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PREFACE TO THE THIRD REVISED AND
ENLARGED EDITION.

ONCE more has come from its publishers a reminder
that the most recent edition of Swine Husbandry has all
been sold, and the request that some intended revision
shall be speedily prepared, with a view to early supply-
ing the demand which has been continuous since the
work was first announced.

With an aim to having it as nearly as may be abreast
of the times, various changes have been introduced, and
additions made for this issue of facts which were only
recently available. The figures in the introductory
chapter have been brought down to the latest dates possi-
ble. The chapter (somewhat amplified in this edition)
of experiments by Prof. E. M. Shelton, at. the Kansas
State Agricultural College, on ‘“The Effects of Cold
upon Fattening Swine,”” and that by Prof. W. A. Henry,
of the Wisconsin Experiment Station, on ‘‘ Feeding for
Fat and Lean,” will be found not only especially inter-
esting and instructive, but also the most suggestive
recent additions to swine literature. For their arrange-
ment and careful revision especially for this volume,
grateful acknowledgment is hereby made. To Mr.
Charles B. Murray, editor of the C(Wncinnati Price
Current, Hon. L. N. Bonham, and secretaries of the
various swine breeders’ associations, the author is also
indebted for very valuable data furnished.

F. D. CoBUrN.

(®)

Kansas City, KaNsas, 1897,



PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION.

In preparing this work, I have acted upon the belief
that no one man, or any half-dozen men, know all there
is worth knowing on a subject so extensive and important
as that of Swine Husbandry ; still, there are many men
who know something concerning some branch of it, which
they have learned by long experience, careful study, and
close observation, and who have acquired their knowledge
under precisely such conditions and circumstances as to-
day surround many other men, who have neither experi-
ence nor sound advice to guide them.

It has been less my object to make an original book,
filled with fine theories, and the limited experiences of one
individual, than to condense in one small volume, from
all available sources, the conclusions and ideas of the
most practical, successful, observant men who have fol-
lowed the business in our own time, and in our own coun-
try, leaving the reader free to form his own conclusions,
and pursue such methods as shall, with the light before
him, seem most rational and profitable.

As to the choice of breeds of swine, I have my prefer-

(6)



PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION. 4

ences, which will be found freely expressed elsewhere, but
I can fully appreciate the fact, that a breed exactly suited
to the wants of farmers in one locality, might not meet
the needs of those in other portions of the country, who
make pork for different purposes, and under widely dif-
ferent circumstances, and for different markets.

So long as mankind differ about so many other matters,
it is idle to expect them to agree upon any one breed of
swine, or upon one manner of breeding and feeding as
being altogether the best.

Each breed has its champions, and each, in proper
hands, under favorablc circumstances, with congenial
food and climate, has proven itself entirely satisfactory ;
while animals of the same breed, but with different treat-
ment and surroundings, would have been found in every
way unsatisfactory, and discarded for what their owner
considered positive knowledge of their worthlessness.

I am confident that each of the leading breeds has its
place and its merits, and for this reason I have not un-
dertaken to exalt any one of them over another. One
person, by a lucky purchase of animals of a certain breed,
and by proper management, attains unusual success, and
from that time is satisfied in his own mind, that he pos-
sesses a breed incomparably better than any other; at
the same time, some other person, with a breed of entirely
different characteristics, has been even more successful,
and knows, at least to his own satisfaction, that he pos-
sesses the one breed worth having, and cares not to be
told that some other may also be valuable.

If this book shall serve to encourage the keeping of
better swine, in a better, more rational, and consequently
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more profitable way, my labors will not have been in
vain.

To the many correspondents, breeders, and friends, who
proffered assistance and encouragement, and to the nu-
merous journals I have quoted—which I have aimed to
duly credit—I am under lasting obligations, and any suc-
cess this effort attains will be largely due to them.

From the Hon. John M. Millikin (present State Treas-
urer of Ohio), especially, much valuable information has
been obtained.

F. D. CoBURN.
Pomona, Kansas, April, 1877.



SWINE HUSBANDRY

CHAPTER L

INTRODUCTORY TO THE REVISED EDITION—SOME
STATISTICS.

The United States Secretary of Agriculture, in his
Annual Report, estimated the number of hogs in the
United States in 1896 to be, including pigs, 42,842,759,
of an average value of $4.35 each, or a total value of
$186,529,745 ; the highest average valuation per head
being in Rhode Island, $9.80, and the lowest, in Florida,
$2.16. Of the total number, there were, in the fourteen
States that may properly be designated as the Mississippi
valley, viz., Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Ken-
tucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Minunesota, Iowa, Ne-
braska, Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas and Louisiana,
26,949,957 head, or nearly 63 per cent. The average
value per head ranged from $6.27 in Wisconsin, to $2.53
in Arkansas, the total value being $119,156,111. In the
same report, the corn crop in the United States for the
year 1895 is figured at 2,151,138,580 bushels, worth
$544,985,534, of which the fourteen Mississippi Valley
States mentioned above produced 1,691,408,775 bushels,
the farm valuation of which, counted at 22.2 cents per
bushel, or $375,369,569, represented 78.62 of the total
corn crop, and 69 per cent of its value for the entire
Union.

It is no doubt safe to say that few persons have any
‘proper conception of the immensity of the swine-produc-
ing interest in the United States, or are aware that
nearly one-half in numbers and more than one-half in

9



10 SWINE HUSBANDRY.

value of all the swine in the world, are reared and fat-
tened in this country. The distribution of the world’s
supply, according to the most recent available returns,
is shown in the table below, which gives the number in
the United States in 1896, in the United Kingdom in
1896, British North American Provinces in 1894, and in
other countries having 100,000 or more somewhat earlier :

United States...... ....... 42,842,759 | Portugal .........ccoivenies 720,000
RuUSSid..coveerirneneercennns 9,242,997 | Belgium.......ocoievenicnns 646,375
Germany .....ceeveeeneeean. 12,174,288 | Australasia................. 1,027,714
Austro-Hungary ........... 8,353,339 Denmark.....cceevvrveennns 829,131
FTANCE. - o - croieloVe soicle) o sisioioie o oxo 5,860,952 | Sweden......cvvveveaaenanns 682,178
Spain.....oooeiviiiiiiiene., 4,352,000 | Holland ..........cceuvunnnns 543,900
United Kingdom........... 2,878,801 | Argentine Republie....... 350,000
Switzerland................ 565,781 | GIreece.....c.cvvivvurneennnns 175,000
LERLY". 52+ o5 1 eEeTexsregrsjsps spererere 1,800,000 | Cape Good Hope........... 228,764
B. N. A. Provinces......... 1,702,785 | NOTWAY.eeeteeeecroornnonans 120 737
Roumania...ocoeeeeveenenns 926,124 —_—

Totalzvesreg mrase s e 96,023,625

The gradual variation in the number of swine in the
United States during the twenty-five years prior to and
including 1896, is well shown in the following figures.
These are the estimates by the United States Department
of Agriculture, of the number in January of each year:

18724 uvvennnns 31,796,300 | 1881............ 36,227,603 | 1889............ 50,301,592
1873.0ceinnnnn.. 32,632,000 | 1882............ 44,192,200 | 1890............ 51,602,780
1874 . cvvennnnns 30,860,900 | 1883.. 00 .uuu.n.. 431270,086 | 1891............ 50,625,106
1875 . e inennns 28,062,200 | 1884 ... evue.... 44,200,893 | 1892............ 52,398,019
1876 e vennn... 25,726,800 | 1885...0..uu.... 45,142,657 | 1893.... ....... 46,094,807
1877 ceee veeenn 28,077,100 | 1886.... ..uu.... 46,092,043 | 1894 ... veu.... 45,206,498
1878 e ennennns 32,262,500 | 1887............ 44,612,836 | 1895 n 0er.ens 44,165,716
1879...cvunnenn. 34,766,200 | 1888............ 44,346,525 | 1896............ 42,849,759
1880...ccuue.... 34,034,100

Mr. Charles B. Murray, editor of the Cincinnati Price
Current, who is the most prominent authority on figures
pertaining to the subject, estimates the number of hogs
packed in the United States in the twelve months ending
March 1, 1893, 1894, 1895 and 1896, as shown below :

| 1895-96. 1894-95. 1893-94. 1892-93.

Packed in the West........... 15,010,000 | 16,003,000 | 11,605,000 12 390,009
Packed at Boston............. 1,290,000 | 1,748,000 | 1,578,000 | 1,784, 000
Other New England packing. 677,000 698,000 585,000 649 000
Packed at Buffalo............. 463,000 475,000 402,000 455,000
Other Eastern packing....... 173,000 178,000 136,000 128, 000 -

Receipts, N. Y., Phila., Balt..| 2,867,000 | 2,517,000 | 2.483,000 | 2,790,000
TOtAL evtene eneeeeananenanns 20,480,000 | 21,619,000 | 16,789,000 | 18,196,000
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These figures represent only the organized pork pack-
ing of the country, done in cities; and to obtain the ag-
gregate number slaughtered, there should be added those
killed by farmers for home consumption and limited
neighborhood sale, in weight about two-thirds as much
more, and in numbers a somewhat larger proportion.

The exports of live hogs from the United States to
foreign countries are reported by the National Bureau of
Statistics, for each of the twenty-five years named below
(ending June 30th), as follows:

1871....

1872
1873
1874
1875...

1876.
1877.

The exports of bacon (including sides, hams and
shoulders), pork and lard, to foreign countries, as offi-
cially reported by the Statistical Bureau, for each of the
twenty-five years ending June 30, were :

AverageEx-
Bacon, lbs. | Pork, 1bs. | Lard, Ibs. [port Value,|Total value.
cts. per lb.

1871 71,446,854 39,250,750 80,037,297 12.05 $22,992,023
1872 246,208,143 57,169,518 199,651,660 8.99 45,426,519
1873 395,381,737 64,147,461 230,534,207 8.88 61,274,987
1874 7,405,405 70,482,379 205,527,471 9.38 58,500,639
1875 250,286,549 56,152,331 166,869,393 12.08 57,184,630
1876 327,730,172 54,195,118 168,405,839 12.32 67,837,963
1877 460,057,146 69,671,894 234,741,233 10.64 81,371,491
1878 592,814,351 71,889,255 342,766,254 8.60 86,687,858
1879 732,249,576 84,401,676 326,658,686 6.90 78,738,674
1880 759,773,109 95,949,780 374,979,286 6.89 84,838,242
1881 746,944,545 107,928.086 378,142,496 8.49 104,660,065
1882 468,026,640 80,447,466 250,367,740 10.37 82,852,946
1883 340,258,670 62,116,302 224,718,474 11.32 70,966,268
1884 389,499,368 60,363,313 265,094,719 9.75 69,740,456
1885 400,127,119 72,073,468 . 283,216,339 8.59 64,883,110
1886 419,788,796 87,267,715 293,728,019 7.13 57,125,408
1887 419,922,955 85,869,367 321,533,746 7.45 61,658,685
1888 375,439,683 58,900,153 297,740,007 8.10 59,299,852
1889 400,224,646 64,133,639 318,242,990 8.52 66,716,097
1890 608,490,956 80,068,331 471,083,598 7.35 85,281,174
1891 599,085,665 82,136,239 498,343,927 7.19 84,908,698
1892 584,776,389 80,714,227 460,045,776 7.56 85,116,566
1893 473,936,329 53,372,366 365,693,501 9.46 84,554,822
1894 503,628,148 64,744,528 447,566,867 9.19 93,433,552
1895 558,044,099 58,266,893 474,895,274 8.22 89,696,768
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The quantity and value of lard oil exported in the
twenty-five years subsequent to and including 1871, end-
ing June 30, is stated as follows :

Year. | Gallons. | Value. ngléla?l. Year. | Gallons.| Value. 1;?1221.
1871 | 147,802 | 153,850 | 104.00 | 1882 | 712,606 | 504,218 | 70.75
1872 533,147 432,483 81.12 1885 916,157 555,426 60.63
1873 | 388836 | 298,751 | 76.31 | 1886 | 973.229 | 500,011 | 51.38
1874 252,677 203,317 80.50 1887 975,163 519,274 53.25
1875 146,594 147,384 100.54 1888 930,616 509,514 54,73
1876 146,323 149,156 101.93 1889 861,303 542,897 63.03
1877 347,305 281,551 81.07 1890 |1,214,611 663,343 54.61
1878 11,651,648 994,440 60.21 1891 (1,092,448 562,986 51.63
1879 11,963,208 |1,087,923 52.87 1892 901,575 496,601 55.08
1880 1,507,596 816,447 54.15 1893 486,812 336,613 69.14
1881 836,255 558,576 66.79 1894 681,081 449,571 66.00
1882 506,259 434,124 85.75 1895 553,421 304,093 55.00
1883 379,205 353,184 93.14

The following table shows the distribution of American
hog products by exportation to the principal purchasing
countries, and the quantities taken by each, and their
value, during the year ending June 30, 1895 :

Countries. * Bacon, lbs. Pork, lbs. Lard, Ibs.

United Kingdom......... 436,010,562 14,268,862 184,251,911
FUADCE . vevvnnvenennnnnns 9,842,048 236,600 34,665,360
Germany.....c..ceeeveennns 15,137,893 2,149,850 104,121,137
Belgium.....voeveuennnnns 40,026,963 258,000 38,163,335
Netherlands...o..oo.n... 9,631,192 491,282 28,456,561
Denmark .....cooeveenenn 458,019 | ........ 6,952,467
Sweden and Norway..... 2,618,924 167,900 3,357,535
Spain.......cceeveviieiennn. 60,316 | @ ........ 70,134
TEAIYeencoeeeneecanneenannn 20,916 | ... 625,760
o Y 9,067,529 462,640 30,672,512
HAY oo 0 rerers AeiaToterers. 332,032 13,507,550 3,267,090
POrto RiCO..covvvervennnns 1,079,633 3,285,200 3,414,798
British West Indies...... 596,378 7,469,033 2,430,443
MEXICO. v rrnnnnerenereecens 297,599 2,068 1,908,076
Brazil.........ooiviiinnnns 22,582,582 1,123,292 12,556,491
Colombia. «.evvvneanrennn. 98,902 83,314 1,928,235
Venezuela .....coeveenenes 680,551 25,200 6,754,790
British Guiana........... 263,803 2,885,190 395,347
PERLxcll. (e « « « - EEEmnttri 18,316 15,100 89,851
Quebee, Ont., ete.t....... 7,124,426 4,757,080 2,139,740
Nova Scotia, ete.......... 66,798 1,208,443 71,112
Newfoundland, ete....... 203,228 2,020,340 187,081
Al Other...cveverenenennn. 1,825,490 3,849,949 8,415,008

Total .......ccvveennnn. 558,044,099 58,266,893 474,895,274

Value....cocovveennn.n $48,736,860 $4,138,400 $36,821,508

* Includes sides, hams and shoulders.
tIncludes Manitoba, Northwest Territories and British Columbia.

Below is seen the total number of hogs packed in the
West during winter seasons, and cost of hogs per one
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hundred pounds gross, for fifty years, according to Cin-
cinnatt Price Current special reports :

Season. No. Cost. Season. No. Cost.
1895-96.. cec0ense 6,815,800 $3.08 1869-70.....000ne 2,635,312 $9.22
1894-95....00ccn. 7,191,520 4.28 1868-69...0000.ns 2,499,873 8.18
1893-%4.......... 4,884,082 5.26 1867-68.0 ceveennn 2,781,084 6.36
1892-93..ccee et 4,633,620 6.54 1866-67...ceeeens 2,490,791 5.78
1891-92.. v euuens 7,761,216 391 || 186566.......... 1,785,955 9.34
189091.......... 8,173,126 3.54 186465. «ouvnn.s 2,422,779 11.46
1889-90.......... 6,663,802 3.66 1863-64.....0 0000 3,261,105 5.36
1888-80.000ee e 5,483,852 4.99 1862-63.. ..cvvenn 4,069,520 3.36
18878810 ueunenne 5,921,181 5.04 || 1861-62.......... 2,893,666 2.42
1886-87.. cevevnns 6,439,009 4.19 1860-61.......... 2,155,702 4.57
1885-86.. ... ... 6,298,995 3.66 1859-60.......... 2,350,822 4,73

6,460,240 429 || 1858-59.......... 2,465,552 5.02
5,402,064 5.18 1857-58 .. vevnrens 2,210,778 3.89
6,132,212 6.28 1,818,468 4.75
5,747,760 6.06 2,489,502 4.60
6,919,456 4.64 2,124,404 3.37
6,950,451 4.18 2,634,770 3.35
7,480,648 2.85 2,201,110 4,81
6,505,446 3.99 1,182,846 3.56
5,101,308 5.74 1,332,867 3.00
4,880,135 7.05 1,652,220 2.13
5,566,226 6.66 1,560,000 3.75
- 5,466,200 4.34 1,710,000 2.60
5,410,314 3.73 800,000, 2.85
4,831,558 4.12 900,000 3.90
3,695,251 5:26) W) W s it cm Al 2o e .

The following table indicates the average gross weights
of hogs packed in the West during winter seasons for
fifteen years, the average pounds of lard yielded per hog,
and their cost per one hundred pounds alive.

Gross Weight, | Lbs. of Lard Cost Alive

Season. per hog. all kinds. ~ | per 100 lbs.
1895-96.. ccvecerecinriannaann 240.71 35.53 $3.68
1894-95.. e vvieeeiennnatnanns 232.73 33.62 4.28
1893-94.. ccvtiiit it iinaann 248.20 36.07 5.26
1892293, . 5 i 5 ey 52 227.73 31.66 6.54
1891-92.. -ttt ciiiiinaaan 247.64 34.69 3.91
1890-91....cciiit viiniiin annn 239.75 33.45 3.54
1889-90.. ... vveiiiniinanns 250.92 36.37 3.66
1888-89.. cceeticecaarccncanns 263.46 34.76 4.99
188788 o o - Phner s s TR e 242.30 31.06 5.04
1886-87...vieeennnrvinncons 251.31 33.54 4.19
1885-86.. ccve civnnnnnnns Ceean 258.98 35.22 3.66
1884-85.. ot iiir it iisnnans 266.51 36.02 4.29
1883-84.. c.iiiiii it 251.44 33.25 5.18
1882-83.. s iiie it ciinaann 267.02 35.43 6.28
1881-82.. ccvtiiiiiiiiiiin i, 262.70 36.44 6.06

The average live weight of hogs, average cost per one
hundred pounds live weight, and percentage yield of
lard from those packed at the points named, in the win-
ter seasons of 1894-95 and 1895-96, is shown as follows :
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Average Weight.

Cost, 100 1bs.

Lard percent,

1895-96. | 1894-95. | 1895-96. | 1894-95. | 1895-6.
Chicago .............. 248.59 246.61 $3.81 $4.36 15.59
Kansas City..........[ 243.53 234.29 3.57 4.16 15.02
South Omaha........ 268.25 | 208.95 . 3.55 4,13 14.62
St. Louis............. 224.73 223.61 3.68 4.28 14.25
Indianapolis ........ 213.60 225.97 3.62 4,34 15.42
Cincinnati ........... 233.46 235.57 3.71 4.35 15.65
Milwaukee .......... 243.91 228.22 3.67 4.46 12.55
Cndahy .............. 239.50 224.00 3.68 4.35 11.48
Cleveland. eeee] 190.00 188.00 3.85 4.40 12.70
St. Paul............... 225.00 230.00 3.65 4.15 14.22
Cedar Rapids........| 244.00 226.00 3.52 4.15 13.93
Ottumwa. ............ 226.00 218.00 3.50 4.15 13.27
Louisville... ....... 224.21 227.91 3.67 4.39 13.70
Sioux City............ 264.00 220.00 3.46 4.15 15.15
Detroit............... 211.00 215.13 3.80 4.35 13.27
St. Joseph............ 265.00 240.00 3.45 4.15 15.09
Nebraska City....... 278.00 235.00 3.53 4.15 14.03
Des Moines........... 256.00 222.00 3.50 4.09 15.23
Keokuk ...... ....... 235.00 215.00 3.50 4.19 14.04
Lincoln ........c..... 249.00 215.00 3.51 4.00 13.25
All points...... o T 240.71 232.73 3.68 4.28 14.76

185495

15.28
14.20
14.44
14.11
14.76
18.57
12.70
11.60
13.30
13.43
13.27
13.30
11.85
13.63
13.94
12.91
13.38
14.41
13.72
11.16
14.44
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CHAPTER IL

COMPARATIVE VALUE OF THE HOG PRODUCT.

The 1mportance and value to our people of the swine
grown in the United States, compared with other kinds
of live stock, as shown by official figures, and records
that are beyond question, are quite astonishing to those
who, for the first time, have them brought to their at-
tention. So long as these animals bring to the coffers
of Americans more money than any other single agricul-
tural product, unless it may be wheat or cotton, they are
certain to occupy a very high position in the estimation
of the producers. Of the money-producing value of
swine, as compared with cattle, Hon. John M. Millikin,
of Ohio, one of the most experienced and intelligent ob-
servers in this direction that our country has ever had,
several years ago made some careful estimates, based on
authentic data, that reveal what to many will be a con-
dition of affairs not before suspected. Basing his figures
on the United States Census for 1870, he says: ¢ The
number of cattle then in the country was 23,820,508, and
of swine 25,703,813. In the five stock producing States
of Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri,
there were 6,031,819 cattle, and 10,446,198 swine, the
excess of the latter over the former being about or up-
wards of 70 per cent. In view of the above, from which
source do the people of the States named derive the
largest amount of money per annum?

““The question cannot be answered with entire accu-
racy, because there are no certain data by which to
determine the number or percentage of each kind of ani-
mals sold, or the price realized for each head, and yet the
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result can be closely approximated. Cattle are usually
sold at ages varying from three to six years; milch cows
and working catti, which constitute 42 per cent of the
entire number, as above stated, generally attain an age
exceeding six years before they are sold to go out of ihe
country. As cattle, including all classes, have to arrive
at an age above three years, it is safe to say there are not
more than one-fourth the number enumerated sold in each
year. With hogs it is quite different. They are shipped
off at an average age of about fifteen months, and it is
therefore fair to assume that at least four-fifths of the
hogs enumerated in 1870 were sold within a year from
the time of enumecration.

““Upon these data let us make a calculation :

““Upon the hypothesis stated, that one-fourth of the
cattle enumcrated would be sold during the year, there
would be sold 1,507,954. Estimating the average value
of the same as consumed upon the farm, or sold and
shipped at $30 per head, they would amount to the
sum of $45,238,620. The total number of hogs in the
above States being 10,446,198, four-fifths of which were
sold during the year, would make the number sold
8,356,952. Estimating these on the farm, when sold or
consumed, at the moderate price of $8 per head, the to-
tal value is $66,955,672, making the excess received per
annum for hogs, over amount received for cattle, in the
five States named, $21,717,052.

¢TI am aware that the above showing will be satisfac-
tory to only a few persons, and that it will be sharply
criticised by others. I have made it upon the above data,
with a view to seeing what the result would be, and not
with a view of depreciating the value and advantages of
raising cattle, nor of unduly exalting the business of rais-
ing pork.”

At the present time, Chicago is considercd the greatest
live stock market in the world, and the statistics of the
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live .stock trade .there, for the year 1873, disclose. the
startling  fact ,that. swine not only brought. more money
into the pockets of the people than sty other description
of live stock, dut more than . .all vther kinds together, as
niay be seen by an examination of the following table of
actual receipts and actual sales in the open market :

borawe 1o Reeeipts 2211t b av i) 1 Sules,
e COBIC e eenreneerarseees, TBLA28 oiyi () $35,264,260 1
B Y AN 201734 875,000
7ot HoOrseBuviveveeersniaaanns ‘20289 it i 2028902»,&
Hogs......cooovnens. ,...4 337 750 via] 53 153 000 .

,*From these, ﬁdures, it 1s seen that the value of the
hogs ‘marketed there, exceeded that of all other live stock
by nearly. $15,000,000, and this.does not include any part

{ the. value of the dressed hogs, lard, barrelled pork, and
cut meats received, the cash value of which amounted to.
$8,444,494, in the same perlod maklng a total value of
$61,597,494. g ! el
i, Chicago also boasts of bemg the leadmg gmm market
of the world, and during the same year (1873), her trade
was a prosperous one, the recelpts aggregating 10,000,000
bushels more than in the previous year, and the cstimated
value of this vast quantity. was $63,500,000, scarcely
$2,000,000 more than the value of the hogs and hog pro-
ducts handled in the same market in that year.. ...,

The value of the hog product exported in 1872 from the
United States, exceeded $45,000,000, of which England
alone took $22,247,167,—more than the entire exporta-
tion of cattle products for the same year.

With our fertile, and seemingly inexhaustible soils,
both npon the broad prairies and countless creek and river
bottoms, the great staple crop is, and ever will be, Indian
corn—the grain above all others best adapted to the pro-
duction of pork; and it is by and through these enor-
mous corn crops that we do and can hold the pork markets
of the world at command.

Those who prepare for pork-making with well defined
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plans, and pursue them with system and regularity, keep-
ing none but the best breeds and their crosses, can be
quite certain of realizing more satisfactory prices for their
corn, taking the seasons together, than by selling it at
ruling prices, even at their own doors ; while if hauled
from home, its cost is increased in proportion to the dis-
tance, from five to fifteen cents per bushel.

To illustrate the importance of raising the better grades
of hogs, we will use some figures from a circular issued by
the ¢ Cincinnati Merchants’ Exchange” a few years since,
which says : ‘“ Whole number of hogs packed during the
past season, at the principal points in the United States,
was 4,782,403 ; aggregate weight, 1,349,630,955 pounds,
or an average weight of 282'|, pounds. The total amount
of money paid for same was $55,818,711.”—If well bred,
well fed, well cared for, and properly fattened, they should
have averaged one hundred pounds more per head, adding
to the aggregate weight 478,240,300 pounds, which, at
four cents per pound, would have added to the wealth of
the producers, in a single year, the snug sum of $19,129,-
612. Truly no insignificant increase of one year’s receipts,
and on the same basis amounting in twenty years to
$382,592,240—money enough to lift the mortgages from
the farms of a large number of worthy gentlemen who
think that one hog s just as good as another.
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CHAPTER III. 3 ]
THE POLAﬁD-CHINAs.

Probably no questions have been more frequently pro-
pounded to -agricultural and live stock journals, than
those as tothe origin, history and correct name of the
large spotted hogs, exceedingly popular in the Western
States, and which are called, by different breeders, and
in -different localities, by a great diversity of names.
Among the names which have been given them, are:
“Magle ” ¢ Batler Couuty,” ¢ Warren County,” ¢ Mi-
ami Valley,” “Poland,” ¢“Poland and China,” ‘“Great
Western,” “Shaker,” ¢ Union Village,” ¢ Dick’s Creek,”
T Gregory s Creek,” ‘“ Moore,” and others ; and inquiries
are frequent as to their characteristics, and if all the
hogs thus named are not the same breed, which is best ?
The wranghngs and discussions, by :the-breeders and
friends of the different strains of these hogs,.as to their
orlgm, the most suitable and’ expressive name for the
breed, and ‘who should have most credit for efforts to
perfect and bring them into popular favor, would, if
published, fill volumes. The following, prepared by
Hon. L. N. Bonham, who has for many years been not
only a citizen of Butler county, but a breeder of these
hogs, and who has made them and their higtory a long
study, was adopted ‘in. 1887, by the Natmnal Swine
Breeders’ Association, as the official history of thwbreed
and hence it is given here as the. accepted version; in
lieu of what has before been published on thls great and
foremost family of pork makers : .

The Poland-China hog originated in the Mlam.l valley, and
it is nowhere apparent that it originated from the purpose or
work of any one individual. | The conditions. of soil, climate,
produce, and markets of that region, all favored the business

21
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THE POLAND-CHINAS, 23

of swine growing, and, as a result, early in the history of Ohio
Cincinnati became, for a time, the greatest pork-packing cen-
ter in the world, and made pork producing the most profitable
feature of farming in the surrounding country.

The farmers of Kentucky and Ohio were deeply interested
in the common effort to meet the demands of the market, and
secure the best possible rewards for their labor and enterprise.
Before the advent of improved roads, canals and railways, the
concentration of farm products into animals that could be
driven to market, induced a general improvement of not only
the swine, but the cattle also, of that region. Under the com-
mon law of selection, as well as by importation of improved
breeds, by the peculiarly favorable conditions of climate, feed
aud water, by the influence of trade and fashion, the Poland-
China breed of swine originated and developed from the com-
mon hog of the Miami valley, until it has become the leading
breed of the State and many parts of the country.

It is greatly to be regretted that in the earliest bistory of
this breed, we had not, in Ohio and in the West, such facilities
for making a record of the work done and means employed by
the farmers of the Miami valley, as we now have in the nu-
merous and able stock journals and agricultural papers of this
day.

Prior to 1839 there was no paper in the West specially inter-
ested in agriculture or live-stock matters. Hence most of the
earliest history of the breed, and of swine raising in the West
prior to that date, is purely traditional. Happily, however,
about the time the interest in pork growing became the lead-
ing. feature of agriculture in the Miami valley, the Western
Farmer was started in Cincinnati, in September, 1839. Its
editor, Thomas Affleck, was a man of intelligence and a lover
of stock. Associated with him was Charles Foster, who was
skillful with his pencil as well as with his pen, and left many
well executed cuts and descriptions of animals of southern
Ohio and northern Kentucky. The written testimony of these
two men may be accepted as the most accurate and valuable
of any now available.

The history of the English breeds has been better preserved
in the writings of Prof. Low, and earlier English writers.
That of the Berkshires is, perhaps, best known of any existing
breeds. It is valuable as a help to show how breeds originated.
The history of these two best known breeds illustrates forcibly
a principle in breeding announced by Prof, Brewer, of New



24 SWINE HUSBANDRY.

Haven. If is this:  ‘‘A breed -of animals. is. never made by.
crossing two-and only two distinet breeds, and preserving the-
better qualities of both. I am not aware,” he says, ¢ that
there is any such case on record, among all the countless:
breeds of- our domestic. animals. ; But' new breeds. are often
made of several original breeds by-a selection. from the mon-
grel progeny.” ! pardt g e o soe abdiesiag Beond oe  snne e
-.The eveolution of-the Berkshlre from ,the old . Enghsh hog,
the Chinese; the-Neapolitan,. the .Siamese, illustrates this. prin-.
ciple, though it.has eoccupied nearly-a. century of time and
study of many indefatigable: breeders..i1Its history is full of
interest to all breeders of swine, because it is better under-
steod, being more fully recorded in the current writings of
this epoch’ than that of any other breed of swine,.-Now;.as
this breed is so important a factor .in the early history of
swine breeding in the Miami valley, we may first consider it,
to better understand the part played by the several breeds ems
ployed in the make-up of the one. breed, which, following the
law.of ¢ survival of the fittest,” has survived.and. superseded
all the others, and has become the chief in the counties .and
State where it had its origin. i« fueildl 5dd 1 crmmieer bl

. 1.
{ ATRRY ive gy

THE BERKSHIRE ELEMENT. .

: By noting -characteristios of the several -breeds employved in
the early formation of the Berkshire breed, one may see why
they were used;:and where the lop.earsy:sandy. or reddish-
brown: . color, spotted with: black, :described by Prof. Low in
1842, came from. ., Then, by following -along down a ‘quarter
of a century, one will see how, by selection, these undesired
features were ieliminated, and how, by judicious crossing and
seleetion, have been substituted the erect ear, the solid black
eoleor, artistioally relieved-by the. clean white on the face-and
feetranfdﬂtip of the‘t,a;ilu Hirs an Hovr co by miogy eid i tytllide
o Neoarkistls brush-eould -place the:colors -more deftly-and-in
more complete harmony. The art of the breeder.is. further
handsemely-iHustrated. in the melding of the-approved.form;
the graceful outline, and in securing a harmeny of colors now
aecepted: as that of the ideal standard Berkshire.: But this
was ‘reached: only by persistent-and long-continued selection
and -use of crosses .intended 4o eliminate -or:eorrect. the unde-
sirable .eharacteristics of the: early. specimens -of this neted
breed. 1 A.'B. Allen 'says that in 1841, aged men in Berkshire,
England, told him that the breed had.been known by them
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from earliéﬁt childhiood, and yet he and' they were still using'/
Siamese Crosses—so persmtent ‘'were the original colors and
traits and tendencies to reversion to the hateful characteristics:
of the old English hog, such as slow ‘feeding, coarseness of
ear, hair and form, and the mixed, uncertain colors. ' Prof.

Low tells of the use of the Chinese boars as late as 1842; to

reﬁne and’ 1mprove the feedmg quahty of ‘thls long-known
breed = Hend it i Ber g

1elys a4y

.\ .. ... MONGRELS, OR MIXED BREEDS.

1 "-

The Bedfords, or ‘Woburns, are Spoken 'of in the Genesee
Farmer of 1838, as having strenuous advocates in’Massachu-
setts and near Baltimore. In Bedfordshire,” England, the’
Duke of Bedford “who was a successful breeder of Berkshires,
is spoken of as an advocate of the Bedfdrds as a most prohﬁc
breed. © ' % ' ‘ '

In Massachusetts, the name of Woburn was given the breed.
Youatt says of them (p. 96):" ‘“Some admirable pigs were
sent- to the great cattle shows of London. They were crosses
of various kinds, in which it appeared to us the Suffolk strain
was prevalent.” : . Affleck (p. 86), in his chapter.,on hogs in
Ohio and Kentucky, says: ‘‘The variation.in the, character
of therhalf dozen different sorts .of Bedfords is also great in
size, color and form.” : He believes -those;in America were
descended from an:importation by a,Mr. Parkinson, an Eng-
lishman, who lived near Baltimore some eighty odd years ago.
These-were most probably a mongrel from use of Berkshire
and Bussex- hogs.,. As bred.in Kentucky and Ohio in 1840,
Mr. Affleck .says: ““They ;vary a good deal in appearance.
The head, neck and .ears are fine, the latter somewhat rounded
and leaning. forward and outward; the. shoulder generally
goed, theugh from. close breeding there is.a.sinking back of
the- shoulder' in a 'majority of them; the back otherwise re-
markably fine, slwhtly arched, very broad, the tibs comlng
finely out and supporting the belly better than is common in
any other breed; the loins slender, but high above the shoul-
ders to &’ very great degree; the rump drooping rather sud-
‘dénly; the ham large, but not as thick and round as it might
‘be; twist fair; the flank in sorhie good, in others badly tucked ;
the legs generally s0 good as to resemble those of a deer much
more than of a hog; the bones stout and, though'large, not
too much for an animal of their size, which is equal to 500 or
600 pounds at eighteen months or two years, with good: keep;
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the skin good and the handling very fine; the hair long,
coarse and harsh; said to fatten kindly at any age and upon a
less amount of food than any others.” The celebrated Banter
pigs were of this breed, and fed against a pair of imported
Berkshires, ¢ beat them a long way.”

As to color, ‘‘some were white and some were sandy, with
numerous large black spots.” The same writer says of the
improved Berkshire of 1840, he fully believes ¢‘ they will sur-
pass the Woburns on similar keep.” Hesays: *‘Theimproved
Berkshire more nearly approaches the ne plus ultra of a per-
fect animal of this kind than any other. His form is perfect;
his legs are, however, too frequently faulty, though by no
means always so.”

The Berkshire was first introduced. into the Miami valley in
1835, by Mr. Munson Beach and Mr, John Reed, from Albany,
N. Y., the former bringing a boar, Dick Johnson, and the
latter a sow, Superior.

BYFIELDS.

In 1838, the Genesee Farmer speaks of a formidable rival to
the Bedfords as having arisen in the eastern part of Massachu-
sefts. Essex county claims the honor of originating it as fol-
lows: ¢ A farmer in Byfield found, accidentally, in the mar-
ket, a pig of remarkable appearance, and this laid him the
foundation of the breed known as the Byfield breed.”

Mr. Affleck described them as he found them in Warren and
Butler counties, Ohio, in 1842, where then they were highly
esteemed as a cross with the Russian. He says: ¢ Byfields
are of great size, white, with heavy lopped ears, flat-sided,
but of great length, and others that are beautifully white,
their ears small, pointing to their nose, broad back, deep chest,
large jowl, short nose, dished face and thin hair.” (P. 86,
Affleck,) Different grade crosses of these and Russian, and
again with the Chinas, have produced the large hog known as
the Warren County hog.

THE IRISH GRAZIER.

In 18389, three Irish pigs were brought to Cincinnati by the
father of W. W, Greer, of Oxford, Ohio. These pigs were
brought, as thousands of others have been before, to America
by emigrants from all parts of the world. Mr. Greer, Sr.,
lived near the seacoast, where they raised vast quantities of
potatoes, on which the hogs were raised and fattened. Martin
(p. 98) says of Irish pigs: ¢‘The plan of fattening on potatoes
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is not calculated to do justice to the most approved breeds.”
He further says (p. 98): ‘Latterly the introduction of some
of our best breeds (from England) with which to cross the old
Irish swine, had been attended with decided success, although
there is room for further improvement. Berkshire, Suffolk,
Yorkshire and some Chinese boars and sows have been intro-
duced.” Thus we see that the so-called Irish Grazier imported
into Ohio was a mongrel. These Greer pigs went into the
hands of William Neff, a pork packer of Cincinnati, with
whom Mr, Greer was employed in cutting pork the first winter
of his residence in Ohio.

Mr. Neff also imported other Irish pigs and sent them into
Warren County, where their impress on the swine of that
region was marked and favorable.

Mr. Affleck, speaking of the boar, Poppet, imported by Wm.
Neff, said : ‘He would weigh about 450 or 500 pounds when
matured, and is a very finely formed animal.” Some of that
importation and their descendants carry their ears pricked;
they have fine length, a splendid barrel, good legs and very
fair hams. The hair is scant, though fine, and the skin un-
pleasantly scurfy but handling well. The cross of the Berk-
shire boar and Irish sow was called Bettys, and was considered,
by many, better stock than either. In this connection, Mr.
Affleck said, in 1842: ¢ The Berkshires, Woburns and the
Irish Graziers seem to us the most likely to be of most use,
and are certfainly those attracting most attention at this
time” (1842).

In the Western Stock Journal of 1870, published by J. H.
Sanders & Co., at Sigourney, Iowa, T. J. Conover said: ¢ The
Irish Grazier is white, with a few spots of black; upright ears,
light jowl, fine coating, and would fatten at any age. They
are the stock of hogs that gave the Poland-Chinas their fine
coating and symmetrical form.” He also said: ¢‘John Hark-
rader took an interest in the Irish Grazier and commenced an
improvement on that breed.”

THE RUSSIAN HOG.

Of this breed, Cuthbert Johnson, in his Cyclopedia of Rural
Affairs, after describing the several fresh breeds of swine,
speaks of ‘‘other European breeds.” Among these he names
the Polish and Russian breed as one and the same, and de-
scribes it as being “generally small, and of a reddish or yel-
lowish color.” Albert D. Thaer, of Germany, in his great
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work, The 'Principles of Agriculture, 1810-12, in enumerating ;
and desetribing ‘the breeds of swine in North Germany, says:
““The breeds of swine best: known in North Germany, but nev- |
ertheless crossed: in various ways, are the following: Molda-
vidh, 'Wallachian' and Bothnian pigs, distinguished by great ,
size, dark gray color and very large ears. ) -..o.- @ . .0 .
"“The next class namied -is the Polish, or, more properly
speaking, Podolian pigs, also very |large, but of a yellowish
color, and having a 'broad brown stripe along the spine.. These .
two races furnish very:large pigs for fattening, but they re-
quire a proportionately large quantity of food; besides, they
aré not very productive; {the sows seldom, have more than
thrée, four or five young ones at a birth.”,.! . 5, ) 0y o
‘We are all well aware that what.Thaer has here said of. this
Polish or Podolian pig of North Germany has been the reliance,
of sbme'who have tried to.argue the Russian hog-out of exist-
ence. 'Though the two tawny breeds agree in the, stripe down
the back, Thaer says: ‘“The Polish breed seldom has more
than three or four orifive young ones at: a litter,” while it is
notoriotis that the Reds and their English. ancestors are most
prolific. ' It is not- probable. that they are of similar origin,
That there was a large white breed, known by the farmers of
Ohio as 'much as-seventy-five years ago as .the Russian hog,
there is abundance of living and written testimony., James E,
Letton, of Millersburg, Ky., in 1840, wrote the following de-
scription of them :- *“Their' color is- generally: white, with
long, coarse hair; head long and coarsely featured.; their ears
are not' so broad as the common variety of the. country, yet
longer and narrower, and ceme regularly to a point, project-
ing forward, arnd: they do not appear to have so much com-
mand of them as other: breeds;:they have fine length and
hight, their bone is laxge and tine; they stand well upon their
phstérn joints and: trackers ; quite industrious ; they are thick
through - the -shoulders,indifferently . ribbed (or suddenly :in-
clined down); their plate or kidhey bone rather narrow.and
ovaling than otherwise; hams pretty good, though not so
good as the Irish, the Bedford or the Berkshire. Yet prefer-
able a8 is the variety, they do not:grade so well .as many
others ; 'they-want 'more time o bring them-into market than
the above -breeds: .. Give them .from . .eighteen to twenty
months’ age, they will make . very large hogs;:they are quite
prolific] theéir usual number being from nine to: twelve pigs a
litter. - I have found their crossiwith the above-named breeds
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to'be a valuable acquisition to their grazing, aptitude to fatten
and rapid growth atthe same time.” That this Russian hog
was extensively used as one of the earliest crosses for the im-
provement of the swine of Ohio and Kentucky, is evident from
extant writings and living testimony.
'l In ne other deseription of breeds can we find the counter-
partof that back and loin which has cost us so much time and
‘care to correct. Mr. Letton well described it as ¢ indifferently
ribbed, or suddenly inclining down, their plate or kidney bone
‘rather narrow and ovaling than otherwise.” ! /7 o il 74
* The old Harkrader sow had this Russian back, as well as the
color, the large, fine bone; and the strong, short pasterns'and
trackers. *-How this hog came to the Miami valley and-Ken-
tueky is not' Rnown: '“His source and coming are indefinable,
but that this sé-called Russian hog was highly esteerded as'one
of the first erosses to improve'the common hog of the country,
there can be no question. As to the color, Mr Letton says
they were ¢ generally white.” ¥ el BUEANRe &

T. J. Conover said, in 1870 - “The Russian hog was sandy
and black, with white,” but, like hogs generally of that date,
their color seems not: to have been clearly deﬁned PRI
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7~The breed which did the most for the improvement-of the
hogs of the Miami valley, as ‘they did for the improvement of
‘swine in’England, is the China: The first introduction of this
breed in ‘Ohiowas in 1816, by the Shakérs of Union Village.
‘They were called the ‘“Big China hogs.” They were bought
in 'Philadelphia by John Wallace, trustee of the Shaker society
near Lebanon.' There was one boar and three sows. ~One sow
had some 'sandy $pots on her, in which appeared' some small
black spots. 'The boar and other sows were white. By their
use on the mongrels by the Russian, ‘Byfield and common
hogs, came the Miami Valley hog. ' That this Shaker importa-
tion ‘of Chinas was pure China stock, there is reason to doubt.
‘Nevertheless, they impressed, in'a wonderful degree; ‘their
offspring with a quicker feeding quality, that seemed to-be
‘the leading idea in the improvement of that period. =

| There are frequent allusions to China hogs and their value,
by writers in the Genesee Farmer, The Cultivator and Western
Farmer, prior to 1842. They were used and esteemed in the
Bast and West, and made their impress on-all breeds -with
which they were crossed. The use of the China has been ben-

i i PR ATy

SIA s )



30 SWINE HUSBANDRY.

eficial in correcting coarseness of form, in quieting the restless
disposition, and increasing the tendency to fatten at any age,
and refine the texture and quality of flesh,

THE RED HOG, CALLED “POLAND.”

There was another element that we cannot omit, which
seems not only to have been the very apple of discord among
some of our friends, but its impress among the hogs of Ohio
and the West is almost as marked as that of the noted Tam-
worth boar on English breeds. Their color and vigorous
growth seemed to attach themselves most persistently to their
posterity, and were potent on all crosses. Whether they could
be called a distinct breed we will not here discuss. Affleck
and Millikin claim not, but that one Asher, of Chester, Butler
county, Ohio, a native of Poland, had red hogs which he
claimed to have imported from England, there is strong proof.
There was frequent allusion to them in the writings of that
day, and to the name Poland given to hogs of their type after
1838. We have a letter from B. G. Schenck, of Franklin,
Ohio, in answer to inquiry by L. N. Bonham. He says: I
remember once to have spoken of the red hogs and pigs I saw
when a boy, at an old Polander’s down near Chester. I re-
member to have gone with my father to this Pole’s to see those
red pigs, and I remember now just how they looked. They
were of a bright, sandy color, with small black specks all over
them. They resembled, in make, according to my recollection
of the pigs I saw there, and those raised from the pair my
father bought at that time, the Berkshire of to-day, except
that they were a little deeper in the body, had a flatter rib,
and were shorter in the legs. I remember the Polander telling
my father that they were the sandy Berkshires, of England,
and that he had imported them. Iremember the old imported
sow and a yearling sow, a pig of hers. They both had litters
of pigs at the time. My father crossed them with his hogs,
and for years after there would be a pig with the features of
the Polander’s hogs. I still think that the name Poland, in
our Poland-China hogs, came from this old Polander.”

Here we have an element that has made a lasting impression
on the hogs of the valley and the whole country. The sandy
or reddish color is one that has characterized so many of the
breeds in their early history, that it has wonderful staying
qualities. It never has been a popular color. The early Eng-
lish breeders did not fancy or seek to perpetuate it, nor have
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American breeders, Yet in the early history of swine in
America, when color counted but little and growth and feed-
ing qualities much, the law of selection did not then exclude
animals of sandy markings as it now does, since fashion
makes the old markings unfashionable.

That the law of selection, regardless of color, produces prof-
itable hogs, we know. The record of weights made in fatten-
ing establishments of an earlier day will make this clear. The
books of Wren & Schaffer, of Middletown, Ohio, show that
they packed, in 1879, a lot of thirty-eight Poland-China hogs,
averaging six hundred and thirteen pounds gross at twenty-
one months old, all fattened by one man in Butler county.
From a table at hand we quote gross weights of six hundred
and twenty-five raised in Butler county, Ohio, and sold to
packers in 1870 :

One 1ot of 80 averaged . cvcveireiieraerearenaerenasacccanneaas 574 pounds.
One lot of 40 averaged ...cccovevirrrnrnentonseonnacscsnonens 516 pounds.
Onelot of 38 averaged .......oceeeinnenrrinnes sevenecnnanns 570 pounds.
Onelot of 48 averaged ...o.ceeeieiereeneeevranereronrannencanns 513 pounds.
Onelot 0f 42 averaged «.vveveeveeierieereecacieracsreecanensanns 517 pounds.
One 1ot 0f 40 AVeraged coeeevevereverorereocrncnracacrcosananss 504 pounds.
One lot of 20 averaged «.oveeereirrrneccesansssnentanacacssanns 501 pounds.
Onelot of 45 averaged c.vo.eieeieeereeneencnrecanaaccncnasaanns 536 pounds.
One lot Of 75 averaged «.coveeereeeceeriatssrercernnniiocosonens 493 pounds.
One 1ot of 60 AVeraged «..c.ceeeeeeeeneerccsosncasancasasasenns 490 pounds.
One lot 0f 40 AVeraged ..uocieeeverrerenracnrarsaceerosesoncnas 713 pounds.
Onelotof 12 averaged .....ccccevevriecnrcananssiocccssacsaases 773 pounds.

To show that this breed had, in 1870, attained unsurpassed
excellence in their readiness to fatten at any age, and their
rapid growth, we quote the weights of two lots of pigs fat-
tened when eleven months old :

One lot of 30 averaged, STOSS ccveveescoiersccseaerosoracananans 384 pounds.
One 10t of 10 averaged, ZroSS ... .cvcocecrconsescacorsronnans 410 pounds.
One lot of 38, older, averaged, net......cccoeevieeneeraeanns 528.89 pounds.
One lot of 2, older, averaged, SrOSS ..cceeeeceraniscrcacannnas 719 pounds.

The net average of this last forty pigs was five hundred and
thirty-eight pounds.

Such a record shows not only skillful breeding, but rare
skill in handling and feeding. It tells, too, of the superior
natural advantages of a region where such a breed should be
originated and produced by an intelligent and persistent
application of the law of selection.
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" Digcussions by the Press and by individuals for neavly
a half century, have been the cause of searching-and
thorough investigation into the mattels connected with
their early hlstory, the time and manner in which’ the
first crosses were made, and upon what foundation,
together with the later crosses and manner of breeding,
which combine to make them ‘the leading and favorite
breed in many sections famous*for the value, size, and
quality of their hogs. Owing to the great 1nte1est EI{I;L})Q-
ifested on these points, we have given them much care-
ful study-and-examination,fox. the:purpose: of getiing
at the bottom facts for the public ‘benefit ; but it scems
well-nigh impossible to harmonize the conflidting state-
ments :0f those who ought to be best .informed, or
to expect the champions of the various-views to - be
pleased with such conclusions as do. not accord With
their own. Pogrtase s Yo 1d ano
On many points, all who have studied the questlon
closely agree, and on others (of perhaps minor impor-
tance to the public) some of the disputants are as far
apart as the poles, but we believe none dispute that the
main crosses towards its formation as a definite and’ dis-
tinet brced were made in that part of southwestern
'_Ohlo lying’ between the Big Miami and ' Little M[aml
rivers, mainly the counties of Butler and Warren, dur-
ing the years from 1835 to,1840., It is also generally
conceded that the groundwmk was stock locally known
s .*Warren County” hogs, which were the result of
'crossmg together the Berkshire, ¢ Byfield,” the “ Rus-
sia,” the ‘“Big China,” and perhaps "the  ‘“Bedford”
breeds, all large, coarse hogs and slow to grow and fat-
ten, except the ““Big Ohlnas,” Whlch possessed the very
‘opposite qualities.'"*'""4- v SACIRLT
Hon. John M. Millikin, Who llved n But]er cou‘nty
well-nigh seventy ycars, forty-five of which he Was a
farmer, paid special attention, to sealchmg ‘out the” hlS-
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tory of this breed, its material and makers, and his
statement to the author was this: .

““The truth is, no one man can say he had more to do
in the formation of this breed than another. It was the
result of the labors of many. It grew out of the intro-
duction of the China hogs by the Shakers of Union
Village, the crossing with the Russia and Byfield, and
the subsequent crossing with the Berkshires, and then
with the Irish Graziers. After 1841, or 1842, these
breeds ceased to exist in either Butler or Warren coun-
ties, and (in 1877) have had nothing to do whatever
with this breed for the last thirty-four years.”

Controversies as to the precise crosses, and by whom
and under what particular circumstances they were
made fifty years ago, to form the breed now known as
Poland-Chinas, may interest a few ; but what is vastly
more important to millions of people, is the fact that
there has been produced a race of swine, now bearing
that name, that very many severely practical and intelli-
gent men consider the best pork-packing machines
known,—in fact, nearer what the farmers of the great
central, corn-producing West need, than any other sin-
gle breed in existence.

Their size, color, hardiness, docility and good feeding
qualities make them favorites when purely bred, and
where more fineness of contour, quicker maturity, and
a little less size is demanded, we are satisfied the sows
bred to Berkshire boars produce the best feeding and
farm hogs in the world.
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CHAPTER IV
THE CHESTER WHITES.

Knowing Mr. Thomas Wood, of Chester county, Penn-
sylvania, to be one of the oldest and most reliable breed-
ers of the Chester Whites, and familiar with them from
the beginning, we applied to him as a source of reliable
information as to their origin, early history, breeding, etc.

He writes : ‘‘The Chester County White hog is a native
of Chester county, Pennsylvania, where the breed origi-
nated. The first impulse to the improvement of swine in
this county was induced by the introduction of a pair of
very fine white pigs, brought from Bedfordshire, Eng-
land, by Captain James Jeffries, of this county, and put
upon his farm on the Brandywine Creek, near West Ches-
ter, the county seat, in the year 1818. Some of our more
enterprising farmers, seeing these finely-bred pigs, were
induced to commence an improvement of their swine by
a cross of these, their progeny, and others of the best
hogs of the county, and by continuing a careful selection
and judicious crossing for many years, have produced the
Chester White of to-day, a most desirable, well-formed,
good-sized, easily-fattened, and perhaps the best bacon
hog for the general farmer in this or any other country.

‘I have been paying considerable attention to the im-
provement of the Chester Whites for over forty years,
and was among the first to disseminate the stock over the
United States. I have shown them at numerous agricul-
tural exhibitions ; at the exhibition of the United States
Agricultural Society, held at Philadelphia, in 1856, I re-
ceived the Society’s diploma for the best pigs; at the
United States Agricultural Fair, held at Richmond, Va.,
in 1858, I exhibited Chester Whites, and they took all
the highest prizes offered by the Society ; I also exhibited
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them at the joint fair of the States of Virginia and
North Carolina, held at Petersburg, taking not only the
highest premium awarded, but also the sweepstakes pre-
mium for the best sow, with considerable competition
with other breeds at all these exhibitions.

¢ The Chester Whites have been successfully exhibited
at several fairs of the Maryland Agricultural Society ;
also at nearly every fair held by the Pennsylvania State
Society, as well as by many County Societies, in competi-
tion with most other breeds, while in many other States
they have successfully competed with all the foreign and
home-made breeds.

“‘Some thirty years ago, the Berkshires were introduced
into Chester county, where some of our farmers tried
and kept them very nice, and exhibited them at the agri-
cultural fairs ; but they did not seem to take well with
our farmers at that time, and were displaced by Chesters.

«“A few years later the little Suffolks, that were making
quite a stir in the hog line in New England, were intro-
duced into our county, and afterwards the Essex, but
neither breed flourished here, and the Chesters quietly
superseded them.

¢¢1 tried them all, but found none of them superior to
our own breed. Some of the Chesters had been crossed
with the black breeds, and it took our farmers eight or
ten years to get rid of their spotted hogs, which was finally
pretty well accomplished, and the Chesters again held
sway over the county, and hundreds and thousands of
them were shipped to different parts of the United States,
Canada, and the West Indies. During this time, many
unprincipled parties shipped any kind of a white pig they
could pick up in the county, which they would call genu-
ine Chesters ; this lowered the popularity of the breed
wherever such pigs were sent. This caused a great falling
off in the demand for our pigs, and again the Berkshires
were introduced into this and adjoining counties, they
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having, in the thirty years since their first introduction,
been much improved, and being popular abroad, some of
our swine breeders procured them to breed for shipping
purposes, and, as every generation must try the different
kinds of stock for themselves, many farmers bought the
Berkshires to see if they possessed any advantages over
the Chester Whites, it being said that their hams were
not so fat, and would sell more readily in market. After
many years of trial, many farmers said that the white
hogs were best adapted to their wants.

“The Yorkshires have also been recently introduced
(in their greatly improved condition) into our county,
and are quite as popular as the Berkshire.

1 will here give the result of my experience with the
Chesters and Berkshires : I procured from a noted breed-
er in a neighboring State, two Berkshire pigs about ten
weeks old, and with them, in a pen, I put two Chester
Whites, from a litter of our own, after several of the
larger ones had been sold. They were a few days younger
than the Berkshires, which were masters at the trough,
and they remained so, knocking the Chesters about as
though the whites had no rights the blacks were bound
to respect. After feeding the four together for seven or
eight months, by which time the Chesters weighed sev-
enty-five pounds, each, heavier than the Berkshires, we
killed and salted them for our own use, intending to find
out which made the best bacon, and we found the Berk-
shire hams gave more lean meat, though somewhat dry
and hard, while that from the Chesters appeared to be
more soft and juicy, and was considered much the best
for our own eating ; but those who do not like the fat,
juicy ham, would prefer the Berkshire, which isalso nice.

¢TIt might seem that enough had been written and
published in our agricultural papers about the pure bred
hogs, when we evidently have no such, and the further
we have got from the old English and China type, the
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better the hog. The Chester White, made in Chester
county, Penn.; the Poland-China, made in Butler coun-
ty, Ohio, lay no claim to any infusion of foreign blood,
and are two of the best breeds of hogs in the United
States. The black hog, with white feet and a white strip
in its face, now called the Berkshire, and the white hog,
with thin, curled hair, short head and very crooked face,
called Yorkshires, are both very well made and good
hogs. The Chester White breed is now the longest es-
tablished, unmixed with foreign crosses, of any breed
with which I am acquainted, and therefore comes nearest
a pure bred hog at the present time.

¢ Some object to them, as being too large for the pork-
packers : this I cannot look upon as an objection, as the
Chesters will fatten readily at any age, and can furnish
any weights the packers may desire (from 200 to 300 1bs.)

‘I think they would be more profitable than any small
breed, which has to be kept over winter to attain the de-
sired weight, as Chesters, pigged in the spring, will
readily attain the desired weights by killing-time in the
following fall or winter, and by keeping them longer they
can be grown to weigh 600, 800, or even 1,000 pounds.
A Chester White exhibited at the Exposition in Philadel-
phia was said to weigh upwards of 1,300 lbs. live weight.

¢“We seldom have fatal diseases among our hogs ; many
of the diseases of swine, as of the sheep, enumerated by
the English, I think never occur in this country. As to
the Chester Whites being exempt from the attacks of
‘cholera,” Thomas Miner, of Edinburgh, Indiana, stated
to me some years ago that all his hogs, seventy in num-
ber, were attacked with cholera, and the only pig in the
whole herd that recovered was a Chester sow, the only
one he had. I do not recollect ever hearing of a Chester
dying with the cholera, yet I see no reason why they
should be exempt. I think we have never had any hog
cholera in eastern Pennsylvania, except in a few instances,



THE CHESTER WHITES, 39

where pigs were shipped from the West for sale to our
dairies.”

We have said that the Essex were essentially the same
kind of hogs as the Suffolks, except in color and the qual-
ity of their skins : The best of the Chester Whites stand
in about the same relation to the Poland-Chinas, for if a
Chester was partially black, he would easily be mistaken
for a Poland-China, and a strictly white Poland-China
could scarcely be distinguished from a Chester White.

With many persons who suppose they have had the
Chesters in their best estate, there is much prejudice
against the breed, but, in many cases, we think the Ches-
ters receive the harshest criticisms from parties who never
owned one purely bred, and, in all probability, do not
know what they are, or how they should look. Where
the best specimens have been handled with the same care,
and the same judgment used in mating, breeding, and
feeding, that is bestowed on other well-bred, well-fed ani-
mals, they have been reasonably satisfactory, and have
justly earnest advocates and admirers.

The occasion of the bitterness toward so many hogs that
have been called Chester Whites, is that their popularity,
and the consequent demand increased, while they were
comparatively few in numbers, faster than the supply,
which stimulated many unprincipled parties in eastern
Pennsylvania to engage in advertising and shipping any
white pigs they could obtain, regardless of their charac-
ter or breeding, and thousands of innocent purchasers of
these mongrel pigs supposed they had pure Chesters, and
the subsequent failures with them caused no little loss,
mortification, and deep-seated disgust with the very name.
One firm alone, that perhaps raised some of their pigs,
publicly proclaimed that they had shipped annually, for
three or four years prior to 1870, from 2,500 to 2,900
pigs, and the advertisements of all such parties intimated,
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indirectly, that their ability to fill orders for choice
selected pigs was unlimited.

A gentleman residing in Chester county, gave the New
York Farmers’ Club some correct ideas as to the way the
business was conducted, as follows :

“T live in Chester county, and know something of the operators
in this famous breed of pigs; know something of their business,
its extent, and their ability to meet the demand with pure Chester
‘Whites—pigs pure enough to reproduce themselves. There are,
no doubt, a great many breeders who keep the stock unmixed, but
if you knew the enormous demand from abroad, independent of
the local wants, you would see how little likelihood there is of
meeting it with pure stock. The consequence is, every nook and
corner is scoured for pigs—pigs that are not black, that is all that
is required. _

“ Drovers, hucksters, and almost every other itinerant, are on
the lookout for pigs, until they have tripled in price from what
they were a few years ago.

“Last fall, a neighbor had several litters. of very ordinary pigs,
which a farmer engaged at a very young age, to make sure of them ;
but a hog-dealer—as they are called—came around in a few days,
bid higher, and took the most of the lot.

“Another neighbor procured a pair of pigs from one of the
breeders we have in the county, and the first litter he raised from
them were nearly all more or less spotted with black, thus showing
unmistakably bad blood.”

When the reaction following this set in, it was, of
course, severe. The graceless scamps who followed this
business, have given the Chester Whites a much .worse
reputation than they deserve, and the question as to
whether the true Chester White is an established breed,
is not worth discussing with those who really know them.

They are appropriately classed with the large breeds,
growing, if kept, to almost any size, and hold their white
color perfectly under all circumstances. Docility and
cleanliness are marked characteristics with them, and the
sows make an excellent foundation upon which to cross
boars of any of the more refined breeds, the offspring in-
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heriting size from the sow, and early maturity and fine
feeding quality from the boar.

The tendency of late years has been to reduce the
Chester’s coarseness of bone, head, ears and hair, and it
is a marked improvement.* Breeders in Ohio and else-
where have claimed to make variations in the types
reared by them during several generations of the stock,
entitling it to designation and registry in a separate rec-
ord as ‘‘Improved” Chester Whites, but whether the
““improvement” over the best of the Chester county
stock, as bred from 1865 to 1880, is a material one, is
an open question.

Taking the specimens of the breed shown at the Co-
lumbian Exposition in 1893 as representing its best,
there was little to indicate that the Chester Whites, at
that time, were any improvement on their ancestry of
twenty-five years before, and the contrast they presented,
alongside many of other breeds, could scarcely impress
the unbiased observer as strikingly favorable.

Where farmers have large Chester sows that are too
coarse, a cross with a good Suffolk boar will give pigs
with fine points and most excellent feeding qualities,.
fattening readily from the time they are weaned.

We have had considerable experience with the Ches-
ters, perhaps as good as Chester county afforded, and
their merits are many, but they were discarded, with
other white breeds, for their one failing in the Western
climate and under Western treatment, viz., liability to
skin diseases, especially mange. Harsh treatment and
exposure tell severely against the hardiest white hogs,
but we believe judicious management and breeding will
yet do much to rid them of this apparent tenderness.

*The heavy lopped ears, coarse heads, long, coarse tails and hair
are mueh less characteristic of the breed now than they were in its
earlier days, while their coats are of silvery white hair of reasonable

fineness.
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The National Convention adopted the following as their
description of the

CHARACTERISTICS AND MARKINGS OF CHESTER WHITES,

¢ Head short, broad between the eyes; ears thin, pro-
jecting forward and lap at the point; neck short and
thick ; jowl large ; body lengthy and deep, broad on back ;
hams full and deep ; legs short, and well set under for
bearing the weight ; coating thinnish white, straight,
and if a little wavy not objectionable ; small tail, and no
bristles.”

CHAPTER V.
THE BERKSHIRES.

For ten years subsequent to 1831 there raged in the
United States what might appropriately be called ¢¢ the
Berkshire fever,” and mainly from the efforts of those
interested in their importation, and sale at fancy prices,
the breed became notorious, if not popular. Many sub-
stantial farmers, and others, invested in them largely,
and no small efforts were made to sustain the mushriom
reputation that speculators had made for them, but while
they were, even at that time, hogs of excellent breeding
and truly valuable, the careless, neglectful systems then
in vogue with too many farmers, were not adapted to
maintaining the good qualities given the breed by English
breeding and feeding, and deterioration followed. Fail-
ing to realize the expectations of those who purchased
them, a reaction set in, and breeders became disgusted
with, and so prejudiced against, the stock and its very
name, that they would afterwards scarcely accept of a
Berkshire as a present.

Much of the prejudice then engendered only ceased
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with its generation, and perhaps but little or none of it
exists at the present time.

Since about 1865, new importations, of the finest speci-
mens of the improved Berkshires that Great Britain could
produce, have been made, and the stock has been widely
disseminated ; being now thoroughly known and appre-
ciated, it probably stands second to none in the estima-
tion of intelligent pork-producers throughout the United
States and Canadas.

While the Berkshires of the present time are probably
much improved over those of forty years ago, the spirit of
improvement is still abroad, and the standard of perfec-
tion is placed high.

Prominent among the good qualities that serve to
make them favorites are :

1st.—Great muscular power and vitality, which render
them less liable to disease than many other breeds.

Rd.—Activity, combined with strong digestive and as-
similating powers ; hence they return a maximum amount
of flesh and fat for the food consumed.

3d.—The sows arc unequalled for prolificacy, and as
careful nurses and good sucklers.

4th.—The pigs are strong, smart, and active at birth,
and consequently less liable to mishaps.

5¢th.—They can be fattened for market at any time,
while they may be fed to any reasonable weight desired.

6¢h.—Their flesh is the highest quality of pork.

Tth.—Power of the boar to transmit the valuable qual--
ities of the breed to its progeny, when used as a cross.

8¢h.—Their unsurpassed uniformity in color, marking,
and quality.

It is doubtful if any hogs are nearer thoroughbred, in
its best sense, or more certain to reproduce themselves
with fidelity than the improved Berkshires. Crossed with
Poland-Chinas they make the best feeding hogs possible—
in fact, there is scarcely a medium or large breed upon
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which they cannot be crossed with advantage, owing to
their great vigor and hardiness.

In our own breeding and feeding operations, no breed
has been found so eminently satistactory as the best Berk-
shires, and we breed them pure in considerable numbers
for feeding purposes, having years ago discontinued the
raising of any others.

Their reasonable size, quick growth, easy fattening, do-
cility, uniformity, and hardiness captivated us, and every
day’s experience but adds to our admiration of them.

The pigs, even when coming in the most unfavorable
seasons, have a tenacity of hold on life that is truly won-
derful.

Many of the meanest hogs and those of the worst dis-
position that we have known were called Berkshires, but
they sustained about the same relation to the true sort,
that the propagators of them did to intelligent farmers
and breeders.

The Berkshires having become so numerous, and their
excellence so generally recognized, the friends of the
breed organized in March, 1875, at Springfield, Illinois,
the ‘¢ American Berkshire Association,” having for its
object the ‘¢ collection, preservation, and dissemination
of reliable information on the origin, breeding, and man-
agement of Berkshire swine, and the publication of a
Herd Book, or Record of Berkshire pedigrees.”

One of the first steps of the Association was to offer a
premium of $100 for the best approved orignal essay on
the origin and management of Berkshires. The premi-
um was awarded to A. B. Allen, Esq., of New York,
the historical and descriptive portions of whose essay are
presented in subsequent pages.

The entire essay appears in Vol. I of the ‘“ American
Berkshire Record,” and we are safe in saying that the
subject has not, in any other published paper, been
treated by any one so thoroughly familiar with it as M.
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Allen, and we give a considerable portion of it here in
lieu of any attempt to treat the subject ourselves.

Mr. Allen prepared the report on Berkshires, as adopt-
ed by the ‘“ Swine Breeders’ Convention ;" but we omit
it, as the essay contains the same, and considerable other
information.

The Convention agreed upon the following as the

CHARACTERISTICS AND MARKINGS OF BERKSHIRES.

Color black, with white on feet, face, tip of tail, and
an occasional splash of white on the arm ; while a small
spot of white on some other part of the body does not
argue an impurity of blood, yet it is to be discouraged
to the end that uniformity of color may be attained by
breeders ; white upon one ear, or a bronze or copper spot
on some part of the body argues no impurity, but rather
a reappearance of original colors. Markings of white
other than those named above are suspicious, and a pig
so marked should be rejected.

Face short, fine, and well dished, broad between the
eyes ; ears generally almost erect, but sometimes in-
clining forward with advancing age, small, thin, soft,
and showing veins ; jowl full ; neck short and thick ;
shoulder short from neck, to middling deep from back
down ; back broad and straight, or a very little arched ;
ribs—long ribs, well sprung, giving rotundity of body ;
short ribs of good length, giving breadth and levelness of
loins ; hips good length from point of hip to rump;
hams thick, round, and deep, holding their thickness
well back and down to the hocks ; tail fine and small,
set on high up ; legs short and fine, but straight and
very strong, with hoofs erect, legs set wide apart; size
medium ; length medium, extremes are to be avoided ;
bone fine and compact ; offal very light; hair fine and
compact ; skin pliable.

The Berkshires are hardy, prolific, and excellent nurses;
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their meat is of superior quality, with fat and lean well
mixed.

As showing the weight that animals of this breed will
attain at an early age, it is stated that J. A. Brown, of
Milton, Illinois, sold, in 1873, a lot of Berkshire pigs of
an average age of nine months, and their average weight
was 305 pounds.

Asindicating the estimate placed on this breed in Eng-
land, the leading work of that country on swine raising
says :*

“ Among the black breeds, by universal consent, the improved
Berkshire hog stands at the head of the list, either to breed pure,
or to cross with inferior breeds. * * * They are now considered,
by Berkshire farmers, to be divided into a middle (medium size)
and a small breed. If first-class, they should be well covered with
long, black, silky hair. * * * The white should be confined to
four white feet, a white spot between the eyes, and a few white
hairs behind each shoulder.”

PREMIUM ESSAY.

BY A. B ALLEN,

THE ORIGINAL BREED OF BERKSHIRE SWINE

“Tradition, and the earliest published accounts of what has long
been particularly distinguished by the name of Berkshire swine,
represents them, down to about a century since, as among. the
largest breeds of England, weighing, full grown, from 700 to 1,000
pounds, or more. The ‘Complete Grazier’ describes one, in
1807, as weighing 113 stone, (904 lbs.) This was exhibited, with
others, by Sir William Curtis, at the cattle show of Lord Somer-
ville, in that year. Johnson, in his ‘ Farmers’ Encyclopadia,’
London, 1842, says that they weighed at that time from 50 to 100
stone (400 to 800 lbs. The latter of these, doubtless, were of the.
improved breed.

“ Originally, they were represented as being generally of a bulff,
sandy, or reddish-brown color, spotted with black, occasionally
tawny or white spotted in the same manner. They were coarse in
the bone; head rather large, with heavy flop ears; broad on the

* Sidney’s *“ Yonatt on the Pig,” London, 1860,
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back; deep in the chest; flat-sided, and long in the body ; thick
and heavy in both shoulders and hams; well let down in the twist;
bristles and long curly hair, with rather short, strong legs. Their
meat was better marbled than that of any other breed of swine in
Great Britain—that is, had a greater proportion of lean freely in-
termixed with fine streaks of fat, which makes it much more
tender and juicy than it would otherwise be. They were conse-
quently, from time immemorial, preferred to all other swine there,
for choice hams, shoulders, and bacon. They were slow feeders,
and did not ordinarily mature till two and a half to three years old.

“It is thus that I find the Berkshire hog figured and described
in the earliest English publications to which I have been able,
thus far, to obtain access. But in the second volume of the mag-
nificent folio edition, illustrated with colored plates, now lying
before me, of ‘ The Breeds of the Domestic Animals of the Brit-
ish Islands, by Professor David Low, published in London, in
1842, is a portrait of a Berkshire as I have described above, except
being of rounder body and somewhat finer in all his points, with
ears like most of those of modern breeding, medium in size, and
erect, instead of flopping. This portrait is of a sandy or reddish-
brown color, spotted with black; the feet and legs for nearly their
whole length, white, slightly streaked on the sides and behind, with
reddish-brown. It, of course, represents one of the old breed con-
siderably improved, and marked as I occasionally found them in
all my visits to Berkshire down to 1867. But the pigs which I saw
thus marked were of the same size and shape, and as fine in all
their points, as a general run of the black, slate, or plum colors of
the present day.

‘ FORMATION OF THE IMPROVED BERKSHIRE SWINE.

“Tradition tells us that this was made by a cross of the black, or
deep plum-colored Siamese boar, on the old unimproved Berkshire
gsows. Other traditions assert that the black and white spotted,
and even pure white Chinese boar was also sparingly used to assist
in the same purpose. I can well believe this; for I often saw
swine in Berkshire spotted, about half and half black and white,
in addition to the reddish-brown, or buff and black, and so on al-
most up to the pure plum color or black. The produce of the
above cross or crosses was next bred together, and by judicious
subsequent selections, the improved breed, as we now find it, be-
came, in due time, fixed and permanent in all its desirable points.

“ Another feature, aside from the half and half black and white
spots hitherto occasionally found to mark the improved Berkshire
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swin.e, which may be adduced in support of the supposition of a
sparing cross with the white and light spotted Chinese, is the shape
of the jowls. All these which I have bred in my piggery, or im-
ported at different times direct from China, or have seen elsewhere,
had much fuller and fatter jowls than the Siamese. Some of the
breeders of England preferrcd the fat jowls, because carrying the

most meat ; others the leaner, as they said this gave their stock a
finer and higher bred 100k in the head.

‘‘ THE SIAMESE SWINE.

“In the same volume of Professor Low, which contains the
Berkshire portrait as described above, is a colored plate of a Siam-
ese sow. She is a dark-slate, varying to that of a rich plum color.
The two hind feet are white; the fore legs and feet white, shaded
in front with plum. The face is dished ; head fine, with short erect
ears ; shoulders and hams extra large; back broad, with a deep,
round, and longish body. The sow is represented with a slightly
swayed or hollow back, at which we need not wonder, considering
its length, and that she has a litter of nine great fat pigs tugging
away at her dugs. These, Professor Low says, were got by a half-
bred Chinese boar, which, I presume, from the color of the pigs,
was white; for some of them were pure white, while others are
mixed with slate, or plum and white, and one is a buff, with black
spots, like the original Berkshire.

“1 will now describe the Siamese swine, such as I possessed and
bred for several years on my farm. They varied in color from
deep rich plum to dark-slate and black; bad two to three white
feet, but no white on the legs or other parts of the body. The
head was short and fine, with a dished face,and rather thin jowls;
ears short, slender, and erect; shouldcrs and hams round, smooth,
and extra large ; back broad and somewhat arched, except in sows
heavy with pig or suckling pigs, but even then it was straight
rather than swayed ; body of moderate length, deep, well ribbed up,
and nearly as round as a barrel; chest deep and broad; twist well
let down ; legs fine and short; tail very slender and well set, with
a handsome curl in it near the rump; hair soft, silky, and thin; no
bristles even on the boars; skin thin and of a dark hue, yet when
scalded, scraped whitc; flesh firm, sweet, and very tender, with
less lean than in the Berkshire. Although so compact, round and
smooth in build, they had a fine, high-bred, up-headed style, espe-
cially in their walk, which instantly attracted the attention of all
who called to see them. They were moderately prolific, and as

3
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hardy as any other breed of swine I ever kept, the extremes of
heat and cold never injuring them. They were gentle in disposi-
tion, very quiet, and easily kept, and would partially fatten on
good pasture, or coarse, raw vegetables. They could be made fit
for the butcher at any age ; matured at 12 to 15 months old; and
when fully fattened, generally weighed from 250 to 300 pounds,
occasionally going to 850, or 400 pounds. They had very fine
bones and light offal.

“It was, doubtless, with Siamese boars as perfect as I have de-
scribed, that the cross was made on the original Berkshire sows,
which has contributed so largely to the formation of the improved
breed, held in such high estimation for a full century or more past.

‘‘ WHEN WAS THE CROSS FIRST MADE ?

“Several aged men in different parts of Berkshire, of whom I
inquired on my first visit tv England, in 1841, informed me that
they had known there improved swine of the same type as I then
found them, from earliest childhood. But the most particular,and
apparently reliable, account I was able to obtain, was from Mr.
Westbrook, of Pinckney Green, Bysham, who told me that his
father possessed them as early as the year 1780, in as great perfec-
tion as the best then existing in the country. Thus it will be seen
that the improvement is now at least a century old, and more prob-
ably a century and a quarter; for it would have taken some years
back of 1780 to begin a new breed of swine, and get it up to a
fixed type at that period.

‘¢ CHARACTERISTICS OF 7THE BEST OF THE IMPROVED
BERKSHIRE SWINE AT THIS TIME.

‘‘ Snout and head fine and rather short, but larger in proportion
to the body in the male than in the female, and with a bolder and
more determined expression ; face dished and broad between the
eyes; jowls full or thinner, according to the fancy of the breeder;
eyes bright and expressive ; ears small, thin, and upright, or inclin-
ing their points a little forward; neck short, rather full in the
throat, and harmoniously swelling to the shoulders; chest broad
and deep; back broad and moderately arched ; rump nearly level
with it; well let down in the twist: body of good length and
depth, round, with well sprung ribs, and straight along the sides
and under the belly ; shoulders, above all, in the boar, extra thick,
yet sloping smoothly to the body; hams broad, round, deep, and
so thick through from side to side, particularly in the sow and bar-
row, that, standing directly behind, except when pretty fat, the
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sides of the body are scarcely seen between them and the shoul-
ders; legs fine, strong, of moderate length, and set rather wide
apart; feet small, with clear, tough hoofs; tail slender and well
set, with a handsome curl near the rump; bones fine and of an
ivory-like grain and hardness; offal very light in comparison to
weight of carcass; hair fine, soft, and silky ; no bristles, even on
the boar; skin thin and mellow, with elastic handling of the flesh
beneath ; quick and spirited in movement ; stylish in carriage, and,
in the boar, more especially, bold and imposing in presence.

¢ COLOR AND MARKING.

“The most favorite color among the best breeders in Berkshire,
in 1841, was a deep rich plum, with a slight flecking on the body of
white, or a little mingling with it of buff ; a small blaze in the face;
two to four feet white, and more or less white hair in the tail.
The plum color was preferred to the black or slate, because it car-
ried rather higher style and finer points with it, a superior quality
of flesh, softer hair, and thinner skin.

“The above is no ideal description of choice improved Berkshire
swine, for I found several such in traversing the country,and pur-
chased and sent them home, to grace my own piggery. Nor, with
all these points, were they lacking in size; and to substantiate this
assertion, I will here note the dimensions of one of those I im-
ported at this time, which I called * Windsor Castle,” he having
been bred and reared near that magnificent royal residence, stand-
ing in Berkshire.

“ As he lay down he measured, in a direct line along the side,
from the tip of his nose to the end of his rump, six feet three and
a half inches. If measured standing up, with his head stooping
towards the ground, by running the tape line from the tip of his
nose over the head between the ears, and along the back to the
end of the rump, as swine are often measured, it would have made
upwards of seven feet long ; but I do not consider this a fair way
of measuring. Hight to top of the shoulder, two feet eleven
inches; hight to top of rump, three feet; girth close behind the
shoulders, five feet six inches. He was in rather Jean condition
when I measured him, as I kept him so in order not to be too
heavy to serve small sows. It is well known that when a Berk-
shire is fully fed, in addition to the meat on hissides,.he lays two to
four inches more on his back. I am confident if ‘ Windsor Castle’
had been altered to a bharrow, and fully fattened, he would then
have measured three feet and two inches high to top of shoulder,
and three feet three inches high to top of rump; would have
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girthed around the heart seven feet, and weighed, dressed, at least
eight hundred pounds. He was as fine in hair and all his points, and
as good a handler as the choicest of those of smaller size ; and for
4 combination of size, style, vigor, and noble presence, he exceeded
anything I ever saw or ever expect to see in the genus Sus. A
friend of mine, who was a special nice judge and breeder of
horses and cattle, but who hated hogs, and would go as far to kick
one as the celebrated late John Randolph, of Roanoke, Virginia,
was in the habit of declaring he would go to kick a sheep; on
visiting my piggery and seeing ¢ Windsor Castle,’ was so surprised
and delighted with his superb appearance, that he exclaimed he
was the only one of this sort of stock he had ever Yooked upon
which had any poefry in him, and that for his sake alone he should
henceforth be reconciled to swine.

¢“SIZE OF THE IMPROVED BERKSHIRE.

“I have heard of those, both in England and America, whose
dead weight, dressed, occasionally exceeded 800 lbs.; but at the
time I first visited the former country, the general weight, full
grown, was about the same as at the present time—namely, from
300 to 600 Ibs.; according as the smaller or larger pigs were
selected from the litters for fattening, and as they were subse-
quently fed and attended. The smaller sizes matured several
months the quickest, and were preferred in the markets for fresh
pork; and for curing also, for those who were particularly nice in
the choice of their meat, being rather more tender and delicate
than the larger animals.

‘¢ QUALITY OF MEAT.

“The meat of the improved Berkshire, like that of the unim-
proved, abounds in a much greater proportion of sweet, tender,
juicy lean, well marbled with very fine streaks of fat, than other
breeds of swine; but the former is far more delicate now, than the
latter ever was. This renders the whole carcass the most suit-
able of all for smoking. The hams and shoulders are almost
entirely lean, a thin rim of fat covering only the outside.

‘ MATURITY.

“The improved Berkshire could be fattened at any age. Bar-
rows matured in 12 to 18 months, according as selected from the
litters, whether the largest or smallest, and as subsequently fed
and treated. It took boars and sows yeserved for breeding about
six months longer to get their fullest size and weight, not being
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pushed by high feed so rapidly as those destined for more imme-
diate slaughter.

‘ BARLIEST IMPORTATIONS INTO AMERICA.

‘The first importation into the country, of which I find record,
was made in 1823, by Mr. John Brentnall, an English farmer who
settled in English Neighborhood, New Jersey. I became acquaint-
ed with his sons after their removal to Orange county, New York,
and purchased of them stock descended from this importation.

“The next were imported in 1832, by Mr. Siday Hawes, an
English farmer who settled in Albany, New York. He subse-
quently made other importations, some of the descendants of all
which I added to the stock on my farm.

“I have heard that by the year 1838, a few followed into Canada
and some of the Westcrn States, from England. I bought a small
lot that came into western New York in 1839; and late that year,
Messrs. Bagg & Wait, English farmers who had settled in Orange
county, New York, began thcir large importation, which they con-
tinued for several years, disposing of them mainly in Kentucky,
Tennessee, Missouri, and the South. In 1841 I selected in Berk-
shire, England, and imported into New York, upwards of forty
head of the choicest of the Improved Breed of swine I could find
there. The above have been followed by numerous other impor-
tations down to the present time, both into the United States and
Canada. Those curious as to the particulars of these will find
them pretty fully recorded in the various Agricultural journals of
America. ¥ ¥ * ¥

¢ ADVANTAGE IN MAINTAINING THE BERKSHIRE BREED.

“There is a growing taste on the part of the American people,
coinciding with that which has been cultivated a long time in
Europe, for tender, juicy, well marbled, smoked hams, shoulders,
and side pieces, in preference to very fat, salt pork. This should
be encouraged, as the former are not only the more palatable to
persons in general, but are unquestionably the most healthy food.
Considering these facts, the Berkshire, above all others, should be
the favorite swine among us; and we ought to take all possible
pains in breeding, rearing, and fattening them in such a manner as
to make a superior quality of smoked meat, not only for the home,
but also for the foreign market.

“Improved methods of curing and packing should, likewise be
adopted, so as to enable us to get as high a price in the English
market as the best Irish bacon commands. This, I find often
quoted 20 to 30 per cent above American.
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¢Indian corn, which in the United States grows in such abund-
ance, is undoubtedly superior to anything which can be produced
in Ireland, for making the best quality of fa? pork,; but I have
heard this questioned as to kams and bacon. Some feeders contend
that fine, mealy potatoes, cooked and mixed with barley, oats, peas,
or beans, or several of these, fed together, will produce a superior
quality of bacon. This is a matter worth inquiring into, and I
would suggest an earnest consideration of it on the part of our
feeders, and of those engaged also in bacon curing and packing.
The Irish have one advantage over the Americans, in the English
market ; and that is in being so much nearer to it, they can cure
their bacon and offer it on sale in a fresher and milder state than
we are able to at present. If we should, on trial, hereafter find
that it can be sent forward at a profit, in refrigerators, kept down
to a low and even temperature, we could then probably obtain as
high prices in the English market as do the Irish, and thus add
another desirable item to the exports of America.”

CHAPTER VI

THE SUFFOLKS.

The Suffolks are not raised pure, or used as a cross in
the principal pork producing States so extensively as sev-
eral other breeds, nor are they so well known to a major-
ity of farmers, who have a belief, if not positive knowl-
edge, that they are somewhat delicate, and difficult to
raise.

The objections to them are, that they are not large
enough, not satisfactory as breeders and nurses, and that
their skins are too tender, and thinly haired, to withstand
the exposure to which the average farmer’s hogs are sub-
jected.

As to size, the best strains of Suffolks are large enough
for those who prefer to raise hogs of medium weights,
while for quietness, and easy keeping qualities, no breed
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of swine can excel them, and to those who like pets, we
would recommend a cleanly-kept Suffolk pig in prefer-
ence to any ‘“poodle,” or other diminutive canine, we
ever saw. The sows are not so prolific, so regular as
breeders, nor usually so good sucklers as others that ma-
ture less early, and not so predisposed to excessive fatness
while young.

Experience with the Suffolks has convinced many that
the wind, sun, and mud, make sad work with their tender,
papery skins, and we have seen them, when reasonably
well kept, become chapped and cracked all over, and the
smaller pigs so mangy and sore as to present the appear-
ance of a solid scab. Of course, all Suffolks are not so
affected, and we think that in many localities, they are
no more liable to suffer in this way than hogs of any other
white breed. The climate of some Western and South-
western States is unmistakably severe on white hogs, not
well haired, and when such are constantly exposed to
biting frosts, drying winds, and scorching sun, the re-
sults will, in most cases, be anything but satisfactory,
and the balance will be found on the wrong side of the
ledger.

As now bred, we cannot look upon them as a reason-
ably profitable hog for general use, but Suffolk boars can
be used to good advantage on many farms where white
hogs are preferred, and more refinement is desired.

The Hon. John Wentworth, of Cook county, Illinois,
having bred the Suffolks, exclusively, for upwards of
twenty years, owning many of the finest in the world,
and being, after this long experience, an enthusiastic ad-
mirer of them, we solicited his estimate of them as
a farmer’s hog, and he gives the following in reply :

¢« After trying carefully all the other breeds, we give the prefer-
ence to the Suffolks, and we think all others will who try them as
long and as impartially as we have. They make the most pork with
the least food, and with the least bone. They are the quietest
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hogs. Give them enough to eat and they will never leave the
premises. They lie down and remain so until they want more
food. They make the least offal of any hogs, and they root about
the least, even when short of food. For crossing upon other hogs,
they have decidedly the preference. Their cross upon the largest
white sows make the best of Chester Whites. ’fheir crosses upon
the largest black, or speckled sows, make the equals of Berkshires,
Magies, Polands, Poland-Chinas, Essex, Byfield, and other dark-
colored breeds.

“Indeed, with a judicious crossing of the Suffolk boar upon the
ordinary cheap hogs of the country, you can closely imitate any
existing breed of hogs, or make a breed of any form you please.

“It is a remarkable fact that the Chesters, Berkshires, Magies,
Polands, Poland-Chinas, Essex, Byfields, etc., etc., as well as the
later formed breeds that have taken the most prizes, have been
manufactured in this way, from the Suffolks, which are the
oldest breed known to man. Our Suffolks are well haired, and
run in our pastures and barn-yards with our cattle, sheep,
geese, ducks, and chickens. They are as quiet and harmless as
any animals we keep. As the Suffolk is not a new breed, nor re-
cently made up from unknown crosses, but a long-established Eng-
lish variety, it is therefore a true breeder. In them there is no
breeding back to the original common or made-up stock. Their
litters are not part of one kind and part of another, but they are
uniformly true to the Suffolk characteristics. They breed even,
each pig as good as another. * * * * * TDyring the season of
grass they will keep fat without any other food. Suffolk pork
costs less and brings more money than any other.

“Suffolks are the most popular breed in England. The Suffolk
attains maturity at an early age, and may always be in a condition
to kill from the time they are a month old. The carcasses com-
mand a considerable extra price over the common hogs of the
country, partly on account of the greater weight in proportion to
the bone, and partly from the pork being of better quality and
flavor. It derives its well-known name, “ the English nobleman’s
hog,” from the fact that it is always in a condition to be Killed,
however suddenly company comes.

“The object of the farmer is to get the most meat to the least
bone, the most valuable matter in the hog upon the same food to
the least portion of the valueless matter. The Suffolk may be
small, compared with mammoth breeds, but he contains as much
that is eatable as most hogs of double his weight, and which
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consume four times his food. But the Suffolk can be made of
superior size by keeping off its flesh until the bones are properly
developed, and this development cannot take place whilst the
young bones are overladen with flesh, as those of over-fatted Suf-
folks are apt to be. But, owing to the.r short legs, they weigh
much more than is generally supposed. The Suffolks never root
up their pastures, nor make enemies of neighbors by wandering
away from home, or by breaking into their premises. The Suffolks
are invariably white, except now and then one will have two or
three bluish spots. These bluish spots, on the skin, but never in
the hair, unlike those found upon any other hogs, indicate purity
of blood and recent importation.

“We started out in 1855 with Suffolks descended from the pens
of Lord Wenlock and Mr. Crisp, of England; and we can safely
say that we have bred from every importation into the United
States and the Provinces since; and we intend to kecp up our
stock by importing ourselves and availing ourselves of the impor-
tations of others. We have sold Suffolks into every State and
Territory, the Empire of Japan, the Sandwich Islands, the British
Provinces, and Mexico.

‘“The following statement will explain how persons who annu-
ally ship largc quantities of hogs to Chicago view the character-
istics of the Suffolk. When we first began to breed Suffolks, and
there were no railroads in the country, hog raisers would only buy
boars and raise half-breeds to drive. As railroads approached
them they would raise three-quarters blooded to drive. As rail-
roads would reach them, and they had little or no distance to
drive, they have bought Suffolk sows as well as boars, and raised
full-bloods.”

Mr. Wentworth, in a communication to the ¢ Prairie
Farmer,” says:

“1 read, with great interest, the report of the committee at the
late Swine Breeders’ Association upon the characteristics of the
Suffolk hogs. I have had them exclusively for the past eighteen
years, and my sales will average one hundred every year for the
past ten years, and I think I have had all the importations repre-
sented in my herd.

““While I commend the general correctness of the report, I
would state that there is one characteristic that was not only not
alluded to by the committee, but it was rather repudiated in the
following words,  free from spots or any other color.” Now
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there is a liability in all Suffolks to have round bluish spots upon
their skins, although covered with white bristles, and these spots
seem to increase with age. My present boar was selected for me
by Mr. Harison, Secretary of the New York State Agriculturai
Society. When he arrived, aged about six months, he was spot
less, and so continued until about two years of age, and then bluish
spots of the size of an old-fashioned silver dollar commenced
growing upon him. Now, at four years of age, he has about
twenty of them, although the bristles covering them are white.
Of course, these spots are exceptions, not one in ten having them,
and very few inside of one year old; yet there is a tendency to
them and no hog should be rejected as a pure Suffolk on their ac-
count. These spots are easily detected from black spots.

“ At one of the State Fairs at Chicago, one of my boars not only
took the first premium as the best Suffolk, but the sweepstake prize
as the best boar of any age or breed upon the ground. He had
several of these spots upon him at that time, although having none
until he was a year old. I notice these bluish spots occasionally
upon hogs at the stock yards, which have, in all respects, charac-
teristics of the Suffolks.

‘“ A correspondent of yours, whilst finding fault with the size
of the Suffolk, thinks they are the best for crossing upon other
hogs. I have found this to be the invariable opinion of men who
want a breed of hogs of their own, independent of ~verybody else.
Wherever they start, whatever may be their groundwork, before
they get through making their new breed of hogs they invariably
incorporate somewhere a cross of the Suffolk.

“Your paper says that four hundred is the profitable size of the
hog. The Suffolks can easily be made to weigh this amount, by
feeding them lightly until their legs have acquired sufficient
strength to support their weight of carcass. The inferior weight
attributed so often to Suffolks arises entirely from overfeeding
them when young.”

Mr. William Smith, of Detroit, Michigan, has long
occupied a front rank as a breeder of these hogs, and is
familiar with them and their breeding, in England, as
well as America, and his testimony is this :

““Having bred the Suffolks continually for over forty years, I
can safely assert that they are a great favorite with me. I find in

the improved breed nothing to condemn, and everything to com-
mend. They attain good size at an early age, and their quiet,
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pleasant disposition, clean, snow-white appearance, and handsome
form, are very desirable features in connection with their many
other good qualities, not the least of which is the comparative
small amount of food they require.

“The Suffolks are rapidly gaining in favor, and wherever intro-
duced give good satisfaction. They are quite hardy and thrive in
almost any climate that any of their species will, from the most
northern part of Canada to southern Missouri and California. We
know that they flourish and give satisfaction, as hundreds of my
customers can testify.

“ Canada, Michigan, New York, parts of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Iowa, and other States, are rapidly becoming stocked with them,
and in my opinion it will not be many years before they bccome
‘“the hog” of the country. There is no possible question about
their being the very best thoroughbred for improving the common or
native breeds, and for this quality alone they would be entitled to
a front rank in the list of valuable breeds.”

The Report adopted by the ‘¢ National Convention of
Swine Breeders” on Suffolk swine, is as follows :

‘** Mr. Sidney says: Yorkshire stands in the first rank as a pig
breeding county, possessing the largest white breed in England
as well as an excellent medium and small breed, all white, the last
of which, transplanted into the south, has figured and won prizes
under the names of divers noblemen and gentlemen, and in more
than one county. The Yorkshires are closely allicd with the
Cumberland breeds, and have been so much intermixed that, with
the exception of the very largest breeds, it is difficult to tell where
the Cumberland begins and where the Yorkshire ends. It will be
enough to say, for the present, that the modern Manchester boar,
the improved Suffolk, the improved Middlesex, the Coleshill, and
the Prince Albert or Windsor, were all founded on Yorkshire-
Cumberland stock, and some of them are merely pure Yorkshires
transplanted and re-christened.

Speaking of pigs kept in the dairy district of Cheshire, he says,
‘ white pigs have not found favor with the dairymen of Cheshire,
and the white ones most used are Manchester boars, another name
for the Yorkshire-Cumberland breed.” He says, in another place,
and all the authors who have followed him, down to the latest
published work on the subject, occupy space in describing various
county pigs, which have long ceased to possess, if ever they pos-
sessed, any merit worthy of the attention of the breeder. Thus
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the Norfolk, the Suffolk, the Bedford, the Cheshire, have each
separate notice, not one of which, except the Suffolk, is worthy
of cultivation, and the Suffolk is only another name for a small
Yorkshire pig.

¢ CHARACTERISTIOCS AND MARKINGS OF SUFFOLKS.

‘‘ Head small, very short ; cheeks prominent and full ;
face dished ; snout small and very short ; jowl fine ; ears
short, small, thin, upright, soft, and silky; neck very
short and thick, the head appearing almost as if set on
front of shoulders ; no arching of crest ; chest wide and
deep—elbows standing out ; brisket wide but not deep ;
shoulders thick, rather upright, rounding outwards from
top to elbow ; crops wide and full; sides and flanks,
long ribs, well arched out from back, good length be-
tween ; shoulders and hams, flank well filled out, and
coming well down at ham ; back broad, level, and straight
from crest to tail, no falling off or down at tail ; hams
wide and full, well rounded out, twist very wide and full
all the way down ; legs small and very short, standing
wide apart, in sows just keeping belly from the ground ;
bone fine ; feet small, hoofs rather spreading ; tail small,
long, and tapering ; skin thin, of a pinkish shade, free
from color ; hair fine and silky, not too thick ; color of
hair pale yellowish white, perfectly free from any spots or
other color ; size small to medium.”

Since about 1882 several gentlemen, particularly in
Eastern States, have taken much interest in what are
designated as ‘“Small Yorkshires.” They are neat little
white hogs, with wonderfully short, dished faces, and so
much like the Suffolks that some persons who raise both
confess they can scarcely distinguish them apart. Their
similarity is so great that, as a matter of fact, a Suffolk
makes a very good small Yorkshire, and vice versa.
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CHAPTER VII.
THE ESSEX.

The Essex breed of swine is comparatively unknown
among the general farmers of the Mississippi Valley, and
we have no knowledge of their being raised in any con-
siderable numbers for pork. Still, in some localities,
they are bred in a limited way—more, perhaps, in Ken-
tucky, than elsewhere—and we have never encountered a
person who had once tried them, who did not place a
high estimate on their value as a small breed, and
especially on the boars to use for crossing on sows of
larger breeds.

They seem to be essentially the same as the Suffolks,
except in their black color, and less liability to skin dis-
eases, which would in a majority of cases make them the
favorites over their white competitors.

We think there is small probability that the Essex
swine, as now bred, will ever become the prevailing
breed, from the fact that they are of a smaller class of
hogs than most farmers care to raise, or packers to buy
and handle, and we deem it improbable that the next
fifty or one hundred years will witness the raising of
smaller swine, generally, than the Berkshires, and it is
more than likely that, in the future, the happy medium
will be an animal in size between the best modeled small-
boned Berkshire and the coarser Poland-Chinas of the
present time.

Just here, perhaps, is a fitting place to remark—and
we do so after full deliberation—that the party who can
exhibit at the nezf Centennial Exposition any better feed-
ing hogs, or those better suited for general purposes than
a cross between the two last-named breeds, will have
some stock to be very proud of.
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Sidney’s ¢“ Youatt on the Pig,” (London, 1860), says :

“ Early maturity, and an excellent quality of flesh, are among
the merits of the improved Essex. * * ¥

“The defect of the improved Essex is a certain delicacy, prob-
ably arising from their southern descent, and an excessive aptitude
to fatten, which, unless carefully counteracted by exercise and
diet, often diminishes the fertility of the sows, and causes diffi
culty in rearing the young.

‘¢ As before observed, they are invaluable as a cross, being sure
to give quality and early maturity to any breed, and especially
valuable when applied to a black breed, where porkers are required.
For this purpose they have been extensively and successfully used,
in all the black pig districts of this country, [Great Britain,] where,
as well as in France and Germany, and in the United States, they
have superseded the use of the imported Neapolitan and Chinese.

“ Many attempts, on a limited scale, to perpetuate the breed pure,
have been unsatisfactory, because it is too pure to stand in-and-in
breeding. They require much care when young.

“In the sows, the paternal fattening properties are apt to over-
balance the milking qualities, and make them bad nurses. * * *

‘‘The improved Essex are ranked amongst the small breeds, and
there they are most profitabie; but exceptional specimens have
been exhibited at agricultural shows in the classes for large
breeds.”

Mr. Wm. Smith (before quoted under Suffolks) breeds
the Essex extensively, near Detroit, Mich., and writes of
them thus :

“This is a breed that will be appreciated in proportion as it
becomes known. Their characteristics are almost identical with
those of the Suffolks, except that the Suffolks are a pure white,
while the Essex are a beautiful jet black. This is always the case,
and any mixture of color, in either, is inadmissible. The style,
form, size, disposition, and feeding qualities are similar in the im-
proved breeds; and the pork of the Essex will dress as white as
any, if rightly managed. Although they are considered one of the
oldest established breeds, yet there have been frequent and marked
improvements within the past fifty years,—not the least of which
has been reached during the present decade.

“To Lord Western, of Mark’s Hall, Essex, England, is given the
credit for their first great improvement, or I might say, of being
the originator of the present type,though it was much inferior to
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that of the present day. This improvement was brought about
by the introduction into his herd of the Neapolitan pig—a small,
fine-boned, black breed from Italy. The late Fisher Hobbs, of the
same place, followed up the improvements on the Western breed,
until he has made a reputation for himself and breed that is worid-
wide.

“Sir George Mumford Sexton and other noted breeders have
succeeded in keeping them up with the advancing times, and to-day
there is no animal, of any kind, that shows finer or more perfect
breeding.

“There are many black hogs in this country that are called
Essex, and which may have originated from the unimproved Essex
stock that was introduced a few years since, and though they may
represent the name, they come far short of representing the quality
of the improved breed; and as a consequence many who have had
experience or acquaintance with the former, have but little faith
in the latter, from a want of the knowledge of the great difference
between them.

“The improved Essex matures early and attains good size, often
reaching from four to five hundred weight. Their meat is excel-
lent, and, like the Suffolks, can be made fit for pork at any age,
from a month upward. They are favorites with all breeders of
them. In England there are many counties that scarcely know
any other breeds than the Suffolk or Essex. They are marketed
by the thousands for light family and butchers’ pork when from
five to eight months, and for that purpose there are none better.
They command a higher price than the coarser pork, and the
market reports always make a distinction in the quotations, and
show a wide difference in the prices in favor of these breeds.
* % % T could find much to say about, and in praise of the Essex,
but I will only add here, that they are hardy, healthy, and prolific.”

Dr. Chase, of Kansas, in his description of the leading
breeds, says: < We must say a word for the little Hs-
sex. They are more squarely built than the Berkshire,
quiet, docile animals, that fatten almost at the sight of
corn, and weigh, under ordinary treatment, when full
grown, from 250 to 275 pounds. As a thorough-bred
stock, to breed to common sows, we do not believe they
will produce as large grade animals as the Berkshire.

¢¢ For the gentleman in town, or the small farmer, we
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know of none that will give better satisfaction than the
Essex.”

CHARACTERISTICS AND MARKINGS OF ESSEX.

The report adopted by the Convention of Swine
Breeders, of characteristics of this breed, is as follows :

“‘The Essex is a black hog, originating in the south of
England. They are of small to medium in size, and are
extensively used in England to cross on the large, coarse
swine, to improve their fattening qualities.

¢“The best specimens may be known as follows : Color
black ; face short and dishing ; ears small, soft, and
stand erect while young, but coming down somewhat as
they get age ; carcass long, broad, straight, and.deep ;
bham heavy and well let down; bone fine; carcass,
when fat, composed mostly of lard ; hair, ordinarily
rather thin. The fattening qualities being very superior.
As breeders they are very prolific, and are fair nurses.”

Since the foregoing was prepared, we have received
from Mr. E. W. Cottrell, of Greenfield, Mich., the fol-
lowing, under date of December 15th, 1876 :

“ Yes ; I will cheerfully give you my estimate of the
Essex, and will premise by saying, that during my expe-
rience in breeding and managing thorough-bred pigs for
the past ten years, I have, some of the time, exceeded a
a thousand choice animals of the improved breeds, in-
cluding the Essex in considerable numbers, which has
given me an opportunity to compare and experiment upon
their relative merits, under the same and different treat-
ment, alongside of each other. I also have intimate
knowledge of the experience of a gentleman who has
bred these pigs, with others, for the past forty years,
both in this country and in England.

“¢ As a result of this experience, I can say that, in my
estimation, they take rank among the best.

¢ The Essex are as distinct from all other types as it is



THE ESSEX. 67

possible for one breed to differ from another, and still
possess the principal valuable features belonging to the
species. In form, quality, and disposition, they more
nearly resemble the Suffolk than any other breed, and, in
fact, there is a similarity between them in this respect.

““In the improved breed, the style, form, color, size,
disposition, and general characteristics, are very uniform.
They are certainly a standard breed, and one of the old-
est established. Mr. William Smith, of Detroit, has
been the most extensive importer and breeder of them
that I know, and they have always been favorites with
him, both here and in England, where he has successfully-
competed with the most noted breeders. His thorough
knowledge and experience has enabled him to give the
breed a still higher value than they possessed, even be-
fore.

¢ They mature early, their meat is excellent, and a
year, at most, should suffice to feed them to the most
profitable condition for pork ; which is one of their mer-
its, and when fat, the carcass should yield a large propor-
tion of lard.

““They are invariably black ; should have a short,
dished face ; soft, fine, ears when young, though with
age they will begin to grow heavier, and droop somewhat.
The body should be of medium length, broad, deep and
straight ; with a heavy ham, well let down, and bone fine,
but strong enough to support the carcass in good style.
When in condition, the proportions should always be
symmetrical and pléasing ; medium, well-haired, with a
fine and comparatively soft coat.

¢ They possess powers of transmitting to their progeny
an excess of their own good qualities, when crossed upon
common and coarser swine, and the first cross upon our
natives will improve their qualities, almost beyond recog-
nition. Excepting the Suffolks, there is no breed that
ean compare with them for this purpose.
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¢ As breeders and nurses, they are very fair, though
not equal to the Berkshires. In fact, all thorough-bred
animals, as they become refined, or ¢high bred,” lessen
their fecund propensities to a greater or less extent ; but
ordinarily, with good management, no serious difficulty
need be experienced on this point with well bred Essex.
It is essential, however, that the brood sows be matured,
and not permitted to become too fat, which latter is often
apt to be the case, with good feed and treatment.

“‘Good pasture, with plenty of water, will keep them
in ample condition for breeding, throughout the whole
grazing season. In fact, I have known them to come out
of a good clover field in the fall, ¢killing fat,” without
having had any other feed. They are good graziers, and
have the advantage over some of the more tender-skinned
white hogs, of being able to withstand, (at any age, how-
ever young,) the hottest sun of July or August, without
having their backs or skin in the least affected, and they
are never known to scald or mange.

~ ““The young pigs of the Essex are usually more deli-
cate than those of the coarser breeds, and will often ap-
pear quite inferior to the latter, at the same age, up to
eight or ten weeks, when they will begin to shoot ahead,
and ‘show their breeding.” This is not always the case,
but often is, and I attribute it to the mothers not being
such good milkers as some other kinds. It seems to be
their nature to run to fat rather than milk.

¢¢ I have no trouble in successfully breeding my Essex,
and almost invariably find purchasers well satisfied, and
thenceforth advocates of the breed.

““In my opinoin, though they may never become so
popular as some, they will still be a valuable standard
breed.”
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CHAPTER VIII

YORKSHIRES.—CHESHIRES, OR JEFFERSON COUNTY
SWINE, OF NEW YORK.—LANCASHIRES.—VICTO-
RIAS.—NEAPOLITANS.—JERSEY REDS.—DUROCS.

The breeds of swine named above are so little known
by the general farmers of the country, that such merits
as they have are overlooked and neglected. Unlike the
more prominent breeds, the information to be obtained
respecting them is quite meagre.

We have been unable to find anything of much im-
portance, -or that would be deemed more authentic than
the reports made to, and adopted by the National Con-
vention of Swine Breeders, held at Indianapolis, Novem-
ber 20th, 1872.

YORKSHIRES.

We have never met in the West, at fairs or elsewhere,
a distinet breed of swine known as Yorkshires, nor have
we conversed with any one having any positive practical
knowledge of them, but submit the report on this breed
as presented to the Convention at Indianapolis :

Professor Jones, of Towa; Jacob Kennedy, and 1. N. Barker, of
Indiana, in their Report on Yorkshires have the following :

* % % % «“Their color and characteristics have been traced, in a
greater or less degree, into every popular breed of swine which
has been made up or attempted to be established as thorough-bred,
either in the United States or England ; indeed, we might say, into
every breed, save the Essex, or Neapolitan, imported by Lord West-
ern. These were the only pure bred black hogs of which we have
any account, either in this country or the old. And we think it
may gafely be said of these white hogs, that they are the only pure
and distinct breed of hogs or pigs, save the black, that are now
bred on this continent. Do not understand us as contending that
all black and all white hogs are thorough or pure bred; but that
all breeds in this country of mixed colors are what their color
indicates—are mixed or cross bred, hence not pure and distinct
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breeds. That this is correct, is, we think, fully established by the
history of each popular breed, as given by the breeders them-
selves, as well as by Youatt, Harris, and others, who have given
detailed accounts of how each valuablc breed has been formed.
Nearly or quite all of these breeds are indebted for many of their
valuable qualities to their crosses with the Yorkshire and other
white English and China hogs. And among the breeds so in-
dcbted are the Chester White, the Thin-Rind, the Berkshire, and
the Magie, or Poland-China. All these breeds seem to have bor-
rowed some of their good qualities from these original white hogs,
and all are made up from crosses of the white and black hog ;
hence the character of the English or white hog crops out occa-
sionally in almost every breed known in this country or England.
Accordingly, we believe it may be said that they are the purest
breed of hogs, and the best in this country or England from which
to make crosses in forming a new or reliablc breed.

“The English white hogs, like other breeds, vary much in size,
from the large hog to the Chira pig, so that thc breeder can change
the size of his stock, or the coat it wears from a heavy coat of
hair to the short and smooth, to suit his fancy or the condition of
the climate in which he lives. All white hogs are noted for pos-
sessing quiet dispositions.

*“The Cumberland, a middle-bred Yorkshire, have, we think, at-
tained nearer perfection than any other breed known to us. They
are not generally distributed throughout the West, but when thor-
ough-bred specimens have been introduced, they are held in great
esteem, as well for an animal for exhibition purposes, as for family
use. They are especial favorites with packers, who buy their
stock on foot, for the reason that they yield larger proportionate
net weights than any other hogs which grow large enough for their
use, They are small in bone, but large in flesh, of the very best
quality, evenly and proportionately spread over the whole frame.
‘We have weighed and measured one of this breed raised in Dear-
born county, Indiana, that we think worthy of special note, as
possessing a strong combination of good qualities typical of her
ancestors. She weighed in good flesh, but not really fat, 475 Ibs.;
and at that weight measured six feet from the root of the tail to
the top of the face between the ears, and the same number of feet
around the body. She was two feet ten inches high, and stood
only six inches from the ground; body nearly straight below and
well arched above, indicating great strength in the back and loins;
legs that were less than one-fifth thc depth of the body, and they
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very small, straight, and smooth, measuring below the knee but six
inches in circumference. The surface of her body, jowl, and legs,
was smooth, and free from ridges and creases, and well covered
with a short, smooth coat of white hair. This, we think, might
be taken as a fair description of all thorough-bred animals of this
stock. Itseems to be in thiscountry, as it is said to be in England,
in almost every way a middle breed. We know of no breed of
hogs in this country but what might in some degree be improved.
by crossing occasionally with the thorough-bred Yorkshire, which
has been bred pure in this country since 1860. We have seen whole
neighborhoods and districts where the swinc were nearly all lop-
eared, rough-skinned, black, sandy, and spotted white or blue,
where, in a few years, by introducing a few of these pure blooded
white hogs, the gencral stock was made white, given erect ears,
and skin made smooth. Such a result cannot be attained by Ches-
ter Whites alone, but it can be accomplished by the thorough-bred
Yorkshire. They are so thorough-bred and positive that they carry
their own color when crossed with almost any other breed, even if
it is entirely black. Hence it is difficult to finda brced of swine
in this age of their improvement, in which the white York-
shire does not crop out in some particular. And again, the pure
white Yorkshire and the black Essex, or Neapolitan, may be bred
together in such a way as to duplicate the color of any other brced
of hogs to be found among us. And hence we claim the white
Yorkshire, as now established in this countr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>