t e n o b l i g e d t o r e l e a se o n e i n o r d e r t o r e t a r d 

h e r m o t i o n : s h e s t o p s , t a k e s i t u p , a n d c a r r i e s i t 

t o t h e n e a r e s t c o v e r , b u t i n s t a n t l y r e t u r n s , a n d 

r e n e w s h e r p u r s u i t , e v e n t o t h e v e r y g a t e s o f 

b u i l d i n g s , o r t h e e d g e o f t h e sea, a n d w h e n h e r 

h o p e o f r e c o v e r i n g t h e m is l o s t , she expresses h e r 

a g o n y b y h i d e o u s b o w l i n g s , w h i c h e x c i t e t e r r o r 

w h e r e v e r t h e y r e a c h . 

P A N T H E R . 

Felis Pardus. F. cauda elongata, corpore maculis superioribus or­
biculatis, inferionbus virgatis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 61. 

C. with elongated tai l , and yellow body marked wi th orbicular 
spots above, and lengthened ones below. 

Felis ex albo flavicans, maculis nigris in dorso orbiculatis, in 
ventre longis. Briss. Quadr. p. 194. 

Panthera, Pardus, Pardalis, Leopardus. Gesn. Quadr. p. 824. 
Panthere. B u f f . 9. p. i$i.pl. 11, 12. 
Panther. Pennant Quadr. 1. 280. 

NEXT to the Tiger the Panther is the most 

c o n s p i c u o u s spec ies i n t h i s g e n u s ; m e a s u r i n g 

a b o u t s i x f e e t a n d a h a l f , a n d s o m e t i m e s n e a r 

s e v e n f e e t f r o m n o s e t o t a i l , w h i c h is i t s e l f a b o u t 

t h r e e f e e t l one ; . T h e c o l o u r o f t h e P a n t h e r is a 

b r i g h t a n d b e a u t i f u l t a w n y - y e l l o w , t h i c k l y m a r k e d 

a l l o v e r t h e u p p e r p a r t s o f t h e b o d y , s h o u l d e r s , 

a n d t h i g h s , w i t h r o u n d i s h b l a c k spo t s , d i s p o s e d 
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i n t o c i r c l e s , c o n s i s t i n g o f f o u r o r f i v e separa te 

s p o t s ; a n d t h e r e is c o m m o n l y , b u t n o t a l w a y s , a 

c e n t r a l s p o t i n e a c h c i r c l e ; i n w h i c h p a r t i c u l a r , 

as w r e l l as i n i t s s u p e r i o r s ize , a n d d e e p e r c o l o u r , 

t h e P a n t h e r d i f f e r s f r o m t h e L e o p a r d , w h i c h has 

v e r y r a r e l y a n y c e n t r a l spots i n i t s c i r c u l a r m a r k ­

i n g s . O n t h e f a c e a n d l egs t h e spo t s a re s i n g l e , 

a n d a l o n g t h e t o p o f t h e b a c k is a l o w o f oblong-

spots , w h i c h a re s t i l l l o n g e r as t h e y a p p r o a c h t h e 

t a i l . T h e b r e a s t a n d b e l l y a re w h i t e ; t h e f o r m e r 

m a r k e d w i t h t r a n s v e r s e d u s k y s t r i p e s ; t h e l a t t e r 

a n d t h e t a i l w i t h l a r g e i r r e g u l a r b l a c k spots . T h e 

P a n t h e r is p r i n c i p a l l y f o u n d i n A f r i c a , a n d is t o 

t h a t c o u n t r y w h a t t h e T i g e r is t o A s i a , w i t h t h i s 

a l l e v i a t i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e , t h a t i t is s u p p o s e d t o 

p r e f e r t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f o t h e r a n i m a l s t o t h a t o f 

m a n k i n d . I t s m a n n e r o f s e i z i n g i t s p r e y r e sem­

bles t h a t o f t h e T i g e r ; l u r k i n g n e a r t h e sides 

o f w o o d s , & c . a n d d a r t i n g f o r w a r d w i t h a s u d d e n 

s p r i n g . I t is o f a h i g h l y f e r o c i o u s n a t u r e , a n d 

s ca rce t o b e t a m e d . T h e s e a n i m a l s a n d t h e L e o ­

p a r d w e r e t h e Var'il a n d Pardi o f t h e a n c i e n t s ; 

a n d o n e w o u l d t h i n k (says M r . P e n n a n t ) t h a t t h e 

R o m a n s w o u l d h a v e e x h a u s t e d t h e deser t s o f 

A f r i c a b y t h e n u m b e r s t h e y d r e w f r o m t h e n c e f o r 

t h e i r p u b l i c spec tac les . S c a u r u s e x h i b i t e d a t o n e 

t i m e a h u n d r e d a n d fifty P a n t h e r s ; P o m p e y t h e 

G r e a t , f o u r h u n d r e d a n d t e n ; a n d A u g u s t u s , f o u r 

h u n d r e d a n d t w e n t y . I t has b e e n d o u b t e d w h e ­

t h e r t h e P a n t h e r a n d t h e L e o p a r d w e r e n a t i v e s 

o f A m e r i c a as w e l l as o f t h e o l d c o n t i n e n t ; b u t 

t h i s q u e s t i o n seems n o w t o b e d e c i d e d i n t h e n e -
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g a t i v e . I n t h e t w e l f t h e d i t i o n o f t h e S y s t e m a 

N a t u r a e t h e P a n t h e r a n d L e o p a r d s e e m t o b e c o n ­

f o u n d e d b y L i n n a e u s h i m s e l f * w h o a p p e a r s t o h a v e 

c o n s i d e r e d t h e m as t h e s a m e species , u n d e r t h e 

n a m e o f Pardus; w h i l e , a t t h e s a m e t i m e , h i s 

s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r , as t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n o b ­

se rves , is s u c h as t o a g r e e p r o p e r l y w i t h n o a n i m a l 

o f t h e w h o l e g e n u s , v i z . F cauda elongata, corpore 

maculis superioribus orbiculatis, injerioribus virga-

/is. I t m a y b e c o n t e n d e d , p e r h a p s , t h a t L i n ­

naeus m e a n t b y t h i s e x p r e s s i o n t o c h a r a c t e r i z e t h e 

o b s c u r e l y s u b t r a n s v e r s e s t r e a k s o n t h e b r e a s t o f 

t h e a n i m a l ; b u t i t m u s t b e a c k n o w l e d g e d t h a t e v e n 

t h e n h i s d e s c r i p t i v e c h a r a c t e r , t h o u g h c o n t i n u e d 

i n t h e G m e l i n i a n e d i t i o n o f t h e w o r k , is b y n o 

m e a n s s u f f i c i e n t l y e x p r e s s i v e ; a n d , l i k e m a n y 

o t h e r s , seems t o r e q u i r e a l t e r a t i o n a n d i m p r o v e ­

m e n t . I t m a y , p e r h a p s , h a v e h a p p e n e d t h a t t h e 

spo t s o n t h e u n d e r p a r t o f t h e s ides , i n s o m e 

s p e c i m e n s , m a y h a v e a p p e a r e d s o m e w h a t c o n f l u ­

e n t , so as t o p r o d u c e t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a n i n d i s ­

t i n c t k i n d o f s t r e a k s ; a n d s o m e t h i n g a p p r o a c h i n g 

t o t h i s m a y b e o b s e r v e d i n t h e f i g u r e o f B u f f o n , 

w h i c h , o n a c c o u n t o f i t s g e n e r a l e x c e l l e n c e , is 

r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h e p r e s e n t w o r k . I t is r e m a r k ­

a b l e t h a t t h e s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r o f t h e P a n t h e r , 

as g i v e n b y B r i s s o n , t u r n s u p o n t h e s a m e c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e . 

T h u s m u c h m a y b e o b s e r v e d o f s h o r t s p e c i f i c 

c h a r a c t e r s i n g e n e r a l ; t h a t , t h o u g h h i g h l y u s e f u l , 

t h e y a r e n o t a l w a y s t o b e d e p e n d e d u p o n , a n d a r e 

o n l y t o b e r e c e i v e d w i t h a p r o p e r d e g r e e o f a l l o w -
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a n c e : i t m u s t a lso b e a d d e d , t h a t t h e m a j o r p a r t 

o f t h o s e c o m p o s e d b y L i n n a e u s a r e r e m a r k a b l e 

f o r t h e i r t r u t h a n d e x a c t i t u d e . 

L E O P A R D . 

Felis Leopardus F. cauda mediocri, corpore fulxo, maculis sub-
coadunatis nigris. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 77. 

C. with yellow body marked with subcontiguous black spots, 
disposed in circles. 

Leopard. B u f f . 9. p. i$\.pl. 14. 
Leopard. Pennant Quadr. l.p. 282. 

THIS animal is best distinguished from the 

P a n t h e r b y i t s p a l e r y e l l o w - c o l o u r , i t s s m a l l e r 

size, a n d t h e s o m e w h a t c l o s e r d i s p o s i t i o n o f t h e 

spots w h i c h f o r m i t s o c e l l a t e d m a r k i n g s ; b u t t o a 

m e r e g e n e r a l o b s e r v e r , t h e t w o a n i m a l s are so 

e x t r e m e l y a l i k e as t o be f r e q u e n t l y m i s t a k e n f o r 

e a c h o t h e r . A t r u e d i s t i n c t i v e m a r k b e t w e e n t h e 

L e o p a r d a n d P a n t h e r is b y n o m e a n s easy t o 

c o m m u n i c a t e , e i t h e r b y d e s c r i p t i o n , o r e v e n b y 

figure. T h e p r i n c i p a l d i f f e r e n c e is i n s i ze ; t h e 

L e o p a r d b e i n g c o n s i d e r a b l y t h e s m a l l e s t o f t h e 

t w o ; t h e c o l o u r o f t h e P a n t h e r is r i c h e r o r m o r e 

f u l v o u s t h a n t h a t o f t h e L e o p a r d , b u t t h i s t o o is 

l i a b l e t o a d e g r e e o f u n c e r t a i n t y : t h e o c e l l i o r 

r o u n d e d m a r k s .011 t h e P a n t h e r a re l a r g e r , a n d 

m o r e d i s t i n c t l y f o r m e d ; b u t t h e c h a r a c t e r g i v e n 

b y M r . P e n n a n t o f t h e P a n t h e r , v i z . a c e n t r a l 

s p o t i n t h e m i d d l e o f e a c h , is b y n o m e a n s a 

p e r m a n e n t o r t r u l y d i s t i n c t i v e m a r k ; s i n c e t h e 
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spo t s i n s o m e s p e c i m e n s ( p e r h a p s t h e m a l e s ) a r e 

q u i t e p l a i n i n t h e m i d d l e ; w h i l e , o n t h e o t h e r 

h a n d , i n s o m e s p e c i m e n s o f t h e L e o p a r d o n e o r 

m o r e s m a l l c e n t r a l spo t s a r e v i s i b l e . A s t o t h e 

s u b t r a n s v e r s e m a r k s a b o u t t h e n e c k o r b r e a s t , 

t h e y s e e m t o b e f u l l as d i s t i n c t i n t h e L e o p a r d 

as i n t h e P a n t h e r ; a n d , p e r h a p s , u p o n t h e w h o l e , 

w e m u s t b e c o n t e n t w i t h d i s t i n g u i s h i n g ; t h e t w o 

spec ies b y t h e s ize , a n d b y t h e f u l v o u s - y e l l o w o f 

t h e P a n t h e r , a n d t h e c l e a r e r o r p a l e r y e l l o w o f 

t h e L e o p a r d . T h e g e n e r a l l e n g t h o f t h i s spec ies , 

f r o m nose t o t a i l , is f o u r f e e t ; o f t h e t a i l t w o a n d 

a h a l f . I t is a n a t i v e o f S e n e g a l a n d G u i n e a , as 

w e l l as o f m a n y o t h e r p a r t s o f A f r i c a : i t a l so o c ­

c u r s i n s e v e r a l p a r t s o f A s i a , v i z . i n P e r s i a , I n d i a , 

C h i n a , & c . I n i t s m a n n e r s i t r e s e m b l e s t h e 

P a n t h e r . 

V A R . ? 

A v a r i e t y o f t h i s spec i e s , o f a d u s k y b l a c k , 

m a r k e d w i t h spo t s o f a d e e p e r o r m o r e g l o s s y 

b l a c k , a n d p e r f e c t l y r e s e m b l i n g i n d i s p o s i t i o n 

t h o s e o f t h e c o m m o n L e o p a r d , is f o u n d i n B e n g a l . 

I n o n e o f t h i s k i n d b r o u g h t t o E n g l a n d s o m e 

y e a r s a g o , t h e f u r , w h e n a l i t t l e t u r n e d as ide , e x ­

h i b i t e d a s l i g h t t i n g e o f t h e n a t u r a l o r g e n e r a l 

c o l o u r . 
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LESSER L E O P A R D . 

THIS, according to Mr. Pennant, who seems 

i t s o n l y d e s c r i b e r , is n o t h a l f t h e size o f t h e c o m ­

m o n L e o p a r d . I t s c o l o u r is a b r i g h t y e l l o w , spot­

t e d i n t h e m a n n e r o f t h e c o m m o n L e o p a r d , i n c i r ­

c les : o n e a c h s ide t h e u p p e r l i p is a g r e a t b l a c k 

s p o t : t h e f a c e is s p o t t e d w i t h b l a c k : t h e c h i n is 

w h i t e ; t h e b r e a s t m a r k e d w i t h s m a l l s p o t s ; t h e 

b e l l y w h i t e , s p o t t e d w i t h b l a c k : t h e t a i l s h o r t e r i n 

p r o p o r t i o n t h a n i n t h e c o m m o n L e o p a r d , a n d t a ­

p e r i n g t o a p o i n t . S u p p o s e d t o b e a n a t i v e o f I n ­

d i a . I t was k e p t i n t h e T o w e r , a n d seemed a g o o d -

n a t u r e d a n i m a l . 

H U N T I N G L E O P A R D . 

Felis Jubata ? F. cauda mediocri, corporeJulio, maculis nigris, 
collojubato. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 79. 

C. of a pale fulvous colour, with round black spots, tail of mo­
derate length, and slightly-maned neck. 

Le Jaguar ou le Leopard. B u f f , suppl. 3. p. 218.pl. 3 8. 
Le Guepard. Buff". 13. p. 249. 
Felis jubata. Schreber. p. t. 10$. 
Hunting Leopard. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 284. 

THIS animal is about the size of a large grey­

h o u n d , a n d o f a l o n g m a k e , w i t h n a r r o w ches t , 

a n d l o n g legs . I t is a n a t i v e o f I n d i a , w h e r e i t 

is s a i d t o b e t a m e d , a n d used f o r t h e chase o f A n ­

t e lopes a n d o t h e r a n i m a l s ; b e i n g c a r r i e d i n t o t h e 
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field c h a i n e d a n d h o o d e d , a n d , a t t h e p r o p e r t i m e , 

i s l o o s e d , w h e n i t is s a i d t o s t e a l a l o n g t h e g r o u n d 

a t first, c o n c e a l i n g i t s e l f , t i l l i t g a i n s ' a p r o p e r a d ­

v a n t a g e , a n d t h e n t o d a r t o n t h e a n i m a l i t p u r ­

sues, w i t h s e v e r a l r e p e a t e d s p r i n g s . I f i t h a p ­

p e n s t o m i s s i t s p r e y , i t r e t u r n s t o t h e c a l l o f i t s 

m a s t e r . T h e s p e c i m e n o f t h i s a n i m a l i n t h e L e -

v e r i a n M u s e u m is o f a p a l e f u l v o u s - y e l l o w , w i t h 

t h e c h e e k s , n e c k , a n d b r e a s t , w h i t e : t h e b o d y 

w h i t i s h b e n e a t h ; w i t h f e w o b s c u r e d u s k y spo ts . 

A l l t h e u p p e r p a r t s a r e v e r y t h i c k l y s p o t t e d w i t h 

s m a l l a n d p e r f e c t l y r o u n d spo t s , w i t h s t i l l s m a l l e r 

o n e s i n t e r m i x e d : t h e spo t s a r e l a r g e s t o n t h e o u t ­

s i d e o f t h e t h i g h s , w h e r e t h e s m a l l e r i n t e r m i x e d 

o n e s a r e s c a r c e l a r g e r t h a n peas, o r p r o p o r t i o n a l l y 

less t h a n o n t h e o t h e r p a r t s : t h e n o s e is b l a c k : 

f r o m e a c h e y e is a b l a c k i s h l i n e , r u n n i n g d o w n t o 

t h e c o r n e r s o f t h e m o u t h : t h e t a i l is s p o t t e d l i k e 

t h e b o d y , b u t t o w a r d s t h e t i p a r e t w o o r t h r e e o b ­

s c u r e b a n d s ; a n d t h e t i p i t s e l f is b l a c k i s h : t h e i n -

s ides o f t h e l e g s a r e t h i c k l y s p o t t e d . T h e r e seems 

t o b e n o d i s t i n c t a p p e a r a n c e o f a m a n e i n t h i s 

s p e c i m e n ; n e i t h e r is t h e r e t h e s l i g h t e s t a p p e a r a n c e 

o f i t i n B u f f o n ' s p l a t e , w h i c h is h e r e r e p r e s e n t e d ; 

b u t i t s h o u l d b e o b s e r v e d , t h a t t h e spo t s i n t h i s 

figure s e e m m u c h less a c c u r a t e l v r o u n d e d t h a n 

t h o s e i n t h e L e v e r i a n s p e c i m e n , as w e l l as less 

n u m e r o u s i n p r o p o r t i o n . I n M r . S c h r e b e r ' s figure 

o f t h i s a n i m a l t h e m a n e seems e x t r e m e l y c o n s p i ­

c u o u s . 
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ONCE. 

Felis Uncia. F. cauda elongata, corpore albido, maculis irregula-
ribus nigris. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. J J. 

C. with long tail and whitish body, with irregular black marks. 
L'Once. Buff. 9 . p . i5i.pl. 13. 
Once. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 285. 

THIS species is scarce inferior in size to the 

L e o p a r d . I t s c o l o u r is d u l l w h i t e , w i t h a s l i g h t 

y e l l o w i s h o r t a w n y cas t , a n d t h e w h o l e is sca t ­

t e r e d o v e r w i t h d i f f e r e n t l y s ized spots a n d m a r k ­

i n g s o f b l a c k . A b o u t t h e h e a d these spots a re 

s m a l l , n u m e r o u s , a n d r o u n d i s h ; a l o n g t h e b a c k 

t h e y f o r m a k i n d o f a b r u p t o r i r r e g u l a r l y i n t e r ­

r u p t e d s t r i pe s , w h i l e o n t h e s ides a n d l i m b s t h e y 

a r e v a r i o u s l y shaped , f o r m i n g i n s o m e p laces a n ­

g u l a r a n d i n o t h e r s s o m e w h a t r o u n d o r o v a l 

m a r k s , w i t h a c e n t r a l space i n c l u d e d , a n d o n t h e 

l e g s a n d t a i l t h e y a r e b l a c k a n d s c a t t e r e d . I n i t s 

g e n e r a l f o r m t h e a n i m a l seems m u c h a l l i e d t o t h e 

L e o p a r d . I t seems n o t t o h a v e b e e n d i s t i n c t l y 

d e s c r i b e d b y a n y m o d e r n a u t h o r t i l l t h e t i m e o f 

B u f f o n ; b u t i t is s u p p o s e d t o h a v e b e e n k n o w n t o 

t h e a n c i e n t s , a n d t o h a v e b e e n t h e s m a l l e r P a n ­

t h e r o f O p p i a n , a n d t h e P a n t h e r a o f P l i n y . I t 

s h o u l d b e h e r e o b s e r v e d , t h a t t h e n a m e U n c i a , 

O n c e , o r O u n c e , has , b y G e s n e r a n d s o m e o t h e r 

n a t u r a l i s t s , b e e n a p p l i e d t o t h e L e o p a r d ; a n d t h i s 

c o n f u s i o n o f n a m e s a m o n g n a t u r a l i s t s has g r e a t l y 

t e n d e d t o o b s c u r e t h e r e a l k n o w l e d g e o f t h i s d i f -
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ficult g e n u s . I t is a n a t i v e o f s e v e r a l p a r t s o f 

A f r i c a a n d A s i a . 

J A G U A R . 

Felis Onca. F. cauda mcdiucri, corpore jiuvescente, ocellis nigris 
rotundato-angulatis medioflavis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p.6i. 

C. with tail of moderate length, and yellowish body, with black 
ocellated roundish-cornered spots with yellow central spaces. 

Felis flavescens, maculis nigris orbiculatis, quibusdam rosam re-
ferentibus variegata Briss. Quadr. p. 196. 

Pardus aut Lynx brasiliensis, Jaguara dictus, Lusitanis Onza. 
Raii syn. p. 168. 

Brasilian Cat. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 286. 
Le Jaguar. B u f f . 9. p. 201.pl. 18. 

THE Jaguar, sometimes called the American 

T i g e r , is a n a t i v e o f t h e h o t t e r p a r t s o f S o u t h 

A m e r i c a , a n d is c o n s i d e r e d as a v e r y f i e r c e a n d 

d e s t r u c t i v e a n i m a l . I t s m a n n e r s a r e s a i d t o r e ­

s e m b l e t h o s e o f t h e T i g e r , l y i n g i n a m b u s h f o r 

i t s p r e y . I t is a b o u t t h e size o f a W o l f , o r e v e n 

l a r g e r . I t s g r o u n d c o l o u r is a p a l e b r o w n i s h - y e l ­

l o w , v a r i e g a t e d o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s w i t h s t r e a k s 

a n d o p e n o b l o n g spo t s o r m a r k i n g s o f b l a c k ; t h e 

t o p o f t h e b a c k b e i n g m a r k e d w i t h l o n g i n t e r ­

r u p t e d s t r i p e s , a n d t h e s ides w i t h r o w s o f r e g u l a r 

o p e n m a r k s : t h e t h i g h s a n d l egs a r e a lso v a r i e ­

g a t e d w i t h b l a c k spo t s b u t w i t h o u t c e n t r a l s p a c e s : 

t h e b r e a s t a n d b e l l y a re w h i t i s h : t h e t a i l n o t so 

l o n g as t h e b o d y ; t h e u p p e r p a r t m a r k e d w i t h 

l a r g e b l a c k spo t s i n a n i r r e g u l a r m a n n e r , t h e 

l o w e r w i t h s m a l l e r spo ts . 
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OCELOT. 

Felis Pardalis. JF. cauda elongata, corpore maculis superioribus 
virgatis, inferioribus orbiculatis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 78. 

Longish-tailed C. with long stripe-shaped spots on the upper 
parts, and round ones on the lower. 

Felis rufa, in ventre ex albo flavicans, maculis nigris, in dorso 
longis, in ventre orbiculatis variegata. Bras. Quadr. p. 199. 

Catus Pardus, v. Catus ferus Americanorum. Raii Quadr. 169. 
Ocelot. Buff. 13. t. 35,36. 
Mexican C. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 287. 

T H E O c e l o t o r P a r d a l i s is c e r t a i n l y o n e o f t h e 

m o s t b e a u t i f u l o f t h e p r e s e n t g e n u s . I n size i t is 

a l m o s t e q u a l t o t h e J a g u a r . M r . P e n n a n t de ­

sc r ibes i t as a b o u t f o u r t i m e s t h e size o f a l a r g e 

C a t . T h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r o f t h e m a l e is a b r i g h t 

r e d d i s h t a w n y a b o v e , n e a r l y w h i t e o n t h e l o w e r 

p a r t o f t h e sides, b reas t , l i m b s , a n d b e l l y . Seve­

r a l l a r g e , l o n g , a n d v a r i o u s l y i n f l e c t e d b r o a d 

s t r i p e s , o f a d e e p e r o r r i c h e r t i n g e t h a n t h e 

g r o u n d - c o l o u r , a re d i sposed o v e r t h e u p p e r p a r t s 

o f t h e b o d y ; these s t r i pe s a re e d g e d w i t h b l a c k , 

a n d h a v e also s e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t l y s h a p e d b l a c k 

spots i n t h e m i d d l e p a r t . T h e h e a d is s t r e a k e d 

a n d s p o t t e d w i t h b l a c k ; a n d t h e u p p e r as w e l l as 

u n d e r p a r t s o f t h e l i m b s a n d t h e b e l l y m a r k e d 

i n a b e a u t i f u l m a n n e r w i t h s m a l l a n d n u m e ­

r o u s r o u n d s p o t s : t h e t a i l is p a t c h e d o r s p o t t e d 

a lso. T h e c o l o u r s o f t h e f e m a l e a re less v i v i d , 

a n d m o r e i n c l i n i n g t o a s h - c o l o u r . T h i s is a n e x ­

t r e m e l y f e r o c i o u s a n i m a l , a n d i n h a b i t s t h e h o t t e r 

p a r t s o f S o u t h A m e r i c a , w h e r e i t is s a i d t o c o m -
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m i t g r e a t r a v a g e s a m o n g c a t t l e , & c . I t is a l so 

s a i d t o b e u n t a m e a b l e i n a s t a t e o f c a p t i v i t y . I t 

is w e l l f i g u r e d i n B u f f o n . T h e p r e s e n t f i g u r e i s 

f r o m a b e a u t i f u l s p e c i m e n i n t h e L e v e r i a n M u ­

s e u m . 

C I N E R E O U S C A T . 

Cinereous Cat. Pennant Quadr. I. p. 289. 

THIS seems to be described only by Mr. Pen­

n a n t , w h o i n f o r m s us t h a t i t is a b o u t t h e size o f 

t h e O c e l o t , a n d is a n a t i v e o f G u i n e a . I t is 

o f a c i n e r e o u s c o l o u r , p a l e s t o n t h e l e g s a n d 

b e l l y ; t h e i r i d e s a r e h a z e l ; t h e t i p o f t h e n o s e 

r e d ; ea rs s h a r p a n d r o u n d e d ; b l a c k o n t h e o u t ­

s i d e , g r e y w i t h i n : f r o m t h e nose t o t h e e y e o n 

e a c h s i d e a b l a c k l i n e ; a n d a b o v e a n d b e n e a t h 

e a c h e y e a w h i t e o n e : s ides o f t h e m o u t h w h i t e , 

w i t h f o u r r o w s o f s m a l l b l a c k s p o t s : f r o m t h e 

h i n d p a r t o f t h e h e a d t o t h e b a c k a n d s h o u l d e r s 

r u n s o m e l o n g , n a r r o w , h o l l o w s t r i p e s : a l o n g t h e 

t o p o f t h e b a c k t w o r o w s o f o v a l b l a c k s p o t s : t h e 

m a r k s o f t h e s ides l o n g , h o l l o w , a n d i r r e g u l a r , 

e x t e n d i n g f r o m t h e s h o u l d e r s t o t h e t h i g h s : 

s h o u l d e r s b o t h b a r r e d a n d s p o t t e d : l e g s a n d b e l l y 

o n l y s p o t t e d : t a i l n o t so l o n g as t h e b o d y , w i t h 

l a r g e spo t s a b o v e , a n d s m a l l b e n e a t h . T h i s species 

a c c o r d i n g t o M r . P e n n a n t ' s d e s c r i p t i o n as g i v e n 

a b o v e , seems t o a p p r o a c h e x t r e m e l y n e a r t o t h e 

O c e l o t , t h e f e m a l e o f w h i c h i n c l i n e s m u c h t o 
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a s h - c o l o u r ; b u t b e i n g e x p r e s s l y s a i d t o be a n a ­

t i v e o f G u i n e a , w e c a n n o t suppose i t t h e s ame 

species. 

P U M A . 

Felis Puma. JF. cauda elongata, corpore bnmaculato fulvo, sub' 
tus albido. 

C. with long tail, and reddish-brown body, whitish beneath. 
Felis concolor. F. cauda elongata, corpore immaculato fulvo. 

Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 79. 
Tigris fulvus. Barrere Fr. cequin. p. 166. 
Puma, v. Leo Americanus. Hernand. mex. p. 518. 
Cougouar. Buff. 9. p. 216.pl. 19. 
Puma. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 289. 

THE Puma is the largest of the American beasts 

o f p r e y , m e a s u r i n g five f e e t o r m o r e f r o m nose 

t o t a i l ; t h e t a i l i t s e l f m e a s u r i n g a b o u t t w o f e e t 

e i g h t i n c h e s . I t is a l o n g - b o d i e d a n i m a l , a n d 

s t ands h i g h o n i t s l egs . I t s c o l o u r is a p a l e 

b r o w n i s h - r e d , w i t h a s l i g h t d u s k y cas t o n s o m e 

p a r t s : t h e c h i n is w h i t e ; t h e b r e a s t a n d b e l l y ash-

c o l o u r ; a n d t h e i n s ides o f t h e l egs a r e o f t h e 

s ame c o l o u r : t h e t a i l o f a d u s k y - f e r r u g i n o u s t i n g e , 

w i t h a b l a c k t i p . I t is a n a t i v e o f m a n y p a r t s o f 

A m e r i c a , b o t h N o r t h a n d S o u t h , o c c u r r i n g f r o m 

C a n a d a t o B r a s i l . T h e P u m a is a n a n i m a l o f 

g r e a t s t r e n g t h a n d fierceness, p r e y i n g o n c a t t l e , 

deer , & c . S o m e t i m e s i t is s a i d t o c l i m b t rees , 

a n d w a t c h t h e o p p o r t u n i t y o f s p r i n g i n g o n s u c h 

a n i m a l s as h a p p e n t o pass b e n e a t h . 
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B L A C K T I G E R . 

Felis Discolor. F. cauda elongata, corpore nigro, subtus albido. 
C. wi th long ta i l , and body black above, whitish below. 
Felis cauda elongata, corpore potissimum nigro. Lin. Syst. Nat. 

Gmel. p. 79. 
Felis nigra. Erxleb. syst. mammal, p. 512. 
Le Cougouar noir. B u f f , suppl. 3. p. 113.pl. 42. 
Jaguar or Black Tiger. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 290. pi. 58. 

THIS, like the former species, is a native of 

A m e r i c a , a n d is c o n s i d e r e d as a v e r y d e s t r u c t i v e 

a n d f e r o c i o u s a n i m a l . I t is a b o u t t h e size o f a 

h e i f e r o f a y e a r o l d ; a n d is e n t i r e l y o f a d e e p 

b r o w n i s h - b l a c k c o l o u r o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s , a n d 

p a l e g r e y o r w h i t i s h b e n e a t h : t h e u p p e r l i p a n d 

t h e p a w s a r e a l so w h i t i s h : t h e t a i l is o f t h e s a m e 

d u s k y c o l o u r w i t h t h e b o d y . 

M A R G A V . 

Felis Tigrina. F. cauda elongata, corpore fulvo nigro striato 
maculatoque, subtus albido. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 80. 

C. wi th long tail and fulvous body striped and spotted with 

black, whitish beneath. 
Felis ex griseo flavescens, maculis nigris variegata. Briss. 

Quadr. i.p. 193. 
Felis fera tigrina. Barr. Fr. equin. p. 152. 
Mergay. B u f f . 13. p. 248. pi. 38. 
Cayenne Cat. Pennant Quadr. J.p. 191. 

THE Margav is a native of South America, and 

is a b o u t t h e s ize o f a c o m m o n C a t . T h e g r o u n d ­

c o l o u r is a b r i g h t t a w n y : t h e f a c e s t r i p e d d o w n -
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w a r d s , w i t h b l a c k ; t h e s h o u l d e r s a n d b o d y m a r k e d 

b o t h w i t h s t r ipes a n d l a r g e o b l o n g b l a c k s p o t s ; o n 

t h e l egs t h e spots are s m a l l : t h e b r e a s t , b e l l y , a n d 

i n s i d e s o f t h e l i m b s , a re w h i t i s h : t h e t a i l is l o n g , 

a n d m a r k e d w i t h b l a c k , g r e y , a n d f u l v o u s . I t 

res ides p r i n c i p a l l y o n t r ees , p r e y i n g o n b i r d s : i t 

is s a i d t o b r e e d i n t h e h o l l o w s o f t rees , a n d t o 

b r i n g b u t t w o y o u n g a t a b i r t h . I t is v e r y f i e r c e 

a n d u n t a m e a b l e . 

C A P E C A T . 

Felis Capensis. F. cauda subelongata fusca ?iigro maculata, cor­
pore fulvo supra maculis virgatis infra orbicularibus, auriculis 
nudis macula lunata alba. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 81. 

Fulvous Cat, with subelongated tail annulated with black; the 
body marked with black stripes above; with roundish and 
lunated black spots on the other parts, and a lunated white 
bar on the ears. 

Cape Cat. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 291. 
Felis Capensis. Cape Cat. Miller Cimelia Pliysica. pi. 39. 

THIS elegant species inhabits the neighbour­

h o o d o f t h e C a p e o f G o o d H o p e , a n d is d e s c r i b e d 

i n t h e P h i l o s o p h i c a l T r a n s a c t i o n s , v o l . 71? b y D r . 

F o r s t e r . I n i t s m a n n e r s i t seems e x t r e m e l y t o 

r e s e m b l e t h e c o m m o n C a t ; f r e q u e n t i n g trees^ a n d 

p r e y i n g o n t h e s m a l l e r a n i m a l s . T h e s p e c i m e n 

d e s c r i b e d b y D r . F o r s t e r was n o t m o r e t h a n n i n e 

m o n t h s o l d , a n d h a d b e e n t a k e n q u i t e y o u n g . I t 

was p e r f e c t l y t a m e a n d g e n t l e , a n d h a d a l l t h e 

a c t i o n s a n d m a n n e r s o f a d o m e s t i c C a t . D r . 

F o r s t e r i m a g i n e s i t t o be t h e s ame species w i t h 
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t h e ' N n u s s i d e s c r i b e d b y L a b a t , w h o c a l l s i t a 

s o r t o f w i l d C a t o f t h e s ize o f a D o g , w i t h a c o a t 

s t r i p e d a n d v a r i e d l i k e t h a t o f a T i g e r . T h e 

l e n g t h o f a s k i n m e a s u r e d b y M r . P e n n a n t w a s 

n e a r t h r e e f e e t f r o m n o s e t o t a i l ; b u t D r . F o r s t e r s 

s p e c i m e n seems t o h a v e b e e n m u c h s m a l l e r . T h e 

h e a d , h o w e v e r , f i g u r e d i n M r . M i l l e r ' s p l a t e seems 

t o a g r e e w i t h t h e s ize m e n t i o n e d b y M r . P e n n a n t . 

M r . M i l l e r ' s figure r e p r e s e n t s t h i s a n i m a l e x ­

t r e m e l y b r i l l i a n t i n c o l o u r , v i z . o f t h e b r i g h t e s t 

f u l v o u s y e l l o w , w i t h j e t - b l a c k s t r i p e s a n d s p o t s : t h e 

c h i n , t h r o a t , a n d b r e a s t , p a l e a s h - c o l o u r : a l o n g 

t h e b a c k a r e b l a c k s t r i p e s : o n t h e s ides o f t h e 

n e c k , a n d o n t h e b r e a s t , n u m e r o u s s m a l l c r e s c e n t -

s h a p e d spo t s p o i n t i n g u p w a r d s : o n t h e l e g s n u ­

m e r o u s r o u n d i s h s p o t s ; a n d t h e t a i l v e r y s t r o n g l y 

a n d d i s t i n c t l y a n n u l a t e d w i t h b l a c k a n d y e l l o w . 

B E N G A L C A T . 

Bengal Cat. Pennant Quadr. i. p. 292. 

THIS, which is described by Mr. Pennant from 

a l i v i n g s p e c i m e n , is r a t h e r less t h a n a c o m m o n 

C a t , a n d m o r e e l e g a n t l y m a d e . C o l o u r o f t h e 

h e a d , u p p e r j a w , a n d sides o f t h e n e c k , b a c k , a n d 

s ides , a b e a u t i f u l p a l e y e l l o w i s h - b r o w n : t h e h e a d 

a n d f a c e s t r i p e d d o w n w a r d s w i t h b l a c k : a l o n g 

t h e b a c k t h r e e r o w s o f s h o r t s t r i p e s o f t h e s ame 

c o l o u r , p o i n t i n g t o w a r d s t h e t a i l : b e h i n d e a c h 

s h o u l d e r , t o t h e b e l l y , is a b l a c k l i n e : c h i n a n d 

v . 1. P . 1 1 . 2 4 
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t h r o a t w h i t e , s u r r o u n d e d w i t h a s e m i c i r c l e o f 

b l a c k : breas t , b e l l y , a n d i n s i d e o f l i m b s , w h i t e : 

t h e spots o n t h o s e p a r t s , t h e l egs , a n d r u m p , 

r o u n d : t a i l l o n g , f u l l o f h a i r , b r o w n a n d a n n u -

l a t e d w i t h b l a c k . 

N a t i v e o f B e n g a l . T h i s a n i m a l p r o d u c e d a 

m i x e d b r e e d w i t h t h e c o m m o n C a t ; t h e o f f s p r i n g 

b e i n g m a r k e d i n a n e a r l y s i m i l a r m a n n e r , b u t o n 

a c i n e r e o u s g r o u n d . T h i s species has n o d r e a d 

o f w a t e r , b u t w i l l r e a d i l y p l u n g e i n t o i t a n d s w i m . 

M A N U L . 

Felis Manul. F. cauda elongata, nigro-anmdata, capite punctis et 
fasciis duabus lateralibus nigris insignito. Lin. Syst. Nat. 
Gmel. p. 81 . Pall. itin. 3. p. 692. 

C. with elongated tail annulated with black, and the head 
marked with spots and two lateral bands of black. 

Manul . Pennant Quadr. i.p. 294. 

THIS species inhabits the middle part of north­

e r n A s i a , a n d was first d e s c r i b e d b y D r . Pa l l a s . 

I t is o f t h e size o f a F o x , a n d is o f a s t r o n g a n d 

r o b u s t m a k e . I t s c o l o u r is t a w n y , b u t t h e c r o w n 

o f t h e h e a d is s p e c k l e d w i t h b l a c k , a n d t h e c h e e k s 

a re m a r k e d b y t w o d u s k y l i n e s r u n n i n g o b l i q u e l y 

f r o m t h e e y e s : t h e f e e t a re s t r i p e d o b s c u r e l y w i t h 

d a r k l i n e s : t h e t a i l is l o n g e r t h a n t h a t o f a d o ­

m e s t i c C a t , a n d is t h i c k l y bese t w i t h h a i r , a n d 

e n c i r c l e d w i t h t e n b l a c k r i n g s , o f w h i c h t h e t h r e e 

n e x t t o t h e t i p a re p l a c e d so n e a r as a l m o s t t o 

t o u c h e a c h o t h e r . 
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Felis Catus F. cauda elongata fusco-annulata, corpore fasciis 
nigricantibus; dorsalibus longitudinalibus tnbus, lateralibus spi-
ralibus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 62. 

Yellowish-grey C. wi th dusky bands; three on the back longi­
tudinal; the lateral ones spiral; the tail barred with dusky 
rings. 

Felis vulgo Catus. Gesn. Quadr. 98. Aldr. dig. 564. 
Felis pilis ex fusco-flavicante et albido variegatis, cauda annulis 

alternatim nigris et ex sordide albo flavicantibus. Briss. 
Quadr. 192. 

Le Chat sauvage, &c. &cc. Buff. 6. p. 1. pi. 1, 2, Src. 
Common Cat. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 295. 

THE Cat, in a state of natural wildness, and 

f r o m w h i c h a r e s u p p o s e d t o h a v e p r o c e e d e d a l l t h e 

v a r i e t i e s o f t h e d o m e s t i c C a t , is a n a t i v e o f t h e 

n o r t h e r n r e g i o n s o f E u r o p e a n d A s i a . I n t h i s i t s 

n a t u r a l s t a t e i t d i f f e r s i n s o m e s l i g h t p a r t i c u l a r s 

f r o m t h e d o m e s t i c a n i m a l , h a v i n g a s o m e w h a t 

s h o r t e r t a i l i n p r o p o r t i o n , a f l a t t e r a n d l a r g e r 

h e a d , a n d s t r o n g e r l i m b s ; a n d , f r o m a n e x a c t 

a n a t o m i c a l i n s p e c t i o n o f i t s i n t e r i o r p a r t s , i t a p ­

pea r s t h a t t h e i n t e s t i n e s a r e s o m e w h a t s h o r t e r 

t h a n t h o s e o f t h e d o m e s t i c C a t . T h e c o l o u r o f 

t h e w i l d C a t is c o m m o n l y a p a l e y e l l o w i s h - g r e y , 

w i t h d u s k y s t r i p e s a n d v a r i e g a t i o n s ; t h o s e o n t h e 

b a c k r u n n i n g l e n g t h w i s e , t h o s e o n t h e s ides 

t r a n s v e r s e l y a n d w i t h a c u r v e d d i r e c t i o n : t h e t a i l 

is a n n u l a t e d w i t h s e v e r a l a l t e r n a t e c i r c l e s o f 

b l a c k i s h - b r o w n a n d d u l l w h i t e : t h e t i p o f t h e 

nose a n d t h e l i p s a re b l a c k . E v e n w i l d C a t s , 

h o w e v e r , a p p e a r t o d i f f e r i n t h e i r shades o f 
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c o l o u r i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f E u r o p e . M r . S c h r e ­

b e r i n h i s p l a t e o f q u a d r u p e d s , f i g u r e s a s p e c i m e n 

o f a p r e t t y deep t a w n y c o l o u r , v a r i e d w i t h b l a c k 

o r d e e p - b r o w n s t r e a k s , so t h a t t h e a n i m a l has v e r y 

m u c h t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a T i g e r i n m i n i a t u r e ; 

w h i l e o n a n o t h e r p l a t e h e has e x h i b i t e d o n e , c o m ­

m u n i c a t e d b y D r . Pa l l a s , o f a p a l e g r e y w i t h b l a c k 

o r d a r k - b r o w n v a r i e g a t i o n s . 

T h e m a n n e r s o f t h e w i l d c a t r e s e m b l e t h o s e o f 

t h e L y n x , a n d s e v e r a l o t h e r s o f t h i s g e n u s ; l i v i n g 

i n w o o d s , a n d p r e y i n g o n y o u n g ha res , o n b i r d s , 

a n d a v a r i e t y o f o t h e r a n i m a l s , w h i c h i t seizes b y 

s u r p r i s e . I t b r eeds i n t h e h o l l o w s o f t rees , a n d 

p r o d u c e s a b o u t f o u r a t a b i r t h . " T h e w i l d C a t 

(says M r . P e n n a n t ) m a y b e c a l l e d t h e B r i t i s h 

T i g e r ; i t is t h e f i e r c e s t a n d m o s t d e s t r u c t i v e beas t 

w e h a v e ; m a k i n g d r e a d f u l h a v o c k a m o n g o u r 

p o u l t r y , l a m b s , a n d k i d s . I t i n h a b i t s t h e m o s t 

m o u n t a i n o u s a n d w o o d y p a r t s o f these i s l ands , l i v ­

i n g m o s t l y i n t r ees , a n d f e e d i n g o n l y b y n i g h t . I t 

m u l t i p l i e s as f a s t as o u r c o m m o n C a t s ; a n d o f t e n 

t h e f e m a l e s o f t h e l a t t e r w i l l q u i t t h e i r d o m e s t i c 

m a t e s , a n d r e t u r n h o m e p r e g n a n t b y t h e f o r m e r . " 

T h e v a r i e t i e s o f t h i s a n i m a l i n a d o m e s t i c s t a t e 

a r e v e r y n u m e r o u s ; i t is e i t h e r e n t i r e l y b l a c k ; 

b l a c k a n d w h i t e ; b l a c k , f u l v o u s , a n d w h i t e ( c a l l e d 

t h e T o r t o i s e - s h e l l o r S p a n i s h C a t ) ; w h i t e w i t h o u t 

a n y v a r i e g a t i o n ; f u l v o u s a n d w h i t e ; d u n - c o l o u r 

o r t a w n y , e i t h e r p l a i n o r w i t h d e e p e r s t r i p e s ; t a b ­

b y , o r o f a s i m i l a r c o l o u r t o t h e w i l d C a t , b u t 

w i t h m u c h b o l d e r o r m o r e v i v i d v a r i e g a t i o n s • 

s l a t e - c o l o u r e d o r b l u e - g r e y ( c a l l e d t h e C h a r t r e u x 
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C a t ) ; s l a t e - c o l o u r e d w i t h v e r y l o n g f u r , e s p e c i a l l y 

o n t h e n e c k a n d t a i l ( t h e P e r s i a n C a t ) ; w h i t e , 

w i t h h a i r o f a s i m i l a r l e n g t h ( c a l l e d t h e A n g o r a 

C a t ) ; a n d , l a s t l y , w i t h p e n c i l e d o r t u f t e d ears , 

l i k e a L y n x , w h i c h s o m e t i m e s , t h o u g h r a r e l y , t a k e s 

p l a c e . O f a l l t h e a b o v e v a r i e t i e s t h e P e r s i a n a n d 

t h e A n g o r a a r e t h e m o s t r e m a r k a b l e : t h e l a t t e r 

v a r i e t y has s o m e t i m e s o n e e y e b l u e , t h e o t h e r y e l ­

l o w ; a p a r t i c u l a r i t y w h i c h t a k e s p l a c e i n s o m e 

s p e c i m e n s o f t h e c o m m o n w h i t e C a t ; i t is a l so o b ­

s e r v a b l e t h a t t h e w h i t e v a r i e t y o f t h e C a t is s o m e ­

t i m e s p e r f e c t l y d e a f . 

T o e n l a r g e o n t h e c h a r a c t e r a n d m a n n e r s o f 

t h i s u s e f u l a n d a g r e e a b l e d o m e s t i c w o u l d b e e n ­

t i r e l y s u p e r f l u o u s . I t m a y b e s u f f i c i e n t t o o b ­

s e r v e , t h a t , w h e n w e l l e d u c a t e d , t h e C a t possesses 

q u a l i t i e s w h i c h w e l l e n t i t l e h e r t o t h e r e g a r d a n d 

p r o t e c t i o n o f m a n k i n d ; a n d i f she does n o t e x ­

h i b i t t h e v i v i d a n d a n i m a t e d a t t a c h m e n t o f t h e 

D o g , she is s t i l l o f a n a f f e c t i o n a t e a n d g e n t l e d i s ­

p o s i t i o n , a n d g r a t e f u l t o h e r b e n e f a c t o r s . 

She has a lso t h e m e r i t o f p e r p e t u a l c l e a n l i n e s s , 

a n d does n o t s o i l e v e n t h e n i c e s t f u r n i t u r e ; w h i l e 

h e r n u m e r o u s a n d i n f i n i t e l y v a r y i n g g e s t i c u l a t i o n s 

h a v e a n e l e g a n c e a n d l e v i t y a l m o s t u n e q u a l l e d b y 

a n y o t h e r a n i m a l . 

A s i n g u l a r i n s t a n c e o f a t t a c h m e n t i n t h e C a t , 

is r e c o r d e d i n M r . P e n n a n t ' s A c c o u n t o f L o n d o n . 

H e n r y W r i o t h s l y , E a r l o f S o u t h a m p t o n , t h e f r i e n d 

a n d c o m p a n i o n o f t h e E a r l o f E s s e x i n h i s f a t a l 

i n s u r r e c t i o n , h a v i n g b e e n c o n f i n e d s o m e t i m e i n 
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t h e T o w e r , was s u r p r i s e d b y a v i s i t f r o m h i s f a ­

v o u r i t e C a t , w h i c h , says t r a d i t i o n , r e a c h e d i t s 

m a s t e r , b y d e s c e n d i n g t h e c h i m n e y o f h i s a p a r t ­

m e n t . 

N o a n i m a l , w h o s e h a b i t s a n d m a n n e r s w e h a v e 

t h e o p p o r t u n i t y o f a c c u r a t e l y o b s e r v i n g , e x h i b i t s 

a g r e a t e r d e g r e e o f m a t e r n a l t e n d e r n e s s t h a n t h e 

C a t : t h e e x t r e m e a s s i d u i t y w i t h w h i c h she a t ­

t e n d s h e r y o u n g , a n d t h e f o n d n e s s w h i c h she 

shews f o r t h e m , a f f o r d t h e m o s t p l e a s i n g e n t e r t a i n ­

m e n t t o a p h i l o s o p h i c o b s e r v e r . She e v e n pos­

sesses a p r o p e n s i t y t o n u r s e w i t h t e n d e r n e s s t h e 

y o u n g o f a d i f f e r e n t i n d i v i d u a l ; a n d i t is a g e n e ­

r a l o b s e r v a t i o n , the t a d o m e s t i c C a t w i l l c o m ­

m o n l y s u c k l e a n d n u r s e a n y y o u n g k i t t e n t h a t is 

n e w l y i n t r o d u c e d t o h e r . 

N o t h i n g c a n be m o r e b e a u t i f u l t h a n t h e e x p e ­

r i m e n t o f s e t t i n g a y o u n g C a t , f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e , 

b e f o r e a l o o k i n g - g l a s s . T h e a n i m a l appears sur ­

p r i s e d a n d p leased w i t h t h e r e s e m b l a n c e , a n d 

m a k e s s e v e r a l a t t e m p t s a t t o u c h i n g i t s n e w ac­

q u a i n t a n c e ; a n d , a t l e n g t h , f i n d i n g i t s e f f o r t s 

f r u i t l e s s , i t l o o k s b e h i n d t h e g lass , a n d appears 

h i g h l y s u r p r i s e d a t t h e absence o f t h e f i g u r e : i t 

a g a i n v i e w s i t s e l f ; t r i e s t o t o u c h w i t h i t s f o o t ; 

s u d d e n l y l o o k i n g a t i n t e r v a l s b e h i n d t h e g l a s s : i t 

t h e n b e c o m e s m o r e a c c u r a t e i n i t s o b s e r v a t i o n s , 

a n d b e g i n s , as i t w e r e , t o m a k e e x p e r i m e n t s , b y 

s t r e t c h i n g o u t i t s h a n d i n d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s ; 

a n d w h e n i t f i n d s t h a t these m o t i o n s a r e a n s w e r e d 

i n e v e r y r e s p e c t b y t h e f i g u r e i n t h e glass , i t 
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seems , a t l e n g t h , t o b e c o n v i n c e d o f t h e r e a l n a ­

t u r e o f t h e i m a g e . T h e s a m e is t h e case w i t h t h e 

D o g a t a n e a r l y a g e . 

T h e C a t g e n e r a l l y l i v e s i n h a b i t s o f f r i e n d s h i p 

w i t h t h e o t h e r d o m e s t i c a n i m a l s ; t h e c o n t r a r y i n ­

s t ances a r i s i n g e n t i r e l y f r o m n e g l e c t o f e a r l y e d u ­

c a t i o n # 

T h e s leep o f t h e C a t , w h i c h is g e n e r a l l y v e r y 

l i g h t , is s o m e t i m e s so p r o f o u n d t h a t t h e a n i m a l 

r e q u i r e s t o b e s h a k e n p r e t t y b r i s k l y b e f o r e i t c a n 

be a w a k e n e d : t h i s p a r t i c u l a r i t y t a k e s p l a c e c h i e f l y 

i n t h e d e p t h o f w i n t e r , a n d e s p e c i a l l y o n t h e a p ­

p r o a c h o f s n o w y w e a t h e r : a t s u c h p e r i o d s a l so , as 

w e l l as a t s o m e o t h e r s , t h e a n i m a l d i f f u s e s a f r a ­

g r a n t s m e l l , s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t o f c l o v e s . 

T h e f u r o f t h e C a t , b e i n g g e n e r a l l y c l e a n a n d 

d r y , r e a d i l y y i e l d s e l e c t r i c s p a r k s w h e n r u b ­

b e d ; a n d i f a c l e a n a n d p e r f e c t l y d r y d o m e s t i c 

C a t b e p l a c e d , i n f r o s t y w e a t h e r , o n a s t o o l w i t h 

g l ass f e e t , o r i n s u l a t e d b y a n y o t h e r m e a n s , a n d 

r u b b e d f o r a c e r t a i n space , i n c o n t a c t w i t h t h e 

w i r e o f a c o a t e d v i a l , i t w i l l b e e f f e c t u a l l y c h a r g e d 

b y t h i s m e t h o d . 

* We might here mention the well-known anecdote of the 
French lady, who taught her Cat, Dog, Mouse, and Bird, to feed 
together f rom the same plate. 



3 6 8 

J A P A N C A T . 

Japan Cat. Pennant Quadr. i. p. 297. 
Chat sauvage Indien. Vosmaer. 

THIS is said to be of the size of a common Cat, 

a n d has a t a i l t e n i n c h e s a n d a h a l f l o n g : t h e ears 

a r e u p r i g h t a n d p o i n t e d : c o l o u r o f t h e f a c e a n d 

l o w e r p a r t o f t h e neck , w h i t i s h : b r e a s t a n d l o w e r 

b e l l y a c l e a r g r e y : b o d y p a r t y e l l o w a n d c l e a r 

g r e y , m i x e d w i t h b l a c k d i s p o s e d i n t r a n s v e r s e 

r a y s . A l o n g t h e b a c k , q u i t e t o t h e t a i l , is a 

b r o a d b a n d o f b l a c k , w h i c h a lso e x t e n d s o v e r t h e 

u p p e r p a r t o f t h e t a i l : t h e l o w e r p a r t is s e m i - a n -

n u l a t e d w i t h b l a c k a n d g r e y . I t s c r y is s a i d t o 

r e s e m b l e t h e m e w i n g o f a g r e a t C a t . I c a n n o t 

b u t obse rve , t h a t t h i s a n i m a l , d e s c r i b e d b y M r . 

P e n n a n t f r o m V o s m a e r , seems t o b e v e r y n e a r l y 

a l l i e d t o t h e g r e y v a r i e t y o f w i l d C a t figured b y 

M r . S c h r e b e r a t p l a t e 107- A . a. o f h i s w o r k o n 

q u a d r u p e d s . 

G U I G N A . 

Felis Guigna. Molina Chili. 275. 
Guigna Cat. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 299. 

THIS, which is described by Molina, in his ac­

c o u n t o f C h i l i , is o f t h e size o f a c o m m o n C a t , 

a n d i n h a b i t s f o r e s t s . I t s c o l o u r is t a w n y , m a r k e d 
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w i t h r o u n d b l a c k s p o t s five l i n e s i n d i a m e t e r , e x ­

t e n d i n g a l o n g t h e b a c k t o t h e t a i l . 

C O L O R O L O . 

Felis Corololo. Molina Chili, p. 275. 
Corololo. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 299. 

THIS also is described by Molina. Like the 

f o r m e r spec ies i t i n h a b i t s t h e f o r e s t s , a n d p r e y s 

o n b i r d s a n d m i c e , a n d is s a i d s o m e t i m e s t o i n ­

f e s t p o u l t r y y a r d s . I t s c o l o u r is w h i t e , m a r k e d 

w i t h i r r e g u l a r spo t s o f b l a c k a n d y e l l o w : t h e t a i l 

e n c i r c l e d w i t h b l a c k q u i t e t o t h e p o i n t . T h e 

h e a d a n d t a i l i n t h i s a n d t h e p r e c e d i n g a n i m a l 

a r e l a r g e r i n p r o p o r t i o n t h a n i n t h e c o m m o n C a t . 

S E R V A L . 

Felis Serval. F. cauda subabbreviata, corpore supra fusco maculis 
nigris, orbitis ventreque albis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 82. 

Tawny-brown shortish-tailed C. whitish beneath, wi th the or­
bits of the eyes white, and the body marked wi th roundish 
dusky spots. 

Chat-Pard. Mem. pour servir a Vhist. des anim. i.p. 110. 
Le Serval. B u f f . 13. p. 233.pl. 34. 
Serval. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 301. 

THE Serval is a native of India and Tibet, and 

is a n e x t r e m e l y fierce a n d r a p a c i o u s a n i m a l . I t 

r e s ides p r i n c i p a l l y a m o n g t r e e s ; l e a p i n g w i t h g r e a t 

a g i l i t y f r o m o n e t r e e t o a n o t h e r , a n d p u r s u i n g 

http://233.pl
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b i r d s , & c . T h i s species appears t o h a v e b e e n 

f i r s t d e s c r i b e d b y t h e F r e n c h A c a d e m i c i a n s i n 

t h e i r w o r k e n t i t l e d Manoires pour servir a rHis-

toire des Animaux. T h e s p e c i m e n t h e r e d e s c r i b e d 

m e a s u r e d t w o f e e t a n d a h a l f f r o m t h e nose t o 

t h e t a i l , w h i c h was e i g h t i n c h e s l o n g . I t s shape 

t h i c k a n d s t r o n g : i t s g e n e r a l c o l o u r was f o x - r e d 

o r f e r r u g i n o u s , w i t h t h e t h r o a t , a b d o m e n , a n d i n -

sides o f t h e l egs , y e l l o w i s h - w h i t e : i t was s p o t t e d a l ­

m o s t a l l o v e r w i t h b l a c k ; t h e spots b e i n g o f a l o n g 

f o r m o n t h e b a c k , a n d r o u n d o n t h e sides, b e l l y , 

a n d l egs , w h e r e t h e y w e r e p r o p o r t i o n a l l y s m a l l e r 

a n d m o r e n u m e r o u s . T h e s p e c i m e n d e s c r i b e d a n d 

f i g u r e d i n t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n s N a t u r a l H i s t o r y 

d i f f e r e d o n l y i n a v e r y f e w p a r t i c u l a r s , so s l i g h t 

as t o l e a v e n o d o u b t o f t h e i d e n t i t y o f t h e species. 

I t was e x c e s s i v e l y f i e r c e a n d u n t a m e a b l e . 

A M E R I C A N S E R V A L . 

Chat Sauvagc de la Caroline. Buff, suppl. 3. p. 226. 
Mountain Lynx. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 300. 

IT is to this animal, and not to the preceding, 

t h a t M r . P e n n a n t app l i e s t h e s y n o n y m o f Chat-

Pard, a n d supposes i t t o h a v e b e e n t h e species de ­

s c r i b e d b y t h e F r e n c h a c a d e m i c i a n s o f t h e l a s t 

c e n t u r y . I t has (says M r . P e n n a n t ) u p r i g h t 

p o i n t e d ears , m a r k e d w i t h t w o b r o w n t r a n s v e r s e 

b a r s : c o l o u r o f t h e h e a d a n d w h o l e u p p e r p a r t o f 

t h e b o d y r e d d i s h - b r o w n , m a r k e d w i t h l o n g n a r -
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r o w s t r i p e s o n t h e b a c k , a n d w i t h n u m e r o u s r o u n d 

s m a l l spo t s o n t h e l e g s a n d s i d e s ; t h e b e l l y is 

w h i t i s h , a n d t h e c h i n o f a p u r e w h i t e : t h e t a i l is 

b a r r e d w i t h b l a c k : t h e l e n g t h o f t h e a n i m a l is t w o 

f e e t a n d a h a l f . I t i n h a b i t s N o r t h A m e r i c a . 

M r . P . a d d s , t h a t i t g r o w s v e r y f a t , a n d is c o n s i ­

d e r e d as a m i l d a n d g e n t l e a n i m a l . T h e species 

m e n t i o n e d b y B u f f o n , u n d e r t h e t i t l e o f C h a t 

s a u v a g e d e l a C a r o l i n e , is s u p p o s e d b y M r . P e n ­

n a n t t o b e t h e s a m e a n i m a l ; i t is d e s c r i b e d b y 

B u f f o n f r o m a c o l o u r e d d r a w i n g c o m m u n i c a t e d t o 

h i m b y M r . P e t e r C o l l i n s o n , a n d is s a i d t o b e o f 

t h e s ize o f a c o m m o n C a t , a n d o f a c l e a r b r o w n 

c o l o u r m i x e d w i t h g r e y , a n d s t r i p e d o n t h e b a c k 

a n d s ides w i t h l o n g i t u d i n a l m a r k s o f b l a c k a l o n g 

i t s w h o l e l e n g t h , f r o m h e a d t o t a i l : t h e t a i l w a s 

a n n u l a t e d w i t h b l a c k a n d w h i t e , a n d t h e a b d o ­

m e n p a l e , a n d s p o t t e d w i t h b l a c k : t h e l egs w e r e 

a l so s p o t t e d ; a n d o n e a c h s ide t h e nose b e n e a t h 

t h e eyes was a l a r g e b l a c k s p o t . 

Far ? 

In the same volume of his supplement, Mr. 

B u f f o n g i v e s a figure o f a n a n i m a l o f t h i s t r i b e 

u n d e r t h e n a m e o f Chat sauvage de la Nowoelle 

Espagne. I t is s a i d t o b e f o u r f e e t l o n g f r o m 

n o s e t o t a i l : i t s eyes r a t h e r s m a l l , a n d i t s t a i l r a ­

t h e r s h o r t : i t s c o l o u r a b l u e i s h - g r e y , s l i g h t l y 

s p e c k l e d w i t h b l a c k i s h : i t s h a i r coa r se , a n d s u f f i ­

c i e n t l y s t r o n g f o r p a i n t e r s ' p e n c i l s w i t h a firm 

p o i n t . A c c o r d i n g t o B u f f o n ' s figure o f t h i s a n i -
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m a l , t h e t a i l seems r a t h e r l o n g e r t h a n i n t h e f o r ­

m e r , a n d w i t h o u t t h e leas t a p p e a r a n c e o f bars . 

M r . P e n n a n t c o n s i d e r s t h i s as a d i s t i n c t species, 

u n d e r t h e n a m e o f New Spain Cat. 

CHAUS. 

Felis Chaus. F. cauda mediocri, apicem versus annulata, apice 
ipsa nigra, corpore reliquo ex fuscescente luteo, auriculis extus 
brunneis apice nigro barbatis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 82. 
Guldenstedt nov. comm. petrop. 1775. p. 483. t. 14, 15. 

Brownish-yellow C. with moderately short tail , annulated to­
wards the t ip, with the tip itself black, and the ears brown, 
bearded with black at the tips. 

Caspian Lynx. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 304. 

THIS species was first described by Professor 

G u l d e n s t e d t i n t h e P e t e r s b u r g h T r a n s a c t i o n s . I t 

is a n i n h a b i t a n t o f t h e w o o d y a n d m a r s h y t r a c t s 

t h a t b o r d e r o n t h e w e s t e r n s ide o f t h e C a s p i a n 

Sea, a n d i n t h e P e r s i a n p r o v i n c e s o f Ghilan a n d 

Masenderan, a n d is f r e q u e n t a b o u t t h e m o u t h o f 

t h e Kur, t h e a n c i e n t Cyrus. I n m a n n e r s , v o i c e , 

a n d f o o d , i t agrees w i t h t h e w i l d C a t . I t s g e n e ­

r a l l e n g t h is a b o u t t w o f e e t s i x i n c h e s f r o m t h e 

n o s e t o t h e t a i l ; b u t i t has b e e n k n o w n t o m e a ­

s u r e t h r e e f e e t : t h e t a i l r e a c h e s o n l y t o t h e flexure 

o f t h e legs . T h e c o l o u r o f t h i s species is a d u s k y 

y e l l o w i s h - b r o w n ; t h e b r e a s t a n d b e l l y m u c h 

b r i g h t e r , o r m o r e i n c l i n i n g t o o r a n g e - c o l o u r : t h e 

t a i l is t i p p e d w i t h b l a c k , a n d has t h r e e o b s c u r e 

b l a c k b a r s a t s o m e d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e t i p ; a n d o n 
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t h e i n s i d e o f t h e l e g s , n e a r t h e b e n d o f t h e k n e e , 

a r e t w o d u s k y b a r s : t h e ea rs a r e t u f t e d w i t h b l a c k 

h a i r s . 

B A Y L Y N X . 

Felis Rufa. F. cauda abbreviata, subtus et apice alba, corpore 
rufo fusco maculato, auriculis apice barbatis. Lin. Syst. Nat. 
Gmel. p. 82. 

Short-tailed bay C. obscurely spotted with black; wi th the tail 
white beneath and at the t ip , and the ears bearded at the tips. 

Bay L inx . Pennant Quadr. i.p. 303. 

THIS species is about twice the size of a large 

C a t , a n d is a n a t i v e o f N o r t h A m e r i c a . I t s c o ­

l o u r is a b r i g h t b a y , o b s c u r e l y m a r k e d w i t h s m a l l 

d u s k y s p o t s ; t h e u p p e r a n d u n d e r l i p , t h r o a t , a n d 

w h o l e u n d e r s ides o f t h e b o d y a n d l i m b s , a r e 

w h i t e . F r o m b e n e a t h e a c h e y e t h r e e c u r v e d 

b l a c k i s h s t r i p e s pass d o w n t h e c h e e k s : t h e u p p e r 

p a r t o f t h e i n s i d e o f t h e f o r e l e g s is m a r k e d b y 

t w o b l a c k b a r s : t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e t a i l is 

m a r k e d w i t h f o u r o r five d u s k y b a r s , a n d t h a t 

n e x t t h e t i p is b l a c k : t h e ears a r e s h a r p - p o i n t e d 

a n d t u f t e d w i t h l o n g b l a c k h a i r s . T h i s a n i m a l 

w a s first d e s c r i b e d b y G u l d e n s t e d t . T h e h a i r is 

s h o r t e r a n d s m o o t h e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e c o m m o n 

L y n x . 
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C A R A C A L . 

Felis Caracal. F. cauda subabbreviata, et omni corpore nnicolore 
ex fuscescente brunneo, auriculis extus nigris, apice barbatis. 
Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 82. 

Reddish-brown shortish-tailed C. with the ears externally black, 
and tipped with long black hairs. 

Siyah Gush. Charleton, ex. 21. 
Le Caracal. Buff. 9. p. 262. pi. 24. 
Persian Lynx. Pennant Quadr. 1. p. 305. 

THE Caracal or Persian Lynx is a native both 

o f A s i a a n d A f r i c a ; a n d i t is s a i d t h a t i n s o m e 

p a r t s o f P e r s i a i t is t a m e d a n d m a d e use o f i n t h e 

chase . I t is a n a n i m a l o f g r e a t s t r e n g t h a n d 

f i e r c e n e s s : D r . C h a r l e t o n m e n t i o n s o n e w h i c h 

k i l l e d a h o u n d a n d t o r e i t i n p ieces i n a n i n s t a n t , 

n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e v i g o r o u s d e f e n c e m a d e b y 

t h e D o g . I t is u sed n o t o n l y i n t h e chase o f t h e 

s m a l l e r q u a d r u p e d s , b u t o f t h e l a r g e r k i n d s o f 

b i r d s , s u c h as h e r o n s , c r anes , p e l i c a n s , & c . w h i c h 

i t is s a i d t o s u r p r i s e w i t h g r e a t address . W h e n i t 

has seized i t s p r e y , i t l ies m o t i o n l e s s f o r s o m e 

t i m e u p o n i t ; h o l d i n g i t i n i t s m o u t h . T h e C a ­

r a c a l is a b o u t t h e size o f a F o x , b u t o f a m u c h 

s t r o n g e r m a k e : i t s c o l o u r is a p a l e r e d d i s h - b r o w n ; 

w h i t i s h b e n e a t h : t h e h e a d is s m a l l , t h e f a c e l o n g -

i s h , t h e ears s h a r p a n d s l e n d e r , o f a b l a c k i s h c o ­

l o u r , a n d t e r m i n a t e d b y a t u f t o r p e n c i l o f l o n g 

b l a c k h a i r s . 

I n B a r b a r y t h e C a r a c a l is s a i d t o b e o f a p a l e r 

c o l o u r , o r less r e d t h a n i n I n d i a ; a n d , a c c o r d i n g 

t o a n o b s e r v a t i o n c o m m u n i c a t e d b y M r . B r u c e t o 
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t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , h a s t h e ears r e d o n t h e 

o u t s i d e , i n s t e a d o f b l a c k . T h i s is c o n s i d e r e d b y 

M r . P e n n a n t as a v a r i e t y o f t h e f o r m e r , u n d e r 

t h e t i t l e o f Lybian Caracal. H e d e s c r i b e s i t t h u s : 

" C a t w i t h s h o r t b l a c k t u f t s t o t h e ears , A v h i c h 

a r e w h i t e w i t h i n : o f a l i v e l y r e d w i t h o u t : t a i l 

w h i t e a t t h e t i p , a n n u l a t e d w i t h f o u r b l a c k r i n g s , 

w i t h s o m e b l a c k m a r k s b e h i n d t h e f o u r l eg s . I t 

is g r e a t l y i n f e r i o r i n s ize t o t h e f o r m e r ; n o t l a r g e r 

t h a n a c o m m o n C a t . I n h a b i t s b o t h L y b i a a n d 

B a r b a r y . " 

I n r e a l i t y i t is t h e spec ies w h i c h M r . B r u c e 

n a m e s t h e Booted Lynx, a n d o f w h i c h h e has 

g i v e n a n e l e g a n t f i g u r e i n h i s a p p e n d i x . I t m e a ­

sures , a c c o r d i n g t o M r . B r u c e , 2 2 i n c h e s f r o m t h e 

n o s e t o t h e t a i l , w h i c h is 13 i n c h e s l o n g . T h e g e n e ­

r a l c o l o u r is a p a l e r e d d i s h - g r e y , w h i t i s h b e n e a t h : 

t h e b a c k o f t h e ears r e d d i s h - b r o w n ; t h e i n s i d e s 

l i n e d w i t h w h i t e h a i r : t h e t i p s p e n c i l e d w i t h l o n g -

b l a c k h a i r s : o n t h e b a c k o f a l l t h e f e e t r u n s a 

b l a c k b a n d , w h i c h , o n t h e f o r e f e e t , r e a c h e s t w o 

i n c h e s , a n d o n t h e h i n d f e e t f o u r i n c h e s u p t h e 

l e g : t h e t a i l is o f t h e s a m e c o l o u r as t h e b a c k , a t 

i t s o r i g i n , b u t t o w a r d s t h e e n d g r o w s w h i t i s h , 

a n d is m a r k e d w i t h f o u r b l a c k r i n g s . H e c h i e f l y 

p r e y s , a c c o r d i n g t o M r . B r u c e , o n G u i n e a - f o w l , 

w h i c h a r e e x t r e m e l y p l e n t i f u l i n t h o s e p a r t s . 

H e has v e r y m u c h t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a c o m m o n 

c a t ; o f t e n m o u n t s t r ees , a n d is s a i d t o b e e x c e e d ­

i n g l y f i e r c e . 

I t is easy t o p e r c e i v e t h a t t h i s species m u s t i n 
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r e a l i t y b e p e r f e c t l y d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e c o m m o n 

C a r a c a l . 

C O M M O N L Y N X . 

Felis Lynx. F. cauda abbreviata, obsolete annulata apice atra, 
capite et corpore ex albido rufo nigro maculato, auriculis apice 
barbatis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 83. 

Short-tailed rufous-grey C. slightly spotted with black, white 
beneath, with tip of the tail black, and ears terminated by 
long black hairs. 

Lupus cervarius. Gesn. Quadr. 677. 
Lynx. Aldr. dig. p. 90. 
Le Lynx. B u f f . 9. p. 131. pi. 21 . 

THE Lynx, with some slight varieties as to size 

a n d c o l o u r , appears t o be f o u n d i n a l l t h e c o l d e r 

r e g i o n s o f E u r o p e , A s i a , a n d A m e r i c a , r e s i d i n g 

i n t h i c k w o o d s , a n d p r e y i n g o n ha res , dee r , b i r d s , 

a n d a l m o s t e v e r y k i n d o f a n i m a l i n h a b i t a n t . T h e 

g e n e r a l size o f t h e L y n x is t h a t o f a m i d d l i n g 

D o g : t h e m e a s u r e g i v e n b y M r . P e n n a n t o f t h e 

s k i n o f a R u s s i a n L y n x is f o u r f e e t s i x i n c h e s 

f r o m h e a d t o t a i l : t h e t a i l m e a s u r i n g s i x i n c h e s . 

B u t t h e g e n e r a l i t y o f L y n x e s s eem t o b e s o m e ­

w h a t s m a l l e r t h a n t h i s . I n c o l o u r t h e L y n x v a ­

r i e s , b u t is g e n e r a l l y o f a p a l e - g r e y , w i t h a v e r y 

s l i g h t r e d d i s h t i n g e : t h e b a c k a n d w h o l e u p p e r 

p a r t s a re o b s c u r e l y s p o t t e d w i t h s m a l l d u s k y o r 

b l a c k i s h m a r k s . T h e t h r o a t , b r e a s t , a n d b e l l y , 

a r e w h i t e : t h e t a i l w h i t e w i t h a b l a c k t i p : t h e 

ears t i p p e d w i t h p e n c i l s o f l o n g b l a c k h a i r . I t is 
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a n a n i m a l o f a s h o r t o r t h i c k i s h f o r m , a n d c o ­

v e r e d w i t h a v e r y t h i c k s o f t f u r . T h e f u r o f t h e 

L y n x is h e l d i n c o n s i d e r a b l e e s t i m a t i o n , a n d s u c h 

s k i n s as a p p r o a c h t o a p a l e o r w h i t i s h c o l o u r , a n d 

o n w h i c h t h e s p o t s a r e m o s t d i s t i n c t , a r e t h e 

m o s t v a l u e d . T h e b e s t a r e f o u n d i n t h e n e i g h ­

b o u r h o o d o f t h e L a k e B a l k a s h , a n d a r e s a i d t o 

s e l l f o r o n e p o u n d s t e r l i n g o n t h e s p o t . T h e 

f e m a l e p r o d u c e s t h r e e o r f o u r y o u n g a t a b i r t h , 

w h i c h she d e p o s i t s i n t h e d e e p e s t recesses o f t h e 

w o o d s . T h e L y n x is s a i d t o h o w l a l m o s t i n t h e 

m a n n e r o f a W o l f . I n a s t a t e o f c a p t i v i t y i t 

s eems e x t r e m e l y f e r o c i o u s , f r e q u e n t l y e x p r e s s i n g 

i t s m a l i g n i t y b y a k i n d o f s n a r l i n g s c r e a m , a n d is 

n o t t o b e t a m e d . 

v . i . P . u . 25 
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V I V E R R A . W E E S E L . 

Generic Character. 

Dentes Primores sex, subacuti. 
Laniarii longiores. 
Molares plures quam tres. 
Lingua i n aliis bevis, i n aliis 

retrorsum aculeata. 
Corpus elongatum. 

Cutting-teeth six, sharpish. 
Canine-teeth longer. 
Tongue i n some smooth, i n 

others aculeatedbackwards 

Body of a lengthened form. 

T H I S g e n u s c o m p r e h e n d s a l l t h e a n i m a l s o f t h e 

W e e s e l k i n d ; w h i c h s e e m t o b e s o m e w h a t u n n e ­

c e s s a r i l y s e p a r a t e d b y L i n n a e u s i n t o t w o d i s t i n c t 

g e n e r a , u n d e r t h e t i t l e s o f Viverra a n d Mustela; 

i n w h i c h l a t t e r g e n u s t h e O t t e r s a r e a lso i n c l u d e d . 

I n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r M r . P e n n a n t seems t o h a v e 

a c t e d m o r e j u d i c i o u s l y t h a n L i n n a e u s . I s h a l l , 

t h e r e f o r e , f o l l o w h i s e x a m p l e , a n d u n i t e t h e t w o 

o-enera, p r e s e r v i n g t h e O t t e r s o r L u t r a e d i s t i n c t 

f r o m b o t h . 

T h e g e n e r a l c h a r a c t e r o f t h e W e e s e l t r i b e is a 

c e r t a i n s k n d e r n e s s a n d l e n g t h o f b o d y ; w i t h a 

s h a r p e n e d v i s a g e , s h o r t l e g s , a n d , i n m o s t species , 

a l o n g i s h t a i l ( t h o u g h i n s o m e f e w i t is s h o r t ) . 

T h e d i s p o s i t i o n o f t h e t e e t h m a y b e seen i n t h e 
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g e n e r i c c h a r a c t e r a b o v e g i v e n . I t is p r o p e r t o 

a d d , t h a t i n t h e L i n n s e a n M u s t e l a s , t h e l o w e r 

f r o n t - t e e t h d o n o t s t a n d i n a r e g u l a r o r e v e n l i n e , 

b u t t w o a r e p l a c e d i n t e r i o r l y , o r w i t h i n t h e l i n e 

o f t h e r e s t . I n m o s t o f t h e L i n n a e a n V i v e m e t h e 

t o n g u e is a c u l e a t e d b a c k w a r d s ; b u t t h i s is a c h a ­

r a c t e r f o u n d l i k e w i s e i n s o m e o f t h e M u s t e l a e . 

I C H N E U M O N . 

Viverra Ichneumon. V cauda e basi incrassata sensim attcnuata 
apice Jioccoso, pollicibus remotiusculis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel 
p. 84. 

Grey I . wi th distant thumbs, and tail gradually tapering f rom a 
thick base, and tufted at the end. 

Mustek pilis ex albido et nigro variegatis vestita. Briss. Quadr. 
p. 181. 

Ichneumon que les Egyptiens nomment Rat de Pharaon. Belon. 
obs.p. 95. 

Ichneumon. Gesn. Quadr. 566. Aldr. dig. p. 298. 

Var. ? 

Viverra Mungo. V cauda e basi crassa sensim attcnuata non 
floccosa, pollicibus remotiusculis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 84. 

Rufous-grey I . wi th distant thumbs, and untufted tail , gradu­
ally tapering f rom a thick base. 

Viverra Ichneumon @. Lin. Syst. Nat. ed. 12. p. 63. 
Mustek glauca. Lin. Syst. Nat. ed. 5. Am. acad. 2. p. 109. 
Viverra ex griseo rubescens. Briss. Quadr. p. 177. 
Mustek seu Viverra Indis Mangutia. Kcempf. am. ex. 574. 
Indian Ichneumon. Ed-wards, pi. igg. 
Mangouste. B u f f . 13. p. 150. pi. 19. 

THE Ichneumon is a species of which there 

s e e m t o b e t w o d i s t i n c t v a r i e t i e s , o n e o f w h i c h is 



3 8 0 I C H N E U M O N . 

a n a t i v e o f I n d i a , a n d t h e o t h e r o f A f r i c a . B o t h 

a g r e e i n t h e i r g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e , b u t t h e ^ E g y p ­

t i a n v a r i e t y is c o n s i d e r a b l y l a r g e r t h a n t h e I n ­

d i a n ; m e a s u r i n g m o r e t h a n f o r t y i n c h e s f r o m t h e 

nose t o t h e e n d o f t h e t a i l ; w h e r e a s t h e I n d i a n 

I c h n e u m o n sca rce exceeds t w o t h i r d s o f t h i s 

l e n g t h : e x c l u s i v e o f size a l o n e , t h e . / E g y p t i a n 

I c h n e u m o n is d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y h a v i n g t h e t a i l 

s l i g h t l y t u f t e d a t t h e e n d , w h i c h t h e o t h e r has 

n o t ; a n d f r o m t h i s c i r c u m s t a n c e i t is p l a c e d , 

i n t h e G m e l i n i a n e d i t i o n o f t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e , 

as a d i s t i n c t species. T h e I c h n e u m o n is o f a 

p a l e r e d d i s h - g r e y c o l o u r , e a c h h a i r b e i n g m o t t l e d 

w i t h b r o w n o r d u s k y , so t h a t t h e w h o l e appears 

s p e c k l e d i n t h e m a n n e r o f t h e h a i r o n s o m e o f t h e 

l a r g e r B a b o o n s . T h e eyes a re o f a b r i g h t r e d o r 

f l a m e - c o l o u r : t h e ears r o u n d e d , a n d a l m o s t n a ­

k e d : t h e nose l o n g a n d s l e n d e r : t h e b o d y r a t h e r 

t h i c k e r t h a n i n m o s t o t h e r s o f t h i s g e n u s ; a n d 

t h e t a i l is v e r y t h i c k a t t h e base , a n d f r o m t h e n c e 

g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s a l m o s t t o a p o i n t : t h e l egs a re 

s h o r t : t h e h a i r o n t h e w h o l e a n i m a l is h a r d a n d 

coa r se , a n d i t v a r i e s s o m e w h a t as t o t h e d e p t h 

a n d cas t o f i t s c o l o u r s i n d i f f e r e n t i n d i v i d u a l s . I n 

I n d i a , b u t s t i l l m o r e i n i E g y p t , t h e I c h n e u m o n 

has a l w a y s b e e n c o n s i d e r e d as o n e o f t h e m o s t 

u s e f u l a n d e s t i m a b l e o f a n i m a l s ; s i n c e i t is a n i n ­

v e t e r a t e e n e m y t o s e r p e n t s , r a t s , a n d o t h e r n o x ­

i o u s c r e a t u r e s w h i c h i n f e s t t h o s e r e g i o n s . I n I n d i a 

i t a t t a c k s , w i t h t h e g r e a t e s t eagerness a n d c o u ­

r a g e , t h a t m o s t d r e a d f u l r e p t i l e , t h e C o b r a d e 

C a p e l l o , o r h o o d e d S n a k e , a n d ea s i l y d e s t r o y s i t . 
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I t a l so d i l i g e n t l y s eeks f o r t h e e g g s o f c r o c o d i l e s ; 

f o r w h i c h r e a s o n , as w e l l as f o r i t s g e n e r a l u s e f u l ­

ness i n d e s t r o y i n g a l l m a n n e r o f t r o u b l e s o m e r e p ­

t i l e s , i t w a s h e l d i n s u c h a h i g h d e g r e e o f v e n e ­

r a t i o n b y t h e a n c i e n t i E g p y t i a n s as t o b e r e g a r d e d 

i n t h e l i g h t o f a m i n o r d e i t y , o r o n e o f t h o s e b e ­

n e v o l e n t b e i n g s p r o c e e d i n g f r o m t h e P a r e n t o f t h e 

u n i v e r s e . F o r t h e p u r p o s e s a b o v e s p e c i f i e d i t is 

s t i l l d o m e s t i c a t e d b y t h e I n d i a n s a n d . / E g y p t i a n s , 

i n t h e s a m e m a n n e r as t h e C a t i n E u r o p e ; a n d i t 

has a l so t h e m e r i t o f b e i n g e a s i l y t a m e d , a n d o f 

p e r f o r m i n g a l l t h e s e r v i c e s o f t h e C a t w i t h a s t i l l 

g r e a t e r d e g r e e o f v i g o r a n d a l a c r i t y . W h e n i n 

p u r s u i t o f p r e y , i t s o m e t i m e s s p r i n g s s u d d e n l y u p o n 

i t w i t h t h e g r e a t e s t a g i l i t } ' , a n d , a t o t h e r t i m e s , 

w i l l g l i d e a l o n g t h e g r o u n d l i k e a S e r p e n t , w i t h ­

o u t r a i s i n g i t s b o d y , t i l l i t a r r i v e s a t a p r o p e r 

d i s t a n c e f o r i t s i n t e n d e d a t t a c k . L i k e m a n y 

o t h e r a n i m a l s o f t h i s t r i b e , i t is a m o s t d a n g e r o u s 

e n e m y t o s e v e r a l c r e a t u r e s l a r g e r t h a n i t s e l f ; 

o v e r w h i c h i t g a i n s a r e a d y v i c t o r y , b y f a s t e n i n g 

i t s e l f u p o n t h e m , a n d s u c k i n g t h e i r b l o o d . I n a 

w i l d s t a t e i t is s a i d p r i n c i p a l l y t o f r e q u e n t t h e 

b a n k s o f r i v e r s , a n d , i n t i m e s o f f l o o d , t o a p p r o a c h 

t h e h i g h e r g r o u n d s , a n d i n h a b i t e d p l a c e s , i n q u e s t 

o f p r e y . I t is r e p o r t e d t o s w i m a n d d i v e o c c a ­

s i o n a l l y , i n t h e m a n n e r o f t h e O t t e r , a n d t o c o n ­

t i n u e b e n e a t h t h e w a t e r f o r a g r e a t l e n g t h o f 

t i m e . 

T h e I c h n e u m o n is f o u n d n o t o n l y i n v a r i o u s 

p a r t s o f I n d i a , b u t i n t h e I n d i a n i s l a n d s , as C e y ­

l o n a n d o t h e r s . I t a l so o c c u r s i n m a n y p a r t s o f 
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A f r i c a bes ides J E g y p t , as i n B a r b a r y , a n d a t t h e 

C a p e o f G o o d H o p e , & c . A s i t is a n a t i v e o f 

w a r m c o u n t r i e s , i t i s , o f c o u r s e , g r e a t l y i n j u r e d 

b y a r e m o v a l t o t h e c o l d e r r e g i o n s o f E u r o p e , 

a n d g e n e r a l l y f a l l s a v i c t i m t o t h e a l t e r a t i o n o f 

c l i m a t e . 

C A F F R A R I A N W E E S E L . 

Viverra Cafra. V cauda e basi crassa sensim attenuata apice 
atra. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 85. Schreber saeugth. 3. 

P- 439-
Yellowish-brown W with tail gradually tapering from a thick 

base, and black at the t ip . 

THIS species, in its general form, resembles the 

P o l e c a t , b u t is n e a r l y o f t h e l e n g t h o f a n O t t e r . 

I t s c o l o u r , o n a l l p a r t s , e x c e p t t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l , 

w h i c h is b l a c k , is a m i x t u r e o f y e l l o w - b r o w n a n d 

b l a c k , so as t o r e s e m b l e t h e c o l o u r o f t h e A g u t i # , 

b u t r a t h e r d e e p e r , e s p e c i a l l y o n t h e b a c k : t h e 

h a i r is o f a s t r o n g a n d g l o s s y n a t u r e : t h e f e e t are 

b l a c k i s h : t h e ears v e r y s h o r t , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h 

w o o l l y f u r . T h i s a n i m a l is d e s c r i b e d b y M r . 

S c h r e b e r f r o m a d r i e d s k i n w h i c h w a s s e n t t o D r . 

Pa l l a s . I t is a n a t i v e o f t h e C a p e o f G o o d H o p e . 

* Long-nosed Cavy. Pennant. 
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ZENIC. 

Viverra Zenic. V tetradactyla, corpore griseo, fasciis decern 
transversis nigris, cauda ex atro spadicea, versus apicem nigra. 
Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 85. 

Four-toed grey W . wi th ten transverse black bands on the body, 
and deep chesnut-coloured tai l , black towards the t ip. 

Le Zenik des Hottentots. Sonnerat voy. i.p. 145. pi. 92. 

THIS, which is described by Sonnerat, is a Caf-

f r a r i a n spec i e s , a n d is a b o u t t h e s ize o f a w a t e r -

r a t . T h e s n o u t i s l o n g , a n d i n e a c h j a w a r e t w o 

i n c i s i v e a n d s i x c a n i n e t e e t h * : t h e w h o l e a n i m a l 

is o f a r e d d i s h - g r e y c o l o u r , a n d is m a r k e d b y t e n 

t r a n s v e r s e b l a c k b a n d s o v e r t h e b a c k , a n d r e a c h ­

i n g d o w n w a r d s o n e a c h s i d e , a l m o s t as i n t h e 

Z e b r a : t h e t a i l , w h i c h is s c a r c e t h e l e n g t h o f t h e 

b o d y , i s s l e n d e r , a n d o f a d e e p f e r r u g i n o u s - c o l o u r 

f o r t h r e e f o u r t h s o f i t s l e n g t h , t h e r e m a i n d e r b e ­

i n g b l a c k . M r . S o n n e r a t says n o t h i n g o f t h i s 

a n i m a l ' s m a n n e r s ; b u t w e m a y c o n c l u d e t h a t i t 

r e s e m b l e s , i n t h i s r e s p e c t , t h e r e s t o f i t s c o n g e ­

n e r s . I t h a s f i v e toes o n e a c h f o o t ; a n d t h e 

c l a w s o n t h e f o r e f e e t a r e v e r y l o n g a n d a l m o s t 

s t r a i t : t h o s e o f t h e h i n d f e e t a r e s m a l l a n d 

c r o o k e d . 

* By canine-teeth Mr. Sonnerat must be supposed merely to 
mean teeth of a sharpened form. 
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S U R I K A T E . 

Viverra Surikatta. V. grisea, naso producto mobdi, pedibus tetra-
dactylis, cauda ferruginea, apice nigro. 

Grey-brown W with long moveable snout, four-toed feet, and 
ferruginous tail, black at the t ip. 

Viverra tetradactyla. V pedibus tetradactylis, naso producto mo-
bili. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 85. 

Suricate. B u f f . 13. p. Ji.pl. 8. 
Viverra tetradactyla. Miller, Cimel. Phys. t. 20. 
Four-toed Weesel. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 57. 

THE Surikate is distinguished by a long sharp-

p o i n t e d nose , dep re s sed h e a d , a n d i n f l a t e d c h e e k s : 

t h e u p p e r j a w is m u c h l o n g e r t h a n t h e l o w e r , a n d 

o n i t s u p p e r p a r t is b l a c k : t h e eyes a re also su r ­

r o u n d e d b y b l a c k : t h e ears a r e s m a l l a n d r o u n d ­

ed : t h e t o n g u e is o b l o n g , b l u n t , a n d a c u l e a t e d 

b a c k w a r d s : t h e l e n g t h o f t h e a n i m a l , e x c l u s i v e 

o f t h e t a i l , is a b o u t a f o o t ; a n d o f t h e t a i l a b o u t 

e i g h t i n c h e s : t h e l e g s a re s h o r t : t h e c l a w s o n t h e 

f o r e f e e t m u c h e x c e e d i n l e n g t h t h o s e o f t h e 

h i n d f e e t . T h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r o f t h e S u r i k a t e is 

a d e e p g r e y ; t h e t a i l is s u b f e r r u g i n o u s , t i p p e d 

w i t h b l a c k . I t is a n i n h a b i t a n t o f t h e C a p e o f 

G o o d H o p e , w h e r e i t is c a l l e d M e e r - r a t . I t f e eds 

o n f l e s h , a n d p r e y s o n m i c e , a n d o t h e r s m a l l a n i ­

m a l s . I t c o m m o n l y s i ts e r e c t i n t h e m a n n e r o f a 

S q u i r r e l , a n d , w h e n p l ea sed , m a k e s a r a t t l i n g 

n o i s e w i t h i t s t a i l , f o r w h i c h r e a s o n t h e D u t c h 

i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e C a p e c a l l i t K l a p p e r - m a u s . I t 

is a lso f o u n d i n t h e i s l a n d o f J a v a , w h e r e i t is 

n a m e d S u r i k a t j e b y t h e D u t c h , o n a c c o u n t o f a 
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p e c u l i a r l y a c i d s c e n t , w h i c h i t is s a i d t o e m i t . I t 

is a n a n i m a l o f a c a p r i c i o u s d i s p o s i t i o n w h e n i n a 

s t a t e o f c a p t i v i t y . I n h a v i n g o n l y f o u r t oe s , i t 

d i f f e r s f r o m m o s t o f t h i s t r i b e . 

C O A T I - M O N D I . 

Viverra Nasua. V cauda albo annulata, naso producto mobili. 
Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 86. 

Rufous W - wi th tail annulated wi th white, and lengthened 
moveable snout. 

Ursus naso producto et mobil i , cauda annulatim variegata. 
Bliss. Quadr.p. 190., 

Coati. Marcgr. Bras. p. 228. 
Coati Mond i . Act. Paris, t. 3. P. 3. p 17. t. 37. 
Le Coati noiratre. B u f f . 8. pi. 47. 
Brasilian Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 61. 

THE size of this animal is at least equal to that 

o f a C a t . I t s g e n e r a l c o l o u r is a c i n e r e o u s b r o w n , 

o r a s h - c o l o u r , w i t h a c a s t o f r e d d i s h : t h e t a i l , 

w h i c h is o f v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e l e n g t h , is a n n u l a t e d 

w i t h d i s t i n c t c i r c l e s o f b l a c k : i t s m o s t r e m a r k ­

a b l e c h a r a c t e r is t h e l o n g , f l e x i b l e s n o u t , s o m e ­

w h a t t r u n c a t e d a t t h e e n d . B y t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f 

t h i s i t t u r u s u p t h e e a r t h , i n t h e m a n n e r o f a 

H o g , i n q u e s t o f e a r t h - w o r m s , & c . L i k e t h e 

P o l e c a t , i t a l s o p r e y s o n t h e s m a l l e r q u a d r u p e d s , 

b i r d s , & c . I t is a n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a , 

a n d seems t o h a v e b e e n f i r s t d e s c r i b e d b y 

M a r c g r a v e , i n h i s H i s t o r y o f B r a s i l . T h e r e is a 

p a r t i c u l a r i t y , s o m e t i m e s o b s e r v a b l e i n t h i s a n i ­

m a l , w h i c h s eems w o r t h y o f n o t i c e , v i z . a k i n d 



3 8 6 C O A T I - M O N D I . 

o f p r o l o n g a t i o n o f t h e s k i n a t t h e b a c k o f t h e 

h e e l i n t o s e v e r a l h o r n y processes o f a b o u t a q u a r ­

t e r o f a n i n c h i n l e n g t h : t hese i n s o m e s p e c i m e n s 

a re s ca rce v i s i b l e . T h e t o n g u e is m a r k e d o n t h e 

u p p e r p a r t w i t h s e v e r a l f u r r o w s , so d i s p o s e d as t o 

r e s e m b l e t h e f i b r e s o f a l e a f . 

Var. ? 

COATI-MONDI. 

Viverra Narica. V- subfusca, cauda concolorc, naso producto 
mobili. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 86. 

Brown W with tail of the same colour, and with lengthened 
moveable snout. 

Le Coati brun. B u f f . 8. pi. 48. 
Dusky W - Brasilian W . var. (3. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 62. 

THIS, in its general appearance, so much re­

sembles t h e p r e c e d i n g , t h a t i t has b e e n c o n s i ­

d e r e d b y m a n y n a t u r a l i s t s as a v a r i e t y o n l y . I t 

i s , h o w e v e r , r a t h e r l a r g e r t h a n t h e f o r m e r , o f a 

b r o w n e r c o l o u r , a n d w i t h o u t a n y a n n u l i , o r , a t 

leas t , w i t h o u t v e r y d i s t i n c t v a r i e g a t i o n s o n t h e t a i l . 

I n i t s m a n n e r s i t agrees w i t h t h e f o r m e r : i t b u r r o w s 

i n t o t h e g r o u n d so e x p e d i t i o u s l y as s o o n t o c o n ­

c e a l i t s w h o l e b o d y ; f eeds b o t h o n a n i m a l a n d v e ­

g e t a b l e subs tances , a n d is s a i d o c c a s i o n a l l y t o g o 

i n t o t h e w a t e r . I t a lso c l i m b s t r ees . 
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COASSE. 

Viverra Vulpecula. V. tota castanea, naso producto. Lin. Syst. 
Nat. Gmel. p.Sy. 

Dark chesnut-coloured W . w i t h lengthened snout. 
Coasse. B u f f . 13. p. 288. pi. 38. 

THIS animal is about the size of the Polecat; 

m e a s u r i n g e i g h t e e n i n c h e s f r o m n o s e t o t a i l : t h e 

t a i l is l o n g a n d f u l l o f h a i r : t h e w h o l e a n i m a l is 

o f a d e e p o r b l a c k i s h c h o c o l a t e - c o l o u r , b u t t h e 

t a i l is s o m e t i m e s m i x e d w i t h w h i t e . I t is a n a ­

t i v e o f M e x i c o a n d m a n y o t h e r p a r t s o f A m e r i c a , 

a n d possesses t h e p o w e r o f e m i t t i n g , w h e n a t ­

t a c k e d o r i r r i t a t e d , s u c h p o w e r f u l l y o f f e n s i v e e f ­

f l u v i a , as, i n m o s t i n s t a n c e s , e f f e c t u a l l y t o d i s c o m ­

f i t a n d r e p e l i t s p u r s u e r s . 

S T R I A T E D W E E S E L . 

Viverra Striata. 
Viverra Putorius. V nigricans, lineis quinque dorsalibus parol-

lelis albis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 87-
Blackish W . wi th five parallel, white, dorsal stripes. 
Mustek nigra, taeniis in dorso albis. Briss. Quadr. p. 181. 
Striated Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 64. 
Conepate. . 6 ^ . 8 3 . ^ . 2 8 8 . ^ . 4 0 . 

IT has been imagined, and not without a de­

g r e e o f p r o b a b i l i t y , t h a t t h i s a n i m a l is t h e f e m a l e 

o f t h e f o r m e r . I t i s o f t h e s a m e s ize a n d g e n e r a l 

a s p e c t , b u t i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y f i v e p a r a l l e l l o n g i -
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t u d i n a l w h i t e s t r i pe s o n t h e b a c k : t h e t a i l v e r y 

b u s h y o r f u l l o f h a i r . I n t h e d i f f e r e n t s p e c i m e n s 

o f t h i s a n i m a l t h e r e is s o m e s l i g h t v a r i a t i o n o b ­

s e r v a b l e i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e d o r s a l s t r i pe s , 

as w e l l as i n t h e c o l o u r o f t h e t a i l , w h i c h is s o m e ­

t i m e s m a r k e d w i t h a p a i r o f l a t e r a l w h i t e b a n d s , 

a n d s o m e t i m e s a l m o s t e n t i r e l y w h i t e . I t i t s m a n ­

n e r s a n d h o r r i b l e v a p o u r , w h e n i r r i t a t e d , i t p e r ­

f e c t l y agrees w i t h t h e p r e c e d i n g , as w e l l as w i t h 

t h e t w o s u c c e e d i n g spec i e s ; a n d t h e s a m e d e ­

s c r i p t i o n o f t h i s o f f e n s i v e q u a l i t y m a y be a p p l i e d 

t o a l l t h e f o u r . I f t h e a c c o u n t s g i v e n o f t h i s 

o d i o u s v a p o u r a re n o t a g g r a v a t e d b y t h e a b h o r ­

r e n t r e c o l l e c t i o n o f t h o s e w h o h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d 

i t s e f f e c t s , e v e r y o t h e r i l l s m e l l w h i c h n a t u r e c a n 

p r o d u c e , is surpassed b y t h e o v e r p o w e r i n g foe to r o f 

these e x t r a o r d i n a r y q u a d r u p e d s . I n c o n s e q u e n c e 

o f t h e d r e a d f u l e m a n a t i o n t h e d o g s a re s a i d t o r e ­

l i n q u i s h t h e i r p u r s u i t , a n d t h e m e n t o f l y w i t h 

p r e c i p i t a t i o n f r o m t h e t a i n t e d s p o t : b u t i f u n f o r ­

t u n a t e l y t h e leas t p a r t i c l e o f t h e f l u i d w h i c h t h e 

a n i m a l c o m m o n l y d i s c h a r g e s a t t h i s j u n c t u r e , 

s h o u l d h a p p e n t o l i g h t o n t h e c l o t h e s o f t h e 

h u n t e r , h e b e c o m e s a g e n e r a l n u i s a n c e w h e r e v e r 

h e appears , a n d is o b l i g e d t o d i v e s t h i m s e l f o f h i s 

dress, a n d p r a c t i s e a l l t h e a r t s o f a b l u t i o n , i n o r ­

d e r t o be r e s t o r e d t o t h e s o c i e t y o f m a n k i n d . 

T o a d d t o t h e h i s t o r y o f t hese s t r a n g e c i r c u m ­

s tances , i t is a f f i r m e d t h a t t h e a n i m a l is s o m e t i m e s 

t a m e d , a n d r e n d e r e d d o m e s t i c ; i n w h i c h s t a t e 

i t is p r e t e n d e d t h a t i t n e v e r e m i t s i t s p e s t i l e n t i a l 

v a p o u r un less g r e a t l y d i sp l ea sed o r i r r i t a t e d : i f 
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t h i s b e case , i t o u g h t s u r e l y t o b e t r e a t e d , as a n 

e m i n e n t z o o l o g i s t h a s w e l l o b s e r v e d , w i t h t h e 

h i g h e s t a t t e n t i o n . 

VAR. 

Among some miscellaneous plates of animals, 

p u b l i s h e d a f e w y e a r s a g o b y M r . C a t t o n , is a r e ­

p r e s e n t a t i o n o f w h a t s eems t o b e a v a r i e t y o f t h e 

a b o v e s p e c i e s ; h a v i n g o n l y f o u r w h i t e b a n d s o n 

t h e b a c k , a n d t h e t a i l a l m o s t e n t i r e l y w h i t e : a 

p a t c h o f w h i t e a p p e a r s b e l o w e a c h ea r , a n d a 

s m a l l t r i a n g u l a r w h i t e s p o t o n t h e f o r e h e a d . I n 

t h e d e s c r i p t i o n a c c o m p a n y i n g t h e p l a t e t h e a n i ­

m a l is s a i d t o h a v e m e a s u r e d t w e l v e i n c h e s f r o m 

n o s e t o t a i l , a n d t o h a v e b e e n b r o u g h t f r o m B e n ­

g a l . 

C O N E P A T L . 

Viverra Conepatl. V. nigricans, lineis duabus albis dorsaltbus per 
caudam productis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 88. 

Blackish W . wi th two white dorsal lines extending along the 
tai l . 

Conepatl, seu vulpecula puerilis. Hernand max. p. 232. 

OF this species very little more than its mere 

n a m e a n d d e s c r i p t i v e c h a r a c t e r seems t o b e 

k n o w n . I t is a n a t i v e o f N e w S p a i n , a n d , p e r ­

h a p s , m a y b e n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n a v a r i e t y o f t h e 

p r e c e d i n g . 
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C H I N C H E . 

Viverra Mephitica. V-fusca dorso albo, linea longitudinali nigra. 
Brown W . with white back marked with a longitudinal black 

stripe. 
Viverra Mephitis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 88. 
Mephitic Weesel. Museum Leverianum, No. 4. p. 173. pi. 6. 
Le Chinche. Buff. 13. p. 294.^/. 39. 

THIS species is rather smaller than the former 

species. T h e h e a d is s m a l l a n d f l a t , a n d t h e 

s n o u t s h a r p a n d l e n g t h e n e d . T h e w h o l e a n i m a l 

is o f a b l a c k i s h c h o c o l a t e - b r o w n , w i t h a b r o a d 

b e d o f w h i t e o n t h e b a c k , d i v i d e d b y a s t r i p e o f 

b l a c k , w h i c h s o m e t i m e s passes a l o n g t h e w h o l e 

l e n g t h o f t h e b a c k , a n d s o m e t i m e s n o t m u c h 

m o r e t h a n h a l f w a y f r o m t h e t a i l , w h i c h is w h i t e 

a t t h e t i p a n d sides, w i t h t h e r e m a i n d e r l i k e t h e 

b o d y ; b u t i t a lso v a r i e s w i t h t h e t a i l a l l w h i t e o r 

p a r t i - c o l o u r e d : a l o n g t h e f o r e h e a d is a n a r r o w 

w h i t e s t r i p e r e a c h i n g t o w a r d s t h e n e c k . I n m a n ­

n e r s a n d s m e l l t h i s r e s e m b l e s t h e t w o p r e c e d i n g 

a n i m a l s . 

C H I N G E . 

Viverra Chinge. V. nigra, cccruleo nitcns, xitta macularum alba-
rum a capite ad caudam product a. 

Black W . with changeable cast of blue, with a row of white 
spots from head to tail . 

Chinge. Molina Chili. 269. 

T H I S , a c c o r d i n g t o M o l i n a , i t s f i r s t d e s c r i b e r , 

seems i n shape a n d g e n e r a l f o r m t o r e s e m b l e t h e 
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C h i n c h e , o r V M e p h i t i c a , b u t i s o f a b l a c k c o ­

l o u r w i t h a c h a n g e a b l e c a s t o f b l u e , a n d has a l o n g 

t h e b a c k a r o w o f r o u n d w h i t e s p o t s , r e a c h i n g 

f r o m h e a d t o t a i l : t h e h e a d is l o n g , t h e ears l a r g e , 

w e l l c o v e r e d w i t h h a i r , a n d p e n d u l o u s : t h e h i n d 

l e g s l o n g e r t h a n t h e f o r e . I t i s a n a t i v e o f C h i l i . 

I t g e n e r a l l y c a r r i e s i t s h e a d l o w , i t s b a c k a r c h e d , 

a n d i t s t a i l , w h i c h is v e r y b u s h y , s p e a d o v e r i t s 

b a c k l i k e t h a t o f a S q u i r r e l . I n i t s m a n n e r s a n d 

v a p o u r i t is s a i d t o a g r e e w i t h t h o s e b e f o r e d e ­

s c r i b e d . M o l i n a a f f i r m s t h a t t h e s m e l l p r o c e e d s 

f r o m a c e r t a i n g r e e n i s h o i l , e j e c t e d f r o m a f o l l i c l e 

o r r e c e p t a c l e n e a r t h e t a i l . T h e I n d i a n s a r e s a i d 

t o v a l u e t h e s k i n o f t h i s spec ies o n a c c o u n t o f i t s 

b e a u t y , a n d t o use i t f o r v a r i o u s p u r p o s e s , q u i l t s , 

& c . & c . 

Z O R I L L A . 

Viverra Zorilla. V. albo nigroque varia. Lift. Syst. Nat. 
Gmel. p. 88. 

W - variegated with black and white. 
Zoril la. B u f f . 13. p. 289. pi. 4 1 . 

THIS species is smaller than the three preced­

i n g , a n d is a n a t i v e o f P e r u a n d o t h e r p a r t s o f 

S o u t h A m e r i c a . T h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r i s b l a c k , 

u p o n w h i c h a r e t h r e e l o n g i t u d i n a l w h i t e b a n d s , 

e x t e n d i n g f r o m t h e h e a d t o t h e m i d d l e o f t h e 

b a c k , a n d o t h e r t r a n s v e r s e w h i t e b a n d s o n t h e 

f l a n k s , t h e r u m p , a n d t h e o r i g i n o f t h e t a i l , w h i c h 

i s b l a c k as f a r as t h e m i d d l e , a n d t h e n w h i t e t o 
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t h e e x t r e m i t y ; i t is as b u s h y a n d e l e g a n t as t h a t 

o f t h e M e p h i t i c W e e s e l . T h e s a m e f a c u l t y is as­

c r i b e d t o t h i s as t o t h e t h r e e f o r m e r species . 

M A P U R I T O . 

Viverra Mapurito. V. nigra, fascia nivea a fronte ad dorsi me­
dium producta, auriculis nullis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 88. 

Black W - with snow-white band from the forehead to the mid­
dle of the back, and without any external ears. 

Viverra Putorius. Mutis. Act. Holm. 1769. p. 68. 

THIS is said to measure twenty inches to the 

t a i l , w h i c h is n i n e i n c h e s l o n g , a n d w h i t i s h a t 

t h e t i p . I t i n h a b i t s N e w S p a i n , a n d b u r r o w s 

u n d e r g r o u n d , f e e d i n g o n w o r m s a n d in sec t s . 

P e r h a p s n o o t h e r t h a n a v a r i e t y o f t h e M e p h i t i c 

W e e s e l . 

G R I S O N . 

Viverra Vittata. V. nigricans, vitta alba ab kumens adfrontem 
producta. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 88. 

Blackish W . with a broad white band from the forehead to each 
shoulder. 

Grison. Buff. ed. Allamand. 15. p. 65. pi. 8. 
MoufFette du Chili? B u f f , suppl. 7. p. 233.pl. $j.f 

THE length of the Grison from nose to tail is 

a b o u t seven i n c h e s , a n d t h e t a i l is r a t h e r m o r e 

t h a n h a l f t h e l e n g t h o f t h e b o d y . T h e u p p e r 

p a r t o f t h e b o d y is o f a d e e p b r o w n , e a c h h a i r 

http://233.pl
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t i p p e d w i t h w h i t e , w h i c h g i v e s a g r e y o r h o a r y 

a p p e a r a n c e ; t h e n o s e , t h r o a t , a n d w h o l e u n d e r 

s i d e o f t h e a n i m a l , as w e l l as t h e l e g s a n d t h i g h s , 

b l a c k : t h e h e a d is l a r g e , a n d t h e ears b r o a d 

a n d s h o r t : a c ros s t h e f o r e h e a d e x t e n d s a b r o a d 

w h i t e l i n e , p a s s i n g o v e r t h e eyes a n d r e a c h i n g 

as f a r as t h e s h o u l d e r s . I t is a n a t i v e o f S u r i ­

n a m . T h e s p e c i m e n a b o v e d e s c r i b e d w a s s u p ­

p o s e d t o h a v e b e e n y o u n g o r h a l f - g r o w n , so t h a t 

i t s p r o p e r m e a s u r e s eems n o t c l e a r l y u n d e r s t o o d . 

T h e a n i m a l f i g u r e d i n t h e 7 t h v o l . o f B u f f o n ' s 

s u p p l e m e n t , p i . 5 7 a p p e a r s so e x t r e m e l y n e a r l y 

a l l i e d t o t h e a b o v e , t h a t I c a n n o t b u t c o n s i d e r 

i t as t h e s a m e spec ies . I t w a s o f a b l a c k i s h -

b r o w n c o l o u r , w i t h a w h i t e b a n d f r o m t h e f o r e ­

h e a d o n e a c h s i d e t h e b a c k : t h e t a i l w h i t e , v i l ­

l o u s , a n d s h o r t i s h . 

Q U A S J E . 

Viverra Quasje. V. castanea, subtus jiavescens, naso producto 
cauda annulata. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 87. 

Chesnut-coloured W . yellowish beneath, wi th lengthened move­
able snout, and annulated tail . 

THIS is said to be a native of Surinam, bur­

r o w i n g u n d e r g r o u n d , a n d l i v i n g o n w o r m s , i n s e c t s , 

f r u i t s , & c . i t i s , p e r h a p s , n o o t h e r t h a n s o m e v a ­

r i e t y o f t h e C o a t i - M o n d i o r B r a s i l i a n W e e s e l . 

v . 1. p . 11 . 26 
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C E Y L O N E S E WEESEL. 

Viverra Zeylanica. V cinerea fusco mista, infra albida. Lin. 
Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 89. Schreber saeugth. p. 451. 

Cinereous W . mixed with grey, whitish beneath. 

THIS species in its habit or general appearance, 

as w e l l as i n size, r e semble s t h e M a r t i n : t h e g e ­

n e r a l c o l o u r is g r e y , s h a d e d w i t h b r o w n ; deepes t 

o n t h e b a c k a n d t a i l , b e n e a t h l i g h t e r o r w h i t i s h : 

t h e t a i l is as l o n g as t h e b o d y ; t h e v ib r i s s a ; o r 

w h i s k e r s w h i t e ; t h e l o w e r l i p i n d e n t e d ; t h e f e e t 

f i v e - t o e d , w i t h r a t h e r r e t r a c t i l e c l a w s : t h e t o n g u e 

w a r t e d . M r . S c h r e b e r is n o t w i t h o u t s o m e susp i ­

c i o n t h a t t h i s species m a y b e t h e s ame w i t h t h e 

C e y l o n e s e D o g ( C h i e n s a u v a g e d e C e y l o n o f V o s ­

m a e r ) . 

C A P E WEESEL. 

Viverra Capensis. V nigra, dorso griseo albo-marginato. Lin. 
Svst. Nat. Gmel. p. 89. 

Black W . with grey back edged with white. 
Mustek subfusca, linea longitudinali alba per utrumque latus 

ducta. Brown jam. p. 486. n. j.f 
Stinkbinksen. Kolbe Vorgeb. 1. 167. 
Blaireau puant. La Caille voyag. p. 182. 
Ratel Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 66. 

THIS is one of the larger animals of the genus, 

m e a s u r i n g t w o f e e t f r o m n o s e t o t a i l , w h i c h is 

e i g h t i n c h e s l o n g . I t s c o l o u r is a c i n e r e o u s 

g r e y a b o v e , a n d b r o w n i s h - b l a c k b e l o w ; t h e t w o 
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c o l o u r s b e i n g s e p a r a t e d a l o n g t h e w h o l e l e n g t h 

o f t h e a n i m a l , f r o m t h e base o f t h e n o s e t o t h e 

t a i l , b y a s t r i p e o f b l a c k a n d w h i t e : t h e ears a r e 

s c a r c e v i s i b l e : t h e t a i l r a t h e r t h i c k ; t h e l e g s 

s h o r t , a n d t h e h e a d l a r g e ; t h e s n o u t s h o r t a n d 

s o m e w h a t p o i n t e d : t h e b o d y seems o f a t h i c k e r 

f o r m t h a n is u s u a l i n t h i s g e n u s . 

T h i s a n i m a l , w h e n p u r s u e d , e j e c t s a f e t i d l i q u i d 

a c c o m p a n i e d b y a s m e l l as i n s u f f e r a b l e as t h a t o f 

s o m e o f t h e A m e r i c a n W e e s e l s o r S k u n k s , a n d 

p r o d u c t i v e o f t h e s a m e e f f e c t s . 

H O N E Y W E E S E L . 

Viverra Mellivora. V dorso cinereo, fascia laterali nigra, abdo-
mine nigro, unguibus longis subtus cavis, fossoriis. Lin. Syst. 
Nat. Gmel. p. 9 x. 

W . wi th cinereous back, wi th a black lateral band; the abdomen 
black) the claws long and formed for burrowing. 

Ratel. Sparrm. act. Stockh. 1777. t. \ . f . 3. 

T H I S , a c c o r d i n g t o D r . S p a r r m a n , f e e d s p r i n ­

c i p a l l y o n t h e h o n e y o f w i l d bees a b o u t t h e C a p e 

o f G o o d H o p e , w h i c h i t f i n d s i n t h e h o l e s o f J e r ­

boas , R a b b i t s , a n d o t h e r a n i m a l s , as w e l l as i n h o l ­

l o w t r e e s . T o t h i s , i t s m o s t a c c e p t a b l e f o o d , i t 

is g u i d e d , as D r . S p a r r m a n t e l l s u s , b y a b i r d 

c a l l e d t h e ' H o n e y - G u i d e ( C u c u l u s I n d i c a t o r ) , 

w h i c h u t t e r s a s h r i l l n o t e w h e n e v e r i t d i s c o v e r s 

bees , o n w h i c h i t p r e y s . T h i s a c c o u n t o f S p a r r -

m a n ' s is g r e a t l y r i d i c u l e d b y M r . B r u c e i n h i s 

A b y s s i n i a n t r a v e l s . T h e H o n e y W e e s e l has a 
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r e m a r k a b l y t o u g h a n d loose s k i n , w i t h t h i c k h a i r : 

t h i s is supposed t o b e g i v e n i t as a n a t u r a l d e f e n c e 

a g a i n s t t h e s t i n g s o f t h e bees. M r . P e n n a n t seems 

t o h a v e c o n f o u n d e d t h i s a n i m a l w i t h t h e V Capen­

sis, d e s c r i b e d i n t h e p r e c e d i n g a r t i c l e . B o t h spe­

cies, i n d e e d , are s a i d t o f e e d o n h o n e y , b u t S p a r r ­

m a n m a k e s n o m e n t i o n o f a n y o f f e n s i v e e f f l u v i a 

i n h i s d e s c r i p t i o n . 

C I V E T . 

Viverra Civetta. V cauda superius maculata, versus apkem 
fusca, juba castanea, dorso cinerco fuscoque maculato. Lin. 
Syst. Nat. Gmel. p, 89. 

Ash-coloured W . spotted wi th black, wi th chesnut-coloured 
mane, and dusky tail spotted towards the base. 

Meles fasciis et maculis albis, nigris & rufescentibus variegata. 
Briss. Quadr. p. 186. 

Felis Zibethi. Gesn. Quadr. p. 836. Aldr. dig. 342. 
Civette. Buff. 9. p. 299. pi 34-

THE Viverra Civetta, commonly known by the 

n a m e o f t h e C i v e t C a t , is a n a t i v e o f s e v e r a l 

p a r t s o f A f r i c a a n d I n d i a . T h e g e n e r a l l e n g t h o f 

t h i s a n i m a l , f r o m nose t o t a i l , is s o m e t h i n g m o r e 

t h a n t w o f e e t , a n d t h e t a i l m e a s u r e s f o u r t e e n 

i n c h e s . T h e g r o u n d - c o l o u r o f t h e b o d y is y e l ­

l o w i s h a s h - g r e y , m a r k e d w i t h l a r g e b l a c k i s h o r 

d u s k y spots , d i s p o s e d i n l o n g i t u d i n a l r o w s o n 

e a c h s ide , a n d s o m e t i m e s a t i n g e o f f e r r u g i n o u s 

appears i n t e r m i x e d : t h e h a i r is coa r se , a n d a l o n g 

t h e t o p o f t h e b a c k s t a n d s u p , so as t o f o r m a 
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s o r t o f m a n e : t h e h e a d is o f a l e n g t h e n e d o r 

s h a r p i s h f o r m ; w i t h s h o r t r o u n d e d e a r s : t h e eyes 

a r e o f a b r i g h t s k y - b l u e : t h e t i p o f t h e nose 

b l a c k : t h e s ides o f t h e f a c e , c h i n , b r e a s t , l e g s , 

a n d f e e t , a r e b l a c k ; t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e f a c e , 

a n d p a r t o f t h e s ides o f t h e n e c k , a r e o f a y e l l o w ­

i s h - w h i t e ; f r o m e a c h e a r a r e t h r e e b l a c k s t r i p e s , 

t e r m i n a t i n g a t t h e t h r o a t a n d s h o u l d e r s : t h e t a i l 

is g e n e r a l l y b l a c k , b u t s o m e t i m e s is m a r k e d w i t h 

p a l e o r w h i t i s h s p o t s o n e a c h s i d e t h e base. I t 

is a n a n i m a l o f a w i l d d i s p o s i t i o n , a n d l i v e s i n t h e 

u s u a l m a n n e r o f o t h e r s o f t h i s g e n u s , p r e y i n g 

o n b i r d s , t h e s m a l l e r q u a d r u p e d s , & c . I t is r e ­

m a r k a b l e f o r t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e d r u g c a l l e d 

c i v e t ( s o m e t i m e s e r r o n e o u s l y c o n f o u n d e d w i t h 

m u s k ) . T h i s s u b s t a n c e is a s e c r e t i o n f o r m e d i n 

a l a r g e d o u b l e g l a n d u l a r r e c e p t a c l e , s i t u a t e d a t 

s o m e l i t t l e d i s t a n c e b e n e a t h t h e t a i l , a n d w h i c h 

t h e a n i m a l e m p t i e s s p o n t a n e o u s l y . W h e n t h e 

C i v e t C a t s a r e k e p t i n a s t a t e o f c o n f i n e m e n t (as 

is u s u a l w i t h t h e p e r f u m e r s a t A m s t e r d a m a n d 

o t h e r p l a c e s ) , t h e y a r e p l a c e d , f r o m t i m e t o t i m e , 

i n s t r o n g w o o d e n c a g e s o r r e c e p t a c l e s , so c o n ­

s t r u c t e d as t o p r e v e n t t h e c r e a t u r e f r o m t u r n i n g -

r o u n d a n d b i t i n g t h e p e r s o n e m p l o y e d i n c o l ­

l e c t i n g t h e s e c r e t e d s u b s t a n c e : t h i s o p e r a t i o n is 

s a i d t o b e g e n e r a l l y p e r f o r m e d t w i c e a w e e k , a n d 

is d o n e b y s c r a p i n g o u t t h e c i v e t w i t h a s m a l l 

s p a t u l a o r s p o o n . T h i s s u b s t a n c e is o f a y e l l o w ­

i s h c o l o u r , a n d o f t h e c o n s i s t e n c e o f a n u n g u e n t ; 

o f a n e x t r e m e l y s t r o n g a n d e v e n u n p l e a s a n t o d o u r 

w h e n f r e s h , so as s o m e t i m e s t o cause g i d d i n e s s 



3 9 8 Z I B E T . 

a n d h e a d a c h ; b u t b e c o m e s m o r e a g r e e a b l e b y 

k e e p i n g * : t h e q u a n t i t y o b t a i n e d e a c h t i m e 

a m o u n t s t o a b o u t a d r a m . 

C i v e t , t h o u g h a n a r t i c l e i n t h e m o r e a n c i e n t 

m a t e r i a m e d i c a , a n d t h o u g h s t i l l e m p l o y e d b y t h e 

o r i e n t a l p h y s i c i a n s , is w i t h us c h i e f l y u s e d i n pe r ­

f u m e s . I t has a v e r y f r a g r a n t s m e l l , a n d a s u b -

a c r i d t a s t e : i t u n i t e s r e a d i l y w i t h o i l s , b o t h e x ­

pressed a n d d i s t i l l e d ; i n w a t e r y o r s p i r i t u o u s m e n ­

s t r u a i t does n o t d i s s o l v e , b u t i m p r e g n a t e s t h e 

f l u i d s s t r o n g l y w i t h i t s o d o u r . I t m a y , h o w e v e r , 

b e m a d e t o u n i t e w i t h , o r b e s o l u b l e i n w a t e r , 

b y m e a n s o f r u b b i n g w i t h m u c i l a g e s . 

Z I B E T . 

Viverra Zibetha. V. cauda annulata, dorso anereo nigroque un-
datim striato. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 89. 

Ash-grey W . with black undulations and annulated tail. 
Felis Zibethi. Gesn. Quadr. 837. 
Animal Zibethi, vel Hyaena veterum Bellonii. Aldr. dig. 343. 
Zibet. Buff. 9. p. 299. pi. 3 1 . 

THIS, which was figured as a variety by Gesner, 

a n d m o r e p r e c i s e l y d i s c r i m i n a t e d b y B u f f o n , seems 

t o b e c o n s i d e r e d b y m o d e r n n a t u r a l i s t s as a d i s ­

t i n c t spec ie s ; M r . P e n n a n t , h o w e v e r , e v e n i n h i s 

l a s t e d i t i o n , s t i l l r e g a r d s i t as t h e s a m e w i t h t h e 

* This is denied by the French academicians of the last cen­
tury, who say, that after keeping it a year i t seemed to smell ex­
actly as at first. 
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p r e c e d i n g , f r o m w h i c h , i n d e e d , i t s eems t o d i f f e r 

i n so f e w p a r t i c u l a r s as s t i l l t o l e a v e t h e d e t e r m i n a ­

t i o n d i f f i c u l t . T h e Z i b e t is c h i e f l y f o u n d i n I n d i a 

a n d t h e I n d i a n i s l a n d s . I t s g e n e r a l a s p e c t is t h e 

s a m e w i t h t h e f o r m e r spec i e s , b u t i t s s n o u t i s 

s o m e w h a t s h a r p e r ; i t s t a i l l o n g e r , a n d , i n s t e a d o f 

b e i n g b l a c k o r d u s k y , w i t h m e r e l y a f e w w h i t i s h 

p a t c h e s a t t h e base , is s t r o n g l y s e m i - a n n u l a t e d o r 

b a n d e d w i t h a l t e r n a t e b l a c k a n d w h i t e s p a c e s : 

t h e r e is n o p e r c e p t i b l e m a n e o n t h e b a c k , n o r 

a n y l a r g e b r o w n o r b l a c k i s h p a t c h u n d e r t h e eyes , 

as i n t h e f o r m e r a n i m a l : t h e h a i r a l so is s h o r t e r 

a n d s o f t e r t h a n i n t h e p r e c e d i n g k i n d , a n d t h e 

v a r i e g a t i o n s a r e m o r e d i s p o s e d i n t h e f o r m o f u n ­

d u l a t i o n s t h a n s p o t s , e s p e c i a l l y o n t h e l i m b s . I n 

s h o r t , t h i s spec ies m a y b e c a l l e d t h e I n d i a n , a n d 

t h e f o r m e r t h e A f r i c a n , C i v e t C a t . I n d i s p o s i ­

t i o n a n d m a n n e r s t h e y b o t h s e e m t o a g r e e ; as 

w e l l as i n t h e s e c r e t i o n o f t h e p e r f u m e b e f o r e d e ­

s c r i b e d , w h i c h is c o l l e c t e d f r o m b o t h a n i m a l s i n 

t h e s a m e m a n n e r . 
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T H R E E - S T R I P E D WEESEL. 

Viverra Hermaphrodita. V cauda elongata apice atra striis 
tribus dorsalibus nigris. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel, p. 90. 

Dark-grey W . with three black dorsal stripes, and long tail with 
black t ip . 

Viverra hermaphrodita Pallas. Schreb. Quadr. p. 426. 

THIS species is described by Mr. Schreber from 

D r . Pa l l a s . I t s size is b e t w e e n t h a t o f t h e C i v e t 

a n d t h e G e n e t : i t s c o l o u r a d a r k a s h - g r e y , w i t h 

t h r e e b l a c k d o r s a l s t r i p e s : t h e s n o u t , a n d f a c e be ­

y o n d t h e eyes, t h e t h r o a t , a n d t h e f e e t , a re b l a c k : 

t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l b l a c k a l s o : b e n e a t h t h e eyes is 

a w h i t i s h spo t , a n d t h e u n d e r s i de o f t h e b o d y is 

l i g h t e r t h a n t h e u p p e r . I t is a n a t i v e o f B a r b a r y . 

G E N E T . 

Viverra Genetta. V cauda annulata corpore fuho-nigncante 
maculato. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 65. 

Fulvous-grey W . with the body marked with rows of black 
spots, and annulated tail . 

Genette. Belon. obs. p. 73. Gesn. Quadr. 549. 
Genette. Buff". 9. p. 343. pi. 36. 

THE Genet is one of the most beautiful ani­

m a l s o f t h i s g e n u s . I t is a b o u t t h e size o f a v e r y 

s m a l l C a t , b u t is o f a l o n g e r f o r m , W i t h a s h a r p -

p o i n t e d s n o u t , u p r i g h t ears , s l i g h t l y p o i n t e d , a n d 

v e r y l o n g t a i l . T h e c o l o u r o f t h e G e n e t is c o m ­

m o n l y a p a l e r e d d i s h - g r e y , w i t h a b l a c k o r d u s k y 



G E N E T . 4 0 1 

l i n e r u n n i n g a l o n g t h e b a c k , w h e r e t h e h a i r i s 

r a t h e r l o n g e r t h a n o n t h e o t h e r p a r t s , a n d f o r m s 

t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a v e r y s l i g h t m a n e : a l o n g t h e 

s ides o f t h e b o d y r u n s e v e r a l r o w s o f r o u n d i s h 

b l a c k spo t s , w h i c h s o m e t i m e s i n c l i n e a l i t t l e t o 

a s q u a r i s h f o r m : t h e m u z z l e is d u s k y ; b e n e a t h 

e a c h e y e is a w h i t e s p o t : t h e c h e e k s , s ides o f t h e 

n e c k , a n d t h e l i m b s , a r e s p o t t e d i n a p r o p o r t i o n ­

a l l y s m a l l e r p a t t e r n t h a n t h e b o d y , a n d t h e t a i l is 

a n n u l a t e d w i t h b l a c k . 

T h e G e n e t is a n a n i m a l o f a m i l d d i s p o s i t i o n , 

a n d e a s i l y t a m e d . I n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f t h e eas t , 

as w e l l as a t C o n s t a n t i n o p l e , i t is d o m e s t i c a t e d 

l i k e t h e C a t , a n d is s a i d t o b e e q u a l , o r s u p e r i o r , 

t o t h a t a n i m a l i n c l e a r i n g h o u s e s f r o m r a t s a n d 

m i c e . I t is a c l e a n l y a n i m a l , a n d has a s l i g h t 

m u s k y s m e l l . I t is a n a t i v e o f t h e w e s t e r n p a r t s 

o f A s i a , b u t is s a i d l i k e w i s e t o o c c u r i n S p a i n , a n d 

e v e n o c c a s i o n a l l y i n s o m e p a r t s o f F r a n c e . 

VAR. ? 

The French variety, however, according to the 

d e s c r i p t i o n a n d f i g u r e o f t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , is 

f a r less e l e g a n t l y a n d d i s t i n c t l y s p o t t e d t h a n t h e 

O r i e n t a l G e n e t , a n d , i n d e e d , M r . P e n n a n t , i n h i s 

H i s t o r y o f Q u a d r u p e d s , c o n s i d e r s i t as a d i s t i n c t 

spec ies , u n d e r t h e n a m e o f Pilosello. A c c o r d i n g 

t o M r . P e n n a n t , t h e P i l o s e l l o is s m a l l e r t h a n a 

F e r r e t , a n d is f o u n d a b o u t t h e r o c k o f G i b r a l t a r , 

a n d s o m e p a r t s o f S p a i n a n d F r a n c e . I t s p r e v a i l ­

i n g t i n g e i s r u s t - c o l o u r , w i t h r a t h e r i r r e g u l a r 
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b l a c k s p o t s : t h e nose d e e p b r o w n ; t h e t a i l t a w n y , 

s l i g h t l y a n n u l a t e d w i t h b l a c k ; t h e f a c e , c h i n , a n d 

u n d e r s ide o f t h e n e c k , c i n e r e o u s , a n d a d a r k l i n e 

r u n s u p t h e f o r e h e a d . 

FOSSANE. 

Viverra Fossa. V cauda annulata, corpore cinereo nigro macu-

lato. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 91 . 
Ash-coloured W spotted with black, and with annulated tad. 

Fossane. Buff. 13. p. 163. pi 20. 
Fossane Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 75. 

THE Fossane appears to be so nearly allied to 

t h e G e n e t , t h a t i t m i g h t a l m o s t pass f o r a v a ­

r i e t y o f t h a t a n i m a l . I t s c o l o u r s , h o w e v e r , a re 

s o m e w h a t b o l d e r o r m o r e c o n t r a s t e d t h a n i n t h e 

G e n e t , a n d t h e r o w s o f spo ts a l o n g t h e sides s t i l l 

m o r e r e g u l a r l y d i s p o s e d . B e n e a t h a n d a b o v e 

e a c h eye is c o m m o n l y a w h i t e p a t c h ; a n d f r o m 

t h e h i n d p a r t s o f t h e h e a d t o w a r d s t h e b a c k a n d 

s h o u l d e r s r u n f o u r b l a c k l i n e s . T h e w h o l e u n d e r 

s ide o f t h e b o d y is o f a d i n g y w h i t e : t h e t a i l is a n ­

n u l a t e d w i t h b l a c k a n d w h i t e . T h i s a n i m a l is a 

n a t i v e o f M a d a g a s c a r , G u i n e a , B e n g a l , C o c h i n -

c h i n a , a n d t h e P h i l i p p i n e i s l ands . I t is s a i d t o 

b e possessed o f c o n s i d e r a b l e fierceness, a n d t o b e 

d i f f i c u l t l y t a m e d . I n d e s t r o y s p o u l t r y i n t h e m a n ­

n e r o f t h e c o m m o n W e e s e l . W h e n y o u n g i t i s 

s a i d t o b e g o o d f o o d . I t s size i s t h a t o f t h e G e ­

n e t . 
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P R E H E N S I L E W E E S E L . 

Viverra Caudivolvula. V.flava nigro-mixta, cauda itnicolore pre-
hensili. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 91. 

Yellow W shaded wi th dusky, wi th prehensile tai l . 
Yellow Macauco. Pennant Synops. Quadr. p. 138. 
Yellow "Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 59. 
Le Kinkajou Potot. B u f f , suppl. 3. p. 25x.pl. 51. 

THIS animal was first described by Mr. Pen­

n a n t i n h i s S y n o p s i s o f Q u a d r u p e d s , u n d e r t h e 

n a m e o f - t h e Y e l l o w M a c a u c o , a t i t l e w h i c h w a s 

a f t e r w a r d s c h a n g e d t o t h a t o f Y e l l o w W e e s e l , i n 

w h i c h g e n u s i t f o r m s a k i n d o f a n o m a l o u s spec ies , 

h a v i n g a p r e h e n s i l e t a i l . I t is n i n e t e e n i n c h e s i n 

l e n g t h f r o m t h e n o s e t o t h e t a i l , w h i c h is s e v e n ­

t e e n i n c h e s l o n g . T h e n o s e is s h o r t a n d d u s k y ; 

t h e eyes s m a l l ; t h e ears s h o r t , b r o a d , a n d f l a p ­

p i n g , a n d p l a c e d a t a g r e a t d i s t a n c e f r o m e a c h 

o t h e r : t h e h e a d f l a t a n d b r o a d ; t h e c h e e k s s w e l l ­

i n g o u t ; t h e t o n g u e v e r y l o n g : t h e l e g s a n d 

t h i g h s s h o r t a n d t h i c k ; w i t h five toes t o e a c h 

f o o t ; c l a w s l a r g e , s l i g h t l y h o o k e d , a n d f l e s h - c o ­

l o u r e d . I t s c o l o u r y e l l o w , s h a d e d w i t h d u s k y . 

A b l a c k i s h o r d u s k y l i s t r u n s d o w n t h e b a c k f r o m 

h e a d t o t a i l , a n d a s i m i l a r o n e h a l f w a y c l o w n t h e 

b e l l y . T h i s a n i m a l is o f g e n t l e m a n n e r s , a c t i v e 

a n d p l a y f u l , a n d h a n g s b y i t s t a i l o c c a s i o n a l l y , i n 

t h e m a n n e r o f t h e p r e h e n s i l e - t a i l e d M o n k i e s . I t 

i s s u p p o s e d t o b e a n a t i v e o f J a m a i c a . 

http://25x.pl
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Var. f 

KINKAJOU. 

Le Kinkajou. Buff, suppl. 3. p. 245. pi. 50. 
Mexican Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 60. 

THIS, which is supposed by Buffon to be the 

s a m e a n i m a l w i t h t h e p r e c e d i n g , is b y M r . P e n ­

n a n t c o n s i d e r e d as a d i s t i n c t species . I t i s , ac­

c o r d i n g t o t h e m e a s u r e s g i v e n b y B u f f o n , a l a r g e r 

a n i m a l t h a n t h e p r e c e d i n g , b u t so g r e a t is t h e g e ­

n e r a l a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n t h e t w o , t h a t i t seems 

n o t v e r y easy t o c o n c e i v e a s p e c i f i c d i f f e r e n c e . 

T h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r is t h e s ame i n b o t h ; t h e t a i l 

i n b o t h is p r e h e n s i l e : t h e t o n g u e e x t r e m e l y l o n g : 

t h e m a n n e r s i n b o t h t h e same. T h i s m e n t i o n e d 

b y B u f f o n w o u l d seize o n b i r d s , a n d s u c k t h e 

b l o o d w i t h o u t t e a r i n g i t s p r e y . I t was f o n d o f 

f r u i t s a n d v e g e t a b l e s o f s e v e r a l k i n d s , a n d was 

d e l i g h t e d w i t h s u g a r a n d v a r i o u s sweets . I t s l e p t 

m u c h b y d a y , a n d was l i v e l y d u r i n g t h e n i g h t : 

h a d t h e a c t i o n s o f a M o n k e y : h a d a v a r i e t y o f 

c r i e s , s o m e t i m e s a k i n d o f b a r k i n g n o t e , a t o t h e r 

t i m e s h i s s i n g , o r v a r i o u s l y m o d i f i e d . I t was 

b r o u g h t f r o m N e w S p a i n . 
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F A S C I A T E D W E E S E L . 

Viverra Fasciata. V. caudce pilis longis nigris et rufescentibus, 
corpore griseo fasciis sex nigris longitudinalibus vario, subtus 
albo, Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 92. 

Grey W . wi th six longitudinal black bands. 
Chat sauvage a bandes noires des Indes. Sonner. voy. 2. p. 143. 

pi. 90. 

THIS, says Mons. Sonnerat, measures two feet 

f r o m h e a d t o t a i l , w h i c h is n i n e i n c h e s l o n g : i t 

has t w o c u t t i n g - t e e t h i n e a c h j a w ; t h o s e o f t h e i n ­

f e r i o r b e i n g t h e s t r o n g e s t : s i x t e e n c a n i n e - t e e t h i n 

e a c h j a w : fives t oe s o n e a c h f o o t , w i t h s t r o n g c r o o k ­

e d c l a w s : b o d y l o n g , c o v e r e d w i t h e v e n a n d c l o s e -

set h a i r ; l e g s s h o r t ; t a i l s l e n d e r , a l m o s t as l o n g 

as t h e b o d y , a n d e n d i n g i n a p o i n t , l i k e t h a t o f a 

C a t : i t is m a r k e d w i t h b l a c k a n d r e d d i s h h a i r s , 

w h i c h a r e l o n g e r t h a n t h o s e o f t h e b o d y . T h i s 

c r e a t u r e is o f a g r e y - c o l o u r , t i n g e d w i t h r e d d i s h 

o n t h e l o w e r p a r t s o f t h e h e a d , n e c k , l e g s , a n d 

f e e t : t h e b e l l y is w h i t e . O n t h e b o d y a r e s i x 

b a n d s o f b l a c k , f o u r o f w h i c h a r e s t r a i t , b e g i n ­

n i n g a t t h e b a c k o f t h e h e a d , a n d g o i n g a l o n g 

t h e b o d y t o t h e t a i l , w h e r e t h e y t e r m i n a t e : t h e 

t w o o t h e r s , w h i c h a r e o n e a c h s i d e t h e b e l l y , a r e 

w a v e d as i t w e r e : t h e y b e g i n a t t h e s h o u l d e r s , 

a n d t e r m i n a t e b y r o u n d i n g o f f o n t h e h i n d p a r t s ; 

a n d b e n e a t h t h e i r t e r m i n a t i o n i s a s m a l l e r b i f i d 

o n e o v e r t h e t h i g h . T h e eyes a r e l i v e l y , a n d o f 

a y e l l o w - c o l o u r , w i t h a c a s t o f r e d : t h e p u p i l , i n 

s o m e v i e w s , a p p e a r i n g o b l o n g . T h i s spec ies is a 
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n a t i v e o f I n d i a , a n d was f i r s t d e s c r i b e d a n d f i g u r e d 

b y M o n s . S o n n e r a t . 

M A L A C C A WEESEL. 

Viverra Malaccensis. V. cauda nigro annulata elongata, corpore 
griseo supra nigro-guttato, maculis quatuor rotundis supra ocu-
los, fasciis colli dorsique tribus nigris. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. 
p. 92. 

Grey W . with longitudinal black stripes on the neck and rump, 
and round black spots on the sides. 

La Civette de Malacca. Sonner. voy. 2. p. 144. pi. 9 1 . 

THIS, a native of Malacca, is one of those ani­

m a l s w h i c h w e o w e t o t h e a s s i d u i t y o f M o n s . S o n ­

n e r a t . H e says i t is o f t h e size o f a d o m e s t i c C a t , 

a n d t h a t i t has t h e s a m e c h a r a c t e r a n d m a n n e r s . 

T h e w h o l e a n i m a l is o f a p e a r l - g r e y , deepes t o n 

t h e u p p e r p a r t s : t h e s n o u t is l o n g i s h ; t h e ears 

s m a l l a n d r o u n d , a n d t h e l i m b s s h o r t ; t h e c l a w s 

f i v e i n n u m b e r , w e a k , c r o o k e d , a n d r e t r a c t i l e . 

T h e t o p o f t h e h e a d is b l a c k ; a n d i t has f o u r 

r o u n d b l a c k spots a b o v e e a c h e y e , s i t u a t e d l o n g i ­

t u d i n a l l y : t h e eyes a r e s m a l l a n d b l a c k ; t h e p u ­

p i l , i n s o m e v i e w s , o b l o n g . O v e r t h e n e c k r u n 

t h r e e l o n g i t u d i n a l b l a c k b a n d s , c o m m e n c i n g b e ­

h i n d t h e h e a d , a n d t e r m i n a t i n g a t t h e s h o u l d e r s ; 

a n d t h r e e o t h e r b a n d s c o m m e n c e o v e r t h e l o i n s 

a n d t e r m i n a t e a t t h e t a i l : t h e r e is a lso a n o t h e r 

b a n d r u n n i n g a l o n g t h e m i d d l e o f t h e b e l l y . O n 

e a c h s ide t h e b o d y a n d t h i g h s a re t h i r t y r o u n d b l a c k 
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s p o t s , s y m m e t r i c a l l y a r r a n g e d i n r o w s , v i z . t h r e e 

r o w s o n e a c h s i d e , a n d o n e o v e r t h e b a c k : t h e 

t a i l , w h i c h is l o n g e r t h a n t h e b o d y , i s m a r k e d 

w i t h a g r e a t m a n y a l t e r n a t e b l a c k a n d g r e y c i r ­

c les . F r o m t h e a b o v e d e s c r i p t i o n , as w e l l as f r o m 

S o n n e r a t ' s f i g u r e , i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h i s a n i m a l is 

m u c h a l l i e d t o t h e G e n e t a n d t h e Fos sane . M r . 

S o n n e r a t t e l l s us i t l i v e s b y c h a s e ; a n d is v e r y 

n i m b l e i n m o u n t i n g t r e e s , & c . i t is a f i e r c e c r e a ­

t u r e , a n d i f o n l y w o u n d e d , w h e n s h o t a t , w i l l 

t u r n b a c k a n d a t t a c k t h e a g g r e s s o r . I t d i f f u s e s a 

p o w e r f u l m u s k y o d o u r , w h i c h is o w i n g t o a p e c u ­

l i a r r e c e p t a c l e l i k e t h a t o f t h e C i v e t C a t a n d 

s o m e o t h e r s o f t h i s g e n u s . T h e M a l a y s c o l l e c t 

t h e f l u i d t h u s s e c r e t e d , a n d p r e t e n d t h a t i t is s t i ­

m u l a n t a n d s t o m a c h i c . I t is m u c h e s t e e m e d f o r 

t h e s e q u a l i t i e s b y t h e C h i n e s e , w h o p u r c h a s e i t o f 

t h e M a l a y s . 

T h e a n i m a l d e s c r i b e d a n d f i g u r e d i n t h e 7 t h 

s u p p l e m e n t a l v o l u m e o f B u f f o n , u n d e r t h e t i t l e o f 

Genette du Cap de Bonne Esperance, a p p e a r s t o m e 

t o b e n o o t h e r t h a n a v a r i e t y o f t h e a b o v e spe­

c ies . I t is s a i d t o h a v e b e e n c o m m u n i c a t e d b y 

M o n s . S o n n e r a t b y t h e n a m e o f Chat masque du 

Cap de Bonne Esperance. T h e f i g u r e r e p r e s e n t s 

i t w h i t e , w i t h b l a c k s t r i p e s a n d spo t s . 

T h e Ermined Weesel M r . P e n n a n t , d e s c r i b e d 

a n d f i g u r e d i n t h e a d d i t i o n s t o t h e H i s t o r y o f 

Q u a d r u p e d s , f r o m a d r a w i n g c o m m u n i c a t e d b y 

G e n e r a l D a v i e s , i s , p e r h a p s , a n o t h e r v a r i e t y . I t 

is w h i t e , w i t h t h e n e c k a n d w h o l e b o d y s p o t t e d 

w i t h e r m i n e - l i k e b l a c k spo t s d i s p o s e d i n r o w s : 
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T h e t a i l is a n n u l a t e d w i t h b l a c k , a n d s l i g h t l y 

t u f t e d w i t h b l a c k a t t h e e n d : t h e ears s h o r t , 

r o u n d e d , a n d n a k e d , a n d w i t h i n o f a fine p i n k -

c o l o u r . I t is s a i d t o b e a n a t i v e o f C o c h i n - C h m a . 

T I G E R I N E WEESEL. 

Viverra Tigrina. V cauda annulata, apice fusca, corpore cinerco 
fusco-maculato, stria a capite ad caudam producta nigra. Lin. 

Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 9 1 . 
Yellowish-grey W . with brown variegations, annulated tail t ip­

ped with black, and a black stripe from head to tai l . 
Chat-Bizaam. Vosmaer descr. Amst. 1771. 
Blotched Cat. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 298. 

THIS animal was described by Mr. Vosmaer, 

f r o m a s p e c i m e n s h e w n a t A m s t e r d a m . I t is o f 

t h e size o f a C a t , a n d o f m i l d m a n n e r s . T h e 

b o d y is o f a c i n e r e o u s b r o w n - c o l o u r , w i t h a b l a c k 

s t r i p e f r o m h e a d t o t a i l , a n d s p o t t e d o n t h e sides 

w i t h b r o w n : t h e t a i l is a n n u l a t e d , a n d has a 

b r o w n t i p . M r . P e n n a n t , i n t h e l a s t e d i t i o n o f 

h i s H i s t o r y o f Q u a d r u p e d s , r e f e r s t h i s a n i m a l t o 

t h e G e n u s F e l i s , a n d , i n d e e d , f r o m M r . V o s m a e f s 

figure, i t s h o u l d seem t o h a v e , a t l eas t , e q u a l a f ­

finity t o t h a t g e n u s as t o t h e p r e s e n t . M r . S c h r e ­

ber , h o w e v e r , m a k e s i t a V i v e r r a . 
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M A R T I N . 

Viverra Foina. 
Mustek Foina. M. pedibus Jissis*, corpore fulvo nigricante, 

gula alba. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 95. 
Blackish-fulvous W . wi th white throat. 
Martes domestica. Gesn. Quadr. 765. Aldr. dig. p. 332. 
Fouine. B u f f . j.p. 161.pl. 18. 
Mar t in . Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 4 1 . 

THE Martin is an animal of a highly elegant 

a p p e a r a n c e . I t s g e n e r a l l e n g t h , f r o m nose t o t a i l , 

is a b o u t a f o o t a n d h a l f , a n d t h e t a i l is t e n i n c h e s 

l o n g . T h e M a r t i n is o f a b l a c k i s h t a w n y 7 c o l o u r , 

w i t h a w h i t e t h r o a t ; a n d t h e b e l l y is o f a d u s k y -

b r o w n ; t h e t a i l is b u s h y o r f u l l o f h a i r , a n d o f a 

d a r k e r c o l o u r t h a n t h e o t h e r p a r t s : t h e ears a r e 

m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e a n d r o u n d e d , a n d t h e eves 

l i v e l y . T h i s a n i m a l is a n a t i v e o f m o s t p a r t s o f 

E u r o p e ; i n h a b i t i n g w o o d s a n d fields, a n d p r e y i n g 

o n b i r d s a n d o t h e r s m a l l a n i m a l s . I f t a k e n y o u n g , 

i t m a y b e e a s i l y t a m e d , a n d e v e n r e n d e r e d d o ­

m e s t i c . I t b r e e d s i n t h e h o l l o w s o f t r ee s , a n d 

b r i n g s f o r t h f r o m t h r e e t o five y o u n g . T h e s k i n 

is u s e d as a f u r . 

* The words pedibus Jissis, or with divided feet, in opposition to 
pedibus palmatis, or webbed feet, are, of course, unnecessary in the 
present arrangement, in which the Otters form a separate genus. 
They are, therefore, purposely omitted in all the following specific 

characters belonging to this genus. 

V- I . P. I I . 2 7 
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P I N E M A R T I N . 

Viverra Martes. 
Mustek Martes. M. corpore fulvo nigricante, gulaflava. Lin. 

Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 95. 
Blackish-fulvous W . with yellow throat. 
Martes. Aldr. dig. 331. 
Martes Abietum. Raj. Quadr. 200. 
Marte. Buff. 7. p. 1S6.pl. 22. 
Pine Martin. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 4 1 . 

THIS animal so extremely resembles the pre­

c e d i n g as sca rce t o b e d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m i t b y 

a n y o t h e r c h a r a c t e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e y e l l o w t h r o a t 

a n d b r e a s t : i t i s , h o w e v e r , g e n e r a l l y s a id t o h a v e 

t h e h e a d r a t h e r s h o r t e r t h a n t h e c o m m o n M a r t i n . 

I t f r e q u e n t s p i n e - w o o d s i n p a r t i c u l a r , a n d is ac­

c o r d i n g l y f o u n d i n s u c h c o u n t r i e s as m o s t a b o u n d 

i n t h a t species o f t i m b e r . I n E n g l a n d i t is m u c h 

less f r e q u e n t t h a n t h e f o r m e r , b u t i n s o m e p a r t s 

o f G e r m a n y , S w e d e n , & c . as w e l l as i n N o r t h 

A m e r i c a , i t is a v e r y c o m m o n a n i m a l . I t is s a id 

n o t t o be f o u n d i n S i b e r i a . I t n e v e r f r e q u e n t s 

houses , as t h e c o m m o n M a r t i n o c c a s i o n a l l y d o e s ; 

b u t c o n f i n e s i t s e l f a l t o g e t h e r t o t h e w o o d s a n d 

fields. I t s f u r is c o n s i d e r e d as o f a f a r s u p e r i o r q u a ­

l i t y t o t h a t o f t h e f o r m e r species , a n d t h e s k i n s 

f o r m a g r e a t a r t i c l e o f c o m m e r c e : t hose w h i c h 

a re f o u n d a b o u t t h e r e g i o n o f M o u n t C a u c a s u s 

a re e s t e e m e d finer t h a n a n y o t h e r s : i n these t h e 

t h r o a t is o f a n o r a n g e - c o l o u r . S o m e n a t u r a l i s t s 

h a v e supposed t h e P i n e a n d C o m m o n M a r t i n t o 

b e n o o t h e r t h a n v a r i e t i e s o f t h e s ame s p e c i e s ; 

http://1S6.pl
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b u t t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n c o n s i d e r s t h e m as p e r ­

f e c t l y d i s t i n c t , a n d o b s e r v e s t h a t n o v a r i a t i o n is 

e v e r k n o w n t o t a k e p l a c e i n t h e c o l o u r s , o r t h e 

m a n n e r s o f t h e t w o a n i m a l s ; b u t t h a t t h e o n e c o n ­

f i n e s i t s e l f e n t i r e l y t o t h e d e e p recesses o f t h e 

f o r e s t s , w h i l e t h e c o m m o n M a r t i n a p p r o a c h e s 

o u r h a b i t a t i o n s , a n d t a k e s u p h i s a b o d e i n o l d 

b u i l d i n g s , h a y - l o f t s , h o l e s o f w a l l s , & c . B o t h 

species h a v e a n a g r e e a b l e k i n d o f m u s k y s m e l l . 

B u f f o n a f f i r m s t h a t t h e P i n e M a r t i n f r e q u e n t l y 

u s u r p s t h e n e s t o f t h e S q u i r r e l , as w e l l as o f t h e 

B u z z a r d , & c . i n o r d e r t o b r e e d i n , a n d s o m e t i m e s 

d i s l o d g e s t h e W o o d p e c k e r s f r o m t h e i r h o l e s f o r 

t h e s a m e p u r p o s e . I t is s a i d t o p r o d u c e s e v e n o r 

e i g h t y o u n g a t a b i r t h . 

S A B L E . 

Viverra Zibellina. 
Mustek Zibellina. M. corpore obscure fulvo, fronte exalbida, 

gutture cinereo. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 96". 
Blackish-fulvous W . wi th whitish front, and grey throat. 
Mustek Sobella. Gem. Quadr. p. 768. 
Mustek Zibellina. Aldr. dig. p. 333. 
Zibeline. B u f f . 13 .p. 309. 
Sable Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 43. 

THE Sable is greatly allied to the Martin in its 

g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e , b u t has a l o n g e r o r s h a r p e r 

h e a d , a n d m o r e l e n g t h e n e d ears . I t s g e n e r a l c o ­

l o u r is a d e e p g l o s s y b r o w n ; t h e h a i r b e i n g a s h -
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c o l o u r e d a t t h e r o o t s a n d b l a c k a t t h e t i p s : t h e 

c h i n is c i n e r e o u s , a n d t h e edges o f t h e ears y e l ­

l o w i s h . I t s size is e q u a l t o t h a t o f t h e M a r t i n ; 

b u t , e x c l u s i v e o f o t h e r d i f f e r e n c e s , a p r i n c i p a l 

o n e cons is t s i n t h e t a i l , w h i c h is m u c h s h o r t e r i n 

p r o p o r t i o n t h a n i n t h e M a r t i n . T h e Sable is a n 

i n h a b i t a n t o f t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t s o f A s i a , a n d is 

a n e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t a r t i c l e i n t h e f u r t r a d e . 

I t p r i n c i p a l l y l i v e s i n ho les u n d e r g r o u n d , especi ­

a l l y u n d e r t h e r o o t s o f t rees , a n d s o m e t i m e s , l i k e 

t h e M a r t i n , f o r m s i t s n e s t i n t h e h o l l o w s o f t rees . 

I t is an a c t i v e , l i v e l y a n i m a l , p r e y i n g , i n t h e m a n ­

n e r o f t h e M a r t i n , o n t h e s m a l l e r q u a d r u p e d s , 

b i r d s , & c . L i k e t h e M a r t i n i t is a lso m o s t l i v e l y 

d u r i n g t h e n i g h t , a n d sleeps m u c h b y d a y . I n 

a u t u m n t h e Sable is s a i d t o e a t c r a n b e r r i e s , w h o r -

t les , & c . I t b r i n g s f o r t h e a r l y i n t h e s p r i n g , a n d 

has f r o m t h r e e t o f i v e y o u n g a t a t i m e . T h e 

chase o f t h e Sable , a c c o r d i n g t o M r . P e n n a n t , 

was , d u r i n g t h e m o r e b a r b a r o u s p e r i o d s o f t h e 

R u s s i a n e m p i r e , t h e p r i n c i p a l t a s k o f t h e u n h a p p y 

e x i l e s w h o w e r e sen t i n t o S i b e r i a , a n d w h o , as w e l l 

as t h e so ld i e r s s en t t h e r e , w e r e o b l i g e d t o f u r n i s h , 

w i t h i n a g i v e n t i m e , a c e r t a i n q u a n t i t y o f f u r s ; 

b u t , as S i b e r i a is n o w b e c o m e m o r e p o p u l o u s , t h e 

Sables h a v e i n g r e a t m e a s u r e q u i t t e d i t , a n d h a v e 

r e t i r e d f a r t h e r t o t h e n o r t h a n d east, i n t o t h e d e ­

se r t f o r e s t s a n d m o u n t a i n s . 

Sables a r e n u m b e r e d a m o n g t h e m o s t v a l u ­

a b l e o f f u r s . F r o m a n a b s t r a c t d r a w n u p b y 

t h e l a t e D r . F o r s t e r , f r o m M i d l e r ' s a c c o u n t o f i t s 

c o m m e r c i a l h i s t o r y , i t appears t h a t t h e p r i c e 
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v a r i e s f r o m o n e t o t e n p o u n d s s t e r l i n g a n d a b o v e . 

T h e b l a c k e s t a n d t h o s e w h i c h h a v e t h e f i n e s t 

b l o o m o r g l o s s a r e r e p u t e d t h e bes t . T h e v e r y 

b e s t a r e s a i d t o c o m e f r o m t h e e n v i r o n s o f Nertch-

isk a n d Yakutsk, a n d i n t h i s l a t t e r d i s t r i c t , t h e 

c o u n t r y a b o u t t h e r i v e r Ud s o m e t i m e s a f f o r d s Sa­

b l e s o f w h i c h a s i n g l e f u r i s s o l d a t t h e r a t e o f 

s i x t y o r s e v e n t y r u b l e s , o r t w e l v e o r f o u r t e e n 

p o u n d s s t e r l i n g . S o m e t i m e s t h e f u r s o f Sables a r e 

f r a u d u l e n t l y d y e d , a n d o t h e r w i s e p r e p a r e d , i n o r ­

d e r t o g i v e t h e m a m o r e i n t e n s e c o l o u r , b u t t h e s e 

a r e v e r y i n f e r i o r t o t h e f i n e n a t u r a l ones , a n d a r e 

d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e b y a k i n d o f w i t h e r e d o r d u l l a p ­

p e a r a n c e o f t h e h a i r i t s e l f w h e n a c c u r a t e l y i n ­

s p e c t e d . 

T h e Sab le o c c u r s i n N o r t h A m e r i c a , as w e l l as 

i n A s i a ; t h e A m e r i c a n Sables a r e s a i d t o b e c h i e f l y 

o f a c h e s n u t - c o l o u r , a n d m o r e g l o s s y , b u t c o a r s e r 

t h a n t h e S i b e r i a n Sables . I t is n e c e s s a r y t o o b ­

s e r v e , t h a t t h e S a b l e v a r i e s i n i t s c a s t o f c o l o u r a t 

d i f f e r e n t seasons a n d i n d i f f e r e n t d i s t r i c t s : i n ­

s t ances h a v e b e e n k n o w n , t h o u g h r a r e l y , o f i t s 

b e i n g f o u n d p e r f e c t l y w h i t e . 
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FISHER. 

Viverra Piscator V. dorso abdomine pedibus caudaque nigris, la-
teribus fuscis, facie subcinerea, naso nigro. 

W with the back, belly, feet and tail black, the sides brown, the 
face subcinereous with black nose. 

Fisher Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. $0. 

THIS seems described only by Mr. Pennant, 

w h o i n f o r m s us t h a t , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g i t s n a m e , i t 

is n o t a n a m p h i b i o u s a n i m a l . I t is a n a t i v e o f 

N o r t h A m e r i c a , w h e r e i t is s u p p o s e d , f r o m t h e 

n u m b e r o f s k i n s i m p o r t e d , t o b e b y n o m e a n s u n ­

c o m m o n ; n o t less t h a n 5 8 0 h a v i n g b e e n b r o u g h t 

i n o n e season f r o m N e w Y o r k a n d P e n s y l v a n i a . 

I t va r i e s i n c o l o u r , a n d is s o m e t i m e s n e a r l y b l a c k : 

i t s l e n g t h f r o m nose t o t a i l is t w e n t y - e i g h t i n c h e s ; 

o f t h e t a i l , w h i c h is v e r y f u l l a n d b u s h y , s even ­

t e e n : t h e ears are b r o a d , r o u n d , a n d d u s k y , e d g e d 

w i t h w h i t e : t h e f o r e l egs a r e s h o r t e r t h a n t h e 

h i n d : t h e r e a re five toes o n t h e f o r e f e e t , a n d t h e 

same n u m b e r , b u t s o m e t i m e s o n l y f o u r , o n t h e 

h i n d ; t h e c l a w s l a r g e , w h i t e , a n d c r o o k e d . T h e 

g e n e r a l c o l o u r s a re d e s c r i b e d i n t h e s p e c i f i c c h a ­

r a c t e r . 
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P O L E C A T . 

Viverra Putorius. 
Mustela Putorius M. corpore flavo nigricante, ore auriculisque 

albis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 96. 
Blackish-tawny W . wi th whitish muzzle and ears. 
Putorius. Gesn. Quadr. 767. Aldr. dig. 329. Jonst. Quadr. 154. 
Putois. B u f f . 7. p. 199. pi. 23. 
Fitchet. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 37. 
The Polecat or Fitchet. 

THE Polecat is one of the most remarkable Eu­

r o p e a n spec ies o f t h e W e e s e l t r i b e . I t s c o l o u r is 

a n e x t r e m e l y d e e p b l a c k i s h - b r o w n , w i t h a t a w n y 

ca s t s l i g h t l y i n t e r m i x e d : t h e ears a r e e d g e d w i t h 

w h i t e , a n d t h e s p a c e r o u n d t h e m u z z l e is a lso 

w h i t i s h . T h e g e n e r a l l e n g t h o f t h i s a n i m a l is 

s e v e n t e e n i n c h e s , e x c l u s i v e o f t h e t a i l , w h i c h 

m e a s u r e s a b o u t s i x i n c h e s . T h e P o l e c a t is f o u n d 

i n m o s t p a r t s o f E u r o p e , as w e l l as i n s o m e o f t h e 

A s i a t i c r e g i o n s , as i n S i b e r i a , w h e r e i t is s a i d t o 

b e g e n e r a l l y f o u n d w i t h t h e r u m p o f a w h i t i s h o r 

y e l l o w i s h t i n g e , s u r r o u n d e d w i t h b l a c k . 

T h e P o l e c a t c o m m o n l y f o r m s i t s e l f a s u b t e r ­

r a n e o u s r e t r e a t , s o m e t i m e s , b e n e a t h t h e r o o t s o f 

l a r g e t r ee s , a n d s o m e t i m e s u n d e r h a y - r i c k s , a n d 

i n b a r n s . I t p r e y s i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y o n t h e s m a l l e r 

a n i m a l s , a n d is v e r y d e s t r u c t i v e t o p o u l t r y : i t is 

a l so , l i k e t h e F e r r e t , a c r u e l e n e m y t o r a b b e t s , 

w h i c h i t d e s t r o y s b y s u c k i n g t h e i r b l o o d , i n s t e a d 

o f t e a r i n g t h e m i m m e d i a t e l y i n p i eces . I t s teals 

i n t o b a r n s , p i g e o n - h o u s e s , & c . w h e r e i t o c c a s i o n ­

a l l y m a k e s g r e a t h a v o c k ; b i t i n g o f f t h e heads o f 

f o w l s a n d p i g e o n s , a n d t h e n c a r r y i n g t h e m a w a y 
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t o i t s r e t r e a t ; a n d s o m e t i m e s i t c a r r i e s o f f t h e 

heads a l o n e . D u r i n g t h e s u m m e r , h o w e v e r , i t 

p r i n c i p a l l y f r e q u e n t s r a b b e t - w a r r e n s , o r t h e h o l l o w 

t r u n k s o f t r ees , & c . & c . a n d p r o w l s a b o u t i n q u e s t 

o f y o u n g b i r d s , r a t s , field-mice, & c . A c c o r d i n g 

t o t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , a s i n g l e f a m i l y o f P o l e ­

ca t s is s u f f i c i e n t t o d e s t r o y a w h o l e w a r r e n o f r a b ­

b e t s ; a n d h e observes , t h a t t h i s w o u l d b e a s i m p l e 

m e t h o d o f d i m i n i s h i n g t h e n u m b e r o f r a b b e t s 

w h e r e t h e y a re t o o a b u n d a n t . I n S p a i n t h e F e r ­

r e t is s a i d t o h a v e b e e n f o r m e r l y i n t r o d u c e d f o r a 

s i m i l a r p u r p o s e . T h e P o l e c a t a lso p r e y s o c c a ­

s i o n a l l y o n fish: o f w h i c h a c u r i o u s i n s t a n c e is r e ­

c o r d e d i n M r . B e w i c k ' s H i s t o r y o f Q u a d r u p e d s . 

D u r i n g a severe s t o r m , o n e o f t hese a n i m a l s was 

t r a c k e d i n t h e s n o w f r o m t h e s ide o f a r i v u l e t t o 

i t s h o l e , a t s o m e d i s t a n c e f r o m i t : as i t was o b ­

s e r v e d t o h a v e m a d e f r e q u e n t t r i p s , a n d as o t h e r 

m a r k s w e r e seen i n t h e s n o w , w h i c h c o u l d n o t 

eas i ly b e a c c o u n t e d f o r , i t was t h o u g h t a m a t t e r 

w o r t h y o f m o r e d i l i g e n t e n q u i r y ; i t s h o l e was ac­

c o r d i n g l y e x a m i n e d ; t h e a n i m a l t a k e n ; a n d 

e l e v e n fine eels w e r e d i s c o v e r e d t o b e t h e f r u i t s o f 

i t s n o c t u r n a l e x c u r s i o n s ; t h e u n u s u a l m a r k s i n t h e 

s n o w h a v i n g b e e n m a d e b y t h e m o t i o n o f t h e eels 

w h i l e d r a g g e d a l o n g i n t h e a n i m a l s m o u t h . T h a t 

t h e P o l e c a t , h o w e v e r , s o m e t i m e s f e e d s i n t h i s 

m a n n e r , is, i n r e a l i t y , n o n e w o b s e r v a t i o n ; s i n c e 

A l d r o v a n d u s assures us t h a t i t w i l l o c c a s i o n a l l y 

t a k e u p i t s r e s i d e n c e i n t h e h o l l o w b a n k s o f r i v u ­

l e t s , i n o r d e r t o l i e i n Avait f o r , a n d p r e y u p o n , 

fish. T h e P o l e c a t is also d e l i g h t e d w i t h m i l k , 
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a n d w i l l v i s i t t h e d a i r y i n o r d e r t o i n d u l g e i n t h i s 

a r t i c l e : i t h a s b e e n k n o w n t o a t t a c k b e e - h i v e s i n 

t h e w i n t e r s eason , a n d t o f e e d o n t h e h o n e y . 

T h e s p r i n g is t h e season i n w h i c h i t b r e e d s ; t h e 

f e m a l e p r o d u c i n g t h r e e o r f o u r a t a b i r t h , w h i c h 

she is s a i d t o s u c k l e b u t a s h o r t t i m e , a c c u s t o m i n g 

t h e m e a r l y t o s u c k t h e b l o o d o f t h e a n i m a l s w h i c h 

she b r i n g s t o t h e m , as w e l l as e g g s , & c . 

T h e P o l e c a t h a s b e e n k n o w n t o b r e e d w i t h t h e 

F e r r e t , a n d i t i s s a i d t o b e a p r a c t i c e w i t h w a r -

r e n e r s , w h o k e e p t h e s e a n i m a l s , t o p r o c u r e a m i x e d 

b r e e d f r o m t i m e t o t i m e , w h i c h a r e o f a c o l o u r 

b e t w e e n t h e F e r r e t a n d t h e P o l e c a t , o r o f a d i n g y 

y e l l o w i s h - b r o w n . 

T h e P o l e c a t is a s t r o n g a n d a c t i v e c r e a t u r e , 

a n d w i l l s p r i n g w i t h g r e a t v i g o u r a n d c e l e r i t y 

w h e n p r e p a r i n g t o a t t a c k i t s p r e y , o r t o escape f r o m 

p u r s u i t ; a t w h i c h t i m e i t a r c h e s i t s b a c k c o n s i ­

d e r a b l y , i n o r d e r t o assist i t s e f f o r t . I t is o f a 

s m e l l p r o v e r b i a l l y f e t i d , b e i n g f u r n i s h e d , l i k e se­

v e r a l o t h e r s o f t h e W e e s e l t r i b e , w i t h c e r t a i n r e ­

c e p t a c l e s w h i c h s ec r e t e a t h i c k i s h fluid o f a p e c u ­

l i a r l y s t r o n g a n d o f f e n s i v e o d o u r . T h e f u r , h o w e v e r , 

is b e a u t i f u l , a n d t h e s k i n , w h e n p r o p e r l y d re s sed , 

is n u m b e r e d a m o n g t h e c o m m e r c i a l f u r s , a n d 

u s e d f o r t i p p e t s a n d o t h e r a r t i c l e s o f d r e s s . I t is 

a d d e d b y A l d r o v a n d u s , t h a t t h e f u r r i e r s e n d e a ­

v o u r t o o b t a i n s k i n s t a k e n f r o m s u c h a n i m a l s 

as h a v e b e e n k i l l e d d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r , as be ing-

f a r less f e t i d t h a n t h o s e k i l l e d i n t h e s p r i n g a n d 

s u m m e r . 
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FERRET. 

Viverra Furo. V.flaxa, oculis rubkundis. 
Yellow W . with red eyes. 
Mustek Furo. M. oculis rubkundis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 97. 

Furo. Gesn. Quadr. 762. 
Mustek Sylvestris. Aldr. dig. 31*1. 
Furet, & Furet-putois. B u f f . J. p. 209. pi. 25, 26. 
Ferret. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 40. 

OF similar manners to the Polecat is the Ferret, 

t h e n a t u r a l h i s t o r y o f w h i c h has b e e n so w e l l d e ­

t a i l e d b y t h e C o u n t de B u f f o n , t h a t i t is s ca rce 

pos s ib l e t o a d d a n y t h i n g m a t e r i a l t o t h a t e le ­

g a n t a u t h o r ' s d e s c r i p t i o n . T h e F e r r e t i n g e n e r a l 

f o r m r e s e m b l e s t h e P o l e c a t , b u t is a s m a l l e r a n i ­

m a l ; i t s u s u a l l e n g t h b e i n g a b o u t f o u r t e e n i n c h e s , 

e x c l u s i v e o f t h e t a i l , w h i c h is a b o u t f i v e . L i n ­

naeus, i n t h e t w e l f t h e d i t i o n o f t h e S y s t e m a N a ­

turae, seems t o e n t e r t a i n a d o u b t w h e t h e r i t m a y 

be t r u l y d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e P o l e c a t : i t is , h o w e v e r , 

a n a t i v e o f A f r i c a , a n d n o t o f E u r o p e , a n d sup­

p o r t s w i t h d i f f i c u l t y t h e c o l d o f a n E u r o p e a n w i n ­

t e r ; w h e r e a s t h e P o l e c a t is f o u n d n o t o n l y i n t h e 

t e m p e r a t e , b u t a lso i n t h e c o l d e r p a r t s o f t h e E u ­

r o p e a n r e g i o n s ; t o w h i c h m a y be a d d e d , t h a t , e x ­

c l u s i v e o f i t s s m a l l e r size, i t is o f a m o r e s l e n d e r 

shape , a n d t h e s n o u t is s h a r p e r i n p r o p o r t i o n t h a n . 

i n t h e f o r m e r a n i m a l . T h e F e r r e t is u s e d f o r 

r a b b e t - h u n t i n g i n p r e f e r e n c e t o t h e P o l e c a t , b e ­

cause i t is m o r e ea s i l y t a m e d ; b u t i t is necessa ry 

t o k e e p i t i n a w a r m b o x , w i t h w o o l o r s o m e o t h e r 

s u b s t a n c e i n w h i c h i t m a y i m b e d i t s e l f . I t sleeps 
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a l m o s t c o n t i n u a l l y , a n d w h e n a w a k e , i m m e d i a t e l y 

b e g i n s t o s e a r c h a b o u t f o r f o o d : i t is u s u a l l y f e d 

w i t h b r e a d a n d m i l k ; b u t i t s f a v o u r i t e f o o d is 

t h e b l o o d o f t h e s m a l l e r a n i m a l s . I t is b y n a t u r e 

a n e n e m y t o t h e R a b b e t ; a n d i t is a f f i r m e d b y 

B u f f o n , t h a t w h e n e v e r a d e a d R a b b e t is p r e s e n t e d 

f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e t o a y o u n g F e r r e t , h e f l i e s u p o n 

i t i n a n i n s t a n t , a n d b i t e s i t w i t h g r e a t f u r y ; b u t 

i f i t b e a l i v e , h e seizes i t b y t h e t h r o a t a n d s u c k s 

i t s b l o o d . W h e n l e t i n t o t h e b u r r o w s o f R a b ­

be t s , t h e F e r r e t is a l w a y s m u z z l e d , t h a t i t m a y 

n o t k i l l t h e R a b b e t s i n t h e i r h o l e s , b u t o n l y d r i v e 

t h e m o u t i n o r d e r t o b e c a u g h t i n t h e ne t s . I f 

t h e F e r r e t b e p u t i n w i t h o u t a m u z z l e , o r h a p p e n s 

t o d i s e n g a g e h i m s e l f f r o m i t , h e is o f t e n l o s t ; f o r 

a f t e r s u c k i n g t h e b l o o d o f t h e R a b b e t , h e f a l l s 

a s leep , a n d c a n n o t b e r e g a i n e d , e x c e p t s o m e t i m e s 

b y s m o k i n g t h e h o l e , i n o r d e r t o o b l i g e h i m t o 

c o m e o u t ; b u t as t h i s is a p r a c t i c e w h i c h does 

n o t a l w a y s s u c c e e d , i t c o n t i n u e s t o l e a d a r a p a ­

c i o u s a n d s o l i t a r y l i f e i n t h e w a r r e n , as l o n g as 

t h e s u m m e r c o n t i n u e s , a n d p e r i s h e s b y t h e c o l d 

o f t h e w i n t e r . 

W e a r e t o l d b y S t r a b o t h a t t h e F e r r e t w a s 

b r o u g h t i n t o S p a i n f r o m A f r i c a , a n d i t is s u p ­

p o s e d t h a t t h i s w a s d o n e i n o r d e r t o f r e e t h a t 

c o u n t r y f r o m t h e v a s t n u m b e r o f R a b b e t s w i t h 

w h i c h i t w a s o v e r r u n ; a n d f r o m S p a i n i t was g r a ­

d u a l l y i n t r o d u c e d i n t o o t h e r E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s . 

T h e F e r r e t is a n a n i m a l o f i r a s c i b l e n a t u r e , a n d , 

w h e n i r r i t a t e d , h i s o d o u r , w h i c h is n o t a t a l l t i m e s 

d i s a g r e e a b l e , b e c o m e s f a r m o r e so t h a n u s u a l . T h e 
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g e n e r a l c o l o u r o f t h e F e r r e t is a v e r y p a l e y e l ­

l o w i s h - b r o w n , o r c r e a m - c o l o u r ; a n d t h e eyes are 

o f a b r i g h t a n d l i v e l y r e d . 

C O M M O N WEESEL. 

Viverra Vulgaris. 
Mustella Vulgaris, i l l . corpore ex fusco-rufo, subtus albo, cauda 

concolore. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 99. 
Pale reddish-brown W . white beneath; with tail similar in co­

lour to the body. 
Mustela vulgaris. Aldr. dig. p. 307. 
Mustek. Gesn. Quadr. 752. 
Belette. B u f f . 7. p. 225. pi. 29 . / . 1. 
@. Mustela Nivalis. M. corpore albo, caudce apice, vix pilis ullis 

nigris. 
Common Weesel. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 33. 

THE Weesel is one of the smallest species in 

t h i s n u m e r o u s t r i b e o f q u a d r u p e d s . I t s g e n e r a l 

l e n g t h is a b o u t s even i n c h e s , e x c l u s i v e o f t h e t a i l , 

w h i c h measu res n e a r t w o i n c h e s a n d a h a l f . I t s 

c o l o u r is a p a l e r e d d i s h o r y e l l o w i s h - b r o w n , a n d 

b e n e a t h i t is e n t i r e l y w h i t e ; b u t b e l o w t h e c o r ­

ne r s o f t h e m o u t h , o n e a c h s ide , is a b r o w n s p o t : 

t h e ears a r e s m a l l a n d r o u n d e d , a n d t h e eyes are 

b l a c k . T h i s l i t t l e a n i m a l is possessed o f a c o n s i ­

d e r a b l e d e g r e e o f e l e g a n c e i n i t s a spec t , a n d i t s 

m o t i o n s a r e l i g h t a n d e a s y ; b u t i t has t h e same 

u n p l e a s a n t s m e l l w i t h t h e S t o a t , a n d s o m e o t h e r 

species. I t is a n i n h a b i t a n t o f t h e c a v i t i e s u n d e r 

t h e r o o t s o f t rees , as w e l l as o f b a n k s n e a r r i v u ­

l e t s , & c . f r o m w h i c h i t o c c a s i o n a l l y sa l l ies o u t i n 
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q u e s t o f b i r d s , f i e l d - m i c e , & c . I t e v e n a t t a c k s 

y o u n g R a b b e t s a n d o t h e r a n i m a l s o f f a r s u p e r i o r 

s ize t o i t s e l f ; b u t i t s c h i e f p r e y , a t l e a s t i n t h i s 

c o u n t r y , s eems t o b e t h e f i e l d - m o u s e , o f w h i c h i t 

d e s t r o y s g r e a t m u l t i t u d e s . F r o m t h e e x t r e m e 

f l e x i b i l i t y o f i t s b o d y , a n d i t s w o n d e r f u l a c t i v i t y , 

i t r e a d i l y a s c e n d s t h e s ides o f w a l l s , a n d b y t h i s 

m e a n s p u r s u e s i t s p r e y i n t o t h e m o s t d i s t a n t r e ­

t i r e m e n t s ; a n d is a f r e q u e n t i n h a b i t a n t o f b a r n s 

a n d g r a n a r i e s . T h e W e e s e l p r o d u c e s f o u r o r f i v e 

y o u n g a t a t i m e ; p r e p a r i n g f o r t h e m a b e d o f 

m o s s , g ra s s , & c . A n i n s t a n c e is g i v e n b y t h e C o u n t 

d e B u f f o n o f a W e e s e l s n e s t b e i n g f o u n d i n t h e 

c a r c a s e o f a W o l f , w h i c h h a d b e e n h u n g u p n e a r 

a w o o d : t h e n e s t w a s m a d e i n t h e c a v i t y o f t h e 

t h o r a x . T h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , i n h i s f i r s t d e ­

s c r i p t i o n o f t h e W e e s e l , a f f i r m e d t h a t i t was a 

p e r f e c t l y u n t a m e a b l e a n i m a l ; b u t h e a f t e r w a r d s 

r e c e i v e d v e r y a u t h e n t i c a c c o u n t s o f W e e s e l s w h i c h 

h a d b e e n so c o m p l e t e l y t a m e d as t o e x h i b i t e v e r y 

m a r k o f a t t a c h m e n t t o t h e i r b e n e f a c t o r s , a n d t o 

be as f a m i l i a r as a c a t o r l a p - d o g . A n a c c o u n t 

o f t h i s k i n d is g i v e n b y o n e o f h i s c o r r e s p o n d e n t s 

i n t h e 7 t h s u p p l e m e n t a l v o l u m e o f h i s N a t u r a l 

H i s t o r y , w h i c h a m p l y c o n f i r m s t h e t r u t h o f t h i s ; 

a n d , a m o n g o t h e r c u r i o u s p a r t i c u l a r s , i t is o b ­

s e r v e d , t h a t , w h e n as leep , t h e m u s c l e s o f t h i s 

l i t t l e a n i m a l a r e i n a s t a t e o f e x t r e m e flaccidity, 

so t h a t i t m a y b e t a k e n u p b y t h e h e a d , a n d 

s w u n g b a c k w a r d s a n d f o r w a r d s , i n t h e m a n n e r o f 

a p e n d u l u m , s e v e r a l t i m e s b e f o r e i t w a k e s . M a ­

d e m o i s e l l e d e L a i s t r e , i n a l e t t e r o n t h i s s u b j e c t 
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g i v e s a v e r y p l e a s i n g a c c o u n t o f t h e e d u c a t i o n 

a n d m a n n e r s o f a W e e s e l , w h i c h she t o o k u n d e r 

h e r p r o t e c t i o n . She a f f i r m s , t h a t , f a r f r o m h a v i n g 

a n y p r e d i l e c t i o n f o r m e a t i n a s t a t e o f p u t r i f a c -

t i o n , i t , o n t h e c o n t r a r y , a l w a y s d e l i g h t e d m o s t i n 

t h a t w h i c h was p e r f e c t l y f r e s h . F o r t h e t w o o r t h r e e 

f i r s t days i t was f e d w i t h w a r m m i l k ; a n d a f t e r ­

w a r d s w i t h v e a l , beef , o r m u t t o n . I t f r e q u e n t l y 

ea t f r o m h e r h a n d , a n d s e e m e d t o be m o r e de ­

l i g h t e d w i t h t h i s m a n n e r o f f e e d i n g t h a n a n y 

o t h e r . I t was v e r y f o n d o f m i l k . " I f I p o u r 

(says M . d e L a i s t r e ) s o m e m i l k i n t o m y h a n d , i t 

w i l l d r i n k a g o o d d e a l , b u t i f I h a v e n o t t h i s c o m ­

p la i s ance , i t w i l l s ca rce d r i n k a d r o p . W h e n i t is 

s a t i s f i e d i t g e n e r a l l y goes t o s l e e p : m y c h a m b e r 

is t h e p l a c e o f i t s r e s i d e n c e , a n d I h a v e f o u n d a 

m e t h o d o f d i s p e l l i n g i t s s t r o n g s m e l l b y p e r f u m e s : 

b y d a y i t sleeps i n a q u i l t , i n t o w h i c h i t ge t s Jby 

a n u n s o w n p l a c e o n t h e e d g e , w h i c h i t has d i s c o ­

v e r e d . B y n i g h t i t is k e p t i n a w i r e d b o x o r 

c a g e , w h i c h i t a l w a y s e n t e r s w i t h r e l u c t a n c e , a n d 

leaves w i t h p l ea su re . I f i t b e set a t l i b e r t y be ­

f o r e m y t i m e o f r i s i n g , a f t e r a t h o u s a n d l i t t l e 

p l a y f u l t r i c k s , i t ge t s i n t o b e d , a n d goes t o s leep 

i n m y h a n d o r o n m y b o s o m . I f I a m u p f i r s t , i t 

spends a f u l l h a l f h o u r i n c a r e s s i n g m e , p l a y i n g 

w i t h m y f i n g e r s l i k e a l i t t l e d o g , j u m p i n g o n m y 

h e a d , o n m y n e c k , r u n n i n g r o u n d m y a r m s a n d 

b o d y , w i t h a l i g h t n e s s a n d e l e g a n c e w h i c h I n e ­

v e r b e h e l d i n a n y o t h e r a n i m a l . I f I p r e s e n t m y 

h a n d s , a t t h e d i s t a n c e o f t h r e e f e e t , i t j u m p s i n t o 

t h e m w i t h o u t e v e r m i s s i n g . I t shews a g r e a t 
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d e a l o f f i nes se a n d c u n n i n g i n o r d e r t o c o m p a s s 

i t s e n d s , a n d s eems t o d i s o b e y c e r t a i n p r o h i b i ­

t i o n s m e r e l y t h r o u g h f r o l i c . D u r i n g a l l i t s ac ­

t i o n s i t seems s o l i c i t o u s t o d i v e r t a n d t o b e n o ­

t i c e d ; l o o k i n g , a t e v e r y j u m p , a n d a t e v e r y t u r n , i n 

o r d e r t o see w h e t h e r y o u o b s e r v e i t o r n o : a n d i f 

n o n o t i c e b e t a k e n o f i t s g a m b o l s , i t ceases t h e m 

i m m e d i a t e l y , a n d b e t a k e s i t s e l f t o s l e e p ; a n d 

e v e n w h e n m o s t as leep , i f y o u w a k e i t , i t i n s t a n t l y 

r e s u m e s i t s g a i e t y , a n d f r o l i c s a b o u t i n as s p r i g h t l y 

a m a n n e r as b e f o r e . I t n e v e r shews a n y i l l - h u ­

m o u r , u n l e s s w h e n c o n f i n e d , o r t e i z e d t o o m u c h , 

i n w h i c h case i t expresses i t s d i s p l e a s u r e b y a s o r t 

o f m u r m u r , v e r y d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h a t w h i c h i t u t ­

t e r s w h e n p l e a s e d . I n t h e m i d s t o f t w e n t y p e o p l e 

t h i s l i t t l e a n i m a l d i s t i n g u i s h e s m y v o i c e , seeks 

m e o u t , a n d s p r i n g s o v e r e v e r y b o d y t o c o m e a t 

m e . H i s p l a y w i t h m e is t h e m o s t l i v e l y a n d c a ­

r e s s i n g ; w i t h h i s t w o l i t t l e p a w s h e p a t s m e o n t h e 

c h i n w i t h a n a i r a n d a m a n n e r e x p r e s s i v e o f de ­

l i g h t : t h i s , a n d a t h o u s a n d o t h e r p r e f e r e n c e s , 

s h e w t h a t h i s a t t a c h m e n t t o m e is r e a l . W h e n 

h e sees m e d r e s s e d f o r g o i n g o u t , h e w i l l n o t l e a v e 

m e , a n d i t is n o t w i t h o u t s o m e t r o u b l e t h a t I c a n 

d i s e n g a g e m y s e l f f r o m h i m ; h e t h e n h i d e s h i m ­

s e l f b e h i n d a c a b i n e t n e a r t h e d o o r , a n d j u m p s 

u p o n m e , as I pass, w i t h so m u c h c e l e r i t y t h a t I 

f r e q u e n t l y c a n s c a r c e see h i m . 

" H e seems t o r e s e m b l e a s q u i r r e l i n v i v a c i t y , 

a g i l i t y , v o i c e , a n d m a n n e r o f m u r m u r i n g . D u r ­

i n g t h e ' s u m m e r , h e s q u e a k s a n d r u n s a b o u t a l l 

n i g h t l o n g ; b u t , s i n c e t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f t h e 
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c o l d w e a t h e r , I h a v e n o t o b s e r v e d t h i s . S o m e ­

t i m e s , w h e n t h e s u n sh ines , w h i l e h e is p l a y i n g o n 

t h e b e d , h e t u r n s a n d t u m b l e s a b o u t a n d m u r m u r s 

f o r a w h i l e . 

" F r o m h i s d e l i g h t i n d r i n k i n g m i l k o u t o f 

m y h a n d , i n t o w h i c h I p o u r a v e r y l i t t l e a t a 

t i m e , a n d h i s c u s t o m o f s i p p i n g t h e l i t t l e d r o p s 

a n d edges o f t h e f l u i d , i t s h o u l d s e e m t h a t h e 

d r i n k s d e w i n t h e same m a n n e r . H e v e r y s e l d o m 

d r i n k s w a t e r , a n d t h a t o n l y w i t h g r e a t c a u t i o n , 

a n d i n d e f e c t o f m i l k ; a n d t h e n seems o n l y t o 

r e f r e s h h i s t o n g u e o n c e o r t w i c e : h e e v e n seems 

t o be a f r a i d o f w a t e r . D u r i n g t h e h o t w e a t h e r i t 

r a i n e d a g o o d d e a l . I p r e s e n t e d t o h i m s o m e 

r a i n - w a t e r i n a d i s h , a n d e n d e a v o u r e d t o m a k e 

h i m g o i n t o i t , b u t c o u l d n o t s u c c e e d . I t h e n 

w e t t e d a p i e c e o f l i n r i e n c l o t h i n i t , a n d p u t i t 

n e a r h i m , w h e n h e r o l l e d u p o n i t w i t h e x t r e m e 

d e l i g h t . 

" O n e s i n g u l a r i t y i n t h i s c h a r m i n g a n i m a l is 

h i s c u r i o s i t y ; i t b e i n g i m p o s s i b l e t o o p e n a d r a w e r 

o r a b o x , o r e v e n t o l o o k a t a p a p e r , b u t t h e 

l i t t l e c r e a t u r e w i l l e x a m i n e i t a lso . I f h e ge ts 

i n t o a n y p l a c e w h e r e I a m a f r a i d o f p e r m i t t i n g 

h i m t o s t ay , I t a k e a p a p e r o r a b o o k , a n d l o o k 

a t t e n t i v e l y a t i t ; w h e n h e i m m e d i a t e l y r u n s 

u p o n m y h a n d a n d s u r v e y s w i t h a n a i r o f c u r i o ­

s i t y w h a t e v e r I h a p p e n t o h o l d . I m u s t f a r t h e r 

obse rve , t h a t h e p l a y s w i t h a y o u n g C a t a n d 

D o g , b o t h o f s o m e size, g e t t i n g a b o u t t h e i r n e c k s , 

b a c k s , a n d p a w s , w i t h o u t t h e i r d o i n g h i m t h e 

l ea s t i n j u r y . " 
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B u t w e h a v e a l s o t h e t e s t i m o n y o f A k l r o v a n d u s 

i n f a v o u r o f t h e W e e s e l ' s b e i n g s o m e t i m e s c o m ­

p l e t e l y t a m e d ; so t h a t B u f i f o n m i g h t h a v e f o u n d 

a n e x c e p t i o n t o h i s g e n e r a l c h a r a c t e r o f t h e a n i ­

m a l , e v e n i f h e h a d n o t r e c e i v e d these m o d e r n 

a t t e s t a t i o n s . A k l r o v a n d u s e v e n e x p r e s s l y asserts , 

t h a t W e e s e l s a r e e a s i l y t a m e d , a n d t h a t , w h e n 

t a m e , t h e y a r e r e m a r k a b l y p l a y f u l ; a d d i n g a t t h e 

s a m e t i m e , f r o m C a r d a n , t h a t t h e i r t e e t h s h o u l d 

b e r u b b e d w i t h g a r l i c k , a f t e r w h i c h t h e y w i l l n o t 

p r e s u m e t o b i t e . 

" C a e t e r u m a n i m a d v e r t e n d u m est i n t e r a n i -

m a l i a m u s t e l a s f a c i l e c i c u r a r i , & p raec ipue q u a n d o 

a d m e n t e m C a r d a n i , i l l a r u m d e n t e s a l l i o p e r f r i -

c a n t u r , q u i a i m p o s t e r u m q u e m p i a m m o r d i c u s a p -

p r e h e n d e r e n o n a u d e n t , e t c i c u r a t a ? c o l l u s i o n i b u s 

q u o t i d i e i n d u l g e n t . " 

A k l r o v a n d u s a l so q u o t e s ( f r o m S t r o z z a ) p a r t o f 

a n e l e g y o n t h e d e a t h o f a t a m e W e e s e l . 

Nil poterat puero te gratius esse, nec illi 
Morte tua quicquam tristius esse potest. 

T u digitos molli tentabas improba morsu, 
Porrecto ludens semisupina pede, 

E t mollem e labiis noras sorbere salivam, 
Et quiddam exiguo murmure duke queri. 

Loving and lov'd, thy masters grief! 
T h o u could'st th ' uncounted hours beguile, 

A n d nibbling at his finger soft 
Watch anxious for th ' approving smile : 

Or, stretching forth the playful foot, 
Around in wanton gambols rove, 

Or gently sip the rosy l ip , 
A n d in light murmurs speak thy love. 
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L a s t l y , A k l r o v a n d u s a f f i r m s t h a t t h e W e e s e l 

s o m e t i m e s c a r r i e s h e r y o u n g i n h e r m o u t h f r o m 

p l a c e t o p l a c e s e v e r a l t i m e s i n a d a y , w h e n she 

suspects t h a t t h e y w i l l b e s t o l e n f r o m h e r . 

STOAT. 

Viverra Erminea. 
Mustela Erminea. M. cauda: apice atro. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. 

p. 98. 
W with the tip of the tail black. 
Mustela hieme alba, sestate supra rutila, infra alba, caudae apice 

nigro. Briss. Quadr. p. ij6. 
Roselet. Buff. "j.p. 240. pi. 31./. 1. 
L'Hermine. Buff. J.p. 240.pi. 2g.f. 2. 
Stoat and Ermine. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 35. 

THIS animal much resembles the Weesel in its 

g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e , as w e l l as i n c o l o u r , b u t is 

c o n s i d e r a b l y l a r g e r ; t h e b o d y , e x c l u s i v e o f t h e 

t a i l , m e a s u r i n g t e n i n c h e s , a n d t h e t a i l f i v e a n d a 

h a l f : t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l is also c o n s t a n t l y b l a c k , 

w h a t e v e r m a y be t h e g r a d a t i o n o r cas t o f c o l o u r 

o n t h e b o d y ; f o r t h e S toa t , i n t h e n o r t h e r n r e ­

g i o n s , b e c o m e s m i l k - w h i t e d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r , i n 

w h i c h s ta te i t is c o m m o n l y c a l l e d t h e Ermine. I t 

is s o m e t i m e s f o u n d o f t h i s c o l o u r i n o u r o w n 

c o u n t r y , a n d i n s t ances a re n o t v e r y u n c o m m o n 

i n w h i c h i t appears p a r t i - c o l o u r e d , o r w h i t e i n 

s o m e pa r t s , a n d b r o w n i n o t h e r s , t h e c h a n g e o f 

c o l o u r h a v i n g n o t b e e n c o m p l e t e d . I t s s m e l l is 

s t r o n g a n d u n p l e a s a n t . T h e S t o a t is s i m i l a r i n 
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i t s m a n n e r s t o t h e W e e s e l ; l i v i n g i n h o l l o w s u n d e r 

t h e r o o t s o f t r ee s , i n b a n k s n e a r r i v u l e t s , & c . a n d 

p r e y i n g o n a l l m a n n e r o f s m a l l e r a n i m a l s , as w e l l 

as o n R a b b e t s , & c . I t does n o t , h o w e v e r , l i k e 

t h e W e e s e l , v i s i t h o u s e s , b u t c o n f i n e s i t s e l f t o t h e 

fields. I t is a n i n h a b i t a n t b o t h o f t h e n o r t h e r n 

p a r t s o f E u r o p e a n d o f A s i a . I t o c c u r s i n K a m t s ­

c h a t k a a n d t h e K u r i l e i s les . I t is a l so s a i d t o be 

f o u n d i n s e v e r a l p a r t s o f N o r t h A m e r i c a . 

I n N o r w a y a n d i n S i b e r i a t h e s k i n s a re a g r e a t 

a r t i c l e o f c o m m e r c e ; m o s t o f t h e E r m i n e s o r 

w h i t e S t o a t s k i n s b e i n g b r o u g h t f r o m t h e n c e . I n 

S i b e r i a t h e S t o a t is s a i d t o b e f o u n d i n t h e b i r c h 

f o r e s t s , b u t n o t i n t h e p i n e f o r e s t s ; a n d t h e s k i n s 

a r e s o l d o n t h e s p o t , a c c o r d i n g t o M r . P e n n a n t , 

a t f r o m t w o t o t h r e e p o u n d s s t e r l i n g p e r h u n d r e d . 

T h e a n i m a l s a r e e i t h e r t a k e n i n t r a p s o r s h o t w i t h 

b l u n t a r r o w s . 

T h e figure o f t h e E r m i n e h e r e e n g r a v e d is f r o m 

a n e l e g a n t d r a w i n g i n t h e B r i t i s h M u s e u m , b y 

t h e c e l e b r a t e d E d w a r d s . 
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G A L E R A . 

Viverra Galera. 
Mustela Galera. M. Totafusca. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 9 
W entirely brown. 
Vansire. B u f f . 13. p. i6j. pi. 21. 
Tayra ou Galera. Buff. 15. p. 155. 
Madagascar Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 5 1 . 
Guinea Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 53. 

THE length of this species is about fourteen 

i n c h e s f r o m nose t o t a i l , a n d o f t h e t a i l , w h i c h 

t apers t o t h e e n d , a b o u t t e n : t h e ears n e a r l y 

n a k e d , r o u n d , a n d l y i n g flat t o t h e h e a d : t h e 

t o n g u e r o u g h : t h e shape o f t h e b o d y l i k e t h a t o f 

a r a t : t h e h a i r is r o u g h . I t is a n i n h a b i t a n t o f 

M a d a g a s c a r a n d o f G u i n e a . 

G U I A N A WEESEL. 

Viverra Barbara. 
Mustela Barbara. M. atra, collo subtus macula alba triloba. 

Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 94; 
Black W . with a trilobate white spot beneath the throat. 
Guiana Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 53. 

IT is of the size of a Martin, and is black, with 

a s m a l l a s h - c o l o u r e d space b e t w e e n t h e eyes, a n d 

a t r i l o b a t e d w h i t e s p o t b e n e a t h t h e t h r o a t . I t is a 

n a t i v e o f B r a s i l a n d G u i a n a , a n d is s a i d t o h a v e 

a m u s k y s m e l l . 
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W H I T E - C H E E K E D W E E S E L . 

Viverra Quadricolor. V. cinereo flavescens, gula flam, capite, 
cruribus, caudaque nigris, genis mentoque albis. 

Yellow-cinereous W wi th black head, legs, and ta i l , bright-yel­
low throat, and white cheehs and chin. 

White-cheeked Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 52. 

THIS animal measured from nose to tail eio-h-
m O 

t e e n i n c h e s , a n d t h e t a i l t h e s a m e : t h e ears w e r e 
r o u n d e d ; t h e n o s e b r o a d a n d b l u n t : t h e h e a d f l a t ; 

t h e i r i d e s d u s k y ; t h e f a c e , c r o w n , l e g s , r u m p , 

a n d t a i l , b l a c k : t h e b a c k a n d b e l l y p a l e y e l l o w 

i n t i m a t e l y m i x e d w i t h c i n e r e o u s ; t h e t h r o a t o f a 

r i c h y e l l o w , a n d t h e c h i n a n d c h e e k s w h i t e . 

I t w a s d e s c r i b e d b y M r . P e n n a n t f r o m a l i v i n g -

s p e c i m e n i n 1 7 7 2 . I t s n a t i v e p l a c e was u n k n o w n . 

P E K A N . 

Viverra Canadensis. 
Mustela Canadensis. M. corpore fulvo nigricante, pectore ma­

cula alba. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 95. 
Blackish-fulvous W . wi th white pectoral spot. 
Le Pekan. B u f f . 13. p. 304.pl 42. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 5 1 . 

THIS species has the shape of a Martin, and is 

m o r e t h a n a f o o t a n d h a l f i n l e n g t h f r o m nose t o 

t a i l ; t h e t a i l b e i n g n e a r o n e f o o t l o n g . I t s g e n e ­

r a l c o l o u r is b l a c k - f u l v o u s , w i t h a w h i t e p a t c h b e ­

t w e e n t h e f o r e l e g s , a n d o n t h e s ides o f t h e b o d y 

is a t i n g e o f g r e y : t h e ears a r e a l i t t l e p o i n t e d : 

http://304.pl
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t h e f u r is v e r y s o f t a n d g l o s s y : t h e toes c o v e r e d 

w i t h t h i c k h a i r b o t h a b o v e a n d b e l o w . N a t i v e 

o f N o r t h A m e r i c a . T h i s species , as figured b y 

S c h r e b e r , has e x t r e m e l y t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f o n e o f 

t h e O t t e r t r i b e . 

S A R M A T I A N WEESEL. 

Viverra Sarmatica. 
Mustela Sarmatica. M. corpore svpra ex luteo fuscoque varia. 

Lin. Syst. Gmel. p. 97. 
W . variegated on the upper parts with brown and yellow. 
M . peregusina, pedibus fissis, capite et corpore subtus aterrimis, 

corpore supra brunneo luteoque vario, ore fascia frontali auri-
culisque albis. Guldenstedt nov. comm. petrop. 14. p. 441,— 
445. t. 10. 

Mustela praecincta et Perewiaska. Rzaczynski hist. nat. Pol. 
p. 328 and 222. 

Vormela (germanice Wormlein). Gesn. Quadr. p. 768. 

THE Sarmatian Weesel measures about four­

t e e n i n c h e s t o t h e t a i l , a n d t h e t a i l s i x i n c h e s . 

T h e h e a d , f e e t , a n d u n d e r sides o f t h e b o d y , a re 

b l a c k , t h e u p p e r p a r t s b r o w n , v a r i e g a t e d w i t h i r ­

r e g u l a r spots o r p a t c h e s o f t a w n y y e l l o w : t h e 

m o u t h is s u r r o u n d e d w i t h w h i t e ; t h e f a c e is 

c ros sed b y a w h i t e b a n d b e y o n d t h e eyes, p a s s i n g 

b e n e a t h t h e ears o n e a c h s ide d o w n t o t h e t h r o a t : 

a n o t h e r w h i t e b a n d crosses t h e b a c k p a r t o f t h e 

h e a d , a n d r u n s d o w n o n e a c h s ide o v e r t h e 

s h o u l d e r s ; a n d t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e n e c k is v a ­

r i e d w i t h y e l l o w : t h e t a i l is b l a c k , b u t i n t e r m i x e d 

w i t h w h i t e a n d f u l v o u s h a i r s . T h i s species i n h a -



S I B E R I A N W E E S E L . 4 3 1 

b i t s P o l a n d a n d t h e s o u t h e r n p r o v i n c e s o f R u s s i a . 

I t is s a i d t o b e v o r a c i o u s , f i e r c e , a n d u n t a m e a b . e : 

r e s i d i n g i n h o l e s , & c . a n d p r e y i n g o n t h e s m a l l e r 

q u a d r u p e d s , & c . 

S I B E R I A N W E E S E L . 

Viverra Sibirica. 
Mustela Sibirica. M. fulva, palmis plantisquc hirsutissimis. 

Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 98. 
Fulvous W . with extremely hairy feet. 

THIS is about the size of the Sarmatian Weesel. 

T h e f a c e is b l a c k i s h , b u t w h i t e a b o u t t h e n o s ­

t r i l s , a n d s p o t t e d t o w a r d s t h e e y e s : t h e r e s t o f 

t h e a n i m a l is o f a d e e p f u l v o u s o r a l m o s t a f o x -

c o l o u r : t h e t h r o a t s o m e t i m e s s p o t t e d w i t h w h i t e : 

t h e t a i l v e r y f u l l o f h a i r , a n d o f a d e e p e r c o l o u r 

t h a n t h e r e s t o f t h e b o d y . T h e f e e t a r e v e r y 

t h i c k l y f u r r e d : t h e b o d y m o r e s l e n d e r t h a n t h a t 

o f t h e P o l e c a t , a n d r e s e m b l i n g t h a t o f t h e S t o a t 

i n s h a p e . 



4 3 2 

T O U A N . 

Viverra Touan. V ferruginea, subtus alba, cauda versus api-
cem nuda. 

Ferruginous W white beneath, with the tail naked towards the 
t ip . 

Le Touan. B u f f , suppl. 7. p. 252. pi. 61. 

THIS is a very small species, less than the com­

m o n W e e s e l , a n d is a n a t i v e o f C a y e n n e , l i v i n g 

i n h o l l o w t rees , a n d f e e d i n g o n w o r m s a n d in sec t s . 

T h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e s n o u t , t h e h e a d , a n d t h e 

w h o l e b o d y as f a r as t h e t a i l , is b l a c k i s h ; t h e sides 

o f t h e b o d y a n d l i m b s b r i g h t f e r r u g i n o u s ; a n d t h e 

l o w e r p a r t s , f r o m t h r o a t t o t a i l , w h i t e : t h e t a i l 

t o w a r d s t h e t i p is b a r e . 

Q U I Q U I . 

Viverra Quiqui. 
Mustela Quiqui. M. corpore fusco, rostro cuneiformi. Lin. 

Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 99. 
Brown W with cuneiform snout. 
Quiqui. Molina hist. nat. Chili. 4. p. 258. 

THIS species inhabits Chili, living under ground 

a n d f e e d i n g o n m i c e , & c . I t is p r i n c i p a l l y d i s ­

t i n g u i s h e d b y i t s c u n e i f o r m o r w e d g e - s h a p e d 

s n o u t : t h e ears a re s h o r t a n d r o u n d , w i t h a w h i t e 

s p o t i n t h e m i d d l e : t h e legs a n d t a i l s h o r t : t h e 

f e e t l i k e t hose o f a L i z a r d : t h e l e n g t h o f t h e a n i ­

m a l f r o m nose t o t a i l t h i r t e e n i n c h e s . 
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C U J A . 

Viverra Cuja. V. nigra, rostro resbno. 
Black W . wi th turned-up snout. 
Cuja. Molina Chili. 272. 

THIS animal is said by Molina to have a great 

r e s e m b l a n c e , i n shape , m a n n e r s , a n d t e e t h , t o a 

F e r r e t ; b u t ha s b l a c k h a i r a n d eyes, a n d a t u r n e d -

u p s n o u t : t h e t a i l is as l o n g as t h e b o d y , a n d v e r y 

f u l l o f h a i r . I t is a n a t i v e o f C h i l i , a n d p r e y s o n 

m i c e . I t b r e e d s t w i c e a y e a r , a n d has t h r e e o r 

f o u r y o u n g a t a t i m e . 

S P O T T E D W E E S E L . 

Viverra Maculata. V fusca, albo maculata. 
Dusky W . spotted wi th white. 
Spotted Mar t in . Phillips s toy. p. 276. pi. 46. 

THIS, which is described in Governor Phillips's 

v o y a g e t o B o t a n y B a y , is s a i d t o b e o f t h e size o f 

a l a r g e P o l e c a t , m e a s u r i n g e i g h t e e n i n c h e s f r o m 

n o s e t o t a i l , a n d t h e t a i l n e a r l y as m u c h : t h e 

v i s a g e is o f a p o i n t e d shape , a n d t h e f o r m o f t h e 

w h o l e a n i m a l s u c h as n o t i l l t o r e s e m b l e t h a t o f 

t h e Fossane . T h e c o l o u r is s a i d t o b e b l a c k , 

m a r k e d a l l o v e r , t h e t a i l n o t e x c e p t e d , w i t h i r ­

r e g u l a r b l o t c h e s o f w h i t e : t h e t a i l is r e p r e s e n t e d 

as t h i n , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r i n g t o t h e e n d : t h e 

w h i s k e r s v e r y l o n g , a n d t h e g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e 

o f t h e a n i m a l s u c h as t o r e s e m b l e t h e Viverrine 
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Opossum i n m o s t p a r t i c u l a r s , e x c e p t i n t h e appea r ­

a n c e o f t h e t a i l . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g o b s c u r e a n d s o m e w h a t u n c e r t a i n 

species o f t h i s n u m e r o u s g e n u s , seem sca rce s u f ­

ficiently k n o w n t o j u s t i f y a d e c i d e d s p e c i f i c c h a ­

r a c t e r f o r e ach . I s h a l l , t h e r e f o r e , m e r e l y m e n ­

t i o n t h e m i n as f e w w o r d s as poss ib le . 

GREY-HEADED WEESEL. 

La Grande Marte de Guiane. Buff, suppl. 7. p. 250. pi. 60. 

THIS is black, with the head and sides of the 

n e c k g r e y i s h ; a n d t h e t h r o a t a n d u n d e r s ide o f 

t h e n e c k w h i t e . I t measu res a b o v e t w o f e e t f r o m 

nose t o t a i l , w h i c h measures e i g h t e e n i n c h e s . I t 

is a n a t i v e o f G u i a n a . 

SOUTH A M E R I C A N WEESEL. 

La Fouine de la Guiane. Buff, suppl. 3. p. 161.pl. 23. 

THIS measures from nose to tail twenty-one 

i n c h e s a n d a h a l f , a n d has a g e n e r a l r e s e m b l a n c e 

t o a P o l e c a t , b u t t h e t a i l is r a t h e r s h o r t e r i n p r o ­

p o r t i o n : t h e nose is l o n g a n d s h a r p , a n d w i t h t h e 

cheeks , t h r o a t , a n d sides o f t h e n e c k , b l a c k : t h e 

f o r e h e a d a n d sides o f t h e h e a d , t o t h e ears , w h i t e : 

t h e ears s h o r t , r o u n d , a n d e d g e d w i t h w h i t e . 

http://161.pl
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F r o m e a c h e a r a n a r r o w w h i t e s t r i p e e x t e n d s 

a l o n g t h e s ides o f t h e n e c k : t h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r 

o f t h e a n i m a l i s d a r k g r e y ; t h e l e g s a n d f e e t 

b l a c k , w i t h a t i n g e o f r e d ; t h e t a i l c h e s n u t . 

W O O L L Y W E E S E L . 

La petite Fouine de la Guiane. Buff, suppl. 3. p. 162. pi. 24. 

THIS is near sixteen inches long from nose to 

t a i l , a n d t h e t a i l n e a r n i n e i n c h e s : t h e n o s e is 

l o n g a n d s l e n d e r , a n d t h e u p p e r j a w l o n g e r t h a n 

t h e l o w e r : t h e t a i l is t a p e r , a n d , f r o m t h e f i g u r e , 

seems t o b e b a r e a t t h e p o i n t : c o l o u r n o t m e n ­

t i o n e d : t h e h a i r is s o f t a n d w o o l l y . I t is a n a t i v e 

o f G u i a n a . 

M U S K Y W E E S E L . 

Musky Weesel. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 

THIS has the upper part of the body cinereous, 

d a s h e d w i t h y e l l o w , a n d m a r k e d w i t h s o m e o b ­

s c u r e d u s k y l i n e s : t h e nose , p a r t o f t h e c h e e k s , 

t h e l eg s , a n d e n d o f t h e t a i l , b l a c k : o n t h e m i d ­

d l e o f t h e c h e e k s is a w h i t e spo t . I t is a n a t i v e 

o f B e n g a l , a n d is s a i d t o h a v e a s t r o n g m u s k y 

s c e n t : s ize n o t m e n t i o n e d : d e s c r i b e d b y M r . P e n ­

n a n t f r o m a d r a w i n g . 
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S L E N D E R - T O E D WEESEL. 

THIS is a small species, measuring from nose 

t o t a i l s even i n c h e s , a n d t h e t a i l is o f t h e s ame 

l e n g t h : t h e ears s h o r t a n d r o u n d e d : t h e f u r 

g r i z z l e d m i n u t e l y w i t h b l a c k a n d r u f o u s : t h e toes 

f i v e i n n u m b e r , a n d v e r y l o n g a n d s l e n d e r ; e a c h 

l o b a t e d a t t h e b o t t o m o f t h e first j o i n t : c l a w s 

s m a l l : t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e toes a n d p a r t o f t h e 

l e g s c o v e r e d w i t h s h o r t v e l v e t - l i k e d o w n : t h e t a i l 

is b u s h y , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h l o n g r a t - c o l o u r e d h a i r . 

T h i s species is d e s c r i b e d b y M r . P e n n a n t f r o m a 

d r a w i n g . I t is s a i d t o be a n a t i v e o f C o c h i n -

C h i n a ; 
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L U T R A . O T T E R . 

Generic Character. 

Dentes u t i n genere antece-
dente. 

Pedes palmati . 

Teeth as i n the preceding ge­
nus. 

Feet webbed. 

T H E O t t e r s o r Lutrce a g r e e w i t h t h e a n i m a l s o f 

t h e l a s t g e n u s , a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h t h o s e o f t h e 

d i v i s i o n e n t i t l e d Mustelce, i n t h e i r g e n e r a l c h a ­

r a c t e r , b u t a r e f u r n i s h e d w i t h w e b b e d f e e t . 

C O M M O N OTTER. 

Lutra Vulgaris. L. fusca plantis nudis, cauda corpore dimidio 
breviore. 

Brown O. with naked feet, and tail half the length of the body. 
Mustela Lutra. M. plantis palmatis nudis, cauda corpore dimidio 

breviore. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 66. 
Lutra. Gesn.Quadr.p.j]$. Aldr. dig. p. 292. 
Loutre. B u f f . 7. p. 134. pi. 11. 
Greater Otter. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 77. 

TH E common Otter is found in almost every 

p a r t o f E u r o p e , as w e l l as i n t h e c o l d e r r e g i o n s o f 

A s i a ; i n h a b i t i n g t h e b a n k s o f r i v e r s , a n d f e e d i n g 
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p r i n c i p a l l y o n f i s h . I t o c c u r s a lso i n t h e n o r t h ­

e r n p a r t s o f A m e r i c a , a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y i n C a n a d a , 

w h e r e i t appears t o a r r i v e a t a l a r g e r size t h a n 

i n E u r o p e . I n t h e r i v e r E u p h r a t e s , o n t h e c o n ­

t r a r y , i t is s a id t o be f o u n d n o l a r g e r t h a n a c o m ­

m o n C a t ; b u t i t is p r o b a b l e , t h a t t h i s is i n r e a l i t y 

a d i f f e r e n t species, v i z . t h e L . L u t r e o l a , o r s m a l l e r 

O t t e r , h e r e a f t e r t o be d e s c r i b e d . T h e u s u a l 

l e n g t h o f t h e O t t e r is n e a r t w o f e e t f r o m nose t o 

t a i l , a n d o f t h e t a i l a b o u t s i x t e e n i n c h e s . I t s c o ­

l o u r is a deep b r o w n , w i t h a s m a l l l i g h t - c o l o u r e d 

p a t c h o n e a c h s ide t h e nose , a n d a n o t h e r u n d e r 

t h e c h i n : t h e t h r o a t a n d b r e a s t a r e a s h - c o l o u r e d : 

t h e h e a d is f l a t a n d b r o a d : t h e m o u t h s m a l l ; t h e 

t e e t h s t r o n g ; t h e l i p s v e r y t h i c k a n d m u s c u l a r ; 

t h e ears s h o r t a n d r o u n d e d ; a n d t h e eyes s m a l l , 

a n d s i t u a t e d n e a r t h e n o s e : t h e n e c k is v e r y 

t h i c k ; t h e l egs s h o r t a n d t h i c k , l o o s e l y j o i n e d t o 

t h e b o d y , a n d so p l a c e d as t o be c a p a b l e o f b e i n g 

b r o u g h t o n a l i n e w i t h t h e b o d y , a n d o f p e r f o r m ­

i n g t h e o f f i c e o f f i n s ; t h e toes , w h i c h a r e f i v e i n 

n u m b e r o n a l l t h e f e e t , a re c o n n e c t e d b y b r o a d a n d 

s t r o n g webs , a n d t h e w h o l e f o o t is n a k e d o r w i t h ­

o u t h a i r . " T h e O t t e r (says M r . P e n n a n t ) shews 

g r e a t s a g a c i t y i n f o r m i n g i t s h a b i t a t i o n : i t b u r ­

r o w s u n d e r g r o u n d i n t h e b a n k s o f s o m e r i v e r o r 

l a k e ; a n d a l w a y s m a k e s t h e e n t r a n c e o f i t s h o l e 

u n d e r w a t e r ; w o r k i n g u p w a r d s t o t h e s u r f a c e o f 

t h e e a r t h , a n d , b e f o r e i t r e a c h e s t h e t o p , m a k e s 

s e v e r a l holts o r l o d g e s , t h a t i n case o f h i g h f l o o d s 

i t m a y h a v e a r e t r e a t ; f o r n o a n i m a l a f f e c t s l y i n g 

d r i e r ; a n d t h e n m a k e s a m i n u t e o r i f i c e f o r t h e 
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a d m i s s i o n o f a i r : i t is f a r t h e r o b s e r v e d , t h a t t h i s 

a n i m a l , t h e m o r e e f f e c t u a l l y t o c o n c e a l i t s r e t r e a t , 

c o n t r i v e s t o m a k e e v e n t h i s l i t t l e a i r - h o l e i n t h e 

m i d s t o f s o m e t h i c k b u s h . ' , T h o u g h t h e p r i n c i p a l 

f o o d o f t h e O t t e r cons i s t s o f f i s h , y e t i t is s a id t h a t 

i n h a r d w e a t h e r , w h e n t h i s i t s n a t u r a l p r e y f a i l s , 

i t w i l l a t t a c k t h e s m a l l e r q u a d r u p e d s , as w e l l as 

p o u l t r y , & c . T h e O t t e r is n a t u r a l l y a v e r y f i e r c e 

a n i m a l , a n d w h e n h u n t e d w i t h d o g s , as is s o m e ­

t i m e s t h e p r a c t i c e , w i l l i n f l i c t v e r y severe w o u n d s 

o n i t s a n t a g o n i s t s . T h e f e m a l e p r o d u c e s f o u r o r 

f i v e y o u n g a t a b i r t h : t h i s c o m m o n l y h a p p e n s 

e a r l y i n t h e s p r i n g . T h e y o u n g O t t e r s , i f t a k e n 

a t a v e r y e a r l y age , m a y b e s u c c e s s f u l l y t a m e d , 

a n d t a u g h t b y d e g r e e s t o h u n t f o r f i s h , a n d b r i n g 

t h e m t o t h e i r m a s t e r . T h i s t a m i n g o f O t t e r s 

a n d e m p l o y i n g t h e m i n f i s h i n g is m e n t i o n e d 

b y A k l r o v a n d u s ( f r o m A l b e r t u s M a g n u s ) as a 

c i r c u m s t a n c e f a m i l i a r l y k n o w n , a n d m o r e espe­

c i a l l y , a c c o r d i n g t o A l b e r t u s , i n S w e d e n , w h e r e 

h e t e l l s us t h a t , i n t h e houses o f t h e g r e a t , these 

a n i m a l s w e r e k e p t f o r t h a t p u r p o s e , a n d w o u l d 

g o o u t , a t a s i g n a l f r o m t h e c o o k , c a t c h f i s h , a n d 

b r i m r i t i n t o t h e k i t c h e n i n o r d e r t o be d r e s sed 

f o r d i n n e r ! ! ! 

T h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , i n h i s d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e 

O t t e r , g i v e n i n t h e 7 t h v o l u m e o f h i s N a t u r a l 

H i s t o r y , seems i n c l i n e d t o d o u b t t h e r e a l i t y o f 

t h e O t t e r s h a v i n g e v e r b e e n p r o p e r l y t a m e d , so 

as t o be r e n d e r e d s e r v i c e a b l e i n f i s h i n g ; b u t l a t e r 

e x p e r i e n c e has p r o v e d t h i s t o b e p e r f e c t l y p r a c ­

t i c a b l e . A n O t t e r t h u s t a m e d has f o l l o w e d i t s 
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m a s t e r l i k e a c log , a n d b e e n f o u n d e x t r e m e l y u s e f u l . 

I n s t a n c e s o f t h i s k i n d a re d e s c r i b e d i n M r B e w ­

i c k ' s w o r k o n Q u a d r u p e d s . A p e r s o n n e a r I n v e r ­

ness i n S c o t l a n d h a d , a c c o r d i n g t o t h i s w r i t e r , 

a t a m e O t t e r , w h i c h w o u l d f o l l o w h i m w h e r e v e r 

h e chose , a n d , i f c a l l e d b y i t s n a m e , w o u l d i m m e ­

d i a t e l y o b e y . W h e n a p p r e h e n s i v e o f d a n g e r f r o m 

doo-s, i t w o u l d seek p r o t e c t i o n f r o m i t s m a s t e r , 

a n d . e n d e a v o u r t o f l y i n t o h i s a r m s f o r s e c u r i t y 

I t was f r e q u e n t l y e m p l o y e d i n c a t c h i n g f i s h , a n d 

w o u l d s o m e t i m e s t a k e e i g h t o r t e n s a l m o n m a 

c l a y : t hese i t a l w a y s m a d e a n a t t e m p t t o b r e a k 

b e h i n d t h e s m a l l b a c k fin, i f n o t p r e v e n t e d : as 

s o o n as o n e was t a k e n a w a y , i t i m m e d i a t e l y d i v e d 

f o r a n o t h e r , a n d , w h e n t i r e d , r e f u s e d t o fish a n y 

l o n g e r ; a n d , a f t e r h a v i n g b e e n r e w a r d e d w i t h a 

p a r t o f t h e s p o i l , w o u l d c o m p o s e i t s e l f t o s leep , 

a n d i n t h i s s t a te was c a r r i e d h o m e . I t w o u l d fish 

i n t h e sea as w e l l as i n f r e s h w a t e r . A n o t h e r p e r ­

son , a c c o r d i n g t o M r . B e w i c k , w h o k e p t a t a m e 

O t t e r , s u f f e r e d i t t o f o l l o w h i m w i t h t h e d o g s , 

a n d i t was f o u n d a v e r y u s e f u l a ss i s t an t i n fishing, 

b y g o i n g i n t o t h e w a t e r , a n d d r i v i n g t h e t r o u t s , 

& c . i n t o t h e ne t s . I t was f a r t h e r r e m a r k a b l e , 

t h a t t h e d o g s , t h o u g h a c c u s t o m e d t o h u n t O t t e r s , 

w e r e so f a r f r o m g i v i n g i t t h e s m a l l e s t m o l e s t a ­

t i o n , t h a t t h e y w o u l d n o t e v e n h u n t a n O t t e r 

w h i l e i n i t s c o m p a n y . T h i s m e t h o d o f fishing 

w i t h a t a m e O t t e r is a lso m e n t i o n e d b y V a n i e r e , 

i n h i s t r u l y V i r g i l i a n p o e m , t h e P r s e d i u m R u s t i -

c u m . 
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f t Si rtidum tenerosque ferae deprendere pullos 
Contigit ; absenti sobolem furabere matr i ; 
Et dum mollis adhuc aetas facilisque doceri, 
Piscandi cicurem Lutram formabis ad artes : 
Namque ubi transverso steterint suspensa fluento 
L ina ; cavernosos rimabitur ilia recessus, 
Ejectos specubus pisces in retia trudens; 
U t canis excitos agit in venabula cervos, 
E t leporum presso sequitur vestigia rostro." 

" Should chance, within their dark recess, betray 
The tender young, bear quick the prize away. 
Tam'd by thy care, the useful brood shall join 
The wat'ry chace, and add their toils to thine; 
From each close lurking-hole shall force away 
And drive within thy nets the silver prey: 
As the taught hound the t imid stag subdues, 
O r o'er the dewy plain the panting hare pursues." 

Lastly, The Count de Buffon himself, in his 

s i x t h s u p p l e m e n t a l v o l u m e , r e t r a c t s h i s s c e p t i c i s m 

o n t h i s s u b j e c t , a n d has p u b l i s h e d a l e t t e r f r o m 

t h e M a r q u i s d e C o u r t i v r o n r e l a t i v e t o a t a m e 

O t t e r k e p t i n a n a b b e y a t A u t u n , i n t h e y e a r 

1 7 7 5 , Sec. T h i s O t t e r w a s a f e m a l e , a n d h a d 

b e e n t a k e n e x t r e m e l y y o u n g , a n d r e a r e d w i t h 

m i l k t i l l i t was t w o m o n t h s o l d , w h e n i t was f e d 

w i t h s o u p , f r u i t s , p u l s e , m e a t , f i s h , & c . w h i c h 

l a t t e r , h o w e v e r , i t w o u l d n o t ea t un less p e r f e c t l y 

f r e s h . I t was as t a m e as a c l og , a n d w o u l d c o m e 

w h e n e v e r i t was c a l l e d b y i t s n a m e . I t w o u l d 

a l so p l a y w i t h a d o g a n d c a t w i t h w h i c h i t h a d 

b e e n e a r l y a c q u a i n t e d , b u t s h e w e d g r e a t a n i m o ­

s i t y a g a i n s t o t h e r d o g s a n d ca t s w h i c h h a p p e n e d 

t o a p p r o a c h i t . T h i s O t t e r c h i e f l y i n h a b i t e d a 

v . i . p . n . 2 9 
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r o o m , a n d w o u l d l i e b y n i g h t o n a b e d , a n d d u r ­

i n g t h e d a y - t i m e , o n a h e a p o f s t r a w p r o v i d e d f o r 

i t : i t w o u l d o c c a s i o n a l l y p l u n g e i t s h e a d a n d t o r e 

f e e t i n t o a vessel o f w a t e r , w h i c h a l w a y s s t o o d 

n e a r i t ; a n d , a f t e r s h a k i n g i t s e l f , w o u l d g o 

o u t i n t o t h e c o u r t y a r d f o r e x e r c i s e , & c . a n d 

w o u l d o f t e n s leep i n t h e s u n s h i n e . I t s e e m e d 

i n a m a n n e r t o h a v e l o s t t h e n a t u r a l h a b i t s o f i t s 

k i n d ; s ince , b e i n g c a r r i e d o n e d a y t o a p o o l o t 

w a t e r , i t s eemed a f r a i d , a n d w o u l d n o t g o i n t o i t , 

b u t o n l y w e t t e d i t s h e a d a n d f e e t , as i n i t s c h a m ­

b e r ; a n d w h e n t h r o w n i n , t o t h e d i s t a n c e o f s o m e 

f e e t , i t i n s t a n t l y m a d e t o t h e s h o r e , as i f i n a k i n d 

o f a l a r m , a n d f o l l o w e d r e a d i l y t o t h e A b b e y . 

W h e n t h e O t t e r , i n i t s n a t u r a l o r u n e d u c a t e d 

s ta te , has c a u g h t a f i s h , i t i m m e d i a t e l y d r a w s i t 

a sho re , a n d d e v o u r s t h e h e a d a n d u p p e r p a r t s , 

l e a v i n g t h e r e m a i n d e r ; a n d w h e n i n a s t a t e o f 

c a p t i v i t y , w i l l e a t n o fish b u t w h a t i s p e r f e c t l y 

f r e s h , b u t w i l l p r e f e r b r e a d , m i l k , & c . T h e O t ­

t e r , says B u f f o n , is as n o x i o u s i n a fish-pond as 

t h e P o l e c a t i n a h e n - r o o s t ; s i n c e h e f r e q u e n t l y 

k i l l s m a n y m o r e fish t h a n h e c a n ea t , a n d t h e n 

c a r r i e s o f f o n e i n h i s t e e t h . T h e O t t e r w i l l s o m e ­

t i m e s d e v o u r v e g e t a b l e s o f d i f f e r e n t k i n d s , a n d 

w i l l g n a w t h e b a r k a n d t w i g s o f y o u n g t rees . 

T h e f l e s h o f t h e O t t e r is r a n k a n d fishy. T h e 

R o m i s h c h u r c h p e r m i t s t h e use o f i t o n m a i g r e -

d a y s , a n d M r . P e n n a n t d e c l a r e s , t h a t , i n t h e 

k i t c h e n o f t h e C a r t h u s i a n c o n v e n t , n e a r D i j o n , 

h e saw o n e p r e p a r i n g f o r t h e d i n n e r o f t h e r e l i -
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o u s o f t h a t r i g i d o r d e r , w h o a r e p r o h i b i t e d , d u r ­

i n g t h e i r w h o l e l i v e s , t h e e a t i n g o f f l e s h . 

S M A L L E R O T T E R . 

Lutra Lutreola. L. fulvo-nigricans, plantis hirsutis, digitis 
atqualibus, ore albo. 

Blackish-tawny O . wi th hairy feet, toes equal in length, and 
white muzzle. 

Mustela Lutreola. M. plantis palmatis hirsutis, digitis ccquali-
bus, ore albo. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 66. 

Viverra Lutreola. Pall, spicil. zool. 14. p. 46. t. 3 . / . 1. 
Lesser Otter. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 80. 

THIS species very much resembles the common 

O t t e r , b u t is m u c h s m a l l e r : t h e b o d y is o f a 

d u s k y - c o l o u r , b u t w i t h a c o n s i d e r a b l e ca s t o f 

t a w n y ; t h e c h i n a n d t h r o a t w h i t e ; t h e ears 

r o u n d i s h ; t h e f e e t b r o a d , w e b b e d , a n d c o v e r e d 

w i t h h a i r , i n s t e a d o f b e i n g n a k e d , as i n t h e f o r ­

m e r a n i m a l . I n size i t f a l l s f a r s h o r t o f t h e c o m ­

m o n O t t e r , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t a f o o t i n l e n g t h . I n 

N o r t h A m e r i c a t h i s spec ies is k n o w n b y t h e n a m e 

o f M i n x , a n d is s a i d s o m e t i m e s t o l e a v e t h e w a t e r , 

a n d p r e y o n p o u l t r y , & c . i n t h e m a n n e r o f a P o l e ­

c a t , b i t i n g o f f t h e h e a d s a n d s u c k i n g t h e b l o o d . 

I t is s a i d a l so t o h a v e a f e t i d s m e l l . I n E u r o p e 

t h e s m a l l e r O t t e r is c h i e f l y f o u n d i n P o l a n d a n d 

L i t h u a n i a , l i v i n g o n f i s h , f r o g s , & c . I t s f u r is 

v e r y v a l u a b l e , a n d n e x t i n b e a u t y t o t h a t o f t h e 

Sab le . 
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SEA O T T E l l . 

Lutra Marina. L. nigra, plantis pilosis, cauda corpore quadruph 
breviore. 

Black O. with hairy feet, and tail four times shorter than the 
body. 

Mustela Lutris. M. plantis palmatis pilosis, cauda corpore quad-
ruplo breviore. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 66. 

Lutra marina. Stellcr nov. comm. Petrov. 2. p. 367. t. 26. 
Sea Otter. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 83 

THIS is the largest of the Otters, measuring 

a b o u t t h r e e f e e t f r o m t h e nose t o t h e t a i l , a n d 

t h e t a i l t h i r t e e n i n c h e s . T h e c o l o u r o f t h i s spe­

cies is a deep , g lo s sy , b r o w n i s h - b l a c k ; t h e f u r 

b e i n g e x t r e m e l y s o f t a n d v e r y fine: o n t h e f o r e ­

h e a d is g e n e r a l l y a cas t o f g r e y i s h o r s i l v e r - c o ­

l o u r : t h e ears a re e r e c t , s h a r p i s h , a n d s m a l l : t h e 

w h i s k e r s l o n g a n d w h i t e : t h e f o r e l e g s t h i c k a n d 

f u r n i s h e d w i t h f o u r toes , c o v e r e d w i t h h a i r , a n d 

w e b b e d : t h e h i n d f e e t r e s e m b l e t h o s e o f a S e a l ; 

t h e t o e s b e i n g c o n n e c t e d b y a s t r o n g g r a n u l a t e d 

m e m b r a n e , w i t h a s k i n s k i r t i n g t h e o u t w a r d t o e , 

as i n s o m e o f t h e w a t e r - f o w l : t h e t a i l is s h o r t , 

b r o a d , depressed , a n d p o i n t e d a t t h e e n d . T h e 

Sea O t t e r has b e e n f o u n d o f t h e w e i g h t o f s e v e n t y 

o r e i g h t y p o u n d s . I t is s o m e t i m e s seen o f a s i l ­

v e r y o r h o a r y t i n g e . A c c o r d i n g t o M r . P e n ­

n a n t , i t is o n e o f t h e m o s t l o c a l a n i m a l s w e a re 

a c q u a i n t e d w i t h , b e i n g e n t i r e l y c o n f i n e d ^be tween 

l a t . 4 4 . a n d 6 0 . n o r t h ; a n d b e t w e e n .east l o n g . 

f r o m L o n d o n , 1 2 6 . t o i 5 0 . ; i n h a b i t i n g , i n g r e a t 

a b u n d a n c e , B e r i n g ' s i s l ands , K a m t s c h a t k a , t h e 
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A l e u t i a n a n d F o x i s l a n d s , b e t w e e n A s i a a n d A m e ­

r i c a . T h e y l a n d a l so i n t h e K u r i l i s l a n d s , b u t a r e 

n e v e r s een i n t h e c h a n n e l b e t w e e n t h e n o r t h - e a s t 

o f S i b e r i a a n d A m e r i c a . I t is s u p p o s e d t h a t t h e y 

b r i n g b u t o n e a t a t i m e . T h e y a r e m o s t e x ­

t r e m e l y h a r m l e s s a n i m a l s , a n d a r e s i n g u l a r l y a f ­

f e c t i o n a t e t o t h e i r y o u n g . T h e y b r i n g f o r t h o n 

l a n d , a n d o f t e n c a r r y t h e y o u n g o n e b e t w e e n 

t h e i r t e e t h ; f o n d l e t h e m , a n d f r e q u e n t l y f l i n g 

t h e m u p a n d c a t c h t h e m a g a i n i n t h e i r p a w s ; 

a n d b e f o r e t h e y c a n s w i m , t h e p a r e n t s t a k e t h e m 

i n t h e i r f o r e f e e t , a n d s w i m a b o u t o n t h e i r b a c k s . 

T h e y o u n g c o n t i n u e s w i t h i t s p a r e n t t i l l i t t a k e s 

a m a t e . 

T h i s a n i m a l is k i l l e d f o r i t s s k i n , w h i c h is o n e 

o f t h e m o s t v a l u a b l e o f f u r s , b e i n g s o l d a t t h e 

r a t e o f f r o m 14 t o 2 5 p o u n d s s t e r l i n g e a c h . T h e y 

a r e s a i d t o b e c h i e f l y s o l d t o t h e C h i n e s e . 

T h e Sea O t t e r is s o m e t i m e s t a k e n w i t h n e t s , 

b u t is m o r e f r e q u e n t l y d e s t r o y e d w i t h c l u b s a n d 

spears . 

I n t h e P h i l o s o p h i c a l T r a n s a c t i o n s f o r t h e y e a r 

i 796, w e m e e t w i t h a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e Sea O t t e r 

b y M r . A . M e n z i e s , a c c o m p a n i e d b y s o m e o b s e r ­

v a t i o n s b y M r . H o m e . F r o m t h e d e s c r i p t i o n t h e r e 

g i v e n i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e h i n d f e e t w e r e c o m ­

p l e t e l y c o v e r e d w i t h h a i r b o t h a b o v e a n d b e l o w . 

e x c e p t a s m a l l b a r e s p o t b e n e a t h e a c h t o e , so t h a t 

i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t h e a n i m a l e i t h e r v a r i e s , o r t h e 

h a i r a t s o m e p a r t i c u l a r seasons m a y f a l l a w a y 

f r o m t h e w e b s o f t h e f e e t , so as t o l e a v e t h e s k i n 

b a r e , as m e n t i o n e d i n M r . P e n n a n t ' s d e s c r i p t i o n : 
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t h e h i n d f e e t i n t h e s p e c i m e n n o w m e n t i o n e d 

m e a s u r e d e i g h t i n c h e s a c r o s s : t h e t o n g u e was 

f o u r i n c h e s l o n g , a n d r o u n d e d a t t h e e n d , w i t h a 

s l i g h t f i s sure , g i v i n g t h e t i p a b i f i d a p p e a r a n c e . 

I n t h i s r e spec t , as w e l l as i n t h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e 

h i n d f e e t , t h e Sea O t t e r m a k e s a n e v i d e n t ap­

p r o a c h t o t h e Seal . 

BRAS I L l A X OTTER. 

Lutra Brasiliana. L. atra, gutturejiavo. 
Black Otter with yellow throat. 
Lutra nigricans, cauda depressa et plana. Barr.Fr. equin.p. 1^5. 
Brasilian Otter. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 79. 

THIS species is said to be of the size of a mid­

d l i n g d o g , a n d e n t i r e l y o f a b l a c k c o l o u r , e x c e p t 

t h e h e a d , w h i c h is b r o w n , a n d t h e t h r o a t , w h i c h 

is y e l l o w : t h e eyes a re s m a l l a n d b l a c k ; t h e 

w h i s k e r s l a r g e ; t h e ears r o u n d ; t h e f e e t l i k e 

t hose o f a M o n k e y , a n d w i t h f i v e toes , o f w h i c h 

t h e i n t e r i o r is t h e s h o r t e s t ; t h e c l a w s s h a r p ; t h e 

t a i l f l a t a n d n a k e d , a n d r e a c h i n g n o f a r t h e r t h a n 

t h e f e e t . I t is a n a t i v e o f B r a s i l a n d G u i a n a , 

a n d a b o u t t h e b o r d e r s o f t h e O r o n o k o , a n d is s a i d 

t o l i v e c h i e f l y o n f i s h a n d c rabs . I t is r e c k o n e d 

a g o o d f o o d , a n d w i t h o u t a n y fishy tas te . I n t h e 

G m e l i n i a n e d i t i o n o f t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e t h i s 

species is c o n s i d e r e d as a v a r i e t y o f t h e Sea O t t e r . 
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S A R I C O V I E N N E . 

Lutra Saricovienna. L. grisea albo maculata. 
Grey O. spotted with black. 
La petite Loutre d'eau douce de Cayenne. B u f f , suppl. 3. p. 1^9. 

pi. 22. 
Saricovienne. Pemiant Quadr. 2. p. 82. 

THIS is said to be of the size of a Cat, with a 

f u r as f i n e as v e l v e t , g r e y , p a t c h e d w i t h b l a c k : 

t h e flesh is s a i d t o b e v e r y d e l i c a t e . I t is a n a ­

t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a , i n h a b i t i n g r i v e r s . 

S L E N D E R O T T E R . 

Lutra gracilis. L.fusca, corpore longissimo. 
Brown O. wi th extremely slender body. 
Slender Otter. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 85. 

THE length of this species, from the nose to 

t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l , is f o u r f e e t f o u r i n c h e s ; o f t h e 

t a i l a b o u t t h i r t e e n i n c h e s ; t h e d i a m e t e r o f t h e 

b o d y , so f a r as c o u l d b e g u e s s e d f r o m t h e d r i e d 

s k i n , s c a r c e l y m o r e t h a n f o u r i n c h e s a n d a h a l f : 

t h e f o r e l e g s a b o u t t h r e e i n c h e s a n d a h a l f l o n g : 

t h e h i n d l e g s f o u r i n c h e s : t h e h e a d a n d eyes 

s m a l l ; t h e ea rs e x t r e m e l y s m a l l , so as t o b e s c a r c e 

v i s i b l e : t h e h i n d f e e t m o r e s t r o n g l y w e b b e d t h a n 

t h e f o r e f e e t : t h e c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e a n i m a l a 

r i c h a n d v e r y d e e p c h e s n u t o r d a r k b r o w n , r a ­

t h e r p a l e r b e n e a t h : t h e c h e e k s a n d t h r o a t p a l e r 
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t h a n t h e o t h e r p a r t s . T h i s species i n h a b i t s S t a 

t e n - L a n d . 

V I S O N . 

Lutra Vison. L. corpore Saturate castanco unicohre* 

Mustela Vison. M. pedibus palmatis, corpore saturate castaneo 
vnicolore. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 94. 

Vison. Buff. 13. p. 304. pi. 43. 
Minx . Lawson Car. p. 121.? 

THIS animal appears to approach so extremely 

n e a r t o t h e L . L u t r e o l a , o r S m a l l e r O t t e r , b e f o r e 

d e s c r i b e d , as s ca rce t o d i f f e r i n a n y o t h e r c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e b u t t h a t o f w a n t i n g - t h e w h i t e t h r o a t , i n ­

s t ead o f w h i c h i t is e n t i r e l y o f a f i n e b r o w n , w i t h 

a cas t o f c h e s n u t : t h e f u r is v e r y f i n e a n d g l o s s y . 

I t is p r o b a b l e also t h a t t h i s is t h e r e a l Minx o f 

t h e A m e r i c a n s , a n d t h a t w h a t has b e e n s a i d b y 

M r . P e n n a n t r e l a t i v e t o t h e M i n x , u n d e r t h e a r ­

t i c l e o f t h e Les se r O t t e r , s h o u l d , i n r e a l i t y , b e 

a p p l i e d t o t h i s v a r i e t y . 

C H I N C H I M E N . 

Lutra Felina. L. formafelina. 
O. with the shape and appearance of a Cat. 
Chinchimen. Molin. Chil. 265. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 82. 

I N i t s g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e t h i s a n i m a l i s s a i d 

e x t r e m e l y t o r e s e m b l e a C a t , h a v i n g s i m i l a r h e a d . 
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w h i s k e r s , ears , eyes , s h a p e , a n d l e n g t h o f t a i l : 

t h e f e e t h a v e five w e b b e d t o e s , w i t h s t r o n g 

c r o o k e d c l a w s : t h e l e n g t h f r o m n o s e t o t a i l i s 

t w e n t y i n c h e s . I t is s a i d b y M o l i n a t o i n h a b i t 

t h e sea o f C h i l i . I t s w i m s a b o u t i n p a i r s , a n d 

l o v e s t o b a s k i n t h e s u n o n t h e t o p s o f r o c k s ; 

a n d , w h e n t a k e n , h a s a l l t h e fierceness o f a w i l d 

C a t . 
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U R S U S . B E A R . 

Generic Character. 

Denies Primores superiores 
sex, intus excavati, alterni. 
Inferiores sex; laterales 
duo longiores, lobat i ; se-

cundarii basi interiores. 

Laniarii solitarii. 
Molares quinque seu sex, p r i -

mo laniariis approximato. 

Lingua bevis. 

Nasus prominens. 
Membrana nictitans. 

Front-teeth six both above and 

below': the two lateral ones 
o f the lower j a w longer 

than the rest and lobed; 
w i t h smaller or secondary 
teeth at their internal bases. 

Canine-teeth solitary. 

Grinders five or six on each 
side; the first approximat­
ed to the canine-teeth. 

Tongue smooth. 
Snout prominent. 
Eyes furnished w i t h a nicti­

tating membrane. 

Ursus Arctos. Ursus fusco nigricans, cauda abrupta. Lin. Syst. 
Nat. Gmel. p. 100. 

Blackish-brown Bear with abrupt tail . 
Ursus. Gesn. Quadr. 14. Aldr. dig. 117. 
Ours. Buff. 8. p. 248. pi. 31, 32. 
Brown Bear. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 1. 

THE common Bear, with some variation as to 

size a n d c o l o u r , is a n a t i v e o f a l m o s t a l l t h e 

n o r t h e r n p a r t s o f E u r o p e a n d A s i a , a n d is e v e n s a i d 

t o b e f o u n d i n s o m e o f t h e I n d i a n i s l a n d s , as C e y -
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I o n , & c * I t i n h a b i t s w o o d s a n d u n f r e q u e n t e d 

p l a c e s , a n d f e e d s c h i e f l y o n r o o t s , f r u i t s , a n d 

o t h e r v e g e t a b l e s u b s t a n c e s , b u t o c c a s i o n a l l y p r e y s 

o n a n i m a l s . I n t h e A l p i n e r e g i o n s t h e B e a r i s 

b r o w n ; i n s o m e o t h e r p a r t s o f E u r o p e , b l a c k ; a n d 

i n s o m e p a r t s o f N o r w a y has b e e n s e e n o f a g r e y -

c o l o u r , a n d e v e n p e r f e c t l y w h i t e : t h i s l a t t e r 

c h a n g e o f c o l o u r s o m e t i m e s t a k e s p l a c e , as is w e l l 

k n o w n , i n s e v e r a l o t h e r a n i m a l s , a n d m o s t f r e ­

q u e n t l y i n s u c h as a r e n a t u r a l l y b l a c k o r o f v e r y 

d a r k c o l o u r s . T h e b r o w n , t h e b l a c k , t h e g r e y , 

a n d t h e w h i t e l a n d B e a r s a r e , t h e r e f o r e , t o b e 

c o n s i d e r e d as o f t h e s a m e s p e c i e s : y e t i t is o b s e r v e d 

t h a t t h e b r o w n a n d t h e b l a c k v a r i e t y d i f f e r s o m e ­

w h a t i n t h e i r m a n n e r o f l i f e ; t h e b l a c k c o n f i n i n g 

i t s e l f a l m o s t e n t i r e l y t o v e g e t a b l e f o o d ; t h e 

b r o w n , o n t h e c o n t r a r y , f r e q u e n t l y a t t a c k i n g a n d 

p r e y i n g u p o n o t h e r a n i m a l s , a n d d e s t r o y i n g l a m b s , 

k i d s , a n d e v e n s o m e t i m e s c a t t l e , a n d s u c k i n g t h e 

b l o o d i n t h e m a n n e r o f t h e C a t a n d W e e s e l 

t r i b e s . L i n n a e u s a d d s , t h a t t h e B e a r has a w a y 

o f b l o w i n g u p h i s p r e y , a n d o f h i d i n g o r b u r y i n g 

a p a r t o f i t . B e a r s a r e r e p o r t e d t o b e p a r t i c u ­

l a r l y f o n d o f h o n e y , i n s e a r c h o f w h i c h t h e y w i l l 

c l i m b t r e e s , i n o r d e r t o g e t a t t h e nes t s o f w i l d 

b e e s ; f o r t h e B e a r , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g h i s a w k w a r d 

f o r m , is e x p e r t i n c l i m b i n g , a n d s o m e t i m e s t a k e s 

u p h i s r e s i d e n c e i n t h e h o l l o w o f a v e r y l a r g e 

* The brown Bear is also said to be found in some of the north­
ern parts of America, where i t destroys cattle. The American 
Black Bear is a different species, and is not carnivorous. 
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t r e e . T h e B e a r w i l l a lso c a t c h a n d d e v o u r f i s h , 

o c c a s i o n a l l y f r e q u e n t i n g t h e b a n k s o f r i v e r s f o r 

t h a t p u r p o s e . 

T h e B e a r passes a c o n s i d e r a b l e p a r t o f t h e w i n t e r 

i n a s t a t e o f repose a n d a b s t i n e n c e ; e m e r g i n g o n l y 

a t d i s t a n t i n t e r v a l s f r o m h i s d e n , a n d a g a i n c o n ­

c e a l i n g h i m s e l f i n h i s r e t r e a t t i l l t h e a p p r o a c h o f 

t h e v e r n a l season. T h e f e m a l e s a re s a i d t o c o n ­

t i n u e i n t h i s s t a te m u c h l o n g e r t h a n t h e m a l e s , 

a n d i t is d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d t h a t t h e y b r i n g f o r t h 

t h e i r y o u n g , w h i c h a r e c o m m o n l y t w o i n n u m ­

b e r . T h e s e t h e a n c i e n t s i m a g i n e d t o b e n e a r l y 

shapeless masses, g r a d u a l l y l i c k e d a n d f a s h i o n e d 

i n t o r e g u l a r f o r m b y t h e p a r e n t ; a n o p i n i o n n o w 

s u f f i c i e n t l y e x p l o d e d . O n t h i s s u b j e c t t h e l e a r n e d 

S i r T h o m a s B r o w n has a c h a p t e r i n h i s c e l e b r a t e d 

w o r k , t h e P s e u d o d o x i a E p i d e m i c a , o r V u l g a r E r ­

r o r s , a n d obse rves , t h a t w e h a v e t h e t e s t i m o n y o f 

" t h r e e a u t h e n t i c p h i l o s o p h e r s , " i n c o n f u t a t i o n 

o f t h e n o t i o n , v i z . f i r s t , o f M a t t h i o l u s , w h o , i n 

h i s C o m m e n t o n D i o s c o r i d e s , a f f i r m s , t h a t , i n a 

n e w l y k i l l e d B e a r w h i c h h e saw o p e n e d , t h e y o u n g 

w e r e d i s t i n c t i n a l l t h e i r l i m b s ; s e c o n d l y , o f 

J u l i u s S c a l i g e r , w h o a f f i r m s t h e s a m e t h i n g o f o n e 

k i l l e d b y s o m e h u n t e r s i n t h e A l p s ; a n d , l a s t l y , 

o f A l d r o v a n d u s , w h o i n f o r m s us , t h a t i n t h e 

M u s e u m a t B o l o g n a t h e r e was , i n h i s t i m e , t h e 

fce tus o f a B e a r p r e s e r v e d i n s p i r i t s , a n d w h i c h 

was as c o m p l e t e l y f o r m e d as t h a t o f o t h e r a n i m a l s . 

T h e y o u n g , h o w e v e r , t h o u g h n o t shapeless , h a v e a 

d i f f e r e n t a spec t f r o m t h e g r o w n a n i m a l ; t h e s n o u t 

b e i n g m u c h s h a r p e r , a n d t h e i r c o l o u r y e l l o w i s h : 
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t h e y a r e s a i d t o b e b l i n d f o r n e a r l y t h e space o f a 

m o n t h . 

A M E R I C A N B E A R . 

Ursus Americanus. U. niger, gula genisque ferrvgineis. Lin. 
Si/st. Nat. Gmel. p. 101. Pall. spic. zool. 14. p. 6. 26. 

Black Bear, wi th ferruginous cheeks and throat. 
Black Bear. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 4. Arct. zool. ed. 2. No. 19. 

THIS, which is now considered as a distinct 

spec ies , a n d n o t t o b e c o n f o u n d e d w i t h t h e B l a c k 

B e a r o f E u r o p e , h a s a l o n g , p o i n t e d n o s e , a n d 

n a r r o w f o r e h e a d : t h e c h e e k s a n d t h r o a t o f a y e l ­

l o w i s h b r o w n c o l o u r ; t h e h a i r o n t h e w h o l e b o d y 

a n d l i m b s o f a g l o s s y b l a c k , s m o o t h e r a n d s h o r t e r 

t h a n t h a t o f t h e E u r o p e a n k i n d . I t is a l so s a i d 

t o b e , i n g e n e r a l , s m a l l e r t h a n t h e E u r o p e a n B e a r , 

t h o u g h i n s t a n c e s h a v e b e e n k n o w n i n w h i c h i t s 

s ize , a t l e a s t , e q u a l l e d t h e E u r o p e a n , s i n c e M r . 

B a r t r a m assures us , t h a t a B e a r w a s k i l l e d i n F l o ­

r i d a w h i c h w e i g h e d f o u r h u n d r e d p o u n d s . 

T h i s a n i m a l i n h a b i t s a l l t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t s o f 

A m e r i c a , m i g r a t i n g o c c a s i o n a l l y f r o m t h e n o r t h ­

e r n t o t h e m o r e s o u t h e r l y p a r t s i n q u e s t o f f o o d , 

w h i c h is s a i d t o b e e n t i r e l y v e g e t a b l e ; a n d i t i s 

e v e n a f f i r m e d , t h a t , w h e n p r e s s e d b y e x t r e m e 

w a n t , t h e y w i l l s t i l l n e g l e c t a l l a n i m a l f o o d w h e n ­

e v e r t h e y c a n o b t a i n a s u p p l y o f r o o t s a n d g r a i n . 

T h e y , h o w e v e r , s o m e t i m e s d e s t r o y f i s h , a n d p a r ­

t i c u l a r l y h e r r i n g s , w h e n t h e s e f i s h h a p p e n t o c o m e 

u p i n t o t h e c r e e k s i n shoa l s . T h e y a r e s a i d t o 
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c o n t i n u e i n t h e i r w i n t e r r e t r e a t s , e i t h e r i n dens 

b e n e a t h t h e s n o w u n d e r g r o u n d , o r i n t h e h o l l o w s 

o f o l d t r ees , f o r t h e space o f five o r s i x w e e k s w i t h ­

o u t f o o d . 

Var. ? 

YELLOW BEAR. 

Among Mr. Carton's figures of quadrupeds a 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n is g i v e n o f a Y e l l o w B e a r , f r o m t h e 

l i v i n g a n i m a l t h e n k e p t i n t h e T o w e r . T h e f o l ­

l o w i n g is t h e d e s c r i p t i o n a c c o m p a n y i n g t h e p l a t e 

r e f e r r e d t o : 

" T h e Y e l l o w B e a r , f r o m C a r o l i n a (as t h e A m e ­

r i c a n Bears i n g e n e r a l a r e ) , is r a t h e r s m a l l e r t h a n 

t h e E u r o p e a n B e a r s ; i t has a lso a m o r e p l e a s a n t 

a n d a g r e e a b l e c o u n t e n a n c e , is p e r f e c t l y t a m e a n d 

s o c i a b l e ; t h e c o l o u r a l i v e l y b r i g h t o r a n g e , o f 

a r e d d i s h cast . T h e h a i r t h i c k , l o n g , a n d s i l k y . 

I t s o t h e r p r o p e r t i e s a r e t h e s a m e as o f t h e species 

i n g e n e r a l . " 

M r . P e n n a n t , i n h i s A r c t i c Z o o l o g y , has c o m ­

p i l e d , f r o m g o o d a u t h o r i t i e s , a v e r y c u r i o u s a n d 

p l e a s i n g a c c o u n t o f t h e c e r e m o n i a l s u s e d a m o n g 

t h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n I n d i a n s a t t h e t i m e o f t h e i r 

p e r i o d i c a l h u n t i n g o f t h e B e a r . 

" T h e chase o f these a n i m a l s ( says h e ) is a m a t ­

t e r o f t h e first i m p o r t a n c e , a n d n e v e r u n d e r t a k e n 

w i t h o u t a b u n d a n c e o f c e r e m o n y . A p r i n c i p a l 

w a r r i o r first g i v e s a g e n e r a l i n v i t a t i o n t o a l l t h e 

h u n t e r s . T h i s is f o l l o w e d b y a m o s t s e r i o u s f a s t 
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o f e i g h t d a y s , a t o t a l a b s t i n e n c e f r o m a l l k i n d s o f 

f o o d * ; n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g w h i c h , t h e y pass t h e d a y 

i n c o n t i n u a l s o n g . T h i s t h e y d o t o i n v o k e t h e 

s p i r i t s o f t h e w o o d s t o d i r e c t t h e m t o t h e p l a c e s 

w h e r e t h e r e a r e a b u n d a n c e o f B e a r s . T h e y e v e n 

c u t t h e f l e s h i n d i v e r s p a r t s o f t h e i r b o d i e s , t o 

r e n d e r t h e s p i r i t s m o r e p r o p i t i o u s . T h e y a l so a d ­

d r e s s t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e m a n e s o f t h e beas ts s l a i n 

i n p r e c e d i n g chases , as i f i t w e r e t o d i r e c t t h e m 

i n t h e i r d r e a m s t o p l e n t y o f g a m e . O n e d r e a m e r 

a l o n e c a n n o t d e t e r m i n e t h e p l a c e o f t h e c h a s e , 

n u m b e r s m u s t c o n c u r ; b u t as t h e y t e l l e a c h o t h e r 

t h e i r d r e a m s , t h e y n e v e r f a i l t o a g r e e : w h e t h e r 

t h a t m a y a r i s e f r o m c o m p l a i s a n c e , o r b y a r e a l 

a g r e e m e n t i n t h e d r e a m s , f r o m t h e i r t h o u g h t s 

b e i n g p e r p e t u a l l y t u r n e d o n t h e s a m e t h i n g . 

" T h e c h i e f o f t h e h u n t n o w g i v e s a g r e a t 

f e a s t , a t w h i c h n o o n e d a r e s t o a p p e a r w i t h o u t 

f i r s t b a t h i n g . A t t h i s e n t e r t a i n m e n t t h e y e a t w i t h 

g r e a t m o d e r a t i o n , c o n t r a r y t o t h e i r u s u a l c u s t o m . 

T h e m a s t e r o f t h e f e a s t a l o n e t o u c h e s n o t h i n g -

b u t is e m p l o y e d i n r e l a t i n g t o t h e g u e s t s a n c i e n t 

t a l e s o f t h e w o n d e r f u l f ea s t s i n f o r m e r c h a s e s : 

a n d f r e s h i n v o c a t i o n s t o t h e manes o f t h e d e c e a s e d 

B e a r s c o n c l u d e t h e w h o l e . T h e y t h e n s a l l y f o r t h 

a m i d s t t h e a c c l a m a t i o n s o f t h e v i l l a g e , e q u i p p e d 

as i f f o r w a r , a n d p a i n t e d b l a c k . E v e r y a b l e 

h u n t e r is o n a l e v e l w i t h a g r e a t w a r r i o r ; b u t h e 

m u s t h a v e k i l l e d h i s d o z e n g r e a t beas ts b e f o r e h i s 

* W e must surely suppose that they nourish themselves by 
some kind of drink during this period. 
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c h a r a c t e r i s e s t a b l i s h e d ; a f t e r w h i c h h i s a l l i a n c e 

is as m u c h c o u r t e d as t h a t o f t h e m o s t v a l i a n t 

c a p t a i n . 

" T h e y n o w p r o c e e d o n t h e i r w a y i n a d i r e c t 

l i n e ; n e i t h e r r i v e r s , m a r s h e s , o r a n y o t h e r i m p e ­

d i m e n t s , s t o p t h e i r c o u r s e ; d r i v i n g b e f o r e t h e m 

a l l t h e beasts w h i c h t h e y f i n d i n t h e i r w a y . W h e n 

t h e y a r r i v e i n t h e h u n t i n g - g r o u n d , t h e y s u r r o u n d 

as l a r g e a space as t h e i r c o m p a n y w i l l a d m i t , a n d 

t h e n c o n t r a c t t h e i r c i r c l e , s e a r c h i n g , as t h e y c o n ­

t r a c t , e v e r y h o l l o w t r e e , a n d e v e r y p l a c e f i t f o r 

t h e r e t r e a t o f t h e B e a r , a n d c o n t i n u e t h e s ame 

p r a c t i c e t i l l t h e t i m e o f t h e chase is e x p i r e d . 
< f A s s o o n as a B e a r is k i l l e d , a h u n t e r p u t s 

i n t o i t s m o u t h a l i g h t e d p i p e o f t o b a c c o , a n d , 

b l o w i n g i n t o i t , f i l l s t h e t h r o a t w i t h t h e s m o k e , 

c o n j u r i n g t h e s p i r i t o f t h e a n i m a l n o t t o r e s e n t 

w h a t t h e y a r e g o i n g t o d o t o i t s b o d y , n o r t o 

r e n d e r t h e i r f u t u r e chases u n s u c c e s s f u l . A s t h e 

beas t m a k e s n o r e p l y , t h e y c u t o u t t h e s t r i n g o f 

t h e t o n g u e , a n d t h r o w i t i n t o t h e f i r e : i f i t 

c r a c k l e s a n d r u n s i n ( w h i c h i t is a l m o s t s u r e 

t o d o ) , t h e y a c c e p t i t as a g o o d o m e n ; i f n o t , 

t h e y c o n s i d e r t h a t t h e s p i r i t o f t h e b e a s t is n o t 

appeased , a n d t h a t t h e chase o f t h e n e x t y e a r w i l l 

be u n f o r t u n a t e . 

" T h e h u n t e r s l i v e w e l l d u r i n g t h e chase , o n 

p r o v i s i o n s w h i c h t h e y b r i n g w i t h t h e m . T h e y 

r e t u r n h o m e w i t h g r e a t p r i d e a n d s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y ; 

f o r t o k i l l a B e a r f o r m s t h e c h a r a c t e r o f a c o m ­

p l e t e m a n . T h e y g i v e a g r e a t e n t e r t a i n m e n t , 

a n d n o w m a k e a p o i n t t o l e a v e n o t h i n g . T h e 
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f e a s t is d e d i c a t e d t o a c e r t a i n g e n i u s , p e r h a p s t h a t : 

o f g l u t t o n y , w h o s e r e s e n t m e n t t h e y d r e a d , i f t h e y 

d o n o t e a t e v e r y m o r s e l , a n d e v e n s u p u p t h e 

v e r y m e l t e d g r e a s e i n w h i c h t h e m e a t w a s d r e s s e d . 

T h e y s o m e t i m e s e a t t i l l t h e y b u r s t , o r b r i n g o n 

t h e m s e l v e s s o m e v i o l e n t d i s o r d e r s . T h e f i r s t 

c o u r s e is t h e g r e a t e s t B e a r t h e y h a v e k i l l e d , w i t h ­

o u t e v e n t a k i n g o u t t h e e n t r a i l s , o r t a k i n g o f f 

t h e s k i n ; c o n t e n t i n g t h e m s e l v e s w i t h s i n g e i n g t h e 

s k i n , as is p r a c t i s e d w i t h h o g s . " 

P O L A R B E A R . 

Ursus Maritimus. U. albus, cauda abrupta, capite colloque elon-
gatis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. pi 101. 

Whi te Bear, wi th elongated neck and head, and abrupt tai l . 
Ursus maritimus albus major arcticus. Martens Spitsberg. 73. 

t. O. f . C. 
Ours blanc. B u f f , suppl. 3. p. 200.pl. 34. 
Polar Bear. Bennant Quadr. 2. p. 5. 
Ursus Polaris. Polar Bear. Museum Leverianum, vol. 1. p. 7. 

pi. 2. 

THIS is a far larger species than the common 

B e a r , a n d is s a i d t o h a v e b e e n s o m e t i m e s f o u n d 

o f t h e l e n g t h o f t w e l v e f e e t . T h e h e a d a n d n e c k 

a r e o f a m o r e l e n g t h e n e d f o r m t h a n i n t h e c o m ­

m o n B e a r , a n d t h e b o d y i t s e l f is l o n g e r i n p r o ­

p o r t i o n . T h e w h o l e a n i m a l is w h i t e , e x c e p t t h e 

t i p o f t h e n o s e a n d t h e c l a w s , w h i c h a r e j e t b l a c k : 

t h e ea rs a r e s m a l l a n d r o u n d e d ; t h e eyes s m a l l ; 

t h e t e e t h o f e x t r a o r d i n a r y m a g n i t u d e : t h e h a i r is 

0 f a g r e a t l e n g t h , a n d t h e l i m b s a r e e x t r e m e l y 

v . 1. P . 11 . 3 0 
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l a r g e a n d s t r o n g . I t seems c o n f i n e d t o t h e v e r y 

c o l d e s t p a r t s o f t h e g l o b e ; b e i n g f o u n d w i t h i n 8 0 

d e g r e e s o f n o r t h l a t i t u d e , as f a r as a n y n a v i g a t o r s 

h a v e y e t p e n e t r a t e d . T h e shores o f H u d s o n ' s 

B a y , G r e e n l a n d , a n d S p i t s b e r g e n , a r e i t s p r i n c i ­

p a l p laces o f r e s i d e n c e ; b u t i t is s a i d t o h a v e b e e n 

a c c i d e n t a l l y c a r r i e d o n f l o a t i n g i c e as f a r s o u t h as 

N e w f o u n d l a n d . T h i s species seems t o h a v e been 

o f t e n c o n f o u n d e d b y a u t h o r s w i t h t h e w h i t e v a ­

r i e t y o f t h e c o m m o n B e a r , w h i c h is o c c a s i o n a l l y 

f o u n d i n t h e n o r t h e r n r e g i o n s . 

T h e f i r s t t o l e r a b l e f i g u r e o f t h e P o l a r B e a r 

seems t o h a v e b e e n p u b l i s h e d b y M r . P e n n a n t 

i n h i s S y n o p s i s o f Q u a d r u p e d s , a n d is c o p i e d i n 

t h e t h i r d s u p p l e m e n t a l v o l u m e o f t h e C o u n t 

d e B u f f o n . A f a r s u p e r i o r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , h o w ­

e v e r , o c c u r s i n t h e l a s t v o y a g e o f C a p t a i n C o o k . 

T h e P o l a r B e a r is a n a n i m a l o f t r e m e n d o u s 

s t r e n g t h a n d f i e r cenes s . B a r e n t z , i n h i s v o y a g e 

i n s e a r c h o f a n o r t h - e a s t passage t o C h i n a , h a d 

p r o o f s o f t h e f e r o c i t y o f t h e s e a n i m a l s , i n t h e 

i s l a n d o f N o v a Z e m b l a , w h e r e t h e y a t t a c k e d h i s 

s eamen , s e i z i n g t h e m i n t h e i r m o u t h s ; c a r r y i n g 

t h e m o f f w i t h t h e u t m o s t ease, a n d d e v o u r i n g 

t h e m i n t h e s i g h t o f t h e i r c o m r a d e s . I t is s a id 

t h a t t h e y w i l l a t t a c k a n d a t t e m p t t o b o a r d a r m e d 

vessels, a t a g r e a t d i s t a n c e f r o m s h o r e , a n d h a v e 

s o m e t i m e s b e e n w i t h m u c h d i f f i c u l t y r e p e l l e d . 

T h e i r u s u a l f o o d cons i s t s o f seals, f i s h , a n d t h e 

carcases o f w h a l e s ; b u t , w h e n o n l a n d , t h e y p r e y 

o n dee r , a n d o t h e r a n i m a l s , as h a r e s , y o u n g b i r d s , 

& c . t h e y also ea t v a r i o u s k i n d s o f b e r r i e s w h i c h 
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t h e y h a p p e n t o f i n d . T h e y a r e s a i d t o b e f r e ­

q u e n t l y seen i n G r e e n l a n d i n g r e a t d r o v e s , a l l u r e d 

b y t h e s c e n t o f t h e f l e s h o f Seals, a n d w i l l s o m e ­

t i m e s s u r r o u n d t h e h a b i t a t i o n s o f t h e n a t i v e s , a n d 

a t t e m p t t o b r e a k i n ; a n d i t is a d d e d , t h a t t h e 

m o s t s u c c e s s f u l m e t h o d o f r e p e l l i n g t h e m is b y 

t h e s m e l l o f b u r n t f e a t h e r s . T h e y g r o w e x t r e m e l y 

f a t , a h u n d r e d p o u n d s o f f a t h a v i n g b e e n t a k e n 

f r o m a s i n g l e beas t . T h e f l e s h is s a i d t o b e c o a r s e , 

b u t t h e s k i n is v a l u e d f o r c o v e r i n g s o f v a r i o u s 

k i n d s , a n d t h e G r e e n l a n d e r s o f t e n w e a r i t as a 

c l o t h i n g . T h e s p l i t t e n d o n s a r e s a i d t o f o r m a n 

e x c e l l e n t t h r e a d . D u r i n g t h e s u m m e r t h e y r e ­

s i d e c h i e f l y o n t h e i c e - i s l a n d s , a n d pass f r e q u e n t l y 

f r o m o n e t o a n o t h e r ; b e i n g e x t r e m e l y e x p e r t 

s w i m m e r s . T h e y h a v e b e e n seen o n t h e s e i c e -

i s l a n d s a t t h e d i s t a n c e o f m o r e t h a n e i g h t y m i l e s 

f r o m l a n d , p r e y i n g a n d f e e d i n g as t h e y f l o a t 

a l o n g . T h e y l o d g e i n d e n s , f o r m e d i n t h e v a s t 

masses o f i c e , w h i c h a r e p i l e d i n a s t u p e n d o u s 

m a n n e r , l e a v i n g g r e a t c a v e r n s b e n e a t h : h e r e t h e y 

b r e e d , a n d b r i n g o n e o r t w o y o u n g a t a t i m e , a n d 

s o m e t i m e s , b u t v e r y r a r e l y , t h r e e . T h e a f f e c t i o n 

b e t w e e n p a r e n t a n d y o u n g is so g r e a t , t h a t t h e y 

w i l l s o o n e r d i e t h a n d e s e r t e a c h o t h e r . T h e y f o l ­

l o w t h e i r c lams a v e r y l o n g t i m e , a n d g r o w t o a 

l a r g e s ize b e f o r e t h e y q u i t t h e m . 

D u r i n g w i n t e r t h e y r e t i r e , a n d b e d t h e m s e l v e s 

d e e p b e n e a t h t h e s n o w , o r else b e n e a t h t h e f i x e d 

i c e o f s o m e e m i n e n c e , w h e r e t h e y pass i n a s t a t e 

o f t o r p i d i t y t h e l o n g a n d d i s m a l a r c t i c n i g h t , a p ­

p e a r i n g o n l y w i t h t h e r e t u r n o f t h e s u n . 
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T h e s k i n s o f t h e P o l a r B e a r , says M r . P e n n a n t , 

w e r e f o r m e r l y o f f e r e d b y t h e h u n t e r s i n t h e a r c t i c 

r e g i o n s t o t h e h i g h a l t a r s o f c a t h e d r a l s a n d o t h e r 

c h u r c h e s , f o r t h e p r i e s t t o s t a n d o n d u r i n g t h e 

c e l e b r a t i o n o f mass i n w i n t e r . 

G L U T T O N . 

Ursus Gulo. U. cauda concolore, corpore rufo-fusco, medio dorso 
nigro. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 104. 

Rufous-brown Bear, with tail of the same colour, and the mid­
dle of the back black. 

Gulo. Gesn. Quadr. p. 554. Aldr. dig. p. 178. 
Glouton. Buff", suppl. 3. p. 240. pi. 48. 
Mustela Gulo. Lin. Syst. Nat. ed. 12. p. 67. 

THIS animal is a native of the most northern 

p a r t s o f E u r o p e a n d A s i a , o c c u r r i n g i n S w e d e n , 

N o r w a y , L a p l a n d , a n d S i b e r i a , as w e l l as i n s o m e 

o f t h e A l p i n e r e g i o n s , a n d i n t h e f o r e s t s o f P o ­

l a n d a n d C o u r l a n d . I t is a lso f o u n d i n t h e n o r t h ­

e r n p a r t s o f A m e r i c a , b e i n g n o t u n c o m m o n a b o u t 

H u d s o n ' s B a y . 

T h e G l u t t o n is c o n s i d e r a b l y l a r g e r t h a n a 

B a d g e r , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t a y a r d f r o m nose t o 

t a i l , a n d t h e t a i l a b o u t a f o o t ; b u t i t seems t o 

v a r y i n size, a n d is o f t e n less t h a n t h i s . T h e 

m u z z l e , as f a r as b e y o n d t h e eyes, is b l a c k i s h 

b r o w n , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h h a r d s h i n i n g h a i r : o v e r 

t h e f o r e h e a d , d o w n t h e s ides o f t h e h e a d b e t w e e n 

t h e eyes a n d ears , r u n s a w h i t i s h o r a s h - c o l o u r e d 

b a n d o r f i l l e t : t h e t o p o f t h e h e a d a n d w h o l e 
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l e n g t h o f t h e b a c k a r e b l a c k - b r o w n , t h e c o l o u r 

w i d e n i n g s o m e w h a t o v e r t h e s ides as i t passes o n , 

a n d a g a i n l e s s e n i n g o r c o n t r a c t i n g t o w a r d s t h e 

t a i l ; o r t h e d e s c r i p t i o n m i g h t b e g i v e n i n o t h e r 

w o r d s , b y s a y i n g , t h a t t h e c o l o u r o f t h e b o d y is a 

fine g l o s s y b l a c k - b r o w n , w i t h a f e r r u g i n o u s t i n g e 

a l o n g t h e s ides , so as t o f o r m a b r o a d l a t e r a l 

z o n e ; b u t i t is t o b e o b s e r v e d , t h a t t h e a n i m a l v a ­

r i e s c o n s i d e r a b l y i n c o l o u r ; s o m e t i m e s a p p e a r i n g 

b l a c k , w i t h a s u b f e r r u g i n o u s l a t e r a l b a n d ; a n d a t 

o t h e r t i m e s o f a c h e s n u t - c o l o u r : t h e f e e t a r e 

b l a c k . I n t h e A m e r i c a n v a r i e t y , h e r e a f t e r t o b e 

d e s c r i b e d , a w h i t i s h o r a s h - c o l o u r e d b a n d o r b o r ­

d e r r u n s a l o n g t h e b o d y , i n t h e s a m e m a n n e r as 

t h e f e r r u g i n o u s o n e i n t h e E u r o p e a n k i n d . 

T h e G l u t t o n , as i t s n a m e i m p o r t s , ha s t h e c h a ­

r a c t e r o f a v e r y v o r a c i o u s a n i m a l , p r e y i n g i n d i s c r i ­

m i n a t e l y b o t h o n f r e s h p r e y a n d c a r r i o n . O n e w h i c h 

was k e p t a t D r e s d e n w o u l d e a t t h i r t e e n p o u n d s o f 

flesh i n a d a y , w i t h o u t b e i n g s a t i s f i e d . I t a t t a c k s 

d e e r , b i r d s , field-mice, & c . a n d e v e n s o m e t i m e s 

t h e l a r g e r c a t t l e ; a n d is s a i d t o s i t o n t h e b r a n c h e s 

o f t r ee s , a n d s u d d e n l y t o s p r i n g d o w n o n s u c h a n i ­

m a l s as h a p p e n t o pass b e n e a t h ; t e a r i n g t h e m , 

a n d s u c k i n g t h e b l o o d , t i l l t h e y f a l l d o w n t h r o u g h 

f a i n t n e s s , w h e n i t b e g i n s t o d e v o u r t h e s p o i l . I n 

w i n t e r i t seeks o u t a n d c a t c h e s p t a r m i g a n s u n d e r 

t h e s n o w . W h a t i t c a n n o t d e v o u r a t o n c e i t is s a i d 

t o h i d e u n d e r g r o u n d , o r i n t h e c a v i t y o f s o m e 

t r e e . I t is s a i d t o b e a n a n i m a l o f u n c o m m o n 

fierceness a n d s t r e n g t h ; a n d w i l l s o m e t i m e s d i s ­

p u t e t h e p r e y b o t h w i t h t h e W o l f a n d B e a r . I t 
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is also e x t r e m e l y f e t i d . I t b r e e d s o n c e a y e a r , 

a n d b r i n g s f r o m t w o t o f o u r y o u n g a t a l i t t e r . 

T h e f u r is m u c h u sed f o r m u f f s , l i n i n g s , & c . 

T h o s e s k i n s a re s a i d t o be p r e f e r r e d w h i c h h a v e 

l eas t o f t h e f e r r u g i n o u s t i n g e , a n d f o r t h i s r e a s o n 

t h e S i b e r i a n v a r i e t y , w h i c h is b l a c k e r t h a n t h e 

res t , is m o s t e s t e e m e d . 

Var. ? 

WOLVERENE. 

Ursus Luscus. U. corpore ferrugineo, rostro fusco, fronte pla-
gaque laterali corporis albidis. 

Ferruginous B. with dusky snout, the forehead and lateral band 
of the body whitish. 

U. corpore ferrugineo, rostro fusco, fronte plagaque laterali cor­
poris albidis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 71 . 

The Quick-Hatch or Wolverene. Edw. pi. 103. 
Wolverene. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 8. 

THIS appears to be no other than a variety of 

t h e f o r m e r a n i m a l , d i f f e r i n g i n so f e w p a r t i c u l a r s 

as sca rce t o a d m i t o f a n y o t h e r e l u c i d a t i o n t h a n 

w h a t m a y be c a u g h t b y t h e e y e o n c o n t e m p l a t ­

i n g i t s figure, w h i c h is h e r e g i v e n f r o m E d w a r d s , 

w h o d r e w i t f r o m a l i v i n g s p e c i m e n i m p o r t e d 

f r o m H u d s o n ' s B a y , a n d p r e s e n t e d t o S i r H a n s 

S l o a n e , i n w h o s e possess ion i t c o n t i n u e d f o r s o m e 

y e a r s , b e i n g p e r f e c t l y t a m e a n d h a r m l e s s . I t 

was a b o u t t w i c e t h e size o f a c o m m o n F o x . I t s 

d e s c r i p t i o n , as g i v e n b y E d w a r d s , is as f o l l o w s : 

" A l l t h e s n o u t , u p p e r a n d u n d e r j a w , as f a r as 

t h e eyes, is o f a b l a c k - c o l o u r : t h e f o r e h e a d a b o v e 
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b e c o m e s g r a d u a l l y o f a w h i t i s h c o l o u r ; t h e eyes 

a r e o f a d a r k c o l o u r ; t h e t h r o a t a n d l o w e r s ide 

o f t h e n e c k w h i t e , t h e first s p o t t e d w i t h b l a c k , 

h a v i n g s o m e t r a n s v e r s e b a r s o f b l a c k o n t h e u n ­

d e r s i d e o f t h e n e c k : t h e ears a r e s m a l l a n d 

r o u n d , a p p e a r i n g b u t l i t t l e l o n g e r t h a n t h e h a i r 

t h a t g r o w s o n t h e h e a d : t h e y a r e c o v e r e d w i t h 

s h o r t b r o w n h a i r : t h e h i n d p a r t o f t h e h e a d a n d 

n e c k , t h e w h o l e b o d y b o t h a b o v e a n d b e n e a t h , 

t h e l e g s a n d t a i l , a r e a l l o f a b r o w n o r c h e s n u t -

c o l o u r , c l o u d e d l i g h t e r a n d d a r k e r , v i z . t h e u p ­

p e r s i d e o f t h e n e c k a n d b e g i n n i n g o f t h e b a c k is 

d u s k y , o r v e r y d a r k b r o w n , w h i c h g r a d u a l l y 

c h a n g e s t o a l i g h t e r o r m o r e p l e a s a n t b r o w n i n 

t h e m i d d l e o f t h e b a c k : t h i s c o l o u r a g a i n g r o w s 

b y d e g r e e s d a r k e r , t i l l i t b e c o m e s a l m o s t b l a c k 

i n t h e h i n d p a r t o f t h e b a c k : t h e t a i l t o w a r d s 

t h e t i p b e c o m e s o f a d u s k y - c o l o u r : i t h a t h a b r o a d 

b a r o f v e r y l i g h t a s h - c o l o u r e d b r o w n passing-

r o u n d t h e b o d y , b e g i n n i n g a t e a c h s h o u l d e r , p r o ­

c e e d i n g o n t h e s ides b a c k w a r d s , a n d m e e t i n g o n 

t h e r u m p , j u s t a b o v e t h e t a i l , w h e r e i t is b r o a d ­

est . T h e f u r o n t h e w h o l e b o d y is p r e t t y l o n g , 

a n d seems n o t t o l i e so flat t o t h e s k i n as i n 

s o m e a n i m a l s . A l l t h e f e e t , as f a r as t h e h e e l o r 

first j o i n t , a r e c o v e r e d w i t h s h o r t b l a c k h a i r , 

w h i c h g r a d u a l l y b e c o m e s b r o w n a b o v e t h e k n e e s : 

t h e c l a w s a r e o f a l i g h t h o r n - c o l o u r : i t h a t h o n 

e a c h f o o t f o r w a r d s f o u r t o e s ; t h e h i n d f e e t h a v e 

five toes e a c h . " 

I t s h o u l d b e a d d e d , t h a t t h e a b o v e s p e c i m e n 

d e s c r i b e d b y E d w a r d s , h a d l o s t o n e e y e ; a n d i t is 
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p r o b a b l e t h a t L i n n a e u s ca re l e s s ly a p p l i e d t h e t r i ­

v i a l n a m e luscus t o t h e a n i m a l o n n o o t h e r c o n s i ­

d e r a t i o n t h a n t h e a b o v e a c c i d e n t a l c i r c u m s t a n c e . 

A s p e c i m e n m e n t i o n e d b y M r . P e n n a n t , m e a ­

s u r e d f r o m nose t o t a i l a b o u t t w e n t y - e i g h t i n c h e s , 

a n d t h e t a i l a b o u t s even i n c h e s ; b u t t h e h a i r 

r e a c h e d s i x i n c h e s b e y o n d t h e t a i l i t s e l f . 

R A C C O O N . 

Ursus Lotor. 17. cauda annulata, fascia per oculos transxersali 
nigra. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 103. 

B. with annulated tail, and black transverse band across the 
eyes. 

Ursus cauda annulatim variegata. Briss. Quadr. p. 189. 
Mapach. Fernand. anini. 2. p. 1. Nieremb. hist, nat.p. 175. 
Le Baton. B u f f . 8. p. 33j.pl. 43. 
Baccoon. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 12. 

The Raccoon is a native of the New World, and 

is p r i n c i p a l l y a n i n h a b i t a n t o f t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t s 

o f t h a t c o n t i n e n t . I t is a lso f o u n d i n s o m e o f 

t h e W e s t - I n d i a n i s l a n d s . I t s c o l o u r is g r e y ; t h e 

f a c e w h i t e ; t h e eyes e a c h i m b e d d e d i n a l a r g e 

p a t c h o f b l a c k , w h i c h f o r m s a k i n d o f b a n d across 

t h e f o r e h e a d , a n d is c r o s s e d b y a d u s k y s t r i p e 

r u n n i n g d o w n t h e nose. T h e v i s a g e is s h a p e d 

l i k e t h a t o f a F o x , t h e f o r e h e a d b e i n g b r o a d a n d 

t h e s n o u t s h a r p ; t h e eyes a re l a r g e a n d g r e e n i s h • 

t h e ears s h o r t a n d s l i g h t l y r o u n d e d ; a n d t h e u p p e r 

j a w is l o n g e r t h a n t h e l o w e r : t h e t a i l , w h i c h is 

c o v e r e d w i t h b u s h y h a i r , t a p e r s t o t h e e n d , a n d 

http://33j.pl
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is a n n u l a t e d w i t h s e v e r a l b l a c k b a r s : t h e b o d y i s 

b r o a d , t h e b a c k a r c h e d , t h e l i m b s r a t h e r s h o r t , 

a n d t h e f o r e l e g s s h o r t e r t h a n t h e h i n d e r ; t h e 

a n i m a l is c o v e r e d w i t h t h i c k a n d l o n g h a i r , w h i c h 

has a s o m e w h a t u p r i g h t g r o w t h : t h e f e e t a r e 

d u s k y , a n d h a v e five t oe s w i t h v e r y s h a r p c l a w s . 

T h e c o l o u r o f t h e R a c c o o n , w h i c h is g e n e r a l l y a 

d a r k g r e y , s o m e t i m e s v a r i e s , a n d has a f u l v o u s o r 

t a w n y t i n g e , e s p e c i a l l y o n t h e l o w e r p a r t s ; a n d a 

v a r i e t y e n t i r e l y o f a c r e a m - c o l o u r is m e n t i o n e d b y 

M r . P e n n a n t . T h e l e n g t h o f t h e a n i m a l is t w o f e e t 

f r o m n o s e t o t a i l , a n d t h e t a i l a b o u t o n e f o o t . T h e 

f o o d o f t h e R a c c o o n , i n i t s w i l d s t a t e , c o n s i s t s 

c h i e f l y i n m a i z e , w h i c h i t ea ts w h i l e t h e ea rs a r e 

t e n d e r , as w e l l as s u g a r - c a n e s , v a r i o u s s o r t s o f 

f r u i t , as app l e s , c h e s n u t s , & c . I t is a l so s u p p o s e d 

t o d e v o u r b i r d s a n d t h e i r e g g s , a n d i s , t h e r e f o r e , 

c o n s i d e r e d as a n e n e m y t o p o u l t r y . I t c h i e f l y 

f e e d s b y n i g h t , a n d b y d a y k e e p s i n i t s h o l e , e x ­

c e p t i n d u l l w e a t h e r . I n w i n t e r , a n d i n v e r y b a d 

w e a t h e r , i t k e e p s a l t o g e t h e r w i t h i n , a n d is p o p u ­

l a r l y b e l i e v e d t o l i v e l i k e t h e B e a r , b y s u c k i n g i t s 

p a w s . T h e R a c c o o n , h o w e v e r , is a n a c t i v e a n d 

s p r i g h t l y a n i m a l w h e n t a k e n i n t o a s t a t e o f d o ­

m e s t i c a t i o n . I t ha s a k i n d o f o b l i q u e g a i t i n 

w a l k i n g ; c a n l e a p a n d c l i m b w i t h g r e a t ease, a n d 

is v e r y f r e q u e n t l y seen o n t r ees . I t is e a s i l y t a m e d , 

a n d is f r e q u e n t l y k e p t i n h o u s e s b y t h e A m e r i ­

c a n s , a n d w i l l l i v e o n b r e a d , m i l k , fish, e g g s , & c . 

I t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y d e l i g h t e d w i t h swee t s o f e v e r y 

k i n d , a n d has as g r e a t a d i s l i k e t o a c i d s . I n ea t ­

i n g , i t c o m m o n l y s i t s o n i t s h i n d l e g s , a n d uses 
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i t s f o r e f e e t i n t h e m a n n e r o f h a n d s . I t has a 

w a y o f d i p p i n g a l l m a n n e r o f d r y f o o d t h a t is 

g i v e n i t i n t o w a t e r b e f o r e i t eats i t ; as w e l l as o f 

r o l l i n g i t b e t w e e n i t s p a w s f o r s o m e t i m e . W h e n 

i t k i l l s b i r d s , i t p r o c e e d s e x a c t l y i n t h e m a n n e r o f 

a P o l e c a t ; first b i t i n g o f f t h e h e a d , a n d t h e n 

s u c k i n g o u t t h e b l o o d . I t d r i n k s b u t l i t t l e , a n d 

is a v e r y c l e a n l y a n i m a l . I t is e x t r e m e l y e x p e r t 

i n o p e n i n g oys t e r s , o n w h i c h , as w e l l as o n c r a b s 

a n d v a r i o u s k i n d s o f s h e l l - f i s h , i t f r e q u e n t l y f eeds 

i n i t s w i l d s ta te . I t i s , w h e n t a m e d , e x t r e m e l y ac­

t i v e a n d p l a y f u l ; b u t is o f a c a p r i c i o u s d i s p o s i t i o n , 

a n d n o t e a s i l y r e c o n c i l e d w h e n o f f e n d e d . W h e n 

a n g r y , i t s v o i c e is l i k e a h o a r s e b a r k , a n d a t 

o t h e r t i m e s s o f t a n d s h a r p . I n i t s w i l d s ta te i t 

g e n e r a l l y i n h a b i t s t h e h o l l o w s o f t r e e s ; b u t i n a 

d o m e s t i c s t a t e shews n o p a r t i c u l a r i n c l i n a t i o n f o r 

w a r m t h ; n o r is i t o b s e r v e d t o b e d e s i r o u s o f l y i n g 

o n s t r a w , o r a n y o t h e r s u b s t a n c e , i n p r e f e r e n c e t o 

t h e b a r e g r o u n d . I t sleeps f r o m a b o u t m i d n i g h t 

t i l l n o o n , a t w h i c h t i m e i t c o m e s o u t f o r f o o d a n d 

e x e r c i s e . A c c o r d i n g t o L i n n a e u s , t h e R a c c o o n has 

a w o n d e r f u l a n t i p a t h y t o h o g s ' b r i s t l e s , a n d is 

m u c h d i s t u r b e d a t t h e s i g h t o f a b r u s h * I t 

p r o d u c e s f r o m t w o t o t h r e e y o u n g a t a b i r t h : t h i s 

c o m m o n l y t a k e s p l a c e i n t h e m o n t h o f M a y . T h e 

f u r o f t h e R a c c o o n is u s e d b y t h e h a t t e r s , a n d is 

* This particularity relative to a Raccoon kept and described 
by Linnaeus, is, by some mistake, applied by the Count de Buffon 
to the Coati Mondi or Viverra Nasua; and is quoted in a note 
belonging to the history of that animal in his work on quadru­
peds. 
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c o n s i d e r e d as n e x t i n m e r i t f o r t h i s p u r p o s e t o 

t h a t o f t h e B e a v e r . 

B A D G E R . 

Ursus Meles. U. cauda concolore, corpore supra cinereo, subtus 
nigro, fascia longitudinali per oculos aurcsque nigra. Lin. 
St/st. Nat. p. 70. 

B . wi th unmarked tai l , body grey above, black below, and -a 
longitudinal black band through the eyes and ears. 

Meles. Gesn. Quadr. 687. 
Taxus. Aldr. dig. 263. 
Meles pilis ex sordide albo et nigro variegatis vestita, capite 

taeniis alternatim albis et nigris variegata. Briss. Quadr. p. 1S3. 
Blaireau. B u f f . j.p. 104.pl. 7. 
Common Badger. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 14. 

THE Badger is an inhabitant of all the tempe­

r a t e p a r t s o f E u r o p e a n d A s i a . I t s u s u a l l e n g t h 

is a b o u t t w o f e e t f r o m t h e n o s e t o t h e t a i l , w h i c h 

m e a s u r e s s i x i n c h e s . I t is a n a n i m a l o f v e r y 

c l u m s y m a k e , b e i n g t h i c k - n e c k e d a n d t h i c k - b o d i e d , 

w i t h v e r y s h o r t l e g s . I t c o m m o n l y res ides i n a 

h o l e o r d e n u n d e r g r o u n d , o u t o f w h i c h i t e m e r g e s 

b y n i g h t i n q u e s t o f f o o d ; f e e d i n g c h i e f l y o n 

r o o t s a n d f r u i t s ; b u t i t w i l l a l so d e v o u r f r o g s , 

w o r m s , & c . T h e B a d g e r is o f a n u n i f o r m g r e y -

c o l o u r o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s ; a n d t h e t h r o a t , b r e a s t , 

b e l l y , a n d l e g s , a r e b l a c k : t h e f a c e is w h i t e , a n d 

a l o n g e a c h s i d e o f t h e h e a d r u n s a l o n g a n d 

s o m e w h a t t r i a n g u l a r o r p y r a m i d a l b a n d o f b l a c k , 

i n c l u d i n g t h e eyes a n d e a r s : t h e eyes a r e s m a l l , 

a n d t h e ears s h o r t a n d r o u n d e d : t h e c l a w s o n t h e 
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f o r e f e e t a re v e r y l o n g a n d s t r a i t , a n d i t is p r i n ­

c i p a l l y f r o m t h i s c i r c u m s t a n c e t h a t M r . P e n n a n t 

r a n k s i t u n d e r a s epa ra t e g e n u s , i n s t e a d o f i n ­

c l u d i n g i t u n d e r t h a t o f U r s u s o r B e a r . A u t h o r s 

h a v e s o m e t i m e s m a d e a d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n w h a t 

t h e y h a v e c a l l e d t h e S o w B a d g e r a n d t h e D o g 

B a d g e r ; b u t t h i s is s u p p o s e d t o b e p e r f e c t l y u n ­

t e n a b l e , a n d i f t h e r e be a n y p e r c e p t i b l e v a r i a ­

t i o n , is p r o b a b l y n o o t h e r t h a n a m e r e s e x u a l d i f ­

f e r e n c e . T h e h a i r o f t h e B a d g e r , b o t h o n t h e 

b o d y , l i m b s , a n d t a i l , is v e r y t h i c k ; a n d t h e t e e t h , 

l egs , a n d c l a w s , are v e r y s t r o n g ; so t h a t h e m a k e s 

a v e r y v i g o r o u s d e f e n c e w h e n a t t a c k e d . W h e n 

t a k e n y o u n g , t h e B a d g e r m a y b e eas i ly t a m e d , 

a n d g e n e r a l l y p r e f e r s r a w f l e s h t o e v e r y o t h e r 

f o o d i n a s ta te o f c a p t i v i t y . I t is a v e r y c l e a n l y 

a n i m a l , a n d is o b s e r v e d t o k e e p i t s s u b t e r r a n e o u s 

m a n s i o n e x t r e m e l y n e a t . T h e f e m a l e p r o d u c e s 

a b o u t t h r e e o r f o u r y o u n g : t h i s h a p p e n s i n s u m ­

m e r * ; a n d , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , 

t h e p a r e n t seizes o n y o u n g r a b b e t s | , w h i c h she 

d r a g s o u t o f t h e i r b u r r o w s , b i r d s , e g g s , snakes , 

a n d m a n y o t h e r a n i m a l s , i n o r d e r t o f e e d h e r 

y o u n g . L i k e t h e B e a r , t h i s a n i m a l is a lso f o n d 

o f h o n e y , a n d w i l l a t t a c k h i v e s i n o r d e r t o o b t a i n 

i t . T h e B a d g e r sleeps a g r e a t d e a l , e s p e c i a l l y 

d u r i n g Avin ter , w h e n h e i m i t a t e s t h e p r a c t i c e o f 

* Mr. Schreber says in February. 
f M r . Pennant feems very much to doubt this, and can hardly 

admit the Badger to be a carnivorous animal. 
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t h e B e a r , c o n f i n i n g h i m s e l f t o h i s d e n i n a s t a t e 

o f s e m i - t o r p i d i t y . 

R i d i n g e r figures a s i n g u l a r v a r i e t y o f t h e B a d ­

g e r , o f a w h i t e c o l o u r , w i t h b r o w n a n d r e d d i s h 

p a t c h e s . 

A M E R I C A N B A D G E R . 

Ursus ex griseoflatescens, gula pectore $ abdomine albis, capite ni­
gro lineato. 

Pale yellowish-grey B . w i th the throat and belly white, and the 
head striped w i t h black. 

Ursus Labradorius. U. cauda apice villosa ex luteo subfusca, 
gula, pectore et abdomine albis, palmis tetradactylis. Lin. Syst. 
Nat. Gmel. p. 102. 

Carcajou. B u f f , suppl. 3. p. 242. pi. 49. 
American Badger. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 15. 

IN its general appearance this extremely re­

s e m b l e s t h e c o m m o n B a d g e r , a n d m i g h t a l m o s t 

pass f o r a v a r i e t y o n l y : i t i s , h o w e v e r , s o m e w h a t 

s m a l l e r , a n d t h e b l a c k b a n d s o n t h e f a c e a r e 

m u c h n a r r o w e r a n d d o n o t i n c l u d e t h e eyes , b u t 

c o m m e n c e b e h i n d t h e m , a n d r u n a l o n g t h e t o p 

o f t h e n e c k : t h e ea rs a r e s u r r o u n d e d w i t h b l a c k : 

t h e u p p e r p a r t s o f t h e b o d y a r e n e a r l y o f t h e 

s a m e c o l o u r as i n t h e c o m m o n B a d g e r , b u t r a ­

t h e r p a l e r , a n d w i t h a s l i g h t y e l l o w i s h c a s t ; a n d 

t h e b r e a s t a n d b e l l y a r e o f a l i g h t a s h - c o l o u r , i n ­

s t e a d o f b l a c k : t h e l e g s a r e o f a d u s k y b r o w n : 

t h e c l a w s a r e a t l e a s t as l o n g a n d s t r o n g as i n t h e 

E u r o p e a n B a d g e r , i f n o t m o r e so. I n t h e s p e c i ­

m e n d e s c r i b e d b y t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n t h e r e w e r e 
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o n l y f o u r c l a w s o n t h e f o r e f e e t ; b u t t h i s was s u r ­

m i s e d t o h a v e b e e n r a t h e r o w i n g t o s o m e a c c i ­

d e n t a l c i r c u m s t a n c e t h a n t r u l y n a t u r a l ; t h o u g h 

i t appears t o h a v e b e e n c o n s i d e r e d b y D r . G m e l i n 

as f o r m i n g p a r t o f t h e g e n u i n e s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r 

o f t h e a n i m a l . T h i s species is r a t h e r s c a r c e i n 

A m e r i c a . I t is f o u n d i n t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f 

H u d s o n ' s B a y , a n d i n T e r r a d i L a b r a d o r , a n d , 

as M r . P e n n a n t suspects , as l o w as P e n s y l v a n i a , 

w h e r e i t is c a l l e d t h e G r o u n d H o g . 

VAR. ? 

A variety of this is found in some parts of Ame­

r i c a , w i t h t h e u n d e r p a r t s s l i g h t l y t i n g e d w i t h 

y e l l o w . I t is m e n t i o n e d b y B r i s s o n u n d e r t h e t i t l e 

o f Meles supra alba, infra ex albo Jlavicans. 

I N D I A N B A D G E R . 

Ursus Indicus. U. supra albus, infra niger. 
B. white above, black beneath. 
Indian Badger. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 16. 

MR. PENNANT is the first and only describer 

o f t h i s species, w h i c h was b r o u g h t f r o m I n d i a , 

a n d was i n t h e possession o f t h e l a t e M r . J o h n 

H u n t e r . I t s l e n g t h f r o m nose t o t a i l was a b o u t 

t w o f e e t , o f t h e t a i l f o u r i n c h e s . I t h a d five 

toes o n e a c h f o o t ; t h e i n n e r s m a l l ; t h e c l a w s v e r y 

l o n g a n d s t r a i t . T h e h e a d was s m a l l ; t h e n o s e 

p o i n t e d ; t h e r e was sca rce a n y a p p e a r a n c e o f e x -
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t e r n a l ea r s , o n l y a s m a l l p r o m i n e n t r i m r o u n d t h e 

o r i f i c e , w h i c h w a s o v a l : t h e c o l o u r o f t h e n o s e , 

a n d f a c e a l i t t l e b e y o n d t h e eyes , b l a c k : t h e 

c r o w n , u p p e r p a r t o f t h e n e c k , b a c k , a n d u p p e r 

p a r t o f t h e t a i l , w h i t e , a l i t t l e i n c l i n i n g t o g r e y ­

i s h : t h e l e g s , t h i g h s , b r e a s t , b e l l y , s ides , a n d u n ­

d e r p a r t o f t h e t a i l , b l a c k . I t f e d o n flesh, a n d 

was o f a l i v e l y a n d p l a y f u l d i s p o s i t i o n . 

I c a n n o t b u t o b s e r v e , t h a t t h e a b o v e spec ies 

seems e x t r e m e l y n e a r l y a l l i e d t o o n e o r t w o a n i ­

m a l s o f t h e g e n u s V i v e r r a ; r e s e m b l i n g t h e m i n 

size a n d c o l o u r , v i z . t h e R a t e l ( V i v e r r a M e l l i -

v o r a ) a n d t h e C a p e W e e s e l ( V i v e r r a C a p e n s i s ) . 

I t m a y e v e n b e d o u b t e d w h e t h e r V i v e r r a ? j u s t 

m e n t i o n e d m a y n o t i n r e a l i t y c o n s t i t u t e o n e a n d 

t h e s a m e species . 
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D I D E L P H I S . O P O S S U M . 

Generic Character. 

Denies Primores m i n u t i , r o -

tundati . 

Superiores decern, intermediis 
duobus longioribus. 

Inferiores octo, intermediis 
duobus latioribus brevissi-
mus-

Laniarii longi . 
Mo/ares denticulati. 
Lingua papillis ciliata. 
Folliculus (plerisque) abdomi-

nalis mammarum. 

Front-teeth small, rounded. 

Superior ten, the two middle 
ones longer. 

Inferior eight, the t w o m i d ­
dle ones broader and very 
short. 

Canine-teeth long. 
Grinders denticulated. 
Tongue ciliated w i t h papillae. 
Abdominal pouch ( in most spe­

cies) containing the teats. 

T H E a n i m a l s o f t h i s h i g h l y s i n g u l a r g e n u s f i r s t 

b e c a m e k n o w n t o n a t u r a l i s t s o n t h e d i s c o v e r y o f 

t h e W e s t e r n C o n t i n e n t , a n d m o s t j u s t l y e x c i t e d 

t h e a d m i r a t i o n o f t h e p h i l o s o p h i c w o r l d , b y t h e 

s t r a n g e , a n d , t i l l t h e n , u n h e a r d - o f c o n t r i v a n c e o f 

N a t u r e f o r t h e p r o t e c t i o n a n d p r e s e r v a t i o n o f t h e 

y o u n g ; w h i c h , i n s t e a d o f b e i n g e x p o s e d , l i k e 

o t h e r a n i m a l s , d u r i n g t h e i r s t a t e o f he lp les s i m ­

b e c i l i t y t o t h e casua l t i e s i n c i d e n t t o t h a t p e r i o d , 

w e r e s e c u r e l y c o n c e a l e d i n a p o u c h o r r e c e p t a c l e 

s i t u a t e d u n d e r t h e b o d y o f t h e p a r e n t . 
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T h e O p o s s u m s w e r e l o n g s u p p o s e d t o b e p e ­

c u l i a r t o A m e r i c a ; b u t l a t e r d i s c o v e r i e s h a v e 

e v i n c e d t h a t s e v e r a l spec ies , u n k n o w n t o A m e ­

r i c a , e x i s t i n o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e g l o b e . I t is n e ­

cessa ry t o o b s e r v e , t h a t a d e g r e e o f c o n f u s i o n s t i l l 

p r e v a i l s a m o n g a u t h o r s , r e l a t i v e t o t h e s y n o n y m s 

o f t h e d i f f e r e n t spec ies . 

V I R G I N I A N OPOSSUM. 

Didelphis Virginiana. D. subcinereo-jiavescens, cauda nuda, au­
riculis rotundatis nudis nigris, margine albis. 

Yellowish-grey naked-tailed Opossum, wi th black, naked, 
rounded ears edged wi th white. 

D . Marsupialis ? Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 71 . 
D . Opossum? Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 105. 
Opossum. Phil. Trans, abr. 2. p. 884. pi. 13. 
Virginian Opossum. Museum Leverianum, vol. 1. p. 24.pl. 6. 

THIS, which seems to have been the species 

first d i s c o v e r e d i n A m e r i c a , is n o t m u c h i n f e r i o r 

i n s ize t o a C a t , b u t is o f a t h i c k e r f o r m , o w i n g 

t o t h e l e n g t h a n d u p r i g h t g r o w t h o f t h e f u r . 

T h e g e n e r a l m e a s u r e seems t o b e a b o u t o n e f o o t 

f o u r i n c h e s f r o m t h e n o s e t o t h e t a i l , w h i c h is 

c o m m o n l y a b o u t a f o o t o r t h i r t e e n i n c h e s l o n g * , 

I t is a n a n i m a l o f a n i n e l e g a n t a s p e c t ; h a v i n g a 

l o n g , s h a r p e n e d f a c e , a n d v e r y w i d e m o u t h , 

* Mr. Pennant, in his last edition of the History of Quadrupeds, 
says, about twenty inches f rom the tip of the nose to the base of 
the t a i l : of the tail thirteen inches. 

v . 1. p . 11 . 3 1 
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a r m e d w i t h v e r y n u m e r o u s s h a r p t e e t h : t h e ears 

a re t h i n , n a k e d , b l a c k i s h , r o u n d , a n d e d g e d w i t h 

a b o r d e r o f w h i t e : t h e l egs a re s h o r t : t h e f e e t 

a r m e d w i t h s h a r p c l aws , b u t t h e i n t e r i o r toes o r 

t h u m b s o f t h e h i n d f e e t a re f l a t a n d r o u n d e d , a n d 

h a v e n a i l s l i k e t hose o f t h e M o n k e y t r i b e : t h e 

t a i l is b l a c k i s h a t i t s o r i g i n , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h 

l o n g i s h h a i r , b u t f r o m t h a t p a r t t o t h e e n d is 

n a k e d , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h a s c a l y s k i n , t h e d i v i ­

s ions o f w h i c h a r e m a r k e d i n s u c h a m a n n e r as 

t o g i v e t h e t a i l v e r y m u c h t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a 

w h i t i s h s n a k e : i t is s t r o n g l y p r e h e n s i l e , o r pos­

sessed o f t h e p o w e r o f c o i l i n g , l i k e t h o s e o f se­

v e r a l M o n k i e s , r o u n d a n y o b j e c t f r o m w h i c h t h e 

a n i m a l pleases t o s u s p e n d i t s e l f . I t s g e n e r a l c o ­

l o u r is a c l i n g y y e l l o w i s h w h i t e ; t h e l egs b l a c k ­

i s h ; t h e t a i l , as b e f o r e o b s e r v e d , b l a c k i s h , a n d 

f u r r e d t o s o m e l i t t l e d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e base, 

a n d f r o m t h e n c e t o t h e t i p n a k e d : t h e b e l l y 

is w h i t e ; a n d i t s l o w e r p a r t , i n t h e f e m a l e , is 

f u r n i s h e d w i t h a l a r g e c a v i t y o r r e c e p t a c l e , w h i c h 

c a n be o p e n e d a n d c l o s e d a t p l e a s u r e : i n t h i s a re 

s i t u a t e d t h e t e a t s ; a n d i n i t t h e y o u n g , i m m e ­

d i a t e l y a f t e r b i r t h , a r e e i t h e r p l a c e d b y t h e pa ­

r e n t a n i m a l , o r i n t r o d u c e t h e m s e l v e s ; f o r t h i s 

is o n e o f t h o s e p a r t i c u l a r s i n n a t u r a l h i s t o r y 

w h i c h h i t h e r t o seems t o h a v e e l u d e d i n v e s t i f f a -

t i o n : i t i s , h o w e v e r , m o r e t h a n p r o b a b l e , t h a t 

t h e p a r e n t h e r s e l f p laces t h e m t h e r e ; s i n c e , e v e n 

l o n g a f t e r t h e i r r e s i d e n c e i n i t , t h e y a re v o i d o f 

h a i r , a n d r e s e m b l e foetuses o r e m b r y o s , s t r o n g l y 

a d h e r i n g t o t h e t ea t s . W h e n t h e y h a v e a t t a i n -
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e d s u f f i c i e n t g r o w t h a n d s t r e n g t h , t h e y e m e r g e , 

a f t e r w h i c h t h e y o c c a s i o n a l l y t a k e r e f u g e i n t h e 

s a m e r e c e p t a c l e o n t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a n y d a n ­

g e r , a n d a r e c a r r i e d a b o u t b y t h e p a r e n t . T h i s 

i s t h e p r a c t i c e w i t h m o s t o f t h e O p o s s u m t r i b e ; 

b u t t h e r e a r e t w o spec ies w h i c h h a v e n o v e n t r a l 

p o u c h f o r t h e r e c e p t i o n o f t h e i r y o u n g , b u t a k i n d 

o f d e p r e s s i o n o r f u r r o w i n i t s s t e a d . 

W h e n i m p o r t e d i n t o E u r o p e ( a t l e a s t i n t o o u r 

o w n i s l a n d ) , t h e O p o s s u m s h a v e n e v e r b e e n 

k n o w n t o b r e e d ; t h e l a t e M r . J o h n H u n t e r h a v i n g 

f r e q u e n t l y p r o c u r e d s e v e r a l f o r t h i s p u r p o s e , b u t 

c o u l d b y n o m e a n s s u c c e e d i n h i s e n d e a v o u r s t o 

a s c e r t a i n t h e p a r t i c u l a r s o f t h e i r h i s t o r y i n t h i s 

r e s p e c t . T h e K a n g u r o o , h o w e v e r , w h i c h is a n 

e x a m p l e o f a s i m i l a r c o n t r i v a n c e o f N a t u r e , has 

a f f o r d e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f i l l u s t r a t i n g t h e s u b j e c t 

m o r e s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 

T h e V i r g i n i a n O p o s s u m , l i k e a l l t h e o t h e r A m e ­

r i c a n spec ies , is a c a r n i v o r o u s a n i m a l , a n d p r e y s 

o n p o u l t r y , s m a l l b i r d s , & c . i n t h e m a n n e r o f t h e 

E u r o p e a n P o l e c a t : i t is a lso f r u g i v o r o u s , e a t i n g 

s e v e r a l k i n d s o f r o o t s , f r u i t s , & c . I t is o f a g e n ­

t l e d i s p o s i t i o n , a n d m a y e a s i l y be t a m e d ; b u t , l i k e 

s o m e o t h e r species , i t has a d i s a g r e e a b l e s m e l l : 

i t s v o i c e is a s o r t o f g r u n t i n g s q u e a k : i t s p a c e i n 

r u n n i n g is n o t s w i f t , b u t i t is v e r y e x p e r t i n 

c l i m b i n g t rees , a n d r e a d i l y passes, b y m e a n s o f 

i t s c l i n g i n g t a i l , f r o m b o u g h t o b o u g h , i n t h e 

m a n n e r o f a M o n k e y . T h e f e m a l e p r o d u c e s 

f o u r o r f i v e a t a b i r t h , a n d has t h e p o w e r o f 
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c l o s i n g t h e p o u c h so s t r o n g l y as t o m a k e i t e x ­

t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t t o o p e n i t b y t h e h a n d ; n o r w i l l 

a n y t o r t u r e c o m p e l t h e a n i m a l t o l o o s e n i t . T h i s 

p o w e r o f s t r o n g l y c l o s i n g t h e p o u c h is p e r f o r m e d 

b y c e r t a i n bones a n d m u s c l e s w h i c h N a t u r e has 

p r o v i d e d f o r t h a t p u r p o s e . T h e s e w e r e o b s e r v e d 

a n d d e s c r i b e d b y t h e c e l e b r a t e d C o w p e r , i n t h e las t 

c e n t u r y , as also b y D r . T y s o n . T h e f e m a l e , w h e n 

r e a d y t o p r o d u c e h e r y o u n g , is s a i d t o m a k e he r ­

s e l f a ne s t o f d r y grass , i n s o m e b u s h , n e a r t h e 

r o o t o f a t r e e . 
A v a r i e t y o f t h i s species is s o m e t i m e s seen, i n 

w h i c h t h e b a c k is o f a deep b r o w n . T h i s is t h e 

Didelphis Molucca o f G m e l i n s e d i t i o n o f t h e Sys-

t e m a N a t u r a e o f L i n n a e u s . 

M O L U C C A OPOSSUM. 

Didelphis Marsupialis. D.fusca, cauda nuda. 
Brown O. with naked tail. 
D . mammis octo intra abdomen. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 105. 
Philander Amboinensis atro-spadiceus in dorso, in ventre ex al­

bido cinereo-flavicans, maculis supra oculos obscure fuscis. 
Briss. Quadr. 201. 

Philander Orientalis foem. Seb. mus. 1. p. 61. t. 38./. 1. 
Molucca Opossum. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 20. 
Sarigue, ou l'Opossum. Buff. 10. p. 279. pi. 45, 46. 

THIS, which is a larger species than the for­

m e r , seems t o h a v e b e e n first d e s c r i b e d a n d figured 

b y Seba, i n h i s w o r k i n t i t u l e d T h e s a u r u s R e r u m 

N a t u r a l i u m . I t is o f a t h i n n e r o r m o r e s l e n d e r 
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h a b i t t h a n t h e V i r g i n i a n O p o s s u m , w i t h t h e s n o u t 

l o n g e r a n d t h e m o u t h w i d e r i n p r o p o r t i o n . T h e 

C o u n t d e B u f f o n , h o w e v e r , c o n s i d e r e d i t as t h e 

s a m e spec ies , a n d accuse s S e b a o f n e g l i g e n c e o r 

i g n o r a n c e i n r e p r e s e n t i n g i t as a n a t i v e o f t h e 

E a s t I n d i e s ; c o n t e n d i n g t h a t a l l t h e a n i m a l s o f 

t h i s g e n u s a r e n a t i v e s o f t h e N e w W o r l d . S u b ­

s e q u e n t d i s c o v e r i e s , h o w e v e r , h a v e a m p l y j u s t i f i e d 

Seba's a c c o u n t o f i t s r e s i d e n c e , s p e c i m e n s h a v i n g 

b e e n f r e q u e n t l y i m p o r t e d f r o m t h e I n d i a n i s l a n d s , 

& c . I t s c o l o u r is a m o d e r a t e l y d e e p b r o w n , 

p a l e r b e n e a t h ; t h e ears m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e , a n d 

s o m e w h a t l o n g e r i n p r o p o r t i o n t h a n i n t h e V i r ­

g i n i a n O p o s s u m , o r n o t o f so r o u n d e d a f o r m : 

t h e t a i l n e a r l y s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f t h e V i r g i n i a n : b u t 

t h e s u p e r i o r s ize , a n d t h i n n e r f o r m b o t h o f b o d y 

a n d l i m b s , t o g e t h e r w i t h i t s m u c h d a r k e r c o l o u r , 

s u f f i c i e n t l y d i s t i n g u i s h i t , e v e n a t f i r s t s i g h t , f r o m 

t h e f o r m e r spec ies . I t is f o u n d i n g r e a t p l e n t y 

i n A r o e a n d S o l o r , a n d is k n o w n i n s o m e p a r t s o f 

t h e E a s t I n d i e s b y t h e n a m e o f P e l a n d e r A r o e , o r 

t h e A r o e R a b b e t . I t a l so o c c u r s i n t h e h o t t e r 

p a r t s o f S o u t h A m e r i c a , a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y a t S u r i ­

n a m . I t is r e c k o n e d a d e l i c a t e f o o d , a n d is s a i d 

t o b e o f t e n seen a t t h e t a b l e s o f t h e g r e a t i n I n ­

d i a , w h e r e i t is r e a r e d w i t h R a b b e t s . 

VAR. 

Philander maximus orientalis. Seba i.p. 64. t. 39. 

A s u p p o s e d v a r i e t y o f t h e a b o v e , b u t , p e r h a p s , 

a d i s t i n c t spec ies , i s d e s c r i b e d a n d f i g u r e d b y 
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Seba. I t is s t i l l l a r g e r t h a n t h e p r e c e d i n g a n i ­

m a l , a n d appears t o h a v e b r o a d e r ears, a n d a 

l o n g e r a n d m o r e s l e n d e r t a i l . I t s c o l o u r is d a r k e r , 

i t s f u r h a r s h e r o r coarser , a n d o v e r e a c h eye is 

a d u s k y spot . I t f eeds , a c c o r d i n g t o Seba, o n 

f r u i t s , a n d is a n a t i v e o f A m b o i n a . T h e i n d i ­

v i d u a l r e p r e s e n t e d b y Seba was a f e m a l e . 

M r . P e n n a n t v e r y p r o p e r l y observes , t h a t t h e 

C o u n t de B u f f o n seems t o h a v e b e e n u n a c q u a i n t e d 

w i t h t h e V i r g i n i a n O p o s s u m , a n d has f i g u r e d t h e 

I n d i a n O p o s s u m o r D . m a r s u p i a l i s , i m a g i n i n g i t t o 

h a v e been t h e V i r g i n i a n spec ies ; t o w h i c h h i s ac­

c o u n t o f i t s m a n n e r s , a n d t h e s y n o n y m s w h i c h h e 

has c o l l e c t e d , r e f e r . I t m a y b e p r o p e r t o o b s e r v e 

h e r e t h a t g r e a t a m b i g u i t y a n d c o n f u s i o n seems s t i l l 

t o p r e v a i l a m o n g w r i t e r s o n n a t u r a l h i s t o r y w i t h 

r e spec t t o t h e d i f f e r e n t species o f O p o s s u m s . 

M E X I C A N OPOSSUM. 

Didelphis Cayopollin. D. cauda corpore longiore, marsupio nullo, 
orbitarum margine nigro. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 106. 

Brown Opossum, with tail longer than the body, and the eyes 
surrounded with a blackish border. 

Mus Africanus Cayopollindictus. Seb. mus. i .p. 49. t. 31 . f . 3.? 
Cayopollin. Buff. 10. p. 350. pi. 55. 
Mexican Opossum. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 24. 

THE Cayopollin or Mexican Opossum has large 

a n g u l a r , n a k e d , t r a n s p a r e n t ears, t h i c k i s h s n o u t , 

a n d l a r g e w h i s k e r s . I t s c o l o u r a b o v e is a b r o w n ­

i s h o r t a w n y a s h - c o l o u r , p a l e g r e y o r w h i t i s h b e ­

n e a t h : t h e f a c e is also w h i t i s h , w i t h a d a r k l i n e 
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d o w n t h e m i d d l e , a n d a b l a c k i s h o r b r o w n b o r d e r 

r o u n d t h e eyes , as i n s o m e o t h e r s p e c i e s : t h e l e g s 

a r e d u s k y , a n d t h e c l a w s w h i t e . T h e m e a s u r e o f 

t h e a n i m a l f r o m n o s e t o t a i l is n i n e i n c h e s , a n d o f 

t h e t a i l t h e s a m e , w h i c h is s p o t t e d w i t h b r o w n 

a n d w h i t e , a n d is c o a t e d w i t h h a i r t o t h e d i s t a n c e 

o f a b o u t a n i n c h f r o m t h e base , t h e r e m a i n d e r 

b e i n g n a k e d . T h e m e a s u r e s o f t h i s spec ies , as 

g i v e n b y M r . S c h r e b e r , a re s o m e w h a t d i f f e r e n t . 

H e says t h e l e n g t h o f t h e a n i m a l is s o m e w h a t 

m o r e t h a n s e v e n i n c h e s , a n d o f t h e t a i l m o r e t h a n 

e l e v e n . I t is a n a t i v e o f t h e m o u n t a i n s o f M e x i c o , 

w h e r e i t l i v e s a m o n g t r e e s . 

S H O R T - T A I L E D O P O S S U M . 

Didelphis Brachyura. D. cauda pilosa et auriculis calvis brevis-
simis, marsupio nullo, corpore rufo. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. 
p. 108. Schreb. saeughth. p. 548. t. tot. 

Mus sylvestris Americana foemina. Seb. mus. 1. ^ . 5 0 . f. 3 1 . 
f . 6 . 

Short-tailed Opossum. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 26. 

THIS is one of the smaller species; and is said 

s e l d o m t o e x c e e d t h e l e n g t h o f f i v e i n c h e s f r o m 

n o s e t o t a i l ; a n d i n g e n e r a l t o be s o m e w h a t 

s m a l l e r t h a n t h i s ; a n d t h e t a i l s c a r c e e x c e e d s t h e 

l e n g t h o f t w o i n c h e s . I t s c o l o u r is a r e d d i s h 

b r o w n , o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s , a n d w h i t i s h b e n e a t h ; 

i t is d e s t i t u t e o f a n a b d o m i n a l p o u c h ; t h e y o u n g -

f a s t e n i n g t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e t e a t s . T h e f u r o f t h i s 

a n i m a l i s v e r y s o f t a n d e l e g a n t ; t h e t a i l is v e r y t h i c k 
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a t t h e base, a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s t o t h e e n d . I t 

is a n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 

J A V A N OPOSSUM. 

Didelphis Brunii. D. cauda brevi calva, pedibus posticis longiori-
bus tridactylis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 109. 

O. with short naked tail , and long tridactylous hind feet. 
Filander. Le Brun. voy. p. 34j.f. 213. 
Javan Opossum. Pennant Quadr. 22. 

THIS species was first discovered by Le Bruyn 

t h e t r a v e l l e r , w h o h a d a n o p p o r t u n i t y o f c o n ­

t e m p l a t i n g i t i n t h e i s l a n d o f J a v a . T h e h e a d is 

n a r r o w a n d f o x - l i k e : t h e ears u p r i g h t : t h e g e n e ­

r a l c o l o u r o f t h e a n i m a l is a pa l e y e l l o w i s h b r o w n , 

w i t h a b r o w n s t r i p e u p t h e f o r e h e a d : i n t h e u p p e r 

j a w a re s i x c u t t i n g t e e t h : i n t h e l o w e r o n l y t w o , 

w h i c h a re f o r m e d l i k e t h o s e o f a S q u i r r e l . L e 

B r u y n ' s f i g u r e r e p r e s e n t s i t s i t t i n g u p i n a pos­

t u r e s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f a J e r b o a , o r t h e K a n g u r o o ; 

t o w h i c h l a t t e r , i n d e e d , i t is a l l i e d i n t h e r e m a r k ­

a b l e p a r t i c u l a r i t y o f t h e t w o e x t e r i o r toes o f t h e 

h i n d f e e t b e i n g i n c l o s e d u n d e r a c o m m o n s k i n , 

as w e l l as i n i t s l e a p i n g p a c e , a n d t h e g e n e r a l f o r m 

o f t h e h i n d legs a n d f e e t ; t h e f o r e f e e t h a v e f i v e 

t o e s : t h e a b d o m i n a l p o u c h is l a r g e , a n d i n i t a re 

p r e s e r v e d t h e y o u n g , w h i c h L e B r u y n o b s e r v e d 

p e e p i n g o u t a t i n t e r v a l s . I t is s a i d t o b e a b o u t 

t h e size o f a h a r e . 
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P H A L A N G E R . 

Didelphis Orientalis. D. cauda ad medium fere pilosa, corporis 
longitudine,folliculo ahdominali, plantarum digitis duobus inter­
mediis coadunatis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 108. 

Ferruginous O. whitish beneath, wi th blackish dorsal line, tail 
of the length of the body, and hairy almost to the middle, 
and the two middle toes of the hind feet united. 

Phalanger. B u f f . 
Phalanger. Pennant Quadr. 2.p. 27. 

THE Phalanger is of the size of a very large 

r a t , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t n i n e i n c h e s f r o m n o s e t o 

t a i l , a n d t h e t a i l m e a s u r e s t e n i n c h e s . I t is a n a ­

t i v e o f t h e M o l u c c a i s l a n d s , a n d is s u p p o s e d t o 

b e u n k n o w n i n A m e r i c a , t h o u g h t h e C o u n t d e 

B u f f o n i n f o r m s us , t h a t t h e s p e c i m e n s w h i c h h e 

e x a m i n e d w e r e t r a n s m i t t e d t o h i m u n d e r t h e 

n a m e o f R a t s o f S u r i n a m . T h e c o l o u r o f t h e 

P h a l a n g e r is r u f o u s g r e y o n t h e u p p e r p a r t , a n d 

y e l l o w i s h w h i t e b e n e a t h , a n d a l o n g t h e t o p o f t h e 

h e a d a n d t h e b a c k r u n s a b l a c k i s h l i n e : t h e t a i l 

is h a i r y f o r a b o u t t w o i n c h e s a n d a h a l f f r o m t h e 

base , a n d t h e r e m a i n d e r is n a k e d . I t s v o i c e is 

s a i d t o r e s e m b l e t h a t o f a s q u i r r e l , a n d i t o f t e n 

assumes t h e a t t i t u d e o f a s q u i r r e l w h e n f e e d i n g . 

T h e m u z z l e is r a t h e r t h i c k : t h e ears s h o r t , a n d 

c o v e r e d w i t h h a i r : i n t h e u p p e r j a w a re e i g h t 

c u t t i n g t e e t h , a n d t w o i n t h e l o w e r . 
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C A Y E N N E OPOSSUM. 

Didelphis Cancrivora. D. cauda squamosa fere calva corpus 
prope cequante, plantarum ungue pollicari piano. Lin. Syst. 
Nat. Gmel. p. 108. 

O. with nearly naked scaly tail almost the length of the body, 
and the nail of the thumbs flat. 

Crabier. B u f f , suppl. 3. p. 272. pi, 54. 

THIS species was first described by the Count 

d e B u f f o n . I t is a n a t i v e o f C a y e n n e , a n d is s a i d 

t o b e a v e r y a c t i v e a n i m a l , l i v i n g o n t rees b y d a y , 

a n d b y n i g h t d e s c e n d i n g i n t o m a r s h y p laces i n 

o r d e r t o p r e y o n c rabs , w h i c h i t d r a w s o u t o f 

t h e i r ho le s b y i t s f e e t , a n d s o m e t i m e s b y i t s t a i l . 

I t s c o l o u r a b o v e is a r e d d i s h t a w n y , a n d b e l o w 

y e l l o w i s h : t h e f u r is s o m e w h a t w o o l l y , b u t bese t 

w i t h m u c h coa r se r o r m o r e b r i s t l y e x t e r n a l h a i r s , 

e s p e c i a l l y a l o n g t h e b a c k , w h e r e t h e y a l m o s t f o r m 

a k i n d o f d u s k y m a n e : t h e f o r e f e e t h a v e n a i l s , 

t h e h i n d f e e t c l aws , e x c e p t t h e t h u m b s o r i n t e r i o r 

toes , w h i c h h a v e n a i l s : t h e f a c e is l o n g a n d s l e n ­

d e r ; t h e ears u p r i g h t , s h o r t , a n d p o i n t e d : t h e 

t a i l v e r y l o n g , t a p e r , a n d n a k e d . T h e l e n g t h o f 

t h a t d e s c r i b e d b y B u f f o n ( w h i c h was b u t y o u n g ) 

was s e v e n t e e n i n c h e s , a n d o f t h e t a i l fifteen. 
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P H I L A N D E R . 

Didelphis Philander. D. cauda basi pilosa, mammis quaternis. 
O. wi th the tail hairy at the base, and wi th four teats in the ab­

dominal pouch. 
D. cauda bisi pilosa, auriculis pendulis, mammis quaternis. Lin. 

Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 72. 
Der Faras ( D . Philander). Sckreb. saeughth. 1. p. 541. t. 147. 
Tlaquatzin. Seb. mus. 1. p. 37. t. 36./. 4. 

THE Philander is about the size of a large 

r a t : t h e h e a d is l a r g e , t h e s n o u t t h i c k , a n d t h e 

ears r o u n d e d a n d u p r i g h t , t h o u g h i n Seba's f i g u r e , 

as w e l l as i n t h e L i n n a e a n d e s c r i p t i o n , t h e y a r e 

s a i d t o b e p e n d u l o u s : t h e a b d o m i n a l p o u c h c o n ­

t a i n s t w o l a r g e m a m m a e , e a c h f u r n i s h e d w i t h t w o 

t ea t s . Seba, i n h i s f i g u r e , r e p r e s e n t s t he se p a r t s 

d i s t i n c t l y , b u t w i t h o u t a n y a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e 

p o u c h , a n d e x p r e s s l y a f f i r m s i n t h e d e s c r i p t i o n , 

t h a t t h i s spec ies is n o t f u r n i s h e d w i t h o n e ; b u t 

M r . S c h r e b e r seems p e r f e c t l y c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h i s 

m u s t h a v e b e e n m e r e l y o w i n g t o a n e r r o r o r o v e r ­

s i g h t i n t h e c o n d u c t b o t h o f t h e f i g u r e a n d d e ­

s c r i p t i o n , a n d a f f i r m s t h a t t h e p o u c h o r r e c e p t a c l e 

r e a l l y e x i s t s i n t h i s spec ies . T h e t a i l is l o n g e r 

t h a n t h e b o d y , a n d is h a i r y f o r s o m e l i t t l e d i s ­

t a n c e f r o m t h e base, t h e r e m a i n d e r b e i n g n a k e d , 

a n d t o w a r d s t h e e n d p r e h e n s i l e . T h e l e n g t h o f 

t h e b o d y is n i n e i n c h e s , a n d o f t h e t a i l t h i r t e e n . 

T h e P h i l a n d e r is o f a r e d d i s h b r o w n a b o v e , a n d 

w h i t i s h b e n e a t h : t h e eyes a r e s u r r o u n d e d w i t h a 

b r o w n i s h b o r d e r ; t h e m o u t h o n e a c h s i d e is bese t 

w i t h v e r y l o n g v ibr i ssas o r w h i s k e r s ; d o w n t h e 
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f o r e h e a d r u n s a b r o w n i s h s t r i p e : t h e t h u m b s o n 

t h e h i n d f e e t a re r o u n d e d , as i n m o s t o t h e r s o f 

t h i s g e n u s . 

I t has t e n u p p e r f o r e t e e t h , o f w h i c h t h e m i d ­

d l e ones a re r a t h e r l o n g e r t h a n t h e r e s t ; a n d 

e i g h t l o w e r f o r e t e e t h , t h e m i d d l e ones r a t h e r 

l o n g e s t , a n d s t a n d i n g d i s t a n t . I t is a n a t i v e o f 

S u r i n a m , a n d , i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , o f s e v e r a l o t h e r 

pa r t s o f S o u t h A m e r i c a . 

M U R I N E O P O S S U M . 

Didelphis Murina. D. cauda semipilosa, mammis senis. Lin. 
Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 107. 

O. with tail half naked, and six teats. 
Marmose. B u f f . 10. p. 335. pi. 52, 53. 
Murine Opossum. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 23. 

THIS is one of the smaller Opossums, measur­

i n g a b o u t s i x o r e i g h t i n c h e s f r o m nose t o t a i l , 

w h i c h is n e a r l y o f s i m i l a r l e n g t h . I t is o f a 

s o m e w h a t s l e n d e r f o r m , w i t h a l o n g a n d s h a r p i s h 

s n o u t a n d a w i d e m o u t h : t h e ears a re l a r g e a n d 

r o u n d e d , a n d t h e t a i l n a k e d , o r s c a l y i t s w h o l e 

l e n g t h , b u t c o a t e d w i t h s t r a g g l i n g h a i r s f o r a b o u t 

t w o i n c h e s f r o m t h e base, o r e v e n m u c h less. 

T h i s species has n o v e n t r a l p o u c h , b u t o n e a c h 

s ide t h e l o w e r p a r t o f t h e a b d o m e n is a l o n g i t u ­

d i n a l f u r r o w o r f o l d , i n t h e c a v i t y o f w h i c h t h e 

t ea t s a re s i t u a t e d . T h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r o f t h e 

M u r i n e O p o s s u m is a k i n d o f t a w n y b r o w n a b o v e , 

a n d w h i t i s h b e n e a t h : t h e eyes a r e e n c i r c l e d w i t h 
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b l a c k : i n i t s g e n e r a l m o d e o f l i f e i t r e s e m b l e s 

o t h e r s o f t h i s g e n u s : i t p r o d u c e s t e n o r m o r e 

y o u n g a t a b i r t h , w h i c h i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r w a r d s 

a f f i x t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e t e a t s , a n d r e m a i n t h e r e t i l l 

t h e y a t t a i n t h e i r p r o p e r g r o w t h a n d s t r e n g t h . I t 

is a n a t i v e o f S o u t h A m e r i c a , a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y o f 

S u r i n a m . 

T h e f e e t i n t h i s spec ies a r e a l l f u r n i s h e d w i t h 

s h a r p c l a w s , e x c e p t o n t h e t h u m b s o r g r e a t toes 

o f t h e h i n d f e e t , w h i c h h a v e r o u n d e d n a i l s . I t 

is i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t h a t i t seems c h i e f l y t o d i f f e r 

f r o m t h e f o l l o w i n g species , o r M e r i a n O p o s s u m . 

M E R I A N OPOSSUM. 

Didelphis Dorsigera. D. cauda basi pilosa, corpore longiore, 
digitis manuum muticis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 107. 

Pouchless O. w i th naked tail , hairy at the base, and the fore feet 
without claws. 

Gepus gliris sylvestris. Merian Sarin, p. 66. t. 66. 
Mus seu sorex sylvestris Americanus. Seb. 1. p. 48. t. 3 1 . f . 1, 2. 
Philandre de Surinam. B u f f . i j j . p. 157. 
Merian Opossum. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 2J. 

THIS species is so named from the celebrated 

M a d a m e M e r i a n , w h o has i n t r o d u c e d a f i g u r e o f 

i t i n t o h e r s p l e n d i d w o r k o n t h e I n s e c t s o f S u r i ­

n a m . M a d a m e M e r i a n s o w n a c c o u n t o f t h e a n i ­

m a l is as f o l l o w s : " B y w a y o f f i l l i n g u p a p l a t e I 

h a v e r e p r e s e n t e d a k i n d o f W o o d - R a t , w h i c h a l ­

w a y s c a r r i e s h e r y o u n g ones ( o f w h i c h t h e r e a r e 

c o m m o n l y f i v e o r s i x ) u p o n h e r b a c k : she is o f a 
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y e l l o w i s h b r o w n c o l o u r , a n d w h i t e b e n e a t h : w h e n 

these r a t s c o m e o u t o f t h e i r h o l e , e i t h e r t o p l a y 

o r t o seek t h e i r f o o d , t h e y r u n a b o u t w i t h t h e i r 

m o t h e r , b u t w h e n t h e y a re s a t i s f i e d w i t h f o o d , o r 

a re a p p r e h e n s i v e o f d a n g e r , t h e y c l i m b u p a g a i n 

o n t h e b a c k o f t h e m o t h e r , a n d t w i s t t h e i r t a i l s 

r o u n d t h a t o f t h e p a r e n t , w h o r u n s w i t h t h e m 

i n t o h e r h o l e a g a i n . " 

I t is necessa ry t o o b s e r v e , t h a t i n M a d a m e 

M e r i a n s figure t h e f e e t a re n o t a c c u r a t e l y r e p r e ­

sen t ed : t h i s is o b s e r v e d b y Seba, w h o assures us, 

t h a t t h e toes o n t h e f o r e f e e t a r e a l l f u r n i s h e d 

w i t h s m a l l r o u n d n a i l s , w h i l e t h o s e o n t h e h i n d 

f e e t h a v e s h a r p c l a w s , e x c e p t t h e t h u m b o r i n t e ­

r i o r t o e , w h i c h has a r o u n d e d n a i l , l i k e t h o s e o n 

t h e f o r e f ee t . I n c o l o u r t h i s species seems t o 

v a r y a l i t t l e , b e i n g e i t h e r o f a d e e p b r o w n a b o v e , 

a n d w h i t e b e n e a t h ; o r o f a y e l l o w i s h - b r o w n above , 

a n d y e l l o w i s h - w h i t e b e n e a t h . T h e eyes, as i n t h e 

f o r m e r species o r M u r i n e O p o s s u m , a re s u r r o u n d e d 

w i t h a d a r k e r o r b l a c k e r c o l o u r t h a n o n t h e r e s t 

o f t h e a n i m a l , a n d i n d e e d t h e r e seems t o b e s o m e 

reason f o r s u p p o s i n g t h a t t h i s a n d t h e M u r i n e 

O p o s s u m m a y be o n e a n d t h e s a m e species . T h e 

n u m b e r o f tea ts i n t h e D i d e l p h i s M u r i n a o f L i n . 

is s a id t o b e o n l y s i x ; M r . P e n n a n t , o n t h e c o n ­

t r a r y , assures us t h a t t h e y s o m e t i m e s a m o u n t t o 

t e n o r f o u r t e e n . T h e t ea t s o f t h e M e r i a n O p o s ­

s u m a re n o t p a r t i c u l a r i z e d b y i t s d e s c r i b e r s , b u t 

t h e n u m b e r o f y o u n g is s a id t o b e g e n e r a l l y five o r 

s ix . I n t h e L e v e r i a n M u s e u m is a n e l e g a n t spe­
c i m e n o f t h i s a n i m a l . 
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Didelphis Lemurina. D. cinerea, subtus fulvescens, cauda tereti 
villosa prehensili nigra. 

Cinereous Opossum, tawny beneath, wi th cylindric, black, furry , 
prehensile ta i l . 

W h a Tapoa Roo. Whites Journ. of a voyage to New South 
Wales, p. 278. 

Opossum f rom New South Wales. Bewick's Hist, of Quadr. 
p. 376. 

New Holland Bear. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 13. 

THIS is a large species, being equal in size to 

a C a t , b u t l o n g e r b o d i e d i n p r o p o r t i o n . I t s c o ­

l o u r is a f i n e b r o w n i s h o r i r o n - g r e y a b o v e , a n d 

p a l e y e l l o w i s h - b r o w n b e n e a t h ; i n s o m e s p e c i m e n s 

n e a r l y w h i t e : t h e s ides o f t h e n e c k a n d t h e f e e t 

h a v e a l so a t i n g e o f t h i s c o l o u r : t h e f u r o n t h e 

w h o l e a n i m a l is e x t r e m e l y t h i c k , r i c h , a n d s o f t , 

s c a r c e y i e l d i n g i n e l e g a n c e t o t h a t o f t h e P e t a u r u s 

o r G r e a t F l y i n g O p o s s u m : t h e m u z z l e is s h o r t a n d 

r o u n d i s h ; t h e w h i s k e r s l a r g e a n d b l a c k ; t h e ears 

u p r i g h t , l a r g e , a n d a l i t t l e i n c l i n i n g t o a p o i n t e d 

f o r m a t t h e t i p s : t h e eyes b r i g h t a n d r e d d i s h : t h e 

h i n d f e e t f u r n i s h e d w i t h a r o u n d e d i n t e r i o r t o e : 

t h e t a i l , w h i c h is t h i c k , l o n g , a n d v e r y f u r r y , is 

p r e h e n s i l e , a n d is o f t h e s a m e c o l o u r w i t h t h e 

b o d y f o r a b o u t a f o u r t h o f i t s l e n g t h ; t h e r e m a i n ­

d e r b e i n g b l a c k : i t is n a k e d b e n e a t h t o a g r e a t 

d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e t i p . T h e g e n e r a l l e n g t h o f t h e 

b o d y is a b o u t e i g h t e e n i n c h e s ; o f t h e t a i l a b o u t 

t w e l v e . L i v i n g s p e c i m e n s o f t h i s b e a u t i f u l a n i ­

m a l h a v e b e e n b r o u g h t i n t o E n g l a n d . I n t h e i r 
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m a n n e r o f l i f e t h e y r e s e m b l e t h e r e s t o f t h i s ge ­

n u s , f e e d i n g o n s m a l l b i r d s , v e g e t a b l e s , & c . I n 

f e e d i n g t h e y o f t e n s i t i n t h e m a n n e r o f a s q u i r r e l , 

h o l d i n g t h e i r f o o d i n t h e i r h a n d s . 

I n M r . W h i t e ' s J o u r n a l o f a V o y a g e t o N e w 

S o u t h W a l e s w e h a v e a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h i s species 

b y t h e l a t e M r . J o h n H u n t e r , c o n t a i n i n g s o m e 

r e m a r k s r e l a t i v e t o t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e t e e t h , 

w h i c h c a n n o t f a i l t o be i n t e r e s t i n g t o e v e r y ana ­

t o m i s t . 

" T h i s a n i m a l (says M r . H u n t e r ) is a b o u t t h e 

size o f a R a c c o o n , is o f a d a r k g r e y c o l o u r o n t h e 

b a c k , b e c o m i n g l i g h t e r o n t h e s ides, w h i c h t e r ­

m i n a t e s i n a r i c h b r o w n o n t h e b e l l y . T h e h a i r 

is o f t w o k i n d s , a l o n g h a i r , a n d a k i n d o f f u r , 

a n d e v e n t h e l o n g h a i r , a t t h e r o o t s , is o f t h e f u r 

k i n d . 

" T h e h e a d is s h o r t ; t h e eyes r a t h e r p r o m i ­

n e n t ; t h e ears b r o a d , n o t p e a k e d . 

" T h e t e e t h r e s e m b l e t h o s e o f a l l t h e a n i m a l s 

f r o m t h a t c o u n t r y I h a v e e v e r seen. 

" T h e i n c i s o r s a re n o t c o n t i n u e d i n t o t h e 

g r i n d e r s b y i n t e r m e d i a t e t e e t h , a l t h o u g h t h e r e 

a re t w o t e e t h i n t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e space i n t h e u p ­

p e r j a w , a n d o n e i n t h e l o w e r . T h e i n c i s o r s are 

s i m i l a r t o t hose o f t h e K a n g a r o o , a n d s i x i n n u m ­

b e r i n t h e u p p e r j a w , o p p o s e d b y t w o i n t h e 

l o w e r , w h i c h h a v e a n o b l i q u e s u r f a c e e x t e n d i n g 

s o m e d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e i r e d g e , so as t o i n c r e a s e 

t h e s u r f a c e o f c o n t a c t . 

" T h e r e a re t w o c u s p i d a t i o n e a c h s ide i n t h e 

u p p e r j a w , a n d o n l y o n e i n t h e l o w e r ; l i v e g r i n d e r s 
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o n e a c h s i d e o f e a c h j a w , t h e first r a t h e r p o i n t e d , 

t h e o t h e r s a p p e a r n e a r l y o f t h e s a m e size, a n d 

q u a d r a n g u l a r i n t h e i r s h a p e , w i t h a h o l l o w r u n n i n g 

a c r o s s t h e i r ba se f r o m t h e o u t s i d e t o t h e i n n e r , 

w h i c h is o f s o m e d e p t h ; a n d a n o t h e r w h i c h crosses 

i t , b u t n o t so d e e p , d i v i d i n g t h e s u r f a c e i n t o f o u r 

p o i n t s . 
i l O n t h e f o r e f o o t t h e r e a r e five toes , t h e i n n e r 

t h e s h o r t e s t , r e s e m b l i n g , i n a s l i g h t d e g r e e , a 

t h u m b . T h e h i n d f o o t r e s e m b l e s a h a n d , o r t h a t 

o f t h e M o n k e y a n d O p o s s u m , t h e g r e a t t o e h a v ­

i n g n o n a i l , a n d o p p o s i n g t h e w h o l e so le o f t h e 

f o o t , w h i c h is b a r e . T h e n a i l s o n t h e o t h e r t o e s , 

b o t h o f t h e f o r e a n d h i n d f o o t , r e s e m b l e , i n a s m a l l 

d e g r e e , t h o s e o f t h e C a t , b e i n g b r o a d a n d c o ­

v e r e d : a n d t h e l a s t b o n e o f t h e t o e has a p r o j e c ­

t i o n o n t h e u n d e r s i d e , a t t h e a r t i c u l a t i o n . E a c h 

n a i l h a s , i n s o m e d e g r e e , a s m a l l s h e a t h , c o v e r i n g 

i t s base w h e n d r a w n u p . T h e t a i l is l o n g , c o ­

v e r e d w i t h l o n g h a i r , e x c e p t o n t h e u n d e r s u r ­

f a c e o f t h a t h a l f t o w a r d s t h e t e r m i n a t i o n , o f t h e 

b r e a d t h o f h a l f a n i n c h , b e c o m i n g b r o a d e r n e a r 

t h e t i p o r t e r m i n a t i o n : t h i s s u r f a c e i s c o v e r e d 

w i t h a s t r o n g c u t i c l e , a n d is a d a p t e d f o r l a y i n g 

h o l d . " — W h i t e ' s Journal, p. 2 7 8 . 

v . I . P. I I . 3 2 
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Didelphis Obesula. D. subferruginea, subtus albescens, cauda 
longiuscula, pedibus anticis pentadactylis, ungue exteriore utrin-
que brevissimo, posticis tetradactylis, digitis interioribus unitis. 

Subferruginous Opossum, whitish beneath, with longish ta i l ; 
the fore feet pentadactylous, with very small exterior claws: 
the hind feet tetradactylous, with the two interior toes-united. 
Naturalist's Miscellany, No. 96. t. 298. 

A SPECIMEN of this is preserved in Mr. Hun­

te r ' s M u s e u m . I t is a b o u t t h e size o f a h a l f -

g r o w n d o m e s t i c r a t , a n d is r e m a r k a b l e f o r a t h i c k e r 

o r m o r e c o r p u l e n t h a b i t t h a n m o s t o t h e r s o f t h e 

genus . T h e h i n d legs a re c o n s i d e r a b l y l o n g e r 

t h a n t h e f o r e l egs , a n d h a v e i n m i n i a t u r e t h e 

f o r m o f t h o s e o f t h e K a n g a r o o a n d s o m e o t h e r 

A u s t r a l a s i a n q u a d r u p e d s ; t h o u g h t h e m i d d l e c l a w s 

a r e f a r less i n p r o p o r t i o n : t h e i n t e r i o r ones a re 

d o u b l e , o r b o t h c o v e r e d b y a c o m m o n s k i n . T h e 

c o l o u r o f t h i s species is a p a l e y e l l o w - b r o w n , p a l e r 

a n d i n c l i n i n g t o w h i t i s h b e n e a t h : a n d i t s h a i r is 

o f a coa r se r o r m o r e h a r s h a p p e a r a n c e t h a n i n t h e 

res t o f t h e s m a l l O p o s s u m s : t h e ears a re r o u n d ­

e d : t h e t a i l r a t h e r l o n g . W h e n v i e w e d i n a c u r ­

s o r y m a n n e r , t h e a n i m a l bea r s a d i s t a n t r e s e m ­

b l a n c e t o a p i g i n m i n i a t u r e . 
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Didelphis Viverrina. D. nigra, albo maculata, cauda villosa. 
Var. D.fusca, immaculata, cauda villosa. 
Black O. spotted wi th white, w i t h villose tai l . 
The Tapoa Tafa, or Tapha. White's Journ. p. 281, 285. 
Spotted Opossum ? Phillip's voy. to Bot. Bay, p. 147. 

THIS animal is remarkable for its slender form, 

a n d t h i s , t o g e t h e r w i t h i t s s h a r p e n e d v i s a g e a n d 

l o n g b r u s h y t a i l , g i v e s i t , a t f i r s t v i e w , t h e a p p e a r ­

a n c e o f o n e o f t h e W e e s e l t r i b e r a t h e r t h a n t h a t 

o f a n O p o s s u m . I t s g e n e r a l s ize seems t o b e 

t h a t o f a S t o a t , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t t e n i n c h e s f r o m 

n o s e t o t a i l ; a n d t h e t a i l i t s e l f a b o u t e i g h t 

i n c h e s . I t a p p e a r s , h o w e v e r , t o v a r y i n s ize , 

s i n c e d i f f e r e n t d e s c r i b e r s d i f f e r g r e a t l y i n t h e i r 

a c c o u n t s . I n t h e w o r k o f G o v e r n o r P h i l l i p 

( p u b l i s h e d b y M r . S t o c k d a l e i n t h e y e a r 1 7 8 9 ) , 

i t is s a i d t o m e a s u r e a b o u t f i f t e e n i n c h e s f r o m 

t h e n o s e t o t h e t a i l ; t h e t a i l m e a s u r i n g a b o u t t e n 

i n c h e s ; b u t , i n M r . W h i t e ' s p u b l i c a t i o n , t h e d e ­

s c r i p t i o n , b y M r . H u n t e r , s ta tes t h e a n i m a l t o 

b e a b o u t t h e s ize o f a r a t . T h e d i f f e r e n t a g e 

o f t h e s p e c i m e n s e x a m i n e d m a y a c c o u n t f o r 

t h e s e d i s c r e p a n c e s . T h e c o l o u r o f t h e w h o l e 

a n i m a l is a d e e p g l o s s y b l a c k , t h e w h o l e b o d y 

a n d o u t s i d e s o f t h e l i m b s b e i n g s p o t t e d w i t h 

p r e t t y n u m e r o u s l a r g e a n d s o m e w h a t i r r e g u l a r 

p a t c h e s o f w h i t e . I f , h o w e v e r , w e a d m i t M r . 

H u n t e r ' s i d e a o n t h i s s u b j e c t , t h e b l a c k a n d w h i t e 

a n i m a l j u s t d e s c r i b e d is o f t h e s a m e species 
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w i t h a b r o w n o n e o f t h e s ame size, a n d d i f f e r i n g 

o n l y i n c o l o u r . T h e b r o w n v a r i e t y is t h a t w h i c h 

M r . H u n t e r , i n t h e p u b l i c a t i o n b e f o r e r e f e r r e d 

t o , has v e r y a c c u r a t e l y d e s c r i b e d . 

« T h i s a n i m a l (says M r . H . ) is o f t h e size o f 

a r a t , a n d has v e r y m u c h t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e 

M a r t i n C a t , b u t h a r d l y so l o n g i n t h e b o d y i n 

p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s size. 

" T h e h e a d is f l a t f o r w a r d s , a n d b r o a d f r o m 

s ide t o s ide , e s p e c i a l l y b e t w e e n t h e eyes a n d ea r s ; 

t h e nose is p e a k e d , a n d p r o j e c t i n g b e y o n d t h e 

t e e t h , w h i c h m a k e s t h e u p p e r j a w a p p e a r t o be 

c o n s i d e r a b l y l o n g e r t h a n t h e l o w e r : t h e eyes are 

p r e t t y l a r g e ; t h e ears b r o a d , e s p e c i a l l y a t t h e i r 

base, n o t b e c o m i n g r e g u l a r l y n a r r o w e r t o a p o i n t , 

n o r w i t h a v e r y s m o o t h e d g e , a n d h a v i n g a 

s m a l l process o n t h e c o n c a v e , o r i n n e r s u r f a c e , 

n e a r t o t h e base. I t has l o n g w h i s k e r s f r o m 

t h e sides o f t h e c h e e k s , w h i c h b e g i n f o r w a r d s n e a r 

t h e nose , b y s m a l l a n d s h o r t h a i r s , a n d b e c o m e 

l o n g e r a n d s t r o n g e r as t h e y a p p r o a c h t h e eyes. 

I t has v e r y m u c h t h e a i r o f a r a t , t o w h i c h i t 

is s i m i l a r i n c o l o u r ; b u t n e a r t o t h e s e t t i n g o n o f 

t h e t a i l i t is o f a l i g h t e r b r o w n , f o r m i n g a b r o a d 

r i n g r o u n d i t . T h e f o r e f e e t a re s h o r t e r t h a n t h e 

h i n d , b u t m u c h i n t h e s ame p r o p o r t i o n as t h o s e 

o f t h e r a t ; t h e h i n d f e e t a re m o r e f l e x i b l e . T h e r e 

a re f i v e toes o n t h e f o r e f e e t , t h e m i d d l e t h e 

l a r g e s t , f a l l i n g o f f o n e a c h s ide n e a r l y e q u a l l y ; 

b u t t h e f o r e o r i n n e r t o e is r a t h e r s h o r t e s t : t h e y 

a re t h i n f r o m s ide t o s ide , t h e n a i l s a r e p r e t t y 

b r o a d l a t e r a l l y , a n d t h i n a t t h e i r ba se ; n o t v e r y 
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l o n g , b u t s h a r p . T h e a n i m a l w a l k s o n i t s w h o l e 

p a l m , o n w h i c h t h e r e is n o h a i r . T h e h i n d f e e t 

a r e p r e t t y l o n g , a n d h a v e five t o e s ; t h a t w h i c h 

a n s w e r s t o o u r g r e a t t o e is v e r y s h o r t , a n d has n o 

n a i t ; t h e n e x t is t h e l o n g e s t i n t h e w h o l e , f a l l i n g 

g r a d u a l l y o f f t o t h e o u t e r t o e ; t h e s h a p e o f t h e 

h i n d t oe s is t h e s a m e as i n t h e f o r e f e e t , as a r e 

l i k e w i s e t h e n a i l s : i t w a l k s n e a r l y o n t h e w h o l e 

f o o t . T h e t a i l is c o v e r e d w i t h l o n g h a i r , b u t n o t 

a l l o f t h e s a m e c o l o u r . 

" T h e t e e t h o f t h i s c r e a t u r e a r e d i f f e r e n t f r o m 

a n y o t h e r a n i m a l y e t k n o w n . T h e m o u t h is f u l l 

o f t e e t h . T h e l o w e r j a w n a r r o w i n c o m p a r i s o n 

t o t h e u p p e r , m o r e e s p e c i a l l y b a c k w a r d s , w h i c h 

a l l o w s o f m u c h b r o a d e r g r i n d e r s i n t h i s j a w t h a n 

i n t h e l o w e r , a n d w h i c h o c c a s i o n s t h e g r i n d e r s i n 

t h e u p p e r j a w t o p r o j e c t c o n s i d e r a b l y o v e r t h o s e 

i n t h e l o w e r . I n t h e m i d d l e t h e c u s p i d a t i o p p o s e 

o n e a n o t h e r , t h e u p p e r p i e r c e r s , o r h o l d e r s , g o 

b e h i n d t h o s e o f t h e l o w e r ; t h e s e c o n d c lass o f i n ­

c i so r s i n t h e l o w e r j a w o v e r t o p t h o s e o f t h e u p ­

p e r , w h i l e t h e t w o first i n t h e l o w e r g o w i t h i n , o r 

b e h i n d t h o s e o f t h e u p p e r . I n t h e u p p e r j a w , 

b e f o r e t h e h o l d e r s , t h e r e a r e f o u r t e e t h o n e a c h 

s i de , t h r e e o f w h i c h a r e p o i n t e d , t h e p o i n t s t a n d ­

i n g o n t h e i n n e r s u r f a c e ; a n d t h e t w o i n f r o n t a r e 

l o n g e r , s t a n d m o r e o b l i q u e l y f o r w a r d s , a n d a p p e a r 

t o b e a p p r o p r i a t e d f o r a p a r t i c u l a r use . T h e 

h o l d e r s a r e a l i t t l e w a y b e h i n d t h e l a s t f o r e t e e t h , 

t o a l l o w t h o s e o f t h e l o w e r j a w t o c o m e b e t w e e n . 

T h e y a r e p r e t t y l o n g , t h e c u s p i d a t i o n e a c h s i d e 
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b e c o m e l o n g e r a n d l a r g e r t o w a r d s t h e g r i n d e r s ; 

t h e y a r e p o i n t s o r cones p l a c e d o n a b r o a d base. 

" T h e r e a re f o u r g r i n d e r s o n e a c h s ide , t h e 

m i d d l e t w o t h e l a r g e s t , t h e l a s t t h e l e a s t ; t h e i r 

base is a t r i a n g l e o f t h e s ca l enus k i n d , o r h a v i n g 

o n e a n g l e o b t u s e a n d t w o a c u t e . T h e i r base is 

c o m p o s e d o f t w o su r f ace s , a n i n n e r a n d a n o u t e r , 

d i v i d e d b y processes o r p o i n t s : i t is t h e i n n e r t h a t 

t h e g r i n d e r s o f t h e l o w e r j a w oppose , w h e n t h e 

m o u t h is r e g u l a r l y s h u t . T h e l o w e r j a w has t h r e e 

f o r e t e e t h , o r i n c i s o r s , o n e a c h s i d e ; t h e first c o n ­

s i d e r a b l y t h e l a r g e s t , p r o j e c t i n g o b l i q u e l y f o r ­

w a r d s ; t h e o t h e r t w o o f t h e s ame k i n d , b u t 

s m a l l e r , t h e l a s t t h e sma l l e s t . 

" T h e h o l d e r i n t h i s j a w is n o t so l a r g e as i n 

t h e u p p e r j a w , a n d c lose t o t h e i n c i s o r s . T h e r e 

a re t h r e e c u s p i d a t i , t h e m i d d l e o n e t h e l a r g e s t , 

t h e l a s t t h e l e a s t ; these a re cones s t a n d i n g o n 

t h e i r base, b u t n o t o n t h e m i d d l e , r a t h e r o n t h e 

a n t e r i o r s ide . T h e r e a r e f o u r g r i n d e r s , t h e t w o 

m i d d l e t h e l a r g e s t , a n d r a t h e r q u a d r a n g u l a r , e ach 

o f w h i c h has a h i g h p o i n t o r c o n e o n t h e o u t e r 

e d g e , w i t h a s m a l l e r , a n d t h r e e m o r e d i m i n u t i v e 

o n t h e i n n e r e d g e . 

" I t is i m p o s s i b l e t o say c r i t i c a l l y w h a t t h e v a ­

r i o u s f o r m s o f these t e e t h a r e a d a p t e d f o r f r o m 

t h e g e n e r a l p r i n c i p l e s o f t e e t h . I n t h e f r o n t w e 

h a v e w h a t m a y d i v i d e a n d t e a r o f f ; b e h i n d t h o s e 

t h e r e a re h o l d e r s o r d e s t r o y e r s ; b e h i n d t h e l a t t e r 

s u c h as w i l l assist i n m a s h i n g , as t h e g r i n d e r s o f 

t h e L i o n , a n d o t h e r c a r n i v o r o u s a n i m a l s ; a n d , 
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l a s t o f a l l , g r i n d e r s , t o d i v i d e p a r t s i n t o s m a l l e r 

p o r t i o n s , as i n t h e g r a m i n i v o r o u s t r i b e : t h e a r t i ­

c u l a t i o n o f t h e j a w i n s o m e d e g r e e a d m i t s o f a l l 

t h o s e m o t i o n s . " — W h i t e ' s Journ. p. 2 8 1 . 

T h e s p o t t e d k i n d , first m e n t i o n e d , M r . H u n ­

t e r c o n s i d e r s as t h e u s a m e s p e c i e s , d i f f e r i n g o n l y 

i n i t s e x t e r n a l c o l o u r , a n d i n b e i n g s p o t t e d . " 

I n w i l d a n i m a l s , h o w e v e r , o f t h e s a m e spec i e s , 

so r e m a r k a b l e a d i f f e r e n c e i n p o i n t o f c o l o u r m u s t 

s u r e l y b e a d m i t t e d t o b e n o v e r y c o m m o n c i r ­

c u m s t a n c e . T h e g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e i n b o t h is 

i n d e e d n e a r l y t h e s a m e ; y e t t h e y m a y s t i l l d i f f e r 

s p e c i f i c a l l y . A s t h i s is a p o i n t , h o w e v e r , w h i c h 

n o t h i n g b u t a c c u r a t e a n d r e p e a t e d e x a m i n a t i o n 

o f t h e l i v i n g a n i m a l s c a n d e t e r m i n e , I s h a l l , i n 

c o m p l i a n c e w i t h so g r e a t a n a u t h o r i t y , c o n s i d e r 

t h e m a t p r e s e n t as c o n s t i t u t i n g o n e spec ies . 

T h e p l a t e , w h i c h i s a c c u r a t e l y c o p i e d f r o m 

M r . W h i t e ' s p u b l i c a t i o n , r e p r e s e n t s b o t h t h e spe­

c i m e n s . 
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Didelphis Petaurus. D. hypochondriis prolixis volitans, supra 
cinereo-nigricans ferrugineo tincta, subtus albida, cauda longa 
subtereti villosissima. 

Blackish-grey Opossum, tinged with ferruginous; whitish be­
neath ; with lateral flying membrane, and long, subcylindric, 
very villose tail. 

Hepoona Roo. White's Journal, p. 288. 
The Southern Petaurus. Naturalist's Miscellany, pi. 60. 

THE size, colours, and form, of the Petaurine or 

g r e a t flying O p o s s u m o f N e w H o l l a n d , c o n s p i r e 

t o r e n d e r i t o n e o f t h e m o s t b e a u t i f u l o f q u a d r u ­

peds. I t measu re s a b o u t t w e n t y - t w o i n c h e s f r o m 

t h e t i p o f t h e nose t o t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e t a i l , 

w h i c h is t w e n t y i n c h e s i n l e n g t h . T h e b o d y is 

a b o u t t h e size o f a h a l f - g r o w n c a t o r a s m a l l r a b ­

be t , a n d t h e g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e a n i m a l is 

s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f a flying s q u i r r e l ; a n e x p a n s i l e 

m e m b r a n e , c o v e r e d w i t h f u r , s t r e t c h i n g f r o m t h e 

f o r e l egs t o t h e h i n d o n e a c h s ide o f t h e b o d y , 

a n d t h u s e n a b l i n g t h e a n i m a l t o s p r i n g t o a c o n ­

s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e a t p l e a s u r e . 

T h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r o f t h i s species is a v e r y f i n e 

sable , o r deep g r e y - b r o w n a b o v e , v a r i e d w i t h a 

cas t o f f e r r u g i n o u s : b e n e a t h i t is n e a r l y w h i t e : a 

s t r i p e o f d a r k e r o r b l a c k e r b r o w n t h a n t h e r e s t 

r u n s a l o n g t h e b a c k f r o m h e a d t o t a i l : t h e f u r 

n e a r t h e e d g e o f t h e flying m e m b r a n e o n i t s u p ­

p e r p a r t has a lso a b l a c k e r o r d a r k e r t i n g e t h a n 

o n t h e o t h e r p a r t s , w h i l e t h e e d g e i t s e l f is w h i t e , 

t h u s f o r m i n g a b e a u t i f u l c o n t r a s t o f c o l o u r r o u n d 
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t h e w h o l e b o r d e r o f t h e m e m b r a n e : a d a r k e r o r 

b l a c k e r s h a d e t h a n o n t h e r e s t o f t h e f u r p r e v a i l s 

o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s o f t h e s h o u l d e r s , e x t e n d i n g o v e r 

e a c h s i d e o f t h e n e c k . T h e t a i l is a t l e a s t e q u a l 

t o t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e h e a d a n d b o d y , a n d is 

e x t r e m e l y f u l l o f l o n g , s o f t f u r , o f a b l a c k e r c a s t 

t h a n t h e r e s t , p a r t i c u l a r l y t o w a r d s t h e e n d , w h e r e 

i t is l o n g e r o r m o r e f l o c c y t h a n t o w a r d s t h e b a s e : 

t h e w h o l e is o f a r o u n d i s h o r s u b c y l i n d r i c f o r m , 

b u t f r o m t h e d i s p o s i t i o n o f t h e l o n g f u r , h a s a 

s l i g h t l y f l a t t e n e d a p p e a r a n c e t o w a r d s t h e e x ­

t r e m i t y . T h i s spec i e s is m o s t e l e g a n t l y figured 

i n M r . W h i t e ' s J o u r n a l : a n d t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 

h e r e g i v e n is c o p i e d f r o m t h e s a m e p l a t e , as w a s 

a lso t h e figure p u b l i s h e d s o m e y e a r s p a s t i n t h e 

N a t u r a l i s t ' s M i s c e l l a n y , u n d e r t h e t i t l e o f Petau­

rus; i t b e i n g t h e n s u p p o s e d t h a t t h i s a n i m a l h a d 

n o a b d o m i n a l p o u c h ; f o r w h i c h r e a s o n I a t t h a t 

t i m e c o n s i d e r e d i t as b e l o n g i n g t o t h e t r i b e o f 

flying s q u i r r e l s , a n d s e p a r a t e d t h e m f r o m t h e r e s t 

u n d e r a d i s t i n c t g e n u s o f t h e a b o v e d e n o m i n a ­

t i o n . 

T h e n a t i v e n a m e o f t h i s a n i m a l i s Hepoona 

Roo. 
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S Q U I R R E L OPOSSUM. 

Didelphis Sciurea. D. hypochondriis prolixis volitans, supra 
cana, subtus nivea, cauda villosissima prehensili, apicem versus 
nigra. Zool. of New Holland, No. 4. p. 29. t. 11. 

Pale-grey Opossum, snow-white beneath, wi th lateral flying 
membrane and very villose prehensile tai l . 

THIS is perhaps the most beautiful quadruped, 

i f w e e x c e p t t h e P e t a u r u s o r G r e a t F l y i n g O p o s ­

s u m , o f a l l t h e A u s t r a l a s i a n species y e t d i s c o v e r e d . 

I n i t s g e n e r a l aspec t i t has so m u c h t h e appea r ­

a n c e o f a S q u i r r e l , t h a t , o n a c u r s o r y v i e w , i t 

m i g h t r e a d i l y pass f o r s u c h . A m o r e e x a c t i n ­

s p e c t i o n i n t o i t s c h a r a c t e r s w i l l , h o w e v e r , e v i n c e 

i t t o be a g e n u i n e O p o s s u m . I t s size is n e a r l y 

t h a t o f a c o m m o n S q u i r r e l ; b u t , f r o m t h e f u l l n e s s 

a n d p a r t i c u l a r g r o w t h o f t h e f u r , w h i c h , l i k e t h a t 

o f t h e L e m u r , g r o w s i n a s u b e r e c t m a n n e r , i t a p ­

pears s o m e w h a t l a r g e r . I t s g e n e r a l c o l o u r is e x ­

a c t l y l i k e t h a t o f t h e S c i u r u s c i n e r e u s , o r A m e r i ­

c a n G r e y S q u i r r e l . A b l a c k s t r i p e passes o v e r 

e a c h eye a l o n g t h e t o p o f t h e h e a d : u n d e r e a c h 

ear is a b l a c k p a t c h s u r r o u n d e d w i t h w h i t e ; t h e 

h a i r o n t h e w h i t e p a r t h a v i n g a m o r e s o f t o r f l o c -

c u l e n t a p p e a r a n c e t h a n t h e b l a c k . T h e t a i l , 

w h i c h is p r e h e n s i l e , is o f t h e s ame c o l o u r w i t h 

t h e b o d y f o r a b o u t h a l f i t s l e n g t h , t h e r e m a i n d e r 

b e i n g b l a c k . I t is v e r y f u l l o f h a i r , a n d t a p e r s a 

l i t t l e t o w a r d s t h e e x t r e m i t y , b u t w i t h o u t a n y a c u t e 

t e r m i n a t i o n . T h e eyes a re b l a c k , r o u n d e d , a n d 

f u l l : t h e ears r o u n d , s h o r t i s h , a n d v e r y t h i n : t h e 
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w h o l e u n d e r s i d e o f t h e a n i m a l is m i l k - w h i t e : t h e 

u p p e r p a r t s o f t h e f e e t a r e a l s o w h i t e , a n d t h e 

e d g e o f t h e l a t e r a l o r f l y i n g m e m b r a n e , w h i c h 

e x t e n d s f r o m t h e f o r e f e e t t o t h e h i n d , is e d g e d 

w i t h a b l a c k i s h b o r d e r , as i n t h e f l y i n g s q u i r r e l s . 

T h e a b d o m i n a l p o u c h is o f c o n s i d e r a b l e s ize , a n d 

is s i t u a t e d as i n o t h e r O p o s s u m s , o n t h e l o w e r 

p a r t o f t h e a b d o m e n : t h e h i n d f e e t a r e f u r n i s h e d 

w i t h a r o u n d e d , u n a r m e d , o r m u t i c t h u m b . N o ­

t h i n g c a n e x c e e d t h e s o f t n e s s a n d d e l i c a c y o f t h i s 

a n i m a l ' s f u r , w h i c h i s , i f p o s s i b l e , s t i l l f i n e r t h a n 

t h a t o f t h e P e t a u r u s , t o w h i c h i n d e e d , t h o u g h 

v e r y g r e a t l y i n f e r i o r i n s ize , as w e l l as w i d e l y d i f ­

f e r e n t i n c o l o u r , i t y e t b e a r s a s t r i k i n g a f f i n i t y . 

I t is a n o c t u r n a l a n i m a l , a n d c o n t i n u e s t o r p i d 

t h e g r e a t e s t p a r t o f t h e d a y , b u t d u r i n g t h e 

n i g h t is f u l l o f a c t i v i t y . I n t h i s , as w e l l as 

i n o t h e r A u s t r a l i a n O p o s s u m s , t h e t w o t o e s o n 

t h e h i n d f e e t n e a r e s t t h e t h u m b o r r o u n d e d o n e , 

a r e c o n n a t e , o r b o t h c o n j o i n e d u n d e r o n e c o m ­

m o n s k i n . 

S o m e o f t h i s spec ies w e r e b r o u g h t o v e r a f e w 

y e a r s s i n c e , a n d l i v e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e t i m e : t h e 

b e a u t i f u l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n g i v e n i n t h e t h i r d n u m b e r 

o f t h e w o r k i n t i t u l e d Z o o l o g y o f N e w H o l l a n d , w a s 

d r a w n f r o m o n e i n t h e possess ion o f T . W i l s o n , E s q . 

t o w h o m i t w a s p r e s e n t e d b y M r . W h i t e , c h i e f s u r ­

g e o n t o t h e E n g l i s h s e t t l e m e n t i n N e w H o l l a n d . 

M r . P e n n a n t , i n t h e l a s t e d i t i o n o f h i s H i s t o r y 

o f Q u a d r u p e d s , a p p e a r s , t h r o u g h s o m e o v e r s i g h t , 

t o h a v e d e s c r i b e d i t as a S q u i r r e l , u n d e r t h e n a m e 

o f t h e N o r f o l k - I s l e S q u i r r e l . I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y 
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M r . P . h a d n o t a n o p p o r t u n i t y o f c o n t e m p l a t i n g 

t h e l i v i n g a n i m a l , b u t t o o k h i s d e s c r i p t i o n f r o m a 

f i g u r e . 

VAR. ? 

Among some drawings in Mr. White's collec­

t i o n , I o b s e r v e d a f i g u r e w h i c h i n e v e r y respec t 

s eemed t o ag ree w i t h t h e a b o v e a n i m a l , e x c e p t i n 

h a v i n g t h e t a i l o f t h e s ame c o l o u r w i t h t h e b o d y 

e x c e p t n e a r t h e t i p , w h e r e i t was m a r k e d w i t h a 

b a r o f b l a c k , t h e t i p i t s e l f b e i n g w h i t e . T h i s d r a w ­

i n g was n o t m o r e t h a n h a l f t h e size o f t h e p r e c e d ­

i n g species, b u t as n o p a r t i c u l a r size was s p e c i f i e d , 

a n d as t h e r e was r e a s o n f o r s u p p o s i n g i t t o r e l a t e 

t o t h e f o r m e r a n i m a l , I h e r e p l a c e i t as a v a r i e t y 

o n l y . 

L O N G - T A I L E D OPOSSUM. 

Didelphis Macroura. D. hypochondriis prolixis xolitans, svpra 
cinerea, subtus albida cauda longissima attcnuata nigra. New 
Holland Zoology, No. 3. p. 33. t. 12. 

Ash-coloured Opossum, whitish beneath with lateral flying 
membrane, and very long black tail . New Holl. Zool. p. 33. 

THIS species is about the size of a black rat, 

a n d is o f a d a r k o r b r o w n i s h g r e y a b o v e , a n d 

w h i t i s h b e n e a t h : t h e h e a d a n d n e c k a re a lso w h i t ­

i s h , b u t a d u s k y s t r i p e r u n s a l o n g t h e t o p o f t h e 

h e a d a l m o s t t o t h e n o s e : t h e ears a r e w h i t i s h , 

m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e , a n d s l i g h t l y r o u n d e d : t h e u p -
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p e r p a r t s o f t h e f o r e f e e t a r e w h i t i s h ; a n d t h e 

l o w e r h a l f o f t h e t a i l i s o f a d e e p e r b l a c k t h a n t h e 

b e g i n n i n g . I n t h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e f e e t i t a g r e e s 

w i t h o t h e r A u s t r a l i a n O p o s s u m s : t h e t w o i n t e r i o r 

t oe s o f t h e h i n d f e e t b e i n g u n i t e d u n d e r o n e c o m ­

m o n s k i n . 

T h e d r i e d s k i n o f t h i s spec ies w a s s e n t o v e r b y 

M r . W h i t e , a n d t h e s p e c i m e n figured i n t h e 

Z o o l o g y o f N e w H o l l a n d w a s d e s c r i b e d f r o m i t . 

P Y G M Y OPOSSUM. 

Didelphis Pygmaea. D. hypochondriis prolixis volitans, cauda 
plano-pinnata lineari. 

Opossum wi th lateral f ly ing membrane, and flatly .pinnated 
linear tai l . New Holland Zoology, No. t. p. 5. 

THIS is by far the most minute of all the Opos­

s u m s , a n d , f r o m i t s d i m i n u t i v e s ize , n o t e x c e e d ­

i n g t h a t o f a c o m m o n m o u s e , ha s b e e n n a m e d t h e 

P y g m y O p o s s u m . I t ha s b e e n m o s t e l e g a n t l y 

figured i n t h e Zoology of New Holland, a n d t h e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n h e r e g i v e n e x h i b i t s t h e a n i m a l i n a 

s i m i l a r p o s t u r e . I t i s f u r n i s h e d o n e a c h s ide t h e 

b o d y w i t h a n e x p a n s i l e m e m b r a n e , e x a c t l y i n 

t h e m a n n e r o f t h e flying s q u i r r e l ; b y t h e assis t­

a n c e o f w h i c h i t is e n a b l e d t o s p r i n g t o a c o n s i ­

d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e . T h e f u r o n t h e w h o l e a n i m a l 

is e x t r e m e l y fine: t h e c o l o u r is a s o f t o r p a l i s h 

b r o w n a b o v e , a n d a l m o s t w h i t e b e n e a t h : t h e 

edges o f t h e flying m e m b r a n e a r e a l so w h i t e : t h e 

n o s e , f e e t , a n d ears i n t e r n a l l y , a r e o f a l i g h t p i n k 
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o r f l e s h - c o l o u r : t h e t a i l is o f a f l a t t e n e d f o r m , 

a n d is b e a u t i f u l l y e d g e d o n e a c h s ide w i t h s o f t , 

s i l k y h a i r s . T h e o p e n i n g o f t h e a b d o m i n a l p o u c h 

i n t h i s species is o f a s e m i l u n a r f o r m : o n o p e n i n g 

t h i s r e c e p t a c l e i n t h e s p e c i m e n d e s c r i b e d i n t h e 

N e w H o l l a n d Z o o l o g y , I d i s c o v e r e d , o n e a c h 

s ide , a y o u n g o n e , l a r g e i n p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e p a ­

r e n t a n i m a l , a n d t o t a l l y d e s t i t u t e o f h a i r : t h e y 

h a d , t h e r e f o r e , n o t a p p r o a c h e d t o t h e p e r i o d o f 

t h e i r s e c o n d b i r t h . I n s u c h s p e c i m e n s as w e r e 

n o t i n a p r e g n a n t s t a te , t h e m a m m a e o r t ea t s 

w e r e e x t r e m e l y s m a l l , a n d o n l y f o u r i n n u m b e r . 

T h e t o n g u e i n t h i s a n i m a l is r e m a r k a b l y l a r g e 

a n d l o n g , a n d o f a f l a t t e n e d f o r m : t h e h i n d f e e t 

h a v e r o u n d e d a n d u n a r m e d t h u m b s , a n d t h e t w o 

i n t e r i o r toes are u n i t e d u n d e r a c o m m o n s k i n . I 

a m i n c l i n e d t o t h i n k t h a t t h i s l i t t l e species f eeds o n 

i n s e c t s ; a n d p r o b a b l y o n y o u n g b i r d s , e g g s , & c . 

B R U S H - T A I L E D OPOSSUM. 

Didelphis Penicillata. D. cinerca, subtus albida, caudae apice 
vilhso nigro. 

Ash-coloured Opossum, whitish. beneath, with the end of the 
tail villose and black. 

THIS species is about the size of the black rat, 

a n d o f a n e l e g a n t a p p e a r a n c e . T h e g e n e r a l c o ­

l o u r is c i n e r e o u s o r d e e p g r e y , s o m e w h a t d a r k e r 

o n t h e b a c k : t h e nose is r a t h e r s h a r p : t h e ears m o ­

d e r a t e l y l a r g e , a n d o f a v e r y s l i g h t l y p o i n t e d f o r m 

a t t h e t i p s : t h e sides o f t h e m o u t h a re f u r n i s h e d 
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w i t h v e r y l o n g f i n e b r i s t l e s o r w h i s k e r s , a n d 

o t h e r s s o m e w h a t s h o r t e r a r e s i t u a t e d a b o v e e a c h 

e y e : t h e f e e t a r e f o r m e d as i n o t h e r s o f t h i s t r i b e : 

t h e s ides a r e d i l a t e d i n t o a flying m e m b r a n e ; a n d 

t h e t a i l i s t h i n a n d a s h - c o l o u r e d f o r n e a r l y h a l f 

i t s l e n g t h , a n d f r o m t h e n c e is j e t b l a c k , w i t h v e r y 

l o n g fine h a i r s , so d i s p o s e d as t o r e p r e s e n t a b r u s h 

o r l a r g e c a m e l s ' h a i r p e n c i l . 

V U L P I N E OPOSSUM. 

Didelphis Vulpina. D.ferruginea, cauda villosa nigra. 
Ferruginous O. w i th black villose tai l . 
Vulpine Opossum. Phillips voy. p. 150. pi. 16. 

THIS, which is one of the larger Opossums, is 

s a i d t o m e a s u r e t w e n t y - s i x i n c h e s f r o m t h e n o s e 

t o t h e s e t t i n g o n o f t h e t a i l , a n d t h e t a i l i t s e l f 

fifteen i n c h e s . T h e g e n e r a l c o l o u r o f t h e a n i m a l 

i s , o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s , d u s k y g r e y , w i t h a r u f o u s 

t i n g e ; a l l t h e u n d e r p a r t s b e i n g o f a t a w n y b u f f -

c o l o u r , d e e p e s t o n t h e t h r o a t : t h e t a i l is o f t h e 

c o l o u r o f t h e b a c k f o r a b o u t a q u a r t e r o f i t s l e n g t h , 

a n d f r o m t h e n c e t o t h e e n d b l a c k : i t a p p e a r s f r o m 

t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n M r . P h i l l i p ' s v o y a g e , t o b e 

w e l l c o v e r e d w i t h f u r t o t h e v e r y e n d . U p o n t h e 

w h o l e , I c a n n o t h e l p i m a g i n i n g t h a t i t is i n r e ­

a l i t y n o o t h e r t h a n t h e spec ies a l r e a d y d e s c r i b e d , 

u n d e r t h e n a m e o f t h e Lemurine Opossum. 
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New Holland O. Pennant Quadr. z. p. 25. 
Opossum. Hawskew. voy. 3.p. 586. Cook's last voy. i.p. 108. 

pi. 4. 

THIS is described as about twice the size of a 

r a t ; a n d o f a r u s t y b r o w n c o l o u r a b o v e , w h i t i s h 

b e n e a t h : t h e h a i r s o f t a n d g l o s s y ; t h e t a i l t a p e r , 

a n d n e a r l y t h e l e n g t h o f t h e b o d y ; i t is c o v e r e d 

w i t h b r o w n h a i r t o w i t h i n a b o u t f o u r i n c h e s a n d 

a h a l f a t t h e e n d , w h e r e i t is w h i t e , b a r e , a n d 

p r e h e n s i l e ; t h e ears a re s h o r t a n d r o u n d e d , a n d 

t h e f a c e r a t h e r l o n g . T h i s species is a n a t i v e o f 

N e w H o l l a n d , a n d is d e s c r i b e d , b u t n o t v e r y d i s ­

t i n c t l y , i n t h e v o y a g e s a b o v e r e f e r r e d t o . 

U R S I N E OPOSSUM. 

Didelphis Ursina. D.flavescens, labio svperiore bifido. 
Yellowish O. with bifid upper l ip . 

THE largest of all the Opossums: size of a Bad­

g e r : c o l o u r pa l e y e l l o w : f u r l o n g i s h a n d s u b -

e r e c t : nose s t r o n g l y d i v i d e d b y a f u r r o w . 

N a t i v e o f N e w H o l l a n d : a species v e r y l a t e l y 

d i s c o v e r e d , a n d n o t y e t f u l l y o r s a t i s f a c t o r i l y 

k n o w n o r d e s c r i b e d . 
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MACROPUS. KANGUROO. 

Generic Character. 

Dentes Primores superiores 
sex, emarginati . 

Inferiores duo, m a x i m i , I o n -

gissimi, acuminat i , antror-
sum porrect i . 

Molares u t r inque quinque, 

remot i . 

Pedes antici brevissimi: postici 
longissimi. 

Folliculus abdominalis £cemmx. 

Front-teeth i n the upper j a w 

s ix* , emarginated. 
I n the lower j a w t w o , very 

large, long , sharp, and 

po in t ing forwards . 

Grinders five on each side, 

bo th i n the upper and 
lower j a w , distant f r o m 
the other teeth. 

Fore Legs very shor t : hind 
legs very long. 

Abdominal pouch i n the f e ­
male. 

G R E A T K A N G U R O O . 

Macropus Major. M. subfuscus, auriculis subacuminatis, pedibus 
anticis tetradactylis. 

Brownish Kanguroo, wi th sharpish ears and pentadactylous fore 
feet. 

Macropus giganteus. Great Kanguroo. Naturalist's Miscellany. 
pi. 33. 

Didelphis gigantea. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 109. Schreb. 1.154. 
Kanguroo. Cook's voy. (Hawkesw.) 3. p. 577. pi. 20. Phillips's 

voy. p. 105. pi. 10. White's voy. p. 27a. pi. 54. 

Op all the animals which the vast island, or, 

t o s p e a k m o r e p r o p e r l y , c o n t i n e n t o f A u s t r a l a s i a , 

* I n the young or half-grown animal, eight. 

v . 1. p . 1 1 . 3 3 
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has y e t p r e s e n t e d t o o u r v i e w ( t h e P l a t y p u s a l o n e 

e x c e p t e d ) , t h e K a n g u r o o m u s t b e c o n s i d e r e d as 

t h e m o s t e x t r a o r d i n a r y : i t s s ize, g e n e r a l c o n ­

f o r m a t i o n , t e e t h , a n d o t h e r p a r t i c u l a r s , c o n s p i r ­

i n g t o r e n d e r i t a m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g o b j e c t t o e v e r y 

n a t u r a l i s t . 

T h e first d i s c o v e r y o f t h i s r e m a r k a b l e q u a d r u ­

p e d , w h i c h h a d t i l l t h e n r e m a i n e d c o n c e a l e d i n a 

d i s t a n t c o r n e r o f t h e g l o b e , a n d s u r v e y e d o n l y b y 

t h e eyes o f savages , was i n t h e y e a r 1 7 7 0 , w h e n 

o u r c e l e b r a t e d n a v i g a t o r C a p t a i n C o o k was s ta­

t i o n e d f o r a s h o r t t i m e o n t h a t p a r t o f t h e coas t 

o f N e w H o l l a n d w h i c h is n o w c a l l e d N e w S o u t h 

W a l e s . 

" O n F r i d a y , J u n e t h e t w e n t y - s e c o n d (says 

C a p t a i n C o o k ) , a p a r t y w h o w e r e e n g a g e d i n 

s h o o t i n g p i g e o n s f o r t h e use o f t h e s i c k o f t h e 

s h i p , saw a n a n i m a l w h i c h t h e y d e s c r i b e d t o be 

' as l a r g e as a g r e y h o u n d , o f a s l e n d e r m a k e , o f 

a m o u s e - c o l o u r , a n d e x t r e m e l y s w i f t . ' " T h e f o l ­

l o w i n g d a y t h e s ame k i n d o f a n i m a l was a g a i n 

seen b y a g r e a t m a n y o t h e r p e o p l e . O n t h e 

t w e n t y - f o u r t h i t was seen b y C a p t a i n C o o k h i m ­

se l f , w h o , w a l k i n g a t a l i t t l e d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e 

s h o r e , o b s e r v e d a q u a d r u p e d , w h i c h h e t h o u g h t 

b o r e some r e s e m b l a n c e t o a g r e y h o u n d , a n d was 

o f a l i g h t m o u s e - c o l o u r , w i t h a l o n g t a i l , a n d 

w h i c h h e s h o u l d h a v e t a k e n f o r a k i n d o f w i l d 

d o g , h a d n o t i t s e x t r a o r d i n a r y m a n n e r o f l e a p ­

i n g , i n s t e a d o f r u n n i n g , c o n v i n c e d h i m o f t h e 

c o n t r a r y . M r . B a n k s also o b t a i n e d a t r a n s i e n t 
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v i e w o f i t , a n d i m m e d i a t e l y c o n c l u d e d i t t o b e 

a n a n i m a l p e r f e c t l y n e w a n d u n d e s c r i b e d . 

O n t h e 1 7 t h o f J u l y , t h i s g e n t l e m a n , a c c o m ­

p a n i e d b y s m a l l p a r t y , w e n t o u t a t d a w n o f d a y 

i n q u e s t o f d i s c o v e r i e s i n n a t u r a l h i s t o r y ; a n d , i n 

a w a l k o f m a n y m i l e s , a t l e n g t h s a w f o u r o f t hese 

a n i m a l s , t w o o f w h i c h w e r e c h a s e d b y h i s g r e y ­

h o u n d , b u t r e a d i l y o u t s t r i p p e d t h e i r p u r s u e r , a n d 

t h r e w h i m o u t a t a g r e a t d i s t a n c e , b y l e a p i n g 

o v e r t h e l o n g g ras s , w h i c h p r e v e n t e d t h e d o g 

f r o m r u n n i n g t o a d v a n t a g e * : a l l t h a t c o u l d t h e n 

be d i s t i n c t l y o b s e r v e d was , t h a t t h e a n i m a l i n 

s o m e d e g r e e r e s e m b l e d t h e J e r b o a i n i t s m a n n e r 

o f s p r i n g i n g f o r w a r d s o n t h e h i n d l e g s , i n s t e a d o f 

r u n n i n g i n t h e m a n n e r o f o t h e r q u a d r u p e d s . 

T h e s i g h t o f a c r e a t u r e so e x t r a o r d i n a r y c o u l d 

n o t f a i l t o e x c i t e , i n t h e m i n d o f a p h i l o s o p h i c 

o b s e r v e r , t h e m o s t a r d e n t w i s h e s f o r a c o m p l e t e 

e x a m i n a t i o n . T h e s e w e r e a t l e n g t h g r a t i f i e d ; 

M r . G o r e , o n e o f t h e assoc ia tes i n t h e e x p e d i t i o n 

o f C a p t a i n C o o k , h a v i n g b e e n so f o r t u n a t e as t o 

s h o o t o n e i n t h e c o u r s e o f a f e w d a y s ; a n d i t 

seems t o h a v e b e e n f r o m t h i s s p e c i m e n t h a t t h e 

figure g i v e n i n t h e v o y a g e , was d r a w n , w h i c h 

m a y b e c o n s i d e r e d as i n r e a l i t y t h e b e s t h i t h e r t o 

p u b l i s h e d , e x c e p t i n t h e a r t i c l e o f t h e h i n d f e e t , 

w h i c h , i n s t e a d o f t h e i r v e r y r e m a r k a b l e n a t u r a l 

s t r u c t u r e , a r e r e p r e s e n t e d s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h o s e o f 

* In such parts of the country where dogs can run with ease, 
or without being too much impeded by the long grass and shrubs, 
the Kanguroo is found unequal to the chace, and has several times 
been caught wi th greyhounds. 
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a d o g . I n M r . Sch rebe r ' s w o r k o n Q u a d r u p e d s , 

as w e l l as i n t h e f i r s t e d i t i o n o f M r . P e n n a n t s H i s ­

t o r y o f Q u a d r u p e d s , t h i s f i g u r e is c o p i e d w i t h t h e 

f a u l t j u s t m e n t i o n e d ; b u t i n M r . P e n n a n t ' s l as t 

e d i t i o n i t is p r o p e r l y c o r r e c t e d , a n d r e n d e r e d a 

f a i t h f u l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n : t h i s f i g u r e , t h e r e f o r e , so 

f a r as r e g a r d s t h e g e n e r a l a t t i t u d e , has b e e n se­

l e c t e d f o r t h e p r e s e n t p u b l i c a t i o n , a c c o m p a n i e d 

b y o t h e r s k e t c h e s e x p r e s s i v e o f i t s d i f f e r e n t pos­

t u r e s * I t s h o u l d seem t h a t t h e f i r s t d e s c r i b e d spe­

c i m e n s o f t h e K a n g u r o o w e r e m a l e s ; so t h a t o n e o f 

i t s g r e a t e s t s i n g u l a r i t i e s was s t i l l u n o b s e r v e d , v i z . 

t h e l a r g e a b d o m i n a l p o u c h o r r e c e p t a c l e i n w h i c h 

t h e y o u n g a re p r e s e r v e d f o r m a n y m o n t h s a f t e r 

t h e i r f i r s t p r o d u c t i o n ; a n d i n w h i c h t h i s a n i m a l is 

a l l i e d t o t h e Opossums; w h i l e , o n t h e c o n t r a r y , i t 

d i f f e r s f r o m t h o s e a n i m a l s i n t h e t e e t h , a n d is, 

a t t h e s ame t i m e , a l l i e d i n h a b i t o r g e n e r a l f o r m 

t o t h e Jerboas: t h i s , i n d e e d , is t h e case also w i t h 

o n e species o f O p o s s u m , v i z . t h e D i d e l p h i s B r u n i i , 

w h i c h m a y be , t h e r e f o r e , c o n s i d e r e d as f o r m i n g 

a k i n d o f c o n n e c t i n g l i n k b e t w e e n t h e K a n g u r o o 

a n d t h e O p o s s u m s . 

T h e g e n e r a l size o f t h e K a n g u r o o is , a t leas t , 

e q u a l t o t h a t o f a f u l l - g r o w n s h e e p : t h e u p p e r 

p a r t s o f t h e a n i m a l a re s m a l l , w h i l e t h e l o w e r are 

r e m a r k a b l y l a r g e i n p r o p o r t i o n ; y e t s u c h is t h e 

e l e g a n c e o f g r a d a t i o n i n t h i s r e spec t , t h a t t h e 

K a n g u r o o m a y j u s t l y b e c o n s i d e r e d as o n e o f t h e 

* These are taken from figures in Mr. Church's most elegant 
publication entitled A Cabinet of Quadrupeds, 
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m o s t p i c t u r e s q u e o f q u a d r u p e d s . T h e h e a d b e a r s 

s o m e r e s e m b l a n c e t o t h a t o f a dee r , a n d t h e v i s a g e 

i s m i l d a n d p l a c i d : t h e ea rs a r e m o d e r a t e l y l a r g e , 

o f a s l i g h t l y s h a r p e n e d f o r m , a n d u p r i g h t : t h e eyes 

l a r g e , a n d t h e m o u t h r a t h e r s m a l l : t h e n e c k t h i n 

a n d finely p r o p o r t i o n e d : t h e f o r e l egs e x t r e m e l y 

s h o r t , w i t h t h e f e e t d i v i d e d i n t o five toes , e a c h 

f u r n i s h e d w i t h a s h a r p a n d s o m e w h a t c r o o k e d 

c l a w . F r o m t h e b r e a s t d o w n w a r d s t h e b o d y g r a ­

d u a l l y e n l a r g e s , a n d a g a i n dec reases a l i t t l e t o ­

w a r d s t h e t a i l : t h e t h i g h s a n d h i n d l e g s a r e e x ­

t r e m e l y s t o u t a n d l o n g ; a n d t h e f e e t a r e so c o n ­

s t r u c t e d as t o a p p e a r , a t first s i g h t , t o c o n s i s t o f 

b u t t h r e e t o e s , o f w h i c h t h e m i d d l e is b y f a r t h e 

l a r g e s t , a n d is f u r n i s h e d w i t h a c l a w o f g r e a t 

s ize a n d s t r e n g t h : t h e e x t e r i o r t o e is a l so f u r ­

n i s h e d w i t h a v e r y s t r o n g c l a w , b u t f a r s m a l l e r 

t h a n t h a t o f t h e m i d d l e o n e ; a n d t h e i n t e r i o r c o n ­

sists o f t w o s m a l l toes u n i t e d u n d e r a c o m m o n 

s k i n , w i t h t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c l a w s p l a c e d so c lose t o 

e a c h o t h e r as t o a p p e a r l i k e a s p l i t o r d o u b l e 

c l a w : t h e w h o l e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e f o o t b e a r s a 

d i s t a n t r e s e m b l a n c e t o t h a t o f a b i r d . T h e K a n ­

g u r o o res t s o n t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e f o o t , w h i c h 

is c a l l o u s , b l a c k i s h , a n d g r a n u l a t e d b e n e a t h . T h e 

c o l o u r o f t h e a n i m a l is a n e l e g a n t p a l e b r o w n , 

l i g h t e r o r m o r e i n c l i n i n g t o w h i t e n e s s o n t h e a b ­

d o m e n : t h e v e n t r a l p o u c h , o r r e c e p t a c l e f o r t h e 

y o u n g , i s s i t u a t e d i n t h e s a m e m a n n e r as i n t h e 

O p o s s u m s , a n d is e x t r e m e l y l a r g e a n d d e e p . 

T h e d i m e n s i o n s o f a f u l l - g r o w n K a n g u r o o a r e 

g i v e n as f o l l o w s , i n G o v e r n o r P h i l l i p ' s v o y a g e 
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t o B o t a n y B a y , v i z . e i g h t f e e t f r o m t h e t i p o f t h e 

nose t o t h a t o f t h e t a i l : l e n g t h o f t h e t a i l t h r e e 

f e e t o n e i n c h : o f t h e h e a d e l e v e n i n c h e s : o f t h e 

f o r e legs t w o f e e t : o f t h e h i n d t h r e e f e e t s even 

i n c h e s : c i r c u m f e r e n c e o f t h e f o r e p a r t o f t h e a n i ­

m a l n e a r t h e l egs , t h r e e f e e t n i n e i n c h e s : o f t h e 

l o w e r p a r t n e a r t h e legs f o u r f e e t five i n c h e s : 

r o u n d t h e t h i c k e s t e n d o f t h e t a i l o n e f o o t o n e 

i n c h . T h e w e i g h t o f t h e l a r g e s t s p e c i m e n s is 

s a i d t o h a v e b e e n a b o u t 1 5 0 p o u n d s ; b u t i t is 

i m a g i n e d t h a t t h i s a n i m a l a t t a i n s a s t i l l l a r g e r 

size. 

T h o u g h t h e g e n e r a l p o s i t i o n o f t h e K a n g u r o o , 

w h e n a t res t , is s t a n d i n g o n i t s h i n d f e e t , as r e ­

p r e s e n t e d i n t h e figure, y e t i t f r e q u e n t l y p laces i t s 

f o r e f e e t o n t h e g r o u n d a lso , a n d t h u s f eeds i n 

t h e m a n n e r o f o t h e r q u a d r u p e d s . I t d r i n k s b y 

l a p p i n g . I n i t s n a t u r a l s ta te i t is e x t r e m e l y 

t i m i d , a n d s p r i n g s f r o m t h e s i g h t o f m a n k i n d b y 

v a s t b o u n d s o f m a n y f e e t i n h e i g h t , a n d t o a su r ­

p r i s i n g d i s t a n c e . W h e n i n a s t a t e o f c a p t i v i t y 

i t has s o m e t i m e s a w a } ' o f s p r i n g i n g f o r w a r d s a n d 

k i c k i n g w i t h i t s h i n d f e e t i n a v e r y f o r c i b l e a n d 

v i o l e n t m a n n e r ; d u r i n g w h i c h a c t i o n i t res ts o r 

p r o p s i t s e l f o n t h e base o f t h e t a i l . I n a n a t u r a l 

s ta te i t s o m e t i m e s uses i t s t a i l as a w e a p o n o f d e ­

f e n c e , a n d w i l l g i v e s u c h severe b l o w s w i t h i t t o 

d o g s as t o o b l i g e t h e m t o des i s t f r o m t h e i r a t ­

t a c k . T h e f e m a l e K a n g u r o o has t w o m a m m a e o r 

b reas t s s i t u a t e d i n t h e a b d o m i n a l p o u c h , a n d o n 

e a c h a r e sea ted t w o t e a t s ; y e t , so f a r as has h i ­

t h e r t o b e e n o b s e r v e d , t h e a n i m a l p r o d u c e s b u t 
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o n e y o u n g a t a b i r t h ; a n d so e x c e e d i n g l y d i m i ­

n u t i v e is t h e y o u n g , w h e n f i r s t f o u n d i n t h e 

p o u c h , as s c a r c e t o e x c e e d a n i n c h i n l e n g t h . 

T h e y o u n g c o n t i n u e s i n t h e p o u c h t i l l i t is g r o w n 

t o a l a r g e s ize , a n d t a k e s o c c a s i o n a l r e f u g e i n i t 

l o n g a f t e r i t h a s b e e n a c c u s t o m e d t o c o m e a b r o a d . 

T h e K a n g u r o o f e e d s e n t i r e l y o n v e g e t a b l e s u b ­

s tances , a n d c h i e f l y o n g r a s s . I n t h e i r n a t i v e 

s t a t e t h e s e a n i m a l s a r e s a i d t o f e e d i n h e r d s o f 

t h i r t y o r f o r t y t o g e t h e r ; a n d o n e is g e n e r a l l y o b ­

s e r v e d t o b e s t a t i o n e d , as i f a p p a r e n t l y o n t h e 

w a t c h , a t a d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e r e s t . 

T h e flesh o f t h e K a n g u r o o is s a i d t o b e r a t h e r 

coa r se , a n d s u c h as t o b e e a t e n r a t h e r i n d e f e c t 

o f o t h e r f o o d t h a n as a n a r t i c l e o f l u x u r y . 

I k n o w n o t h o w i t h a p p e n s t h a t D r . G m e l i n , 

i n h i s o b s e r v a t i o n o n t h e K a n g u r o o ( D i d e l p h i s 

g i g a n t e a . Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 109-), a f ­

f i r m s , t h a t t h e t e e t h a r e t h o s e o f a D i d e l p h i s ; 

s i n c e t h e y d i f f e r m o s t w i d e l y f r o m t h o s e o f t h a t 

g e n u s , as w i l l r e a d i l y a p p e a r o n c o l l a t i n g t h e g e ­

n e r i c c h a r a c t e r s . I t i s , h o w e v e r , t r u e t h a t s o m e 

o f t h e A u s t r a l a s i a n O p o s s u m s h a v e a g r e a t e r a f ­

f i n i t y t o t h e K a n g u r o o i n t h e d i s p o s i t i o n o f t h e i r 

t e e t h t h a n t o t h e a n i m a l s o f t h e L i n n a e a n g e n u s 

D i d e l p h i s , w i t h w h i c h , f o r c o n v e n i e n c e , w e h a v e 

a s s o c i a t e d t h e m . H o w L i n n a e u s w o u l d h a v e d i s ­

p o s e d o f t h e s e a n o m a l o u s spec ies m a y , p e r h a p s , 

b e d o u b t e d ; b u t t h e i n q u i r y seems o f n o g r e a t 

i m p o r t a n c e , s i n c e t h e y possess c h a r a c t e r s w h i c h 

w i l l a l w a y s s u f f i c i e n t l y d i s t i n g u i s h t h e m w i t h o u t a 

p a r t i c u l a r e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e i r t e e t h . 
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O n e o f t h e m o s t r e m a r k a b l e p a r t i c u l a r i t i e s o f 

t h e K a n g u r o o is t h e e x t r a o r d i n a r y f a c u l t y w h i c h 

i t possesses o f s e p a r a t i n g a t p l easu re , t o a c o n ­

s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e , t h e t w o l o n g f o r e t e e t h i n t h e 

l o w e r j a w . T h i s f a c u l t y , h o w e v e r , is n o t abso­

l u t e l y p e c u l i a r t o t h e K a n g u r o o , b u t t a k e s p l a c e 

i n a n a n i m a l o f a v e r y d i f f e r e n t a n d d i s t a n t g e ­

n u s , v i z . t h e M u s m a r i t i m u s . (Lin. Syst. Nat. 

Gmel.) 

I t s h o u l d seem t h a t t h e r e a re i n r e a l i t y e i t h e r 

d i f f e r e n t species, o r a t leas t p e r m a n e n t v a r i e t i e s o f 

t h e K a n g u r o o , w h i c h are h i t h e r t o n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y 

k n o w n t o be e x a c t l y d e s c r i b e d . S o m e o f these 

a p p e a r t o be o f a d a r k e r c o l o u r t h a n t h e c o m m o n 

K a n g u r o o , a n d t o h a v e a c o a r s e r f u r . 

T h e K a n g u r o o m a y n o w be c o n s i d e r e d as i n a 

g r e a t d e g r e e n a t u r a l i z e d i n E n g l a n d ; s e v e r a l h a v ­

i n g been k e p t f o r s o m e y e a r s i n t h e r o y a l d o m a i n s 

a t R i c h m o n d , w h i c h h a v e , d u r i n g t h e i r r e s i d e n c e 

t h e r e , p r o d u c e d y o u n g , a n d seem t o p r o m i s e t o 

r e n d e r t h i s m o s t e l e g a n t a n i m a l a p e r m a n e n t ac­

q u i s i t i o n t o o u r c o u n t r y ; t h o u g h i t m u s t , n o 

d o u b t , lose, b y a d e g r e e o f c o n f i n e m e n t a n d a l ­

t e r a t i o n o f f o o d , a p a r t o f i t s n a t u r a l h a b i t s , a n d 

e x h i b i t s o m e w h a t less o f t h a t b o u n d i n g v i v a c i t y 

w h i c h so m u c h d i s t i n g u i s h e s i t i n i t s n a t i v e w i l d s 

o f A u s t r a l a s i a . 
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Macropus Minor. M. fuscus, subtus cinereus, auriculis rotunda-
tis, palmis tetradactylis. 

Brown Kanguroo, ash-coloured beneath, wi th rounded ears and 
tetradactylous fore feet. 

Kanguroo Rat. Phillips voyage to Bot. Bay, p. 277. pi. 47. 
The Poto Roo, or Kanguroo Rat. Whites voy. to New South 

Wales, p. 286. pi. 60. 
Lesser Kanguroo. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 32. 

THIS species, which, from its colour and the 

g e n e r a l a s p e c t o f i t s u p p e r p a r t s , ha s o b t a i n e d t h e 

t i t l e o f t h e K a n g u r o o R a t , is a b o u t t h e s ize o f a 

r a b b e t : t h e h e a d is r a t h e r flattened s i d e w a y s , a n d 

b e a r s s o m e r e s e m b l a n c e t o t h a t o f a r a t : t h e 

g e n e r a l s h a p e o f t h e a n i m a l r e s e m b l e s t h a t o f 

t h e K a n g u r o o , b u t is f a r less e l e g a n t , t h e p r o ­

p o r t i o n s o f t h e p a r t s less p l e a s i n g , a n d t h e h a i r , 

w h i c h i s a d u s k y c i n e r e o u s b r o w n , o f a c o a r s e r 

n a t u r e . I n i t s t e e t h i t a g r e e s w i t h t h e g r e a t 

K a n g u r o o , e x c e p t t h a t i t ha s e i g h t i n s t e a d o f s i x 

f r o n t t e e t h i n t h e u p p e r j a w , t h e t w o m i d d l e 

ones b e i n g s h a r p - p o i n t e d : t h e f o r e t e e t h i n t h e 

l o w e r j a w a r e l i k e t h o s e o f t h e K a n g u r o o as t o 

s h a p e a n d p o s i t i o n , b u t a r e s m a l l e r i n p r o p o r ­

t i o n : t h e g r i n d e r s a r e t h r e e i n n u m b e r o n e a c h 

s i d e b o t h a b o v e a n d b e l o w , t h e f o r e m o s t be ing-

fluted o r c h a n n e l l e d w i t h s e v e r a l l o n g i t u d i n a l 

r i b s ; t h e t w o r e m a i n i n g ones p l a i n : t h e ears a r e 

r a t h e r l a r g e , a n d o n e a c h s ide o f t h e u p p e r l i p a r e 

s e v e r a l l o n g v ib r i s sas o r w h i s k e r s . T h e s t r u c t u r e 

o f t h e h i n d f e e t i n t h i s spec ies p e r f e c t l y r e s e m b l e s 
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t h a t o f t h e K a n g u r o o , b u t t h e f o r e f e e t h a v e only-

f o u r toes. T h e f e m a l e is f u r n i s h e d w i t h a n ab ­

d o m i n a l p o u c h f o r t h e r e c e p t i o n o f t h e y o u n g . 

Some o f t h i s species w e r e i m p o r t e d i n a l i v i n g 

s t a te f r o m N e w H o l l a n d , a n d b r o u g h t f o r t h 

y o u n g . I t s n a t i v e n a m e is P o t o R o o . 
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T A L P A . M O L E . 

Generic Character. 

Denies Primores insequales 
superiores sex. 

Inferiores octo. 

Laniarii un i c i , superiores 

majores. 

Molares superiores septem. 
Inferiores sex. 

Front-teeth i n the upper j a w 

six, unequal. 

I n the lower j a w eight. 

Canine-teeth one on each side; 

the upper ones largest. 

Grinders seven i n the upper 
j a w ; six i n the lower. 

T H E g e n u s Talpa o r M o l e is r e a d i l y d i s t i n ­

g u i s h e d b y i t s p e c u l i a r shape , h a b i t , o r g e n e r a l 

a p p e a r a n c e , e v e n w i t h o u t a n e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e 

t e e t h ; i n w h i c h p a r t i c u l a r s o m e species r e s e m b l e 

t h e g e n u s Sorex, a n d w e r e p l a c e d i n t h a t g e n u s 

b y L i n n a e u s . 

C O M M O N M O L E . 

Talpa Europaea. T. nigra, cauda brevi, pedibus pentadactylis. 
Black Mole, wi th short tai l and pentadactylous feet. 
Talpa caudata, pedibus pentadactylis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 73. 
Talpa. Gesn. Quadr. 9 3 1 . Aldr. dig. 449. 
Taupe. B u f f . 8. p. 8 1 . pi. \2. and suppl. 3. p. 193. pi. 32. 
European Mole. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 229. 

T H E w h o l e f o r m o f t h e M o l e is e m i n e n t l y c a l ­

c u l a t e d b y N a t u r e f o r i t s o b s c u r e a n d s u b t e r r a n e -
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ous l i f e . T h e b o d y is t h i c k a n d c y l i n d r i c : t h e 

s n o u t s l ender , b u t v e r y s t r o n g a n d t e n d i n o u s : t h e 

h e a d n o t d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m t h e b o d y b y a n y ap­

p e a r a n c e o f n e c k ; t h e legs so e x t r e m e l y s h o r t as 

s ca rce t o p r o j e c t p e r c e p t i b l y f r o m t h e b o d y ; t h e 

f o r e f e e t s i t u a t e d o b l i q u e l y o u t w a r d s , exce s s ive ly 

s t r o n g a n d b r o a d , a n d f u r n i s h e d w i t h v e r y l a r g e 

a n d s t o u t c l a w s , so as t o g i v e t h e a n i m a l t h e 

p o w e r o f w o r k i n g u n d e r t h e s u r f a c e w i t h t h e u t ­

m o s t ease a n d r e a d i n e s s : t h e h i n d f e e t a re s m a l l 

i n p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e f o r e f e e t , a n d a re c a l c u l a t e d 

f o r t h r o w i n g b a c k w i t h ease t h e m o u l d f r o m b e h i n d 

t h e c r e a t u r e , d u r i n g i t s s u b t e r r a n e o u s p r o g r e s s : 

t h e t a i l is s h o r t a n d s m a l l : t h e s k i n is m u c h 

t h i c k e r a n d t o u g h e r i n p r o p o r t i o n t h a n i n o t h e r 

q u a d r u p e d s , a n d t h e f u r w i t h w h i c h i t is c o v e r e d 

e q u a l l y surpasses t h a t o f o t h e r a n i m a l s i n fineness 

a n d sof tness . T h e m u s c u l a r s t r e n g t h o f t h e M o l e 

is v e r y g r e a t , a n d i t is e n a b l e d t o f o r c e i t s e l f 

i n t o t h e g r o u n d w i t h a n e x t r a o r d i n a r y d e g r e e o f 

c e l e r i t y . T h e g e n e r a l l e n g t h o f t h e M o l e is a b o u t 

five i n c h e s a n d t h r e e q u a r t e r s , e x c l u s i v e o f t h e 

t a i l , w h i c h m e a s u r e s o n e i n c h . T h i s a n i m a l is 

supposed t o possess t h e p o w e r o f h e a r i n g i n a n 

e x q u i s i t e d e g r e e ; a n d i f a t a n y t i m e i t e m e r g e s 

f r o m i t s s u b t e r r a n e o u s r e t r e a t , i n s t a n t l y d i s a p ­

pears o n t h e a p p r o a c h o f a n y d a n g e r . W h e n 

first t a k e n , e i t h e r b y d i g g i n g i t o u t o r o t h e r w i s e , 

i t u t t e r s a s h r i l l s c r e a m , a n d p r e p a r e s f o r d e f e n c e 

b y e x e r t i n g t h e s t r e n g t h o f i t s c l a w s a n d t e e t h . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , so l i v e l y a n d 

r e c i p r o c a l a n a t t a c h m e n t subsis ts b e t w e e n t h e m a l e 
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a n d f e m a l e , t h a t t h e y s e e m t o d r e a d o r d i s r e l i s h 

a l l o t h e r s o c i e t y . " T h e y e n j o y ( s ays h e ) t h e 

p l a c i d h a b i t s o f r e p o s e a n d s o l i t u d e ; t h e a r t o f se­

c u r i n g t h e m s e l v e s f r o m d i s q u i e t a n d i n j u r y ; a n d 

o f i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y f o r m i n g a n a s y l u m , o r h a b i t a ­

t i o n , o f e x t e n d i n g i t s d i m e n s i o n s , a n d o f . f i n d i n g 

a p l e n t i f u l s u b s i s t e n c e w i t h o u t t h e n e c e s s i t y o f 

g o i n g a b r o a d . T h e s e a r e t h e m a n n e r s a n d d i s p o ­

s i t i o n s o f t h e M o l e ; a n d t h e y a r e u n q u e s t i o n a b l y 

p r e f e r a b l e t o t a l e n t s m o r e b r i l l i a n t , a n d m o r e i n ­

c o m p a t i b l e w i t h h a p p i n e s s t h a n t h e m o s t p r o f o u n d 

o b s c u r i t y . " 

T h e M o l e is f u r n i s h e d w i t h eyes so e x t r e m e l y 

s m a l l t h a t i t has b e e n d o u b t e d w h e t h e r t h e y Avere 

i n t e n d e d b y N a t u r e f o r d i s t i n c t v i s i o n , o r r a t h e r 

m e r e l y f o r g i v i n g t h e c r e a t u r e s u c h a d e g r e e o f 

n o t i c e o f t h e a p p r o a c h o f l i g h t as m i g h t s u f f i c i ­

e n t l y w a r n i t o f t h e d a n g e r o f e x p o s u r e . G a l e n , 

h o w e v e r , seems t o h a v e b e e n o f a d i f f e r e n t o p i ­

n i o n , s i n c e h e v e n t u r e s t o a f f i r m t h a t t h e eyes o f 

t h e M o l e a r e f u r n i s h e d w i t h t h e c r y s t a l l i n e a n d 

v i t r e o u s h u m o u r s , e n c o m p a s s e d w i t h t h e i r r e spec ­

t i v e t u n i c s ; so a c c u r a t e a n a n a t o m i s t w a s t h a t 

g r e a t m a n , e v e n u n a s s i s t e d b y glasses. T h e l e a r n ­

e d S i r T h o m a s B r o w n , i n h i s P s e u d o d o x i a E p i d e -

m i c a , o r V u l g a r E r r o r s , a f f i r m s t h a t t h i s o b s e r v a ­

t i o n o f G a l e n " t r a n s c e n d e t h h i s d i s c o v e r y ; " f o r 

t h a t s e p a r a t i n g these l i t t l e o r b s , a n d i n c l u d i n g 

t h e m i n m a g n i f y i n g g lasses , h e c o u l d d i s c e r n n o 

m o r e t h a n w h a t A r i s t o t l e m e n t i o n s , v i z . a b l a c k 

h u m o u r . M r . D e r h a m , h o w e v e r , i n h i s P h y s i c o -

T h e o l o g y , d e c l a r e s , t h a t h e has m a d e " d i v e r s 
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a c c u r a t e d i s s e c t i o n s o f t h e eyes o f M o l e s w i t h t h e 

h e l p o f m i c r o s c o p e s , h a v i n g a d o u b t w h e t h e r w h a t 

w e t a k e t o be eyes w e r e s u c h o r n o ; a n d , u p o n 

s t r i c t s c r u t i n y , c o u l d p l a i n l y d i s t i n g u i s h t h e c r y s ­

t a l l i n e a n d v i t r e o u s h u m o u r s , a n d t h e l i g a m e n t u m 

c i l i a r e , w i t h t h e a t r a m e n t a c e o u s m u c u s : " t h e p u ­

p i l he m a n i f e s t l y d i s c e r n e d t o be r o u n d , a n d t h e 

c o r n e a c o p p e d o r c o n i c a l : t h e eye is a t a g r e a t 

d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e b r a i n , a n d t h e o p t i c n e r v e v e r y 

l o n g a n d s l ende r . 

T h e M o l e is r e p o r t e d t o f e e d n o t o n l y o n w o r m s , 

insects , & c . b u t also o n t h e r o o t s o f v e g e t a b l e s ; 

b u t i t is c e r t a i n l y m o r e c a r n i v o r o u s t h a n f r u g i v o -

rous . I t is e v e n a v e r y f i e r c e a n d v o r a c i o u s a n i m a l 

i n p a r t i c u l a r c i r c u m s t a n c e s ; a n d i t is o b s e r v e d b y 

S i r T h o m a s B r o w n , t h a t w h a t e v e r these a n i m a l s 

be c o n t e n t e d w i t h u n d e r g r o u n d , y e t , w h e n a b o v e 

i t , t h e y w i l l s o m e t i m e s t e a r a n d ea t o n e a n o t h e r ; 

a n d i n a l a r g e glass case, w h e r e i n a m o l e , a t o a d , 

a n d a v i p e r w e r e i n c l o s e d , w e h a v e k n o w n (says 

h e ) t h e M o l e t o d i s p a t c h t h e m , a n d t o d e v o u r a 

g o o d p a r t o f t h e m b o t h . 

T h e M o l e is w i t h d i f f i c u l t y k e p t a l i v e i n a s t a te 

o f c o n f i n e m e n t , un less c o n s t a n t l y s u p p l i e d w i t h a 

p r o v i s i o n o f d a m p m o u l d t o r e s ide i n . 

L i k e o t h e r a n i m a l s o f a b l a c k c o l o u r , t h e M o l e 

is s o m e t i m e s f o u n d p e r f e c t l y w h i t e , o r c r e a m - c o ­

l o u r e d , a n d s o m e t i m e s s p o t t e d . I n a m e m o i r r e ­

l a t i v e t o t h e M o l e , p u b l i s h e d b y M . d e l a F a i l l e , i t 

appears t h a t f o u r v a r i e t i e s m a y b e r e c k o n e d , v i z . 

t h e w h i t e M o l e , t h e r u f o u s o r t a w n y M o l e , t h e 

g r e e n i s h - y e l l o w o r c i t r o n - c o l o u r e d M o l e ( f o u n d 
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i n s o m e p a r t s o f L a n g u e d o c ) , a n d , l a s t l y , t h e 

s p o t t e d M o l e , w h i c h is v a r i e g a t e d e i t h e r w i t h 

w h i t e o r t a w n y spo t s o r p a t c h e s . 

T h e M o l e b r i n g s f o u r o r five y o u n g , f o r w h i c h 

she m a k e s a v e r y c o m m o d i o u s n e s t , b e i n g , ac ­

c o r d i n g t o B u f f o n , g u a r d e d w i t h a c o m p a g e s o f 

t h e r o o t s a n d fibres o f p l a n t s , a l l a r o u n d a n d a b o v e 

i t , so as t o p r e v e n t a n y w a t e r f r o m p e n e t r a t i n g ; 

a n d a r o u n d i t , i n a r a d i a t i n g d i r e c t i o n , a r e s eve ­

r a l s l o p i n g h o l e s , f o r t h e p a r e n t t o g o o u t a t , i n 

q u e s t o f f o o d f o r h e r s e l f a n d h e r o f f s p r i n g . T h e s e 

nests a r e t o b e f o u n d i n t h e m o n t h o f M a y , a n d 

a re d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y a m o r e e l e v a t e d a p p e a r a n c e 

a b o v e - g r o u n d t h a n t h a t o f t h e h i l l o c k s f o r m e d b y 

t h e u s u a l e x e r t i o n s o f t h e a n i m a l . B u f f o n adds , 

t h a t i n t h e n e s t a r e o f t e n f o u n d t h e r e m a i n s o f 

t h e r o o t o f c o l c h i c u m o r m e a d o w - s a f f r o n , a n d 

w h i c h h e , t h e r e f o r e , supposes t o b e t h e first f o o d 

g i v e n t o t h e y o u n g : t h i s r o o t is e x c e s s i v e l y a c r i ­

m o n i o u s , i n s o m u c h t h a t , w h e n f r e s h , a s l i c e h e l d 

i n t h e m o u t h w i l l i n a m a n n e r b e n u m b t h e t o n g u e , 

a n d r e n d e r i t r i g i d a n d v o i d o f s e n s a t i o n f o r s o m e 

h o u r s ; a n d less t h a n t h e q u a n t i t y o f a g r a i n t a ­

k e n i n t e r n a l l y p r o d u c e s t h e m o s t v i o l e n t e f f e c t s . 

T h i s , h o w e v e r , f o r m s n o o b j e c t i o n t o t h e s u p p o ­

s i t i o n o f B u f f o n , s i n c e i t is w e l l k n o w n t h a t m a n y 

a n i m a l s w i l l f e e d w i t h t h e m o s t p e r f e c t i m p u n i t y 

o n s u b s t a n c e s w h i c h w o u l d e x e r t t h e m o s t m a l i g ­

n a n t e f f e c t s o n t h e h u m a n f r a m e , as w e l l as o n 

t h a t o f m o s t o t h e r c r e a t u r e s . 

T h e g r e a t e s t m i s f o r t u n e t h a t b e f a l s t h e M o l e 

is, t h e s u d d e n o v e r f l o w i n g o f r i v e r s , w h e n t h e y 
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a re s a id t o be seen s w i m m i n g i n g r e a t n u m b e r s , 

a n d u s i n g e v e r y e f f o r t t o o b t a i n a m o r e e l e v a t e d 

s i t u a t i o n ; b u t a g r e a t m a n y o f t h e m p e r i s h o n 

s u c h occas ions , as w e l l as t h e y o u n g , w h i c h r e ­

m a i n i n t h e i r ho les . 

A r e m a r k a b l e i n s t a n c e o f t h e p o w e r w h i c h t h e 

M o l e s o m e t i m e s e x e r t s i n s w i m m i n g , is g i v e n i n 

t h e t h i r d v o l u m e o f t h e T r a n s a c t i o n s o f t h e L i n -

naean S o c i e t y , o n e h a v i n g b e e n seen s w i m m i n g 

t o w a r d s a s m a l l i s l a n d i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e L o c h 

o f C l u n i e , i n S c o t l a n d , a t t h e d i s t a n c e o f 180 y a r d s 

f r o m l a n d . 

L innaeus , i n t h e t w e l f t h e d i t i o n o f t h e S y s t e m a 

N a t u r a e , a f f i r m s t h a t t h e M o l e h y b e r n a t e s , o r 

passes t h e w i n t e r i n a s t a t e o f t o r p i d i t y ; a n d t h e 

same o b s e r v a t i o n is r e p e a t e d i n t h e G m e l i n i a n 

e d i t i o n o f t h a t w o r k . T h i s , h o w e v e r , is f l a t l y 

c o n t r a d i c t e d b y t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , w h o o b ­

serves, t h a t t h e M o l e sleeps so l i t t l e i n w i n t e r , 

t h a t she raises t h e e a r t h i n t h e s a m e m a n n e r as 

i n s u m m e r ; a n d t h a t t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e r e m a r k 

t h a t t h e t h a w approaches , because t h e m o l e s m a k e 

t h e i r h i l l s . T h e y e n d e a v o u r t o g e t i n t o w a r m 

g r o u n d s , g a r d e n s , & c . d u r i n g t h i s season m o r e 

t h a n a t o t h e r s . 

T h i s a n i m a l is sa id t o be u n k n o w n i n I r e l a n d . 

I n S i b e r i a i t a r r i v e s a t a l a r g e r size t h a n i n 

E u r o p e . T h e f u r is so s o f t a n d b e a u t i f u l , t h a t i t 

w o u l d m a k e t h e m o s t e l e g a n t a r t i c l e s o f dress , d i d 

n o t t h e d i f f i c u l t y o f c u r i n g a n d d r e s s i n g t h e s k i n 

d e t e r f r o m e x p e r i m e n t s o f t h i s n a t u r e . 
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P U R P L E M O L E . 

Talpa Purpurasccns. T. nigra, purpttreo nitens, pedibus penta­
dactylis, cauda alba. 

Black Mole, wi th a gloss of purple; pentadactylous feet, and 
white ta i l . 

Talpa virginianus niger. Seb. I . p . 5 1 . t. 32./. 3. 

THIS species so completely resembles the com­

m o n E u r o p e a n M o l e i n a l m o s t e v e r y p a r t i c u l a r , t h a t 

i t m i g h t pass f o r a v a r i e t y o f t h a t a n i m a l . I t s c o ­

l o u r is b l a c k , w i t h a s t r o n g c a s t o f c h a n g e a b l e 

p u r p l e ; a n d t h e t a i l i s w h i t e . I t seems t o h a v e 

b e e n f i r s t d e s c r i b e d b y Seba , a n d is , a c c o r d i n g t o 

t h a t a u t h o r , a n a t i v e o f V i r g i n i a . 

C A P E M O L E . 

Talpa Capensis. T. viridi-aurca, cuprco nitens, palmis tridac-

tylis. 
Gold-green Mole, glossed wi th copper-colour, wi th tridactylous 

fore feet. 
Talpa Asiatia. T. ccaudata, palmis tridactylis. Lin. Syst. Nat. 

P- 73-
Siberian Mole. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 235. 

THIS is rather smaller than the common Mole, 

a n d o f t h e s a m e g e n e r a l f o r m , b u t has a s h o r t 

s n o u t , a n d is d e s t i t u t e o f a t a i l . T h e f o r e f e e t 

a r e f o r m e d l i k e t h o s e o f t h e red mole, h a v i n g o n l y 

t h r e e c l a w s , o f w h i c h t h e e x t e r i o r is b y f a r t h e 

l a r g e s t ; t h e h i n d f e e t h a v e five w e a k c l a w s ; b u t 

v . 1. p . 11 . 3 * 
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w h a t r e a d i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e s t h i s a n i m a l is t h e 

c h a n g e a b l e c o l o u r o f t h e h a i r , w h i c h is o f a deep 

g lo s sy g r e e n , w i t h c o p p e r - c o l o u r e d r e f l e c t i o n s : b e ­

n e a t h i t is o f a g r e y i s h - b r o w n . I t s l e n g t h is f o u r 

i n c h e s . I t is a n a t i v e o f t h e C a p e o f G o o d H o p e , 

a c c o r d i n g t o M r . P e n n a n t , a n d n o t o f S i b e r i a , as 

Seba, w h o seems t o h a v e b e e n i t s first d e s c r i b e r , 

supposed . 

RED M O L E . 

Talpa Rufa. T. rufa, cauda brevi, palmis tridactylis, plantis te-
tradactylis. 

Rufous Mole, with short tail , tridactylous fore feet, and tetra-
dactylous hind feet. 

Talpa rubra Americana. Seb. i.p. 51 . t. 32./. 2. 
Red Mole. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 233. 

THIS, in its general appearance, resembles the 

c o m m o n M o l e , b u t is o f a p a l e r e d - b r o w n c o l o u r , 

a n d has o n l y t h r e e toes o n t h e f o r e f e e t , t h e e x ­

t e r i o r c l a w b e i n g m u c h l a r g e r t h a n t h e o t h e r t w o : 

t h e h i n d f e e t h a v e f o u r c l a w s : t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f 

t h e t a i l is t h e same as i n t h e c o m m o n M o l e . 

T h i s species, as w e l l as t h e p r e c e d i n g , was first 

d e s c r i b e d b y Seba, w h o says i t is a n a t i v e o f A m e ­
r i c a . 
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L O N G - T A I L E D M O L E . 

Talpa Longicaudata. T. fusca, cauda mediocri, pedibus penta­
dactylis, posticis squamosis. 

Brown Mole, wi th tail of middling length, and pentadactylous 
feet, the hinder ones scaly. 

Long-tailed Mole. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 232. 

THIS is of the same general form with the com­

m o n M o l e , b u t is o f a r u s t y b r o w n c o l o u r ; t h e 

e n d o f t h e n o s e is r a d i a t e d b y a c i r c u l a r series o f 

l o n g i s h pap i l l a? , a n d t h e t a i l is t w o i n c h e s l o n g : 

t h e c l a w s o n t h e f o r e f e e t r e s e m b l e t h o s e o f t h e 

c o m m o n M o l e ; b u t t h o s e o f t h e h i n d f e e t a r e 

v e r y l o n g a n d s l e n d e r : t h e h i n d f e e t a r e a l so 

s c a l y o n t h e i r u p p e r s u r f a c e . T h i s a n i m a l i s a 

n a t i v e o f N o r t h A m e r i c a . I t s l e n g t h f r o m nose 

t o t a i l is f o u r i n c h e s a n d s i x t e n t h s . 

R A D I A T E D M O L E . 

Talpa Radiata. T. atra, pedibus albis, naribus caruncuhtis. 
Black Mole, wi th white feet, and nose radiated with papillae. 
Radiated Mole. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 232. 
Sorex cristatus. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 73. 

THIS is somewhat smaller than the common 

M o l e , a n d is o f a d u s k y o r b l a c k i s h c o l o u r . I n 

g e n e r a l f o r m i t r e s e m b l e s t h e p r e c e d i n g species , 

h a v i n g b r o a d f o r e l egs w i t h l o n g c l a w s ; t h e h i n d 

l e g s s c a l y a n d w i t h m u c h w e a k e r c l a w s : t h e nose 

l o n g ; a n d bese t a t t h e e n d w i t h a c i r c u l a r series o f 
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r a d i a t e d t e n d r i l s : t h e l e n g t h f r o m nose t o t a i l is 

t h r e e i n c h e s a n d t h r e e q u a r t e r s . I t is a n i n h a ­

b i t a n t o f N o r t h A m e r i c a , f o r m i n g s u b t e r r a n e o u s 

passages, i n d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s , i n u n c u l t i v a t e d 

fields, a n d is s a id t o f e e d o n r o o t s . T h i s species 

is t h e Sorex cristatus o f L i n n a e u s ; b e i n g p l a c e d 

i n t h a t g e n u s o n a c c o u n t o f i t s t e e t h , i n de sp i t e 

o f i t s a p p e a r a n c e . I t is, p e r h a p s , i n r e a l i t y n o 

o t h e r t h a n a v a r i e t y o f t h e f o r m e r species , o r a 

s e x u a l d i f f e r e n c e . 

BROWN M O L E . 

Talpa Fusca. T.fusca, pedibus caudaque albis, palmis latissimis. 
Brown Mole, with white feet and tail , the fore feet very broad. 
Brown Mole. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 132. 
Sorex aquaticus ? Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 74. 

THIS species of Mole was also obliged to give 

w a y t o t h e s y s t e m a t i z i n g s p i r i t o f L innaeus , a n d 

t o r a n k u n d e r t h e g e n u s Sorex. I t is a b o u t five 

i n c h e s a n d a h a l f l o n g , f r o m h e a d t o t a i l ; t h e t a i l , 

w h i c h is v e r y s l ende r , b e i n g s c a r c e a n i n c h i n 

l e n g t h . T h e nose is s l e n d e r : t h e u p p e r j a w m u c h 

l o n g e r t h a n t h e l o w e r : i n t h e u p p e r j a w are t w o 

c u t t i n g - t e e t , a n d f o u r i n t h e l o w e r ; t h e t w o m i d ­

d l e ones b e i n g v e r y s m a l l ; a n d t h e r e a r e n o ca ­

n i n e - t e e t h : t h e f o r e f e e t a re v e r y b r o a d , a n d t h e 

na i l s l o n g : t h e h i n d f e e t s m a l l , w i t h five c l a w s 

o n e a c h : t h e h a i r is s o f t , g lo s sy b r o w n a t t h e 

ends , a n d deep g r e y a t t h e b o t t o m : t h e t a i l a n d 

f e e t a re w h i t e . I t is a n a t i v e o f N o r t h A m e r i c a . 
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I f t h i s spec ies b e t h e s a m e w i t h t h e Sorex aqua­

ticus o f L i n n a e u s , i t h a s , a c c o r d i n g t o t h a t a u ­

t h o r , w e b b e d f o r e f e e t , a n d , f r o m i t s n a m e , 

s h o u l d s e e m t o i n h a b i t w a t e r y p l a c e s ; b u t n e i t h e r 

o f t hese c i r c u m s t a n c e s a r e m e n t i o n e d b y M r . 

P e n n a n t . 
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S O R E X . S H R E W 

Generic Character. 

Denies Primores superiores 
duo, longi , b i f i d i . 

Inferiores duo vel quatuor; 
intermediis brevioribus. 

Laniarii utrinque plures. 

Molares cuspidati. * 

Front-teeth i n the upper j aw 
t w o , long, b i f i d . 

I n the lower t w o or f o u r ; the 
intermediate ones shorter. 

Canine-teeth several on each 
side. 

Grinders cuspidated. 

X H E g e n u s Sorex, i n i t s g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e , 

bea rs a g r e a t r e s e m b l a n c e t o t h e m o u s e t r i b e ; b u t 

t h e s t r u c t u r e , n u m b e r , a n d s i t u a t i o n o f t h e t e e t h 

p r o v e i t t o c o n s t i t u t e a v e r y d i f f e r e n t set o f a n i ­

m a l s , w h i c h are e v i d e n t l y r a t h e r c a r n i v o r o u s t h a n 

f r u g i v o r o u s . I t is m o r e c l o s e l y a l l i e d t o t h e g e ­

n u s Talpa; i n s o m u c h t h a t these t w o g e n e r a m a y 

b e c o n s i d e r e d as l i n k e d t o e a c h o t h e r b y i n t e r m e ­

d i a t e species, w h i c h i n h a b i t r e s e m b l e t h e o n e g e ­

n u s , a n d i n t e e t h t h e o t h e r . I t is o w i n g t o t h i s 

c i r c u m s t a n c e t h a t L i n n a e u s , i n t h e t w e l f t h e d i ­

t i o n o f t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e , has p l a c e d o n e o r 

t w o g e n u i n e species o f T a l p a i n t h e g e n u s S o r e x . 

T h e m o s t c o m m o n species o f S o r e x i n t h i s c o u n ­

t r y is t h e S. A r a n e u s , c o m m o n l y k n o w n b y t h e 

n a m e o f t h e S h r e w M o u s e . 
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C O M M O N SHREW. 

Sorex Araneus. S. cauda mediocri, corpore subtus albido. Lin. 
Syst. Nat. p. 74. 

Ferruginous-brown Shrew, whitish beneath, wi th tail rather 
shorter than the body. 

Mus Araneus. Gesn. Quadr. p. 747. Aldr. dig. p. 441 . 
Musaraigne. B u f f . 8. p. 57. t. 10. f . 1. 
Foetid Shrew. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 224. 

THIS little animal, which is perhaps the smallest 

o f t h e E u r o p e a n q u a d r u p e d s , is a v e r y c o m m o n 

i n h a b i t a n t o f o u r f i e l d s a n d g a r d e n s , a n d m e a s u r e s 

a b o u t t w o i n c h e s a n d a h a l f , a n d t h e t a i l o n e a n d 

a h a l f . I t s c o l o u r i s n e a r l y s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f a 

m o u s e , b u t o f a s o m e w h a t m o r e f e r r u g i n o u s 

t i n g e ; a n d t h e a n i m a l is r e a d i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y 

i t s l o n g a n d s h a r p s n o u t : t h e eyes a r e s m a l l a n d 

a l m o s t h i d i n t h e f u r . I t f e e d s o n r o o t s , g r a i n , 

i n s e c t s , a n d a l m o s t a n y k i n d o f n e g l e c t e d a n i m a l 

s u b s t a n c e . I t ha s a v e r y s t r o n g a n d u n p l e a s a n t 

s m e l l ; a n d i t is r e m a r k a b l e t h a t c a t s w i l l k i l l b u t 

n o t e a t i t . M r . P e n n a n t o b s e r v e s t h a t t h e r e 

seems t o b e a n a n n u a l m o r t a l i t y a m o n g t he se 

l i t t l e a n i m a l s e v e r y a u t u m n ; n u m b e r s o f t h e m b e ­

i n g f o u n d d e a d a t t h a t season b y p a t h s a n d i n t h e 

fields. I t i n h a b i t s m o s t p a r t s o f E u r o p e , a n d is 

a lso s a i d t o b e f o u n d i n S i b e r i a a n d K a m t s c h a t k a . 

I t b r e e d s i n h o l e s , u n d e r b a n k s , a m o n g moss , & c . 

a n d i s s a i d t o p r o d u c e s e v e r a l y o u n g a t a t i m e . 
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M U S K SHREW. 

Sorex Moschatus. 5. pedibus palmatis, cauda compressa lanceo-
lata. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 113. 

Web-footed Shrew, with naked compressed tail. 
Castor Moschatus. C. cauda longa compresso-lanceolata, pedibus 

palmatis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 79. 
Mus aquaticus. Clus exot. p. 373. Jonst. Quadr.p. 169. t. 73. 
Mus aquatilis. Aldr. dig. p. 447. 
Pallas, it. i.p. 156. Lepechin, it. i.p. 178. t. 13. Guldenstedt, 

Perl. Naturf. Beschr. 3. p. 1.07. t. 2. 
Desman. Buff. 10. p. 1. pi. 10. 
Musky Shrew. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 221. 

THIS is a very singular species, which, though 

e x t r e m e l y c o m m o n i n s o m e o f t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t s 

o f E u r o p e a n d A s i a , does n o t s eem t o h a v e b e e n 

v e r y d i s t i n c t l y u n d e r s t o o d b y m o d e r n n a t u r a l i s t s , 

t i l l D r . Pa l l a s , L e p e c h i n , a n d G u l d e n s t e d t g a v e 

a c c u r a t e d e s c r i p t i o n s o f i t s f o r m a n d m a n n e r s . I t 

was , i n d e e d , l o n g a g o d e s c r i b e d i n a g e n e r a l m a n ­

n e r b y C l u s i u s , w h o has a lso g i v e n a figure, w h i c h 

is r e p e a t e d b y A l d r o v a n d u s , J o n s t o n , a n d o t h e r s ; 

n o r is i t t o be d e n i e d t h a t b o t h figure a n d d e ­

s c r i p t i o n a re so f a r j u s t as t o d i s c r i m i n a t e t h e a n i ­

m a l f r o m e v e r y o t h e r a t t h a t t i m e k n o w n . 

A c c o r d i n g t o D r . P a l l a s i t c h i e f l y i n h a b i t s t h e 

r i v e r Volga a n d t h e a d j a c e n t l a k e s , f r o m N o v o -

g o r o d t o S a r a t o f ; a n d is n o t f o u n d i n R u s s i a , n o r 

does i t s e x i s t e n c e i n L a p l a n d seem w e l l ascer­

t a i n e d . I t is s a i d t o b e v e r y s e l d o m seen o n 

l a n d ; c o n f i n i n g i t s e l f t o l a k e s a n d r i v e r s , i n t h e 

b a n k s o f w h i c h i t o c c a s i o n a l l y b u r r o w s t o a g r e a t 
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dis tance . T h e g e n e r a l l e n g t h o f t h e a n i m a l i s 

abou t seven i n c h e s f r o m n o s e t o t a i l , a n d o f t h e 

t a i l e i g h t i n c h e s ; b u t i t i s s o m e t i m e s f o u n d o f a 

l a r g e r size. I t s c o l o u r i s a c i n e r e o u s b r o w n , 

pa le r b e n e a t h ; t h e b o d y is m o d e r a t e l y t h i c k , 

a n d r a t h e r o f a d e p r e s s e d o r f l a t t e n e d f o r m ; t h e 

head r a t h e r s m a l l ; f o r m e d as i n t h e r e s t o f t h i s 

genus , a n d t e r m i n a t i n g i n a r e m a r k a b l y l o n g a n d 

f l a t t e n e d s n o u t , r u n n i n g f a r b e y o n d t h e l o w e r 

j a w : t h i s p a r t o f t h e s n o u t i s n e a r l y b a r e o n t h e 

u p p e r p a r t , b u t e d g e d a l o n g t h e s ides w i t h a r o w 

o f vibrissas o r w h i s k e r s ; a n d a f u r r o w o r l i n e o f 

d i v i s i o n r u n s a l o n g i t s u p p e r p a r t : i t is o f a s e e m ­

i n g l y c a r t i l a g i n o u s s u b s t a n c e , a n d , i n t h e l i v i n g 

a n i m a l , v e r y f l e x i b l e : i n t h e l o w e r j a w a r e f o u r 

front-teeth, a n d o n e a c h s i d e s i x canine: t h e grind­

ers a re f o u r o n e a c h s i d e i n t h e u p p e r j a w , a n d 

t h r e e i n t h e l o w e r : t h e eyes a r e e x t r e m e l y s m a l l , 

a n d t h e r e a r e n o e x t e r n a l ea rs , b u t m e r e l y t h e 

appea rance o f a p a i r o f s m a l l h o l e s a t s o m e d i s ­

t ance b e y o n d t h e e y e s : t h e l e g s a r e v e r y s h o r t , 

w i t h f i v e toes o n a l l t h e f e e t , c o n n e c t e d b y a n a ­

k e d w e b o r m e m b r a n e , w h i c h is m u c h w i d e r o n 

t h e h i n d t h a n o n t h e f o r e f e e t : t h e f e e t a r e n e a r l y 

n a k e d , a n d o f a b r o w n c o l o u r : t h e t a i l , e x c e p t a t 

i t s base, is p e r f e c t l y n a k e d , m a r k e d o u t i n t o s c a l y 

d i v i s i o n s , a n d is o f a b r o w n c o l o u r : i t is a lso o f a 

l a t e r a l l y c o m p r e s s e d f o r m , a n d g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s 

t o t h e e x t r e m i t y : n e a r t h e base o f t h e t a i l a r e 

s i t u a t e d s e v e r a l s m a l l f o l l i c l e s o r g l a n d u l a r r e ­

cep t ac l e s , i n w h i c h i s s e c r e t e d a y e l l o w i s h fluid, 

r e s e m b l i n g i n s m e l l t h e s t r o n g e s t c i v e t : o f t h i s 
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subs t ance a b o u t t h e q u a n t i t y o f a s c r u p l e m a y , i t 

is s a id , b e o b t a i n e d f r o m e a c h a n i m a l . . 

T h e s e c r e a t u r e s are s a i d s o m e t i m e s t o b e seen 

s w i m m i n g a b o u t i n c o n s i d e r a b l e n u m b e r s o n t h e 

s u r f a c e o f l akes a n d r i v e r s , a n d m a y o f t e n be 

h e a r d t o snap t h e i r m o u t h s w i t h a s o u n d n o t u n ­

l i k e t h a t o f a d u c k ; f e e d i n g o n w o r m s , l eeches , 

w a t e r insec ts , & c . as w e l l as o c c a s i o n a l l y o n v e g e ­

t a b l e subs tances . 

I n s o m e p a r t i c u l a r s t h i s a n i m a l m a k e s a d i s ­

t a n t a p p r o a c h t o t h a t m o s t s i n g u l a r o f q u a d r u ­

peds , t h e P l a t y p u s . I t m a y also b e a d d e d , t h a t 

t h e P l a t y p u s , i f c o n s i d e r e d m e r e l y w i t h r e g a r d t o 

e x t e r n a l h a b i t , a n d w i t h o u t r e f e r e n c e t o i t s g e n e ­

r i c c h a r a c t e r , m i g h t , p e r h a p s , w i t h a l m o s t e q u a l 

p r o p r i e t y b e p l a c e d i n t h e p r e s e n t o r d e r as i n t h a t 

o f Bruta, d i d n o t i t s w a n t o f t e e t h l e a d us t o 

p l a c e i t w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h e e d e n t u l o u s o r t o o t h ­

less q u a d r u p e d s , v i z . t h e A n t - E a t e r s a n d t h e P a n ­

g o l i n s . 

T h e M u s k S h r e w is a s l o w - p a c e d a n i m a l , a n d 

eas i ly t a k e n , i f a c c i d e n t a l l y f o u n d o n l a n d . T h e 

s k i n s a re s a id t o b e s o l d i n R u s s i a t o p u t i n t o 

chests i n o r d e r t o d r i v e a w a y m o t h s , a n d so c o m ­

m o n is t h e a n i m a l i n t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f N i z n e y 

N o v o g o r o d , t h a t t h e peasants a re s a i d b r i n g five 

h u n d r e d ap iece t o m a r k e t , w h e r e t h e y a re s o l d 

f o r a r u b l e p e r h u n d r e d . 

I n t h e t w e l f t h e d i t i o n o f t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e 

t h i s a n i m a l is p l a c e d i n t h e g e n u s C a s t o r o r B e a ­

v e r , u n d e r t h e t i t l e o f Castor moschatus. 
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C A N A D A S H R E W . 

Sorex Radiatus. S. nigricans, rostro producto, apice tentacuiis 
radiato. 

Blackish Shrew, wi th lengthened snout, radiated at the t ip wi th 
tentacula. 

La Taupe de Canada. B u f f , suppl. 6. p. 254. pi. 37. 
De la Faille mem. 1769. 

THIS animal may with great propriety be term­

e d S o r e x r a d i a t u s , s i n c e t h e s n o u t , w h i c h is l o n g 

a n d s l ende r , h a s a d i l a t e d c a r t i l a g i n o u s e x t r e m i t y , 

f u r n i s h e d w i t h a c i r c u l a r ser ies o f s h a r p - p o i n t e d 

processes o r s o f t t e n d r i l s , d i s p o s e d i n t h e m a n n e r 

o f t h e r a y s i n a s p u r . T h e w h o l e a n i m a l is o f a 

l o n g f o r m , a n d i t s h a b i t i m m e d i a t e l y p r o n o u n c e s 

i t t o b e l o n g t o t h e g e n u s S o r e x , a n d n o t t o t h a t 

o f T a l p a . I t seems t o h a v e b e e n first d e s c r i b e d 

a n d figured b y M o n s . d e l a F a i l l e , i n h i s M e m o i r 

o n M o l e s . I t is a n a t i v e o f C a n a d a , a n d r e s e m b l e s 

t h e M o l e o n l y i n s o m e p a r t i c u l a r p a r t s ; w h i l e i n 

o t h e r s i t a p p r o a c h e s t o t h e m o u s e t r i b e ; h a v i n g 

t h e s a m e s h a p e a n d a g i l i t y . I t s t a i l , w h i c h is t h r e e 

i n c h e s l o n g , is k n o t t y , a n d a l m o s t n a k e d , as w e l l as 

t h e f e e t , w h i c h h a v e five t oe s o n e a c h , a n d a re c o ­

v e r e d w i t h s m a l l b r o w n a n d w h i t e scales o n t h e 

u p p e r p a r t T h i s a n i m a l , a c c o r d i n g t o M . d e l a 

F a i l l e ( w h o c o n s i d e r s i t , i n a g e n e r a l v i e w , as a 

species o f M o l e ) , is m o r e a b o v e g r o u n d , o r less 

a d d i c t e d t o b u r r o w i n g , t h a n t h e c o m m o n M o l e . 

I t s b o d y is l o n g i s h , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h b l a c k , 
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c o a r s i s h h a i r : t h e f e e t f a r less t h a n t h o s e o f a 

M o l e : t h e eyes h i d u n d e r t h e s k i n ; t h e s n o u t 

e d g e d o n e a c h s ide w i t h u p r i g h t v ib r i s sas : t h e r a ­

d i a t e d t e n t a c u l a a t t h e e n d o f t h e nose a r e o f a 

b r i g h t r o s e - c o l o u r , a n d m o v e a b l e a t t h e p l ea su re 

o f t h e a n i m a l , so as e i t h e r t o b e b r o u g h t t o g e ­

t h e r i n t o a t u b u l a r f o r m , o r e x p a n d e d i n t h e f o r m 

o f a s ta r . 

I t i s s a id t o i n h a b i t C a n a d a , b u t n o t t o b e v e r y 

c o m m o n t h e r e . I t o c c a s i o n a l l y b u r r o w s s o m e w h a t 

i n t h e m a n n e r o f a M o l e , b u t f a r less s t r o n g l y , o r 

m o r e s l o w l y , a n d is s a i d t o pass a c o n s i d e r a b l e 

p o r t i o n o f i t s l i f e b e n e a t h t h e s u r f a c e o f t h e s n o w . 

O n e w o u l d be i n c l i n e d t o t h i n k t h a t t h e r e m a r k ­

ab le m o n i l i f o r m a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e t a i l i n t h i s a n i ­

m a l , as e x h i b i t e d i n M . d e l a F a i l l e ' s figure, m a y 

b e p a r t l y o w i n g t o t h e c o n t r a c t i o n o f t h e i n t e r ­

s t ices o f t h e j o i n t s i n d r y i n g . 

I t is e v i d e n t l y a l l i e d t o t h e r a d i a t e d M o l e , b u t 

i f t h e figure g i v e n b y M . d e l a F a i l l e b e a c c u r a t e . 

m u s t s u r e l y be a v e r y d i s t i n c t species. 
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P E R F U M I N G SHREW. 

Sorex Caerulescens. <S. cinereo-caerulescens, subtus pallidior, ros­
tro cauda pedibusquc carneis. 

Blue-grey S. wi th flesh-coloured snout, feet, and tai l . 
Sorex Pilorides. Museum Leverianum, vol. i . No. i . p. 3 1 . t. 8. 
Perfuming Shrew. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 212. 
Musaraigne musquee de l'lnde. B u f f , suppl. 7. p. 1S1.pl. 7. 

THIS measures from nose to tail near eight 

i n c h e s : a n d t h e t a i l is a b o u t t h r e e i n c h e s a n d a 

h a l f l o n g : t h e s n o u t is v e r y l o n g a n d s l e n d e r ; 

t h e u p p e r j a w e x t e n d i n g f a r b e y o n d t h e l o w e r : 

t h e u p p e r f o r e t e e t h a r e s h o r t ; t h e l o w e r l o n g , 

s l e n d e r , a n d i n c u r v a t e d : t h e eyes s m a l l , t h e ears 

s e m i t r a n s p a r e n t , s h o r t a n d r o u n d : t h e f u r s o f t 

a n d fine, a n d t h e w h o l e a n i m a l is o f a n e l e g a n t b l u e 

g r e \ / c o l o u r , p a l e r b e n e a t h : t h e e n d o f t h e nose a n d 

t h e f e e t a r e n a k e d a n d r o s e - c o l o u r e d . T h i s a n i m a l 

d i f f u s e s a m u s k y s m a l l , so e x t r e m e l y p o w e r f u l as t o 

p e n e t r a t e a l m o s t e v e r y s u b s t a n c e w h i c h i t t o u c h e s . 

M r . P e n n a n t i n f o r m s u s , t h a t h e has b e e n as­

s u r e d , f r o m g o o d a u t h o r i t y , t h a t i t has b e e n 

k n o w n t o m a k e w i n e i n a w e l l - c o r k e d b o t t l e u n -

d r i n k a b l e , m e r e l y b y p a s s i n g o v e r i t . T h i s seems 

t o b e t h e s a m e a n i m a l w i t h t h a t d e s c r i b e d a n d 

figured i n t h e 7 t h s u p p l e m e n t a l v o l u m e o f t h e 

C o u n t d e B u f f o n ' s N a t u r a l H i s t o r y , u n d e r t h e 

t i t l e o f Musaraigne musquee de l'lnde, A v h i c h is 

s a i d t o h a v e b e e n b r o u g h t b y M o n s . S o n n e r a t f r o m 

B e n g a l : t h e t a i l , h o w e v e r , i n t h i s s p e c i m e n seems 

s h o r t e r t h a n i n t h a t b e f o r e d e s c r i b e d , t h o u g h 

http://1S1.pl
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t h e r e c a n s ca rce r e m a i n a d o u b t as t o t h e i d e n t i t y 

o f t h e species. I t i n h a b i t s fields, b u t is s a i d s o m e ­

t i m e s t o c o m e i n t o houses . I t is f o u n d i n t h e 

E a s t - I n d i a n i s l ands , as w e l l as i n I n d i a , o c c u r r i n g 

i n J a v a , & c . & c . a n d is s a i d t o f e e d c h i e f l y o n 

r i c e . 

W A T E R SHREW. 

Sorex Fodiens. S. supra niger, subtus albus. 
Black Shrew, white beneath. 
S. cauda mediocri subnuda, corpore nigricante subtus cinereo, digitis 

ciliatis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 113. 
Musaraneus dorso nigro ventreque albo. Merret. pin. p. 167. 
Sorex Bicolor. Water Shrew. Naturalist's Miscellany, pi. 55. 
Water Shrew. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 225. 
Musaraigne d'eau. B u f f . 8. p. 64. pi. 11.Jig. 1. 

THIS species is considerably larger than the 

c o m m o n S h r e w , m e a s u r i n g t h r e e i n c h e s a n d t h r e e 

q u a r t e r s i n l e n g t h , f r o m nose t o t a i l , a n d t h e t a i l 

t w o i n c h e s . I t s c o l o u r is b l a c k o n t h e u p p e r 

p a r t s , a n d w h i t e o r o f a v e r y p a l e a s h - c o l o u r o n 

t h e t h r o a t , b reas t , a n d b e l l y : t h e f e e t a re w h i t e , 

a n d b e n e a t h t h e t a i l is a t r i a n g u l a r d u s k y s p o t : 

t h e nose is l o n g a n d s l ende r , a n d t h e ears v e r y 

s m a l l . I t i n h a b i t s v a r i o u s p a r t s o f E u r o p e a n d 

A s i a , a n d is c h i e f l y f o u n d n e a r t h e b a n k s o f r i ­

vers , i n w h i c h i t b u r r o w s , a n d is i n s t a n t l y d i s t i n ­

g u i s h a b l e f r o m t h e c o m m o n S h r e w b y i t s c o l o u r 

as w e l l as size. I t is s a id t o h a v e a k i n d o f 

c h i r p i n g n o t e , l i k e t h a t o f a g r a s s h o p p e r . I t 

b r eeds i n s p r i n g , a n d p r o d u c e s e i g h t o r n i n e a t 
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a b i r t h . T h i s l i t t l e a n i m a l seems t o h a v e b e e n 

s ca rce k n o w n i n F r a n c e t i l l i t w a s o b s e r v e d a n d 

d e s c r i b e d b y D a u b e n t o n i n t h e y e a r 1 7 5 6 , b u t i t 

h a d l o n g b e f o r e t h a t t i m e b e e n k n o w n as a n a t i v e 

o f E n g l a n d , t h o u g h c o n s i d e r e d as a r a r e a n i m a l . 

I t is w e l l figured i n t h e N a t u r a l H i s t o r y o f t h e 

C o u n t d e B u f f o n . I n s o m e p a r t s o f G e r m a n y i t 

is s a i d t o b e k n o w n b y t h e n a m e o f G r a e b e r , o r 

t h e D i g g e r . 

B R A S I L I A N SHREW. 

Sorex Brasiliensis. S.fuscus, dorso striis tribus nigris. 
Brown Shrew, wi th three black stripes on the back. 
Sorex Brasiliensis. Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 115. 
Musaraneus figura muris. Marcgr. bras. p. 229. 
Brasilian Shrew. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 223. 

THIS, which is only known from Marcgrave's 

d e s c r i p t i o n , is s a i d t o h a v e s h a r p nose a n d t e e t h , 

a n d t o b e a b o u t five i n c h e s l o n g , w i t h a t a i l o f 

t h e l e n g t h o f t w o i n c h e s : t h e b a c k is m a r k e d 

w i t h t h r e e b r o a d b l a c k s t r e a k s . I t is a n a t i v e o f 

B r a s i l , a n d M a r c g r a v e p r e t e n d s t h a t i t is a b o l d 

a n i m a l , a n d does n o t f e a r e v e n t h e c a t ; n e i t h e r 

does t h a t a n i m a l p u r s u e i t . 
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S U R I N A M SHREW. 

Sorex Surinamensis. 5. badius, subtus cinereo-Jtavescens, cauda 
corpore breviore. 

Bay Shrew, yellowish ash-coloured beneath, wi th tail shorter 
than the body. 

Surinam Shrew. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 226. 

THIS is said to be about the size of the Water 

S h r e w , w h i c h i t m u c h r e s e m b l e s , b u t is o f a b a y 

c o l o u r above , a n d o f a pa le y e l l o w i s h ash b e n e a t h : 

t h e t a i l , w h i c h is a b o u t h a l f t h e l e n g t h o f t h e 

b o d y , is a s h - c o l o u r e d a b o v e a n d w h i t e b e l o w : t h e 

m u z z l e is w h i t e : t h e ears s h o r t a n d r o u n d e d , l i k e 

t hose o f t h e c o m m o n S h r e w . I t is a n a t i v e o f 

S u r i n a m . 

E L E P H A N T SHREW. 

Sorex Proboscideus. S.fuscus, naso cylindraceo longissimo. 
Brown Shrew, with very long cylindric snout. 
Elephant Shrew. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 226. 

THIS species is of a deep brown colour, and 

o f a t h i c k i s h f o r m , w i t h a s l e n d e r t a i l a b o u t t h e 

l e n g t h o f t h e b o d y , a n d a c y l i n d r i c , l o n g , a n d 

s l e n d e r s n o u t o r u p p e r j a w , s t r e t c h i n g v e r y f a r 

b e y o n d t h e l o w e r : t h e ears a re v e r y l a r g e a n d 

s l i g h t l y p o i n t e d . I t is v e r y i n d i f f e r e n t l y r e p r e ­

s e n t e d i n P e t i v e r ' s G a z o p h y l a c i u m , a n d is s a i d t o 

b e a n a t i v e o f t h e C a p e o f G o o d H o p e . 



5 3 7 

W H I T E - T O O T H E D SHREW. 

Sorex Leucodon. S.fuscus subtus albus, cauda mediocri. 
Dusky Shrew, white beneath, w i th tail of middling length. 
Sorex Leucodon. Schreb. suppl. t. 159. D . 
White-toothed Shrew. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 228. 

THIS seems, from Schrebers figure, to be 

a b o u t t h e size o f t h e c o m m o n S h r e w , a n d is o f a 

d u s k y o r b l a c k i s h b r o w n a b o v e , a n d w h i t e b e ­

n e a t h ; t h e t w o c o l o u r s p r e t t y d i s t i n c t l y s e p a r a t e d 

f r o m e a c h o t h e r , e v e n a l o n g t h e t a i l i t s e l f , w h i c h 

is r a t h e r s h o r t : t h e t e e t h , as t h e n a m e seems t o 

i m p o r t , r e m a r k a b l y w h i t e : t h i s , h o w e v e r , a p p e a r s 

r a t h e r t o o s l i g h t a f o u n d a t i o n f o r a p e r m a n e n t 

t r i v i a l n a m e . 

S Q U A R E - T A I L E D SHREW. 

Sorex Tetragonurus. S. cauda subquadrangula. 
Shrew with subquadrangular ta i l . 
Sorex tetragonurus. Schreb. suppl. 1.159. B . 
Square-tailed Shrew. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 228. 

THIS seems a rather larger species than the 

p r e c e d i n g : i t s c o l o u r is o l i v e - b r o w n a b o v e , a n d 

p a l e c i n e r e o u s b e n e a t h : t h e t a i l b u t s l i g h t l y h a i r y , 

a n d i n c l i n i n g t o a q u a d r a n g u l a r f o r m . T h i s spe­

c ies has n o f e t i d s m e l l . 

v . 1. P . 1 1 . 
3 5 
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W H I T I S H - T A I L E D SHREW. 

Sorex Leucurus. S. svbfuscus, subtus albidus, cauda brevi api-
cem versus albida. 

Brownish Shrew, whitish beneath, with short tail whitish to­
wards the tip. 

Sorex constrictus? Schreb. suppl. t. 159. C. 

THIS appears, from Schreber's figure, to be 

o f t h e size a n d c o l o u r o f t h e c o m m o n S h r e w , a n d 

is w h i t i s h b e n e a t h : t h e t a i l is s h o r t , b r o w n a t t h e 

base , a n d w h i t i s h o r m u c h l i g h t e r as i t p r o c e e d s 

t o t h e t i p . 

C I N E R E O U S SHREW. 

Sorex Unicolor. S. fusco cinereus, cauda basi angustata. 
Dusky-cinereous Shrew, with tail narrowed at the base. 
Unicolore Shrew. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 228. 

THIS is of an uniform dusky-cinereous colour; 

w i t h t h e base o f t h e t a i l n a r r o w o r c o m p r e s s e d . 

I t i n h a b i t s , l i k e t h e t h r e e p r e c e d i n g species, t h e 

n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f S t r a s b u r g h , w h e r e i t was d i s c o ­

v e r e d b y P r o f e s s o r H e r m a n n . 

T h i s species, w h i c h is q u o t e d b y M r . P e n n a n t 

f r o m D r . H e r m a n n , seems a l l i e d t o t h e p r e c e d ­

i n g . 
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M U R I N E SHREW. 

Sorex Murinus. S. cauda mediocri, corpore fusco, pedibus cauda-
que cinereis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 74. 

Brown Shrew, wi th ash-coloured feet and tail , the latter of mid­
dling length. 

Murine Shrew. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 424. 

THIS is about the size of a common Mouse, 

a n d is o f a b r o w n c o l o u r , w i t h p a l e a s h - c o l o u r e d 

f e e t a n d t a i l , w h i c h l a t t e r is r a t h e r s h o r t e r t h a n 

t h e b o d y , a n d b u t s l i g h t l y h a i r y : t h e ears a re 

r o u n d e d a n d a l m o s t n a k e d : t h e s n o u t e l o n g a t e d , 

a n d c h a n n e l l e d u n d e r n e a t h , a n d is a l so bese t w i t h 

l o n g vibr issas . I t i s a n a t i v e o f J a v a . 

P E R S I A N SHREW. 

Sorex Pusillus. S. auriculis rotundatis, cauda brevi subdisticha, 

Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 115. 
Shrew wi th rounded ears, and short subdistichous tail . 
Persian Shrew. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 22J. 

THIS is said to be rather larger than the Suri­

n a m S h r e w , m e a s u r i n g a b o u t t h r e e i n c h e s a n d a 

h a l f : i t is o f a d u s k y - g r e y a b o v e , a n d p a l e a s h -

c o l o u r e d b e n e a t h : i n t h e f o r m o f i t s t e e t h i t is 

n e a r l y a l l i e d t o t h e c o m m o n S h r e w , a n d is a n a ­

t i v e o f t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t s o f P e r s i a . 
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M I N U T E SHREW. 

Sorex Minimis. S. rostro longissimo, cauda nulla. Lin. Syst. 
Nat. Gmel. p. 112. 

Tailless Shrew, with very long snout. 
Minute Shrew. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 

THIS is an extremely small animal, which in­

h a b i t s m o i s t p laces i n S i b e r i a , a n d m a k e s i t s n e s t 

o f l i c h e n s a n d mosses u n d e r t h e r o o t s o f t rees , 

l i v i n g o n g r a i n s a n d seeds, & c . I t is o f a s u b f e r -

r u g i n o u s b r o w n c o l o u r a b o v e , a n d w h i t i s h b e l o w : 

t h e h e a d is l a r g e ; t h e s n o u t v e r y l o n g a n d s l e n ­

d e r , a n d bese t w i t h a r o w o f l o n g w h i s k e r s o n 

e a c h s ide , r e a c h i n g as f a r as t h e eyes. I t has n o 

t a i l : t h e eyes a re s m a l l , a n d t h e ears s h o r t a n d 

n a k e d . I t is s a i d t o r u n s w i f t l y , a n d t o h a v e a 

a v o i c e l i k e t h a t o f a b a t . I t w e i g h s a b o u t a 
d r a m . 

P Y G M Y SHREW. 

Sorex Exilis. S. minimus, cauda crassissima tereti. 
Extremely small Shrew, with very thick cylindric ta i l . 
Pygmy Shrew. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 227. 

THIS is the least of all quadrupeds, weighing 

n o t m o r e t h a n h a l f a d r a m . I n shape a n d c o l o u r 

i t r e sembles t h e c o m m o n S h r e w : t h e nose is v e r y 

l o n g a n d s l e n d e r , a n d t h e t a i l is s l e n d e r a t t h e 
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base, a n d g r o w s v e r y t h i c k t o w a r d s t h e m i d d l e , 

a n d a g a i n g r a d u a l l y t a p e r s t o t h e t i p . I t is a n a ­

t i v e o f S i b e r i a , a n d is s a i d t o b e c o m m o n a b o u t 

t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f t h e r i v e r s J e n e s e i a n d 

O b y . 
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Generic Character. 

Dentes Primores superiores 
duo, distantes; inferiores 
duo, approximati. 

Lanarii superiores utrinque 
quinque, inferiores u t r i n ­
que tres. 

Molares utrinque supra et i n ­
f r a quatuor. 

Dorsum spinis tectum. 

Front-teeth t w o both above 
and be low; those of the 
upper j a w distant, o f the 
lower approximated. 

Canine-teeth on each side, i n 

the upper j a w five, i n the 
lower three. 

Grinders on each side both 

above and below four . 
Body covered on the upper 

parts w i t h spines. 

E U R O P E A N H E D G E H O G . 

Erinaceus Europaeus. E. auriculis rotundatis, naribus cristatis. 
Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 75. 

Hedgehog with rounded ears and crested nostrils. 
Erinaceus auriculis erectis. Briss. Quadr. p. 128. 
Echinus terrestis. Gesn. Quadr. p. 368. Aldr. dig. p. 439. 
Common Hedgehog. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 235. 
Herisson. B i f f . 8.p. 28.pl. 6. 

IF external appearance alone were regarded, the 

H e d g e h o g m i g h t b e a r r a n g e d i n t h e s a m e g e n u s 

w i t h t h e P o r c u p i n e , f r o m w h i c h i t c h i e f l y a p p e a r s 
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t o d i f f e r i n t h e s h o r t n e s s o f i t s q u i l l s o r s p i n e s . 

T h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e t e e t h , h o w e v e r , s h e w s i t t o 

b e l o n g t o a d i f f e r e n t t r i b e . I n d e e d , i f w e t h u s 

a r r a n g e d a n i m a l s f r o m e x t e r n a l a p p e a r a n c e a l o n e , 

w e m i g h t a l so p l a c e i n t h e s a m e t r i b e w i t h t h e 

H e d g e h o g a n a n i m a l e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t i n t h e 

s t r u c t u r e o f i t s m o u t h , a n d i n n o o t h e r p a r t i c u l a r 

a l l i e d t o t h e H e d g e h o g a n d P o r c u p i n e , e x c e p t i n 

i t s q u i l l y c o v e r i n g , v i z . t h e aculeated Ant-Eater, 

a l r e a d y d e s c r i b e d u n d e r i t s p r o p e r g e n u s . 

T h e H e d g e h o g is f o u n d i n m o s t o f t h e t e m ­

p e r a t e p a r t s o f E u r o p e a n d A s i a , a n d , a c c o r d ­

i n g t o M r . P e n n a n t , is a l so seen i n M a d a g a s c a r . 

I t c o m m o n l y m e a s u r e s a b o u t e l e v e n i n c h e s f r o m 

t h e nose t o t h e t i p o f t h e t a i l , w h i c h is a b o u t a n 

i n c h l o n g . I t s c o l o u r is g e n e r a l l y g r e y - b r o w n , 

b u t i t s o m e t i m e s i s f o u n d t o t a l l y w h i t e , o r o f a 

y e l l o w i s h - w h i t e ; i n s t a n c e s o f w h i c h m a y b e seen 

i n t h e L e v e r i a n M u s e u m : s i m i l a r s p e c i m e n s a r e 

a lso f o u n d i n t h e w o r k s o f Seba a n d o t h e r a u t h o r s . 

I t f e e d s p r i n c i p a l l y o n t h e r o o t s o f v e g e t a b l e s ; 

b u t i t a l so eats w o r m s , as w e l l as bee t l e s , a n d 

o t h e r i n s e c t s . I t w a n d e r s a b o u t c h i e f l y b y n i g h t , 

a n d d u r i n g t h e d a y c o n c e a l s i t s e l f i n i t s h o l e , u n d e r 

t h e r o o t s o f s o m e t r e e , o r m o s s y b a n k . I t p r o d u c e s 

f o u r o r f i v e y o u n g a t a b i r t h , w h i c h a r e s o o n c o ­

v e r e d w i t h p r i c k l e s l i k e t h o s e o f t h e p a r e n t a n i m a l , 

b u t s h o r t e r a n d w e a k e r . T h e n e s t is l a r g e , a n d 

is c o m p o s e d o f m o s s . 
T h e H e d g e h o g , w h e n d i s t u r b e d , r o l l s i t s e l f u p 

i n t o a g l o b u l a r f o r m , a n d t h u s p r e s e n t s t o i t s a d ­

v e r s a r y a n i n v u l n e r a b l e b a l l o f p r i c k l e s . F r o m 
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t h i s s ta te o f s e c u r i t y i t is n o t e a s i l y f o r c e d ; 

s c a r c e l y a n y t h i n g b u t c o l d w a t e r o b l i g i n g i t t o 

u n f o l d i t s e l f . I t s w i m s p e r f e c t l y w e l l w h e n t h r o w n 

i n t o w a t e r . 

T h e H e d g e h o g is o n e o f t h o s e a n i m a l s w h i c h , 

d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r , a r e s u p p o s e d t o c o n t i n u e i n a 

s t a t e o f t o r p i d i t y . I n t h a t season i t l i es c o n ­

c e a l e d i n i t s h o l e , s u r r o u n d e d w i t h a b e d o f moss , 

s ecu re f r o m t h e r i g o u r s o f t h e m o s t p i e r c i n g f r o s t , 

a n d a t t h e r e t u r n o f s p r i n g r e c o m m e n c e s i t s w a n ­

d e r i n g s . I t is c o m m o n l y s a i d . t h a t t h e H e d g e ­

h o g , i n o r d e r t o t r a n s p o r t app les a n d o t h e r f r u i t t o 

i t s p l a c e o f r e t i r e m e n t , r o l l s i t s e l f u p o n t h e m , a n d 

t h u s c o n v e y s t h e m o n i t s sp ines . W h e t h e r t h i s 

be a c c u r a t e l y t r u e I w i l l n o t t a k e u p o n m y s e l f t o 

d e t e r m i n e : t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e is r e l a t e d b y A k l r o ­

v a n d u s , w h o t e l l s us t h a t i t p r a c t i s e s t h i s m e t h o d 

o f t r a n s p o r t i n g g r a p e s d u r i n g t h e v i n t a g e . 

T h e H e d g e h o g m a y b e r e n d e r e d i n a c o n s i d e r ­

a b l e d e g r e e d o m e s t i c , a n d has f r e q u e n t l y b e e n i n ­

t r o d u c e d i n t o houses f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f e x p e l l i n g 

t h o s e t r o u b l e s o m e in sec t s t h e Bla t t ae o r C o c k ­

r o a c h e s , w h i c h i t p u r s u e s w i t h a v i d i t y , a n d is 

f o n d o f f e e d i n g o n . I t is i t s e l f a n o c c a s i o n a l a r ­

t i c l e o f f o o d i n s o m e p laces , a n d is s a i d t o b e b e s t 

i n t h e m o n t h o f A u g u s t : t h e y a re u s u a l l y r o a s t ­

e d ; a n d G e s n e r advises t h a t t h e y b e first s t e e p e d 

( a f t e r s k i n n i n g ) i n w a r m w i n e a n d v i n e g a r , a n d 

t h e n l a r d e d w i t h b a c o n , a n d s t u c k w i t h c l o v e s : 

b u t C a s t o r D u r a n t e s seems t o a p p r o v e r a t h e r o f 

t h e i r b e i n g m a d e i n t o a p y e w i t h p l e n t y o f s p i c e 

a n d s e a s o n i n g , i n o r d e r t o o b v i a t e t h e b a d q u a -



E U R O P E A N H E D G E H O G . 5 4 5 

l i t y o f t h e f l e s h , w h i c h , i t seems , i s c o l d i n t h e 

f i r s t d e g r e e ! ! ! 

T h e H e d g e h o g is g e n e r a l l y c o n s i d e r e d as a 

h a r m l e s s i n o f f e n s i v e a n i m a l , b u t ha s b e e n f r e ­

q u e n t l y s u p p o s e d ( a n d t o t h i s d a y t h e n o t i o n p r e ­

v a i l s i n m a n y p l a c e s ) t o s u c k t h e t ea t s o f c o w s 

b y n i g h t , a n d t h u s c a u s e b y i t s p r i c k l e s t h o s e e x -

u l c e r a t i o n s w h i c h a r e s o m e t i m e s seen o n c a t t l e . 

F r o m t h i s a c c u s a t i o n , h o w e v e r , i t is c o m p l e t e l y 

a b s o l v e d b y M r . P e n n a n t , w h o o b s e r v e s , t h a t i t s 

m o u t h is b y f a r t o o s m a l l t o a d m i t o f t h i s p r a c ­

t i c e . T h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n c o n s i d e r s i t as a c r e a ­

t u r e o f a m a l i g n a n t d i s p o s i t i o n , a n d obse rves , t h a t 

o n e w h i c h h e k e p t i n a s t a t e o f c o n f i n e m e n t i n 

a t u b , d e v o u r e d i t s y o u n g ones , t h o u g h s u p ­

p l i e d w i t h p r o p e r f o o d : t h i s , h o w e v e r , is a p h e n o ­

m e n o n i n n a t u r a l h i s t o r y w h i c h o c c a s i o n a l l y t a k e s 

p l a c e w i t h s e v e r a l o t h e r a n i m a l s . 

T h e c r u e l p r a c t i c e o f v i v i s e c t i o n , so c o m m o n 

a m o n g t h e m o r e a n c i e n t a n a t o m i s t s , a n d t o o f r e ­

q u e n t e v e n a m o n g m o d e r n ones , shews , i n a s t r i k ­

i n g m a n n e r , t h e p a t i e n c e o f t h i s c r e a t u r e u n d e r 

t h e m o s t e x c r u c i a t i n g t o r t u r e , s i n c e i t has b e e n 

k n o w n t o u n d e r g o t h i s seve re o p e r a t i o n w i t h o u t 

u t t e r i n g a n y v o i c e o f d i s t r e s s . 

" C l a v i s t e r e b r a r i s i b i pedes , & d i s c i n d i v i s c e r a 

p a t i e n t i s s i m e f e r e b a t ; o m n e s c u l t r i i c t u s s i ne 

g e m i t u , p l u s q u a m S p a r t a n a n o b i l i t a t e c o n c o q u e n s . " 

— B o r r i c h i u s in Bias, de Echino. 

A s a c u r i o u s e x a m p l e o f t h e a b s u r d i t i e s w h i c h 

s o m e t i m e s o c c u r i n t h e w o r k s o f t h e o l d e r w r i t e r s , 

w e m a y o b s e r v e , t h a t , a c c o r d i n g t o A l b e r t u s 
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M a g n u s , t h e r i g h t eye o f a H e d g e h o g , f r i e d i n 

o i l , a n d k e p t i n a brass vessel , i m p a r t s a l l i t s v i r ­

t ues t o t h e o i l , w h i c h , u s e d as a c o l l y r i u m o r 

o i n t m e n t f o r t h e eyes, p r o d u c e s s u c h a c l ea rness 

o f v i s i o n as t o e n a b l e a p e r s o n t o see as w e l l b y 

n i g h t as b y d a y ! ! ! a n d P l i n y a f f i r m s , t h a t i t s g a l l , 

m i x e d w i t h t h e b r a i n o f a b a t , is a g o o d d e p i l a ­

t o r y , o r a p p l i c a t i o n f o r r e m o v i n g s u p e r f l u o u s 

h a i r ! 

B u t , w h a t e v e r v i r t u e s , e i t h e r r e a l o r i m a g i n a r y , 

m a y b e s u p p o s e d e x i s t i n o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e a n i ­

m a l , i t is c e r t a i n t h a t i t s s k i n m a y b e s u c c e s s f u l l y 

u sed as a s u c c e d a n e u m f o r a c l o t h e s - b r u s h , a n d 

was , i n f a c t , a p p l i e d t o t h i s p u r p o s e b y t h e a n ­

c i e n t s . 

W e a re a lso i n f o r m e d b y t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , 

t h a t i t is u s u a l i n s o m e c o u n t r i e s t o m u z z l e ca lves , 

w h e n i t b e c o m e s necessa ry t o w e a n t h e m , w i t h 

t h e s k i n o f t h e H e d g e h o g . 

EARLESS HEDGEHOG. 

Erinaceus Inauris. E. auriculis nullis. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. j$. 
Briss. Quadr. 184. 

Hedgehog without external ears. 
Erinaceus Americanus albus. Seb. mus. 1. p. 78. t. 49. 
Guiana Hedgehog. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 237. 

THIS, on a general view, seems to be nothing 

m o r e t h a n a v a r i e t y o f t h e c o m m o n H e d g e h o g ; 

d i f f e r i n g c h i e f l y , a c c o r d i n g t o Seba, i n h a v i n g 

t h e spines o n t h e u p p e r p a r t s o f t h e b o d y s h o r t e r , 
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t h i c k e r , a n d s t r o n g e r : t h e h e a d , h o w e v e r , i s 

s o m e w h a t s h o r t e r a n d t h e s n o u t b l u n t e r t h a n i n 

t h e c o m m o n H e d g e h o g , a n d t h e r e is n o appea r ­

a n c e o f e x t e r n a l e a r s : t h e w h o l e a n i m a l is a lso o f 

a w h i t e o r v e r y p a l e c o l o u r . I t is f i g u r e d b y 

Seba , w h o t e l l s us h e r e c e i v e d i t f r o m S u r i n a m . 

I t s l e n g t h f r o m n o s e t o t a i l is a b o u t e i g h t i n c h e s ; 

t h e t a i l s c a r c e a n i n c h l o n g ; t h e c l a w s l o n g a n d 

c r o o k e d . 

L O N G - E A R E D HEDGEHOG. 

Erinaceus Auritus. E. auriculis ovalibus longis, naribus cristatis. 

Lin. Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 116. 
Hedgehog wi th long oval ears, and crested nostrils. 

THIS species resembles the common Hedge­

h o g i n f o r m , a n d is f o u n d a b o u t t h e r i v e r Volga, 

a n d i n t h e e a s t e r n p a r t s b e y o n d l a k e Baikal. 

I n s ize i t i s s a i d t o v a r y , b e i n g i n s o m e p laces 

s m a l l e r , a n d i n o t h e r s l a r g e r t h a n t h e c o m m o n 

spec ies , b u t m a y b e i m m e d i a t e l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y 

i t s ea rs , w h i c h a r e l a r g e , o v a l , o p e n , a n d n a k e d , 

w i t h s o f t w h i t i s h h a i r o n t h e i n s i d e , a n d e d g e d 

w i t h b r o w n : t h e l egs a n d f e e t a r e l o n g e r a n d 

t h i n n e r t h a n t h o s e o f t h e c o m m o n H e d g e h o g ; 

a n d t h e t a i l s h o r t e r a n d a l m o s t n a k e d : t h e u p p e r 

p a r t o f t h e a n i m a l is c o v e r e d w i t h s l e n d e r b r o w n 

s p i n e s , w i t h a w h i t i s h r i n g n e a r t h e base, a n d 

a n o t h e r t o w a r d s t h e t i p : t h e legs a n d be l y are 

c o v e r e d w i t h s o f t , w h i t e f u r . I n i t s g e n e r a l m a n ­

n e r o f l i f e t h i s species is s a i d t o r e s e m b l e t h e c o m -
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m o n H e d g e h o g ; t h e f e m a l e p r o d u c e s s i x o r s even 

y o u n g a t a t i m e , a n d is s a i d s o m e t i m e s t o b r e e d 

t w i c e a-year . 

S T R I P E D HEDGEHOG. 

Erinaceus Madagascariensis. E. spinoso-setosus, fasciis longitu-
dinalibus albis nigrisque, rostro longo acuto. 

Hedgehog with spines and long bristles; the body longitudinally 
banded with black and white; with long, sharp-pointed snout. 

E. Ecaudatus E. cauda nulla, rostro longissimo acuto. Lin. Syst. 
Nat. Gmel.p. 117. 

Le Tanrec & Le Tendrac. Buff. 12. p. 438. 
Le jeune Tanrec. B u f f , suppl. 3. p. 214. pi. 37. and 7. p. 301 . 

pi. 76. 
Le petit Tandrek de Madagascar. Sonner. my. 2. p. 146. pi. 93. 
Asiatic Hedgehog. Pennant Quadr. 2. p. 236. 

THIS animal, which is a native of Madagascar, 

was f i r s t d e s c r i b e d b y t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n , u n d e r 

t h e n a m e o f L e T a n r e c ; i t s h o u l d s e e m , h o w e v e r , 

t h a t t h e s p e c i m e n d e s c r i b e d h a d n o t a t t a i n e d i t s 

f u l l g r o w t h , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y d i d n o t e x h i b i t 

w i t h s u f f i c i e n t c lea rness , a l l t h e c h a r a c t e r s o f 

t h e a n i m a l . I t is d e s c r i b e d a n d f i g u r e d b y M r . 

S o n n e r a t i n h i s v o y a g e t o M a d a g a s c a r . M r . 

S o n n e r a t c a l l s i t Le petit Tandreck, a n d says, t h a t , 

a t i t s f u l l g r o w t h , i t m e a s u r e s s e v e n i n c h e s i n 

l e n g t h : i t has t w o i n c i s o r e s i n e a c h j a w , a n d five 

toes , w i t h c l a w s , o n e a c h f o o t ; t h e c l a w s o n t h e 

f o r e f e e t a re m u c h l o n g e r t h a n t h o s e o f t h e h i n d . 

T h e l i m b s a re s h o r t , a n d t h e s n o u t l o n g , a n d t e r ­

m i n a t i n g i n a p o i n t ; a n d i t has n o t a i l . I t i s o f 
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a b l a c k c o l o u r , w i t h five l o n g i t u d i n a l b a n d s o n 

t h e b o d y : a l l t h e b l a c k p a r t s a r e c o v e r e d w i t h 

h a r d h a i r ; t h e w h i t e b a n d s w i t h s m a l l p r i c k l e s , 

a n a l o g o u s t o t h o s e o f a p o r c u p i n e . F r o m t h e 

b l a c k b a n d s o n t h e b a c k s p r i n g l o n g s c a t t e r e d 

h a i r s w h i c h r e a c h t o t h e g r o u n d : t h e h e a d is c o ­

v e r e d w i t h s h o r t b l a c k h a i r s o r p r i c k l e s : t h e s n o u t 

i s w h i t e - , t h e e y e s u r r o u n d e d b y a w h i t e c i r c l e , 

a n d t h e f e e t a r e r e d d i s h . T h e T a n d r e k s m o v e 

s l o w l y , a n d g r u n t l i k e p i g s ; f o r w h i c h r e a s o n t h e y 

a r e c a l l e d G r o u n d - H o g s , o r P i g - P o r c u p i n e , b y 

t h e E u r o p e a n s . T h e y b u r r o w u n d e r g r o u n d , a n d 

r e m a i n t o r p i d t h r e e m o n t h s i n t h e y e a r : t h e y 

h i d e t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e d a y - t i m e , a n d o n l y a p p e a r 

a f t e r s u n - s e t , i n o r d e r t o seek t h e i r f o o d : t h e y 

l i v e c h i e f l y o n f r u i t s a n d h e r b s : t h e i r b o d y is a 

m e r e l u m p o f f a t : t h e n a t i v e s o f M a d a g a s c a r ea t 

t h e m , b u t c o n s i d e r t h e m as b u t a n i n d i f f e r e n t 

f o o d . M a d a g a s c a r is t h e o n l y c o u n t r y i n w h i c h 

t h e T a n d r e k s a r e f o u n d . 

Far. ? 

TANREC. 

Tanrec. Buff. 12. p. 44. p?- 56-

THIS is larger than the former, and is covered 

w i t h s p i n e s o n l y o n t h e t o p a n d h i n d p a r t s o f t h e 

h e a d , t h e t o p a n d s ides o f t h e n e c k , a n d t h e 

s h o u l d e r s : i n t h a t d e s c r i b e d b y B u f f o n , t h e l o n g ­

e s t w e r e o n t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e n e c k , a n d 

s t o o d e r e c t : t h e r e s t o f t h e b o d y was c o v e r e d 
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w i t h y e l l o w i s h b r i s t l e s , a m o n g w h i c h w e r e i n t e r ­

m i x e d s o m e t h a t w e r e b l a c k , a n d m u c h l o n g e r 

t h a n t h e o t h e r s . 

B o t h t h e a b o v e a n i m a l s a re c o n s i d e r e d b y M r . 

P e n n a n t as t h e same species , w h i c h h e n a m e s t h e 

Asiatic Hedgehog. I t i s , a c c o r d i n g t o M r . P e n ­

n a n t , as l a r g e as a R a b b e t w h e n f u l l - g r o w n ; a n d 

n o t o n l y b u r r o w s o n l a n d , b u t f r e q u e n t s s h a l l o w 

w a t e r s . M r . P e n n a n t a lso adds , t h a t , d u r i n g t h e 

t i m e o f i t s l y i n g t o r p i d , i t s h a i r f a l l s o f f . I n D r . 

G m e l i n ' s e d i t i o n o f t h e S y s t e m a N a t u r a e , t h e T e n -

d r a c a n d t h e T a n r e c a re k e p t d i s t i n c t , u n d e r t h e 

n a m e s o f Erinaceus setosus a n d E. ecaudatus. B u t 

M r . P e n n a n t ' s i d e a seems m o s t p r o b a b l e , v i z . t h a t 

b o t h c o n s t i t u t e b u t o n e species , a n d t h a t t h o s e d e ­

s c r i b e d b y t h e C o u n t d e B u f f o n h a d n o t a r r i v e d a t 

t h e i r f u l l g r o w t h . I t is r e m a r k a b l e , h o w e v e r , t h a t 

S o n n e r a t , i n h i s d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e T e n d r a k , says i t 

measu res b u t s e v e n i n c h e s w h e n f u l l - g r o w n . 

M A L A C C A HEDGEHOG. 

Erinaceus Malaccensis. E. auriculis pendulis. Lin. Syst. Nat. 
P- 75-

Hedgehog with long spines and pendulous ears. 
Porcus aculeatus, seu Hystrix Malaccensis. Seb. i . p. 8 1 . t. 5 1 . 

/ • i -
Hystrix brachyura. Lin. Syst. Nat. ed. X. p. 57. 
Malacca Porcupine. Pennant Quadr. i.p. 123. 

THIS species, which seems to have been first 

d e s c r i b e d a n d f i g u r e d b y Seba, has so c o m p l e t e l y 
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t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a P o r c u p i n e , t h a t n o t h i n g b u t 

a s e v e r e a d h e r e n c e t o s y s t e m a t i c a r r a n g e m e n t 

f r o m t h e t e e t h , c o u l d j u s t i f y i t s b e i n g p l a c e d i n 

t h e p r e s e n t g e n u s : y e t e v e n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r seems 

n o t y e t d i s t i n c t l y k n o w n , t h e a n i m a l b e i n g r a r e l y 

i m p o r t e d i n t o E u r o p e . M r . P e n n a n t supposes 

t h a t L i n n a e u s m i g h t h a v e b e e n i n d u c e d t o c o n ­

s i d e r i t as b e l o n g i n g t o t h e p r e s e n t g e n u s , o n ac­

c o u n t o f t h e n u m b e r o f i t s toes, w h i c h a re sa id 

t o b e five o n t h e f o r e f e e t , i n s t e a d o f f o u r , as i n 

t h e P o r c u p i n e . T h e a c c u r a t e B r i s s o n , h o w e v e r , 

c o n s i d e r e d i t as a species o f H e d g e h o g , a n d L i n ­

naeus, i n c o m p l i a n c e w i t h h i s o p i n i o n , t r a n s f e r r e d 

i t f r o m t h e g e n u s H y s t r i x t o t h a t o f E r i n a c e u s . 

T h e p a r t i c u l a r s ize is n o t m e n t i o n e d b y Seba, b u t i t 

a p p e a r s t o b e a l a r g e species , s i nce t h e l e n g t h o f 

i t s q u i l l s is s a i d t o be f r o m a n i n c h t o a f o o t a n d 

h a l f , o n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e a n i m a l . I t is t h e r e ­

f o r e p r o b a b l y a b o u t t h e size o f t h e c o m m o n P o r ­

c u p i n e , a n d t h e y a re v a r i e g a t e d i n a s i m i l a r 

m a n n e r : t h e ears a re l a r g e a n d p e n d u l o u s , a n d 

t h e r e is n o c r e s t o r r u f f o f l o n g e r b r i s t l e s t h a n t h e 

r e s t o n t h e b a c k o f t h e h e a d , as i n t h e c o m m o n 

P o r c u p i n e . 

T h i s is s a i d t o b e t h e a n i m a l f r o m w h i c h is t a ­

k e n t h e p a r t i c u l a r B e z o a r , c a l l e d Piedra del Porco, 

t h e Lapis Hystricis, Bezoar Hystricis a n d Lapis 

Porcinus, o f t h e o l d M a t e r i a M e d i c a , so l o n g a n d 

so h i g h l y e x t o l l e d o n a c c o u n t o f i t s supposed v i r ­

t u e s , w h i c h w e r e s u c h , a c c o r d i n g t o some a u t h o r s , 

as t o p r o d u c e t h e m o s t w o n d e r f u l a n d s a l u t a r y ef -
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f e c t s i n f e v e r s a n d v a r i o u s o t h e r d i s o r d e r s o f a 

m a l i g n a n t n a t u r e . 
I n o r d e r t o e x p e r i e n c e t h e e f f e c t o f t h i s w o n d e r ­

f u l c o n c r e t e , w h i c h is c o m m o n l y a b o u t t h e s ize o f 

a s m a l l w a l n u t , r o u n d , s m o o t h , a n d o f a r e d d i s h 

b r o w n c o l o u r , n o t h i n g m o r e was n e c e s s a r y t h a n 

t o i n f u s e i t f o r s o m e m i n u t e s i n a g lass o f w i n e , 

w a t e r , o r o t h e r l i q u o r , w h i c h was b y t h i s m e t h o d 

i m p r e g n a t e d w i t h a l l i t s v i r t u e s , a n d a d m i n i s t e r e d 

t o t h e p a t i e n t . T h e t r u t h is , t h a t , b e i n g a b i l i a r y 

c o n c r e t i o n , f o u n d i n t h e g a l l - b l a d d e r , i t i s i n ­

t e n s e l y b i t t e r , a n d b e i n g s o l u b l e i n w a t e r , i m ­

p r e g n a t e s t h e f l u i d w i t h i t s b i t t e r n e s s a n d w i t h 

s u p p o s e d a p e r i e n t , s t o m a c h i c , a n d a l e x i p h a r m i c 

v i r t u e s . 

T h e s e c o n c r e t i o n s , w h i c h h a v e n o w l o s t t h e i r 

c o n s e q u e n c e , a n d a r e r e g a r d e d m e r e l y as c u r i o u s 

s p e c i m e n s o f t h e o l d m a t e r i a m e d i c a , w e r e o n c e 

so e s t eemed as t o h a v e b e e n s o l d , w h e n l a r g e a n d 

p e r f e c t , f o r t h e s u m o f f i v e h u n d r e d c r o w n s . 

E N D OF V O L U M E I . 
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